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O f the Communion of Churches. 

the U n i o n o f a l l Churches, and f o o f the Cathol ick C h u r c h 

I ' H I s ' i s ' that bleffed omnefs w h i c h the L o r d C h r i f t prayed 
.or f o earneftly for his Difciples , that they m i g h t be .^e / « ^^e 
father and the Son, one among themfehes, and made ferfe^ in one 
X T T T o , 2 1 , 2x, 23. w i t h o u t any r e f p e a un to that W 
lma,e o f i t w h i c h was fet up i n the latter daysof the C h u i x h , 
w h i c h al l M e n were compelled to b o w d o w n un to , and W o r -
S i p , w i t h the fire o f A ^ e ^ « f W / ; e ^ ^ ^ r ^ . F u r n a n c e . O f any 
other U n i o n there is not the leaft mennon i n the Scri^^^^^^^^ 

T H I S U n i o n o f the Ca tho l ick C h u r c h i n all particular 
C h u S i e s is always the fame, inviolable, unchangeable, com-
S S i n g all the Churches i n the W o r l d at all t imes ; not 
^onf inabk unto any State or Party, not intciTuptible by any 
external f o r m „ n o r t o be prevailed againft by the Gates of Hell; 
and al l fuch Difputes about a Cathalick Church, and its Vmon, 
as can be f o much as quefiionable among them that profefs to 
believe the Goipel, . are in , d i r e d oppof i t ion unto the Prayers 
and Promifes o f Jefus C h r i f t . W h i l f t Evangelical Faith, Holi-
nefs, Ohedtence unto the Commands of Chrifi, and Mutual Love 
abide i n any on the Ea r th , there is the C/ i /W/c^ C^wrtA; and 
U ' h i l f t chey are profef fcd , that Catholick Church is 'vifible; othcv 
Cathol ick Church upon the E a r t h I believe none; nor any that 
needs other things unto its C o n f t i t u t i o n . 

T H E S E things being p r e m i f e d , I proceed u n t o tha t 
w h i c h is our prefent E n q u i r y , namely, Wherein the Com­
munion of particular Churches, among themjehes doth conftfi. 

T H E C o m m u n i o n of Churches, is their joint actings in the 
fame. Gofpel Duties towards God in Chrifiy with thdr mutual 
a£iings towards each other, with refpeB unto the end of their In-
fiitution and Being, which is the Glory of Chrifi in the. Edification 
of the whole Catholick Church. 

A S unto the aa ings o f the firft f o r t , the ground o f t h e m 
is faith, and therein is the firft AEi o f the C o m m u n i o n o f 
Churches. A n d this C o m m u n i o n i n Fa i t h aniong all the 
Churches o f C h r i f t is t w o - f o l d . ( 1 . ) General i n the belief 
p f the fame D o a r i n e o f T r u t h , w h i c h is according u n t a 

Godlinefs 
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Godliners, the fame Articles o f Fa i th , and the publ ick pro-
fe f l ion the reof ; f o that every one o f them is t l ic Ground and, 
Pillar of the fame Truth. T l i i s the P r imi t i ve Church pro­
vided for i n Creeds and Symbols, or Confefl ions o f Fai th , as is 
k n o w n . But as never any one o f them was exprefly owned 
by all Churches ; fo i n procefs o f t ime they came to be abufed, 
as expref f ing the fence o f the prefent Church , whether true or 
fahe. Hence w e have as m^ny Arim Creeds yet extant, as 
thofe that are Orthodox. Bu t unto the Communion of .ah par­
ticular Churches i n the W o r l d , there is no th ing required but 
a belief of the Scripture to he the Word of God, w i t h a protcUed 
alTent unto al l D i v i n e Revelations therein conta ined; p ro­
vided that no Er ro r be avowed that is contrary to the pr inci ­
pal or fundamenta l Doar ines o f i t . For al though any Soaety 
ofMe» f h o u l d profefs the Scripture to be the W o r d ot O o d , 
and avow an AlTent unto the Revelations made therein, yet 
by the conceptions o f their M i n d s , and mifunder l tanding o t 
the fence o f the H o l y Spir i t therein, they may embrace and 
adhere unto (uch Errors, as may cut them of t f r o m all L,om^ 
mun ion w i t h the Cathol ick Church i n Fai th . Such are t i ie 
denial o f the holy Trimty, the Uc^rnation ^ / ^ ^ ^ / ^ Y i . A 
His Divine Ferfon or Office, the Redempton %'J^f^^^"^f ̂  
his Blood ; the neceffity of Reger^erattorn by hts 6prtt, and tne 
hke A n d thcv may alfo add that o f their o w n unto their 
p t k e d B e l i t ' a s V a l l exclude them f r o m C o m i — ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
{he Cathol ick Church . Such are the Jffert^on ' f J / f ^ f ' ^ ' J ^ 
equal w i t h the w r i t t e n . W o r d ; o f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / ^ S t he 
befides the L o r d C h i i f t ; o f another Sacrifice befides vvhat 1 e 
once offered fo r all ; and the l ike . But / ^ ^ ^ . f j ^ ^ 
prelerved f r o m fuch Hcrefes on the .^'^""^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t d l 
fhere is no more required unto Commmo^ w i t h he w l i o e 
Church , as unto Fa id i i n general, but only theBehet b e t e 

' " I S C . — - F . . . - r p e a s t i^ ;^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
as its ?»aterial Object. For i t is x^q^^x^cA heieunto, that we. 
believe that the L o r d C h r i f t hath had i n a 1 Agcs, ^and efpeci-
ally hath i n that where in we l ive , ^ Church on tk ^''^^'^ ^l^l 
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fined unto no Places nor P/zr//e^ o f M e n , no Empires not Do-
minms. or capable o f any confincmcnt;as a l fo tha t this Church is 
RedeemUfiallcd^SanmfeAhy him \ that i t is lus l\jngdom, his I n -
tereft , his concernment i n the W o r l d ; that t l hereunto, and all the 
Members o f i t , all the Promifes of God do belong and are con­
fined • that thisChurch he w i l l / ^ t ' f , p r e l e r v c and deliver f r o m all 
oppofitions, io as that the Gates of Hdl fliall not prevail againf t 
i f and after Death w i l l raile i t up and g l o r i l y i t at the l a f t 
day. T h i s is the Paith of the Catholick Church concerning tt j e l f ; 
w h i c h is an Anc ien t fundar iKota l Ar t i c l e o f our Re l ig ion . 
A n d i f any one deny that there is ^ ^ ^ ^ C W called out o f 
the W o r l d , fcparated f r o m i t , unto w h i c h alone, and all the 
Members o f i t , all the Promifes of God do appertain, i n con-
trad i f t i n f t i o n unto a l l others, or confines i t unto a Party, un to 
w h o m thelc things arc not appropriate, he cuts h i m l e l f o f f 
fi-om the Communion o f t l ie C h u r c h of C h r i f t . 

I N the Fa i th hereof, a l l the true Churches of C h r i f t 
throughout t l ic W o r l d , have a c o m f o r t i n g r e f r e f l i i ng Com­
munion, w h i c h is the I p r i n g o f many Duties i n t hem con­
t inua l ly . 

J. T H I S Communion of Churches in Faith, COnfifts mcch i n 
the principal X^ruit o f i t ; namely, Prayer. So is i t ftated, 
Ephef. 2. 18. For through Chrifi rve have an Accefs by one Spirit 
unto the Father. A n d that therein the C o m m u n i o n o f the Catho­
l i ck Church doth c o n f i f t , the A p o f t l e declares i n the f o l l o w i n g 
V e r l e s ; 19, 20, 2 1 , 22 . Norv therefore, &cc. For Prayer i n 
al l Churches having one object, w h i c h is God even the 
Father, God as the Father, proceeding in all f r o m one and the 
fame Spirit, g iven unto them as a Spir i t o f Grace and Supplica­
tions to make In tc rcef f ion fo r t hem, and all o f them cont inu­
ally offered unto God by the fame High-Priefi, w h o adds unto 
i t the Inccnfe o f his o w n InterccfFion, and by w h o m they 
have all an accels un to the fame I ' h r o n e o f Grace, they have 
all a bkffed Communion herein cont inual ly . A n d this Communion 
is the 'more«exprefs i n that the Prayers of all are for all; f b as 
that ' there is no particular Chu rch o f C h r i f t i n the W o r l d , not 
any one M e m b s r o f any o f t hem, but they the Prayers 
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of all the Churches i n the W o r l d , and of all the Members o f them 
every day. A n d however this C o m m u n i o n be inv i f ib le unto 
the eyes o f F I c f h , yet is i t glorious and confpicuous • unto 
the eye o f Fa i th ; and is a part o f the glory o f C h r i f t the M e -
diatour i n Heaven. T h i s Pr^ryer proceeding f r o m , or w r o u g h t 
by one and the fame Spirit i n them al l , equally bcf towed on 
them a l l , by vir tue o f the Promile o f C h r i i l ; having the 
fame objecl, even God as a Father, and offered unto h i m by the 
lame High-Priefi, together w i t h his o w n IntercefTion, gives 
unto all Churches a Qommunion, far more glorious than w h a t 
confif ts i n fome ou twa rd Rites and Orders of Mens devi f ing . 

B U T n o w i f there be any other Perfbns or Churches, w h o 
have any othtr Ob]eEt of their Prayers, but God even the Fa­
ther, and as our Father i n C h r i f t ; or iiave any oti icr Media-
tors or laterceffors, by w h o m to convey or prefent their 
Prayers unto God, but C h r i f t alone, the only High.Priefi o f 
the C h u r c h ; or do renounce the Aid and Affifmce of the Holy 
Spirit, as a Spir i t o f Grace and Supplications, they cut them-
felves o f f f r o m all C o m m u n i o n w i t h the Cathol ick Church 
lerein. 

4 . T H E Vniiy of Faith i n a l l Churches, a f fc f t e th Com-
munion among them, i n t\\Q. Adminiflration of the fame Sacra^ 
mcnts of Bapiifm and the Supper of the Lord. T i i e f t arc t l ie 
fame i n , unto , and amongf t them al l . Nei ther do fbmp, va­
riations i n the outward manner o f their A d m i n i f t r a t i o n , inter-
upt that C o m m u n i o n . But , where-ever the continuation o f 

thefc Ordinances is denied, or their nature or uie is perverted, 
or Idolatrous W o r f h i p is annexed unto their A d m i n i f t r a t i o n , 
there Communion with the Cutholick Church is renounced. 

5. T H E Y have alfb by Fa i th C o m m u n i o n herein, i n that 
all Churches do profefs a fubjeciion unto the Authority of Chrifi in 
all things, and an obl igat ion upon them to do and obierve a l l 
whatfoever he hath Commanded. 

O T H E R inftances o f the l ike nature m i g h t be given ; bu t 
thele are fufHcient to mani fe f t h o w unfcriptural the N o t i o n is, 
T h a t there is no proper C o m m u n i o n w i t h or among Churches 
but w h a t confif ts i n a compliance w i t h certaia Po^ers^ Orders 

r- . ., af ld 
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and Rites, the p re f l ing whereof under the N a m e o f Vm-
forwitu hath caft all thoughts o f real, Evangelical C h u r c h | 
C o m m u n i o n in to O b l i v i o n . 

S E C O N D L Y , Churches Ordained and C o n f l i t u t e d i n the I 
w a y and manner, and fo r the Ends declared i n our former D i -
fcourie on this S u b j e d , and by v i r tue o f their U n i o n un to I 
C h r i f t and among themfelves, l i v i n g conf tant ly i n al l places 
o f the W o r l d i n the a f t u a l exerciie o f that C o m m u n i o n , w h i c h 
confif ts i n the performance o f the fame Church-Duties towards 
God i n C h r i f i : , unto their o w n Continuation,Encreaie,and E d i - | 
fication, have a l fb an efpecial Union aniong themjelves, and a mu­
tual Communion thence arijing. 

T H E Bond of this Vnion is Love\ not the common regula­
ted Affc£ l ion o f H u m a n e nature fo cal led; not meerly that I 
P o w e r and D u t y w h i c h is engraven on the Hearts o f M e n , by 
the L a w o f Creat ion, towards all o f the fame k i n d and blood I 
w i t h themfelves; but an efpecial Grace of the Holy Spirit^ a d -
i n g i n the C h u r c h as the Principle and Bond o f its Union un­
to its f e l f ; whence the command o f i t is called aA'ejv Cow-1 
mandment\ becaufe i n i t f c l f , as unto the only Example o f i t 
i n the Perfon o f C h r i f t , the Caufes and Mot ives unto i t , w i t h 
its peculiar Ends and proper Exercife , i t was abfblutely Ne\v\ 
and Evangelical. A n Explanat ion o f t l ie Na tu re o f i t belongs 
not un to this place a l though i t be a Grace and a Duty o f f o 
m u c h importance, where in f b much o f the L i f e , Power and 
peculiar G lo ry o f C h r i f t i a n Re l ig ion doth c o n f i f l , and is either 
f b ut ter ly l o i f , or hath f i i c h vile Images o f i t fet up i n the 
W o r l d , t l ia t i t deferves a f u l l Conf idera t ion ; w h i c h i t may re­
ceive i n another place. 

1 S A Y the Holy Spirit of Grace and Love, being g iven! 
f r o m C h r i f t , the Founta in and Center o f all C h u r c h - U n i o n , ! 
t o d w e l l i n , and abide w i t h his C h u r c h , tliereby u n i t i n g i t ! 
unto h i m f e l f , do th w o r k i n i t , and all the Members o f i t , 
X\-\2LX. mutual Love, w h i c h may , and do th animate them un to 
all thofc mu tua l A d s w h i c h are proper unto the Re la t ion 
where in they f f and, by v i r tue o f their U n i o n unto C l i r i f t their 
Head , as Jvlcmbers o f the fame Body one w i t h anotlier. 

H E R E I N ! 
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- H E R E I N conf i f ts the U n i o n o f every C h u r c h i n i t f e t f , 
o f al l Churches among thcmfelves, and 16 o f the whole Catho-
ick Church ; their C o m m u n i o n con f id ing in regular A d s and 

Duties , proceeding f r o m this Love, and required by vir tue o f i t . 
T H I S account o f the Vn/on and Communion o f Churches 

may feem ftrange unto fome, w h o are enanionred on that 
Image w h i c h is l e t up o f them i n the W o r l d , inCanons, Con-
(titutions o f Rites, and outward. Order i n various Subordinations 
and Ceremonies, w h i c h are m o i l remote f r o m m a k i n g any due 

Reprefentat ion o f t hem. i u • 
T H E C h u r c h , i n its dependance on C h r i f t its Head, being 

ay his I n f t i t u t i o n d i fpofed unto its proper Order for its o w n 
Bd i f i ca t i on , or ftly joined together and compacted, this L o v e 
w o r k i n g e f feaual ly i n every OiEce, Off icer and Member , ao 
cording as unto its d i fpofa l i n the Body, for the receiving and 
communicat ing Supplies fo r Edif ica t ion , gives the who le bot^ 
its Vnion znA Commumon, all the ad ings o f i t being regulated 
w D i v i n e Ru le and Prefcr ipt ion. , « • . 

I N S T E A D hereof to crcdl a Machine, the Spr ing and 
Center o f whofe motions are u n k n o w n , any other, I niean. 
but external force compared by the Iron joints and bands of hu­
mane Lam, e d i f y i n g i t f c l f ^ y } ^ ' ' ' P ' ' ' 7 i / ^ f ' ' t t i feZ!>l 
fore ign unto the Scripture, a f t i n g w i t h Weapons that are not 

but Carnal , \ i n d m i g h t y throu^^^^ 
i t is to caft t l ie Members o f the Church ot C h r i f t in to Pr i fon is to forlake the Scripture i t is to - , 
as unto an ou tward Con to rmi ty 
and f o l l o w our o w n Imagina t ion . rhnrches pro 

T H E outward M s of Commamon =^^^"°"S 5^' f j ^ ^ ^ f / e m t o 
ceeding f r o m this love, and the obligation ^at ^ ^ n hem t o 
promote their mutual Edif icat ion, may be l e l c n c d u n t o t n e 
T w o Heads o f Advice and Affif^nce. . Edif ica-

C H U R C H E S have C o m m u n i o n unto then muum^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
t i o n , Advice i n Synods Councils, w h i c h m u f t m tins place 

""'ImODS-arethe Meetings of ^^^^^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ 
r r.Jf ,itid determine of fuch things as are of Wprs or Delegates, to conjult ana aerermt/^c J • r • ^ .,t,irh 

* ^ithpm all hy virtue of this Communion ^vhtcn commonconctrnmentuntotuemaii,rjy i^i' j 
is jexercifed in *hptn. ^ 

T H E 



T H E ncceffl ty and war ran ty o f fuch Synods, a r i f t t L 
( i . y FroiT" the Light of Nature. For al l Societies w h i c l i have 
the fame Or ig ina l , the fame Ru le , the fame I n t e r e l l , the fame 
Ends, and w h i c h are i n themfelves mutua l ly concerned i n the 
good or evi l o f cacli other, are obliged by the power and con-
duQ: o f Reafbn, to advife i n common for their o w n good, on 
all Emergencies that fland i n need thereof. 

C H U R C H E S are i i i ch 6We?/e^; they have all one and the 
0 m e Authoritative Inftitution, one and the fame Rule of Order 
and W o r f i i i p , the fame ends as w e have declared ; and their 
entire Interell : is one and the fame. W h e n therefore any t h i n g 
occurs amongff t l i e m , that is attended w i t i i fuch Di f f i cu l t i e s as 
cannot be removed or taken away by any one o f them fevcral ly , 
or i n whole Determination al l o f them are equally concerned, 
not to make ufe herein o f common Advice and Counfe l , is to 
for fake that natural L i g h t w h i c h they are bound to attend unto 
i n all Duties o f Obedience unto Gocf. 

2. T H E Vnion of all Churches, before defcribed in one 
Head , by one Spi r i t , ^ / ' / w j ' / ^ one Fa i th and W o r f h i p , unto the 
fame ends, do th i b compati them into one Body myftical, as that ^ 
none o f them is or can be compleat abfblutely w i t h o u t a j o in t 
adxng w i t h other Members o f the fame Body unto the com­
m o n good o f the who le , as occafion do th require. A n d this 
jo in t adding w i t h others i n any C h u r c h , can be no o the rwi f c , 
bu t by common Advice and Counfel, w h i c h natural C i r c u m -
llances render impof f ib l e by any means bu t their convention in 
Synods, by their MelTengers and Delegates. For althouf^h 
there may be fbme ufe o f Letters miffive, and was fb eminent ly 
i n the P r imi t ive Churches, to ask the Advice o f one anotiier i n 
d i f f i c u l t Cafes, (as the firft inftance w e have o f the Communion 
o f Churches after the days o f the Apof t l es , is i n the Letter o f 
the Church o f Corinth unto that o f Rome, de f i r ing their Advice 
about the compofmg o f a diiTerencc among them, and the 
A n f w e r o f the C h u r c h o f Ro?ne t h e r e u n t o ; ) yet many Cafes 
may fliU out among t h e m , w h i c h cannot be Reconciled or De­
termined but by frefent Conference, fuch as that was Recorded, 
A£f. 15. N o Church therefore is fo Indeptndent, as t l ia t i t can 

' alwayFc, 
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always, and i n all Cafes, obferve the Duties i t owes un to the 
L o r d C h r i f t and the Church Ca tho l i ck , hy all t l iofe Powers 
w h i c h i t is able to aQ: i n i t f e l f d i f t i n f t l y , w i t h o u t conjundt ion 
w i t h others. A n d the C h u r c h that confines its D u t y unto the 
ABs of its own AJfemhlies, cuts i t i e l f o f f f r o m the external 
C o m m u n i o n o f the Church Catholick ; nor w i l l i t be fafe for 
any M a n to c o m m i t the Conduc t o f his Soul to f u c l i "a 
C h u r c h . Wherefore , 

^ T H I S a£iing in Synods is an I n f t i t u t i o n o f Jefus C h r i f t ; 
no t i n an cxprefs C o m m a n d , but i n the nature o f the t h i n g ic 
I c i f fo r t i f i ed w i t h Afoflolical Example . For having ereded 
f u c l i a Church-State, and di lpofed all his Churches in to that 
Order and mutua l Relat ion unto one another, as that none o f 
t hem can be compleat, or difcharge their whole D u t y w i t h o u t 
mutual Advice andCounfel; he hath thereby ordained this w a y 
o f their C o m m u n i o n i n Synods, no other being poft ible unto 
that end. A n d hereby fuch Conventions are ^ interefted i n the 
promife o f his pefence \ namely, that where 'Two or Three are 
gathered together in his Name, there he will he in the midfl of 
%htm. For thefe Affemblies being the necelTary e f f e d o f his 
o w n confiitution i n the nature and ufe o f his Churches, are or 
raav b e / y / ^ A^/rwe, and fo enjoy his prcfence. 

4 T H E end o f al l particular Churches is the Edif icat ion C|f 
x!i\ZChurch Catholick unto the Glory o f God i n C h r i f t . A n d i t is 
evident that i n many Inftances this cannot be attained, yea, 

,U C M i A Ch,rch i n them be d ' t ro lved ,_unk6 th.s means to i 

2 i 

their Prclervation and Reparation be made u e o f 
narticular Chu rch which-extends not its D u t y bey.. . . . . . . v. ,. 
S r S l i r s a n d Members , is fallen . / f r o m the principal end o f 
i 4 I n to ion . A n d every p/ ineiple . Opin ion , or Pe r fwaf ion , 
ha i n S s any Church to confine its Care and D u t y unto its 

' o w n ' ^ l i f i c a t f o J o n l y ; yea, or o f thofe only w h i c h agree w i t h 
fomc peculiar practice, making i t neg c d i v e o f all due means 
le Edif icat ion o f the Church Cathohck, is Uhifmatical 

K k 2 i * i H b i v i . 

I t i n 
o f the 



CoMmunion of ChnrcBer. 

T H E R E is d i re£ l ion hereunto included i n the 
Metiod o f Chusch-Proceedings i n cafe o f offence, preicribed 
unto i t by C h r i f t h imfe l f . T h e beginning and r i fe ot i t , is be-
cween two individual Perfons ; thence is i t carried un to the 
wgnizancB and judgment o f t w o or three otiiers before uncon­
cerned ; f r o m them i t is t o be brought unto the Church ; and 
there is no doubt bu t the C h u r c h hath Power to determine con­
cerning i t , as unto its o w n C o m m u n i o n , to continue t l i c 
Offender i n i t or r e j e d h i m f r o m i t . T h i s m u f t abide, as unto 
ou twa rd Order and the Prefervation o f Peace. But no Church is 
Infallible'm their judgment abfblutely i n any cafe ; and i n many, 
the i r determinations may be f b d o u b t f u l as not to a t f e d the 
Confcience o f h i m w h o is Cenfurcd . But fuch a Perfbn is 
not only a M e m b e r o f that particular Church, but by v i r tue 
thereof o f the Catholick Church a l fb . I t is nccellary therefore 
that he fljould be heard and judged as unto his Intereft therein^ 
i f he do defire i t . A n d this can no w a y be done, but by fuch 
Synods as w e f h a l l immediately delcribc. 

6. STNODS are Confecrated unto the ufe o f the C h u r c h in. 
?\\ Ages, by the Example o f the Apof t les , i n their guidance 
o f the F i r f t Churches o f Jews and Gentiles; w h i c h hath the 
force o f a Divine Inftittition, as being given by them under the 
I n f a l l i b l e c o n d u d o f t l ie H o l y G h o f t , A5t. i 5. w h i c h w e f h a l l 
fpeak farther un to immediate ly . 

H A V I N G feen the Original of Church Synods or their Formal 
Caufe, w e confider alfo their Material Caufe, or the f i . i b j ed 
matter to be treated o f or determined i n t hem. A n d this i n 
general is every t h i n g where in Churches are obliged to hold 
Communion among themfelves, when any t h i n g falls out amongf t 
t hem, w h i c h other w i f e w o u l d difturb t h a t C o m m u n i o n . . A n d 
hereof fbme Inftances may be g iven . 

C H U R C H E S have mu tua l C o m m u n i o n i n the 
af the (ame Faith. I f any doubts or-differences do arife about 
i t , any Opinions be advanced contrary unto i t , either i n any 
particular C h u r c h , w h i c h they cannot determine among them-
felves or among f i i n d r y Churches, the lajl outward means f o r 
the j>rejK;rvaEioa o f the R u l e o f F a i t h among t h e m , and o f 

their 



Of the Commmion of ChmrckesI 

die i r C o m m u n i o n in the condemnation o f Errors and Opinions 
contrary unto the form oj Mefome Words, is by thcle Synods 
or Councils . ' T h e care hereof, is indeed i n the firft place 
commit ted unto the Churches themfelves, as was at large be­
fore declared : Bu t i n cafe t h rough t h & l u b t i l t y , pre valency, 
and intereft o f thofe by w h o m damndk DoUtrims arc broached, 
the Church i t (elf whereunto they do belong, is not able t o 
rebuke and fuppre f s them ; nor to mainta in its p r o f e f f i o n o f the 
T r u t h , or that by fu f f e r i ng f i j c h things in one C h u r c h , others 
are i n danger to be i n f e d e d or defiled, this is the M cjc^er»>.^ 

LRe/i/ee that is l e f t fo r the prefervation o f the C o m m u n i o n ot 
Churches i n the fame Fa i th . W e have mul t ip l i ed Examples 
hereof i n the Primitive C7;//rc/;e.f, before the degeneracy o f thefe 
Svnods in to Superf t i t ion and Domina t ion . Such was emt-
hcn t ly that gathered ztAntioch f o r the condemnation ot the 
Heref iesof Pattlus Samofatenus the B i fhop o f that C h u r c h . 

\ 1 I T i s f o , w i t h r e l p e d unto that Or^cr, Peace ^n6.^nttj, 
where in every particular Chu rch ought to w a l k m i t f c l f , and 
r m o i - f t its o w n Members . There were Schtjms Dtvtfon^ 
S ' a n d C . . ^ e « . ; . . . i n fome o f the Churches t h a t w e r e o f 

\^foUcal ^ ^ J ^ ^ J l ^ ^ ^ ± 
r o t / r r i e D ty o f Remedviag and Heal ing thefe D * -
r " r nd Ditferences f r o m wha t cauie foever they arife, is 
v i f ions and Uitttrenee!, , _ ;„ n^rprvr fuch 
firft incumbent , on 
Church . 

nnenc uu each particular Member i n evei-y_ fhch 
i r^bnr rh U i i t o them i t is given i n charge by the A p o l t k i n t n e 
C h u i c l i . ^ n tu ^ o f them do per form their D u t y i n 
firft place ; - ^ f ^ l ^ X I put unto al l ftritl I n calc o f fai lure 
L o v e , an end ,P."̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
therein, the M e Chnroj is chargea u i u i t ^ ^^^^^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ 
A u t h o r i t y and W i f d o m 
rences 

1 w i i H n m f o rebuke and compote fuch Di f fe -

teiot t h i M f e - a n d . D e k g « e s , is the latt o>,t-

fqpUne 
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fc ip l ine , whereby any Members o f a Church have been in ju red , 
as Tuppofe they are undu ly caft out o f the Church by the Power 
and Interei f o f fome Diotrcphes ; or that any Menjbers o f the 
Church make a Party and Fact ion to depofe their Elders, as i t 
was i n the Church of Corinthy when the Church at Rome gave. 
t h e m Advice i n the cafe: f t is necelTary f r o m tlie C o m m u n i o n 
o f Churches and the In t e r e f t the Perfbns injured have i n the Ca-
tholick Church, w h o f e Edi f ica t ion is t l ie end o f a l l C h u r c h - A d -
min i f t ra t ions , that the proceedings o f fuch a C h u r c h be re­
newed by a Synod, and a Remedy provided i n the cafe. N o r 
was i t the m i n d o f the A p o f t l e that they f l i o u l d be l e f t w i t h o u t 
Re l ie f , w h i c h were unduly caft out o f the C h u r c h by Diotrc' 
•phes ; nor is there any other ordinary w a y hereof, but only by 
Synods ; but this cafe I fuppofc I f ha l l {peak unto af terwards. 

4 . T H E fame is the cafe w i t h r c f p c d un to HVyZ' / / ' , as a lfb 
o f Manners and Conver fa t ion . I f i t be reported or k n o w n by 
Credible Teftimony that any C h u r c h hath admit ted in to thecxcr-
cifc o f D i v i n e W o r f h i p any t h i n g fuper f t i t ious or va in , or i f 
the Members o f i t w a l k l ike thole defcribed by the A p o f t l e 
FhiL 5. i 8 , 19. un to the D i f l i o n o u r o f the Gofpe l and o f the 
ways o f C h r i f t , the C h u r c h i t f e l f not endeavouring its o w n 
Re fo rma t ion and Repentance; other Churclics w a l k i n g i n 
C o m m u n i o n t h e r e w i t h , by v i r tue o f their common In te re f t i n 
the G lo ry o f C h r i f f , and H o n o u r o f the Gofpe l , after more 
pr ivate ways f o r its R e d u f t i o n , as Oppor tun i t y and D u t y 
m a y fuggef t un to their Elders, ought to A f f e m b l e i n a Synod 
f o r Advice , either as to the ufe o f farther means f o r t l ie Re­
covery o f f uch a C h u r c h , or to with-hold Communion f r o m i t 
i n cafe o f Obf t inacy i n its ev i l ways. T h e w a n t o f a due at 
tendance unto this part o f the C o m m u n i o n o f CIy.irches, w i t i i 
r e f p e f t unto Gofpel Worfljip i n its Pur i ty , and Go/pel Obedience 
i n its Power, was a great means o f the Decay and Apof t acy 
o f them a l l . By reafbn o f this Negligence inf tead o f being 
h e l p f u l one to another fo r their m u t u a l Recovery, and the 
Rev iva l o f the things that were ready to die, they gradually 
infeQed one another , according as they fel l in to their De­
cays, and countenanced one another by their Examples unto a 
continuance i n fuch Difbrders . T H E 
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T H E Image w h i c h i n late Ages was fet up hereof i n Diocefan 

and Metropohtical Vifitations, and thofe o f lejfer di(lriifs under 
Officers o f A n t i - c h r i f t i a n Names, hath been u fe fu l rather un to 
D e f t r u a i o n than Edif ica t ion . But fo i t hath fallen out i n m o l t 
t i l ings concerning Church-Order, W o r f h i p and Di fc ip l ine . 
T h e Power and Spir i tual i ty o f D i v i n e Inf l : i tut ions being l o f t , 
a Machine hath been f ramed to make an appearance and repre-
fentat ion o f them to diver t the minds o f M e n f r o m enquir ing 
after the P r imi t ive l u f f i t u t i on o f C h r i f t , w i t h an experience of 
their Eff icacy . 

C O N S I D E l l I N G w h a t w e have learned i n thefe later Ages, 
by w o e f u l experience o f w h a t ha th fal len out fo rmer ly a m o n g f i 
all the Churches i n the W o r l d , as unto their Degeneracy from 
Gofpd Worfjip and Holinefs, w i t h the abounding o f Tempta ­
tions i n t hedays -where inwehve , and the f p i r i t u a l decays tha t 
all Churches are prone unto , i t were not amifs i f thofe Churches 
w h i c h do w a l k i n exprefs C o m m u n i o n , \vo\x\A frequently m<et^ in 
Synods to enquire in to the fp i r i t ua l ftate o f t l i em a l l , and to g ive 
advice for the co r r c f t i on o f w h a t is amifs, the due prefervation 
o f the pu r i ty o f W o r f h i p , the exercife o f D i fc ip l ine , but ef_pe-
cially o f the Power, Demonf t r a t ion and F r u i t of Evangelical 

Oocd iencc^^^ i t is evident w h a t are th& ends o<i i'ach Synods 
imoncT .the Churches o f C h r i f t . T h e general end o f them a l l , 
is to P%mote the Edification o f the whole Body or C l i u r c h Cat l io-
i i ck . A n d that, ( i . ) T o ;re^.; .^ D / ^ / ^ ; . . f r o m diftercnc^^^^ 
inr^crmpni- nnd Dradicc w h i c h arc contrary thereunto. J he i ^n f t 
C h ^ r t an S > i 7 ^ ^ ^ an AfTembly o f the . . . F.f Churches ia 
t i e W o r k / b y t l ieir Delegates. T h e F i r f t C h u i x h o f the Jem 
w L at 7 r ; / . L ^ , and the F i r f t Church o f the Gc^ . . / . . was at 
1 to prev nt Div i f ions , and to pre crve C o m m u m o n 
ife e o ; them^, was tlie Brft Synod Cdehrated, A f t 15. ( - f o 
avoid or cure 0fences againft mutua l love among them. (3 ) T o 
adv^Ke the l igh t o f the Gofpel by a j . ; ; . / C . . / # . / . and A^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
ment i n the Fa i th . ( 4 . ) T o give a concurrent 2 # . v . . , ^ 
S i t pernicious Herefies or Errors, wl ie r^^y the Fa i th of any 
i^ove t h r o w n or i n danger fo to be. ( ^ ) T o rdteve f uch by ad-

file:///vo/x/A
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dcmonftt-atc i n parr icular , h o w every one o f t hem 
la th i n 'viilg.'ir efiecm obtained that T i t l e , were openly 

vice as may be by any Diotrefhes unduly caft out o f the C h u r c h . 
W H A T arc the e W j whereunto they have been ufed, may 

be feen i n tl ie Volumes w r i t t e n concerning them, and tiie n:mkr~ 
I t f s Laws enaaed in t l i e m , whereof very l i t t le belongs unto the 
•DifcipUnc of the Gofptl, or real C o m m u n i o n o f Churclies. 

meafure or extent o f them ar i ic th f r o m concernment 
and'convenience. A l l unprejudiced Perfbns do novv acknow­
ledge, t i iat the pretence o f Oecumenical Councils, where in the 
who le Church o f C h r i f t on the Ear th , or all particular 
Churches l l i ou ld be rcprefented, and 16 obliged to acquiefce i n 
t he i r Determinations, is a fond Imagina t ion . A n d i t were 
eafie to 
w h i c h hath „ , . 
remote f r o m fo being. Such Councils nevcf were , and, as i t 
is improbable, never w i l l nor can be, nor are any w a y needful 
unto the Edif icat ion o f .the C h u r c h . 

T H E I R due meafurc and hounds, as was faid before, arc 
given them by concernment and convenience ; where in rcfjoeO: 
a l fo may be had unto the Ability o f fome Ciiurches to promote 
Edif ica t ion above others. Such Churches as are i n the fame 
inftances concerned i n the caufes o f them before declared, and 
may be he lp fu l unto the ends mentioned, arc to convene i n f u c h 

' mods. A n d this concernment may be either f r o m fome o f thofe 
caufes i n themfelves, or f r o m that D u t y w h i c h tliey owe unt© 
other Churches \Vhich are immediate ly concerned. So i t was i n 
the Af f i f t ance given by the Church Jerufalem, i n that v,afe 
w h i c h was peculiar to the Church o f Antioch. 

W I T H this interefl or concernment, there m u f t be a concur-
^.ence o f natural , mora l and pol i t ica l Conveniences. Some 
Churches are planted at f i i c h diftances frv>ni others, that i t is 
natural ly impof/ible that they Oiould ever meet together to advife 
by their Melfengers , and fome at f i i c h as that they cannot 
aifemble but w i t h fuch di f f icul t ies and hazzardsa.% exempt t h e m 
f r o m the D u t y o f i t . A n d whereas they are placed under dife-

ent Civil Governments, and t l iofe of t- t imes engaged i n m u t u a l 
enmities, and always jealous o f the a f t i ngs o f t h e i r \ ) w n Sub-
jedls i n conjunf i t ion w i t h them that are.not f b , they cannot fi> 

convene 
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^onvem and preferve the o u t w a r d peace o f the Churches. 
Hence the largeft o f the Councils o f old that are called Oecu-
mmicdy never pretended farther than the f ingle Roman Empire ; 
w h e n there were innumerable Churches planted under the 
C i v i l J u r i f d i a i o n o f other Sovereigns. 

W H E R E F O R E i n the AfTembling o f Churches i n Synods, 
r e fpe f t is to be had unto the convenience o f their meeting, that 
i t may be f o far as is polTible w i t h o u t trouble or danger. A n d 
this , w i t h r e f p e d un to the caufes or occafions o f them w i l l 
determine w h a t Churches, w h i c h or h o w many niay be ne-
ceffary on f i i c h occafions to conf l i tu te a Synod. A n d i t is u f e f u l 
hereunto, that the Churches w h i c h are planted w i t h i n fuch a 
circumference as gives faciUty or convenience for fuch conventi­
ons, Qiould by v i r tue o f their mutua l C o m m u n i o n , be i n cxprefs 
•eadinefs to convene on all occafions o f common concernment. 

A G A I N , i n the affifl:ance w h i c h i n the way o f Advice and 
Counfel, any one C h u r c h may fl;and i n need o f f r o m others, 
r e f p e d is to be had in their defire, unto fuch Churches as arc 
reputed and k n o w n to have the befi ability to give Advice i n the 
cafe ; on w h i c h account the Church at Antioch addrefTed them­
felves i n a peculiar manner unto the Church at Jerufalem w h i c h 

was far d i i f an t f r o m them. . f c • v / o 
B U T i n all thefe cafes ufe is to be made of Spiritual Fru-

dence w i t h r e f p e a unto all forts o f Ci rcumftances ; w h i c h , 
a l though ibrae w o u l d deny as the pr ivi lege o f even matters 
o f F a a and the Appl ica t ion o f general Scripture Rules unto 
Praf t ice becaufe w e require D i v i n e I n f t i t u t i o n unto all parts 
o f Religious W o r f l ^ i p ; r ^ ' ^ . ^ f ^ ^ ^ ' ^ f j , ' ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
hell we have i n the fervice o f C h r i f t and his C h u i c h , ratl ier 
t ^ n c o m p V w i t h any t h i n g w h i c h m the whole fubftance o f 
i t is fore ign to his I n f l i t u t i o n . , • • - i 

' l - r T a s the Roman Empire under one Monarch m its C i v d 
D i f i r i b r i o n s for Rule and Government, w h i c h gave the firfl 
J^fc t T o c c a f i o n unto a pretended vifbly Ruling Catholick 
c t X n d T o n e Spiri tual M o n a r c h , d i f t r ibu ted in to thofe that 
Jc^Patriarchal, Diocefan, MetropoUtical, and oAers o f infer ior 
S s . For retaining the peopb m their C i v i l D i ^ g ^ 
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wherelnto they were caft according to the PoUty and In te re f t o f 
the Empire , there were Ecckfiajlical OfficQvs aff igned unto each 
d i f t r i b u t i o n , anfwerable unto the C i v i l OiRcers w h i c h were 
ordained i n the Pol i ty o f the Empi re . So i n an fwer unto Deputies, 

{Exarchsy Fr^fe^s, Govermurs of Provinces and Cities, there were 
found out and cre£tcd Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Diocefans, i n 
various Al lo tments o f Terr i tor ies and Powers, r equ i r ing un to 
their complcat State one vifible Monarchical Head, as the Empire 
had, w h i c h was the Pope. A n d whereas the Emperors had n o t 
on ly a Ci'vil Rule and Power, but a Military a l io , cxercifed 
under them by Legates, Generals, Tribunes, Centurions, and the 
l i ke ; f o there was railed an EcckfiaflicalMilitia i n vai'ious Orders 
o f Monks, Friars, and Votaries o f al l Ibrts, w h o under their i m ­
mediate Generals and FrxfeBs d id depend abfblutely o n the So­
vereign Power o f the N e w Eccleftaflical Monarch. So was the 
v i f ib le p rofe f t ing C h u r c h moulded and faf t i ioned in to an li^tage 
o f the old Roman Pagan Empire, as i t was fore to ld i t Ihou ld 
be. Revel, i j , 14, 15. A n d a l though this Image was f i r f t f r amed 
i n compliance w i t h i t , and for a reiemblance o f i t ; yet i n procefs 
o f t ime i t f ub f t i t u t ed i t f e l f entirely i n the room o f the Empire 
t a k i n g al l its Power unto i t f e l f , and do ing all its Works . 

F R O M this d i f t r i b u t i o n o f various forts o f new-f ramed 
Churches i n the Roman Empire^ arofe a c o n f t i t u t i o n o f Synods 
or Councils i n fubordina t ion one un to another, u n t i l by f u n d r y 
degrees o f Afcen t they arr ived un to thof^; w h i c h they called 

Ueneral under the c o n d u d o f the Pope, w h o f e Senate they were. 
B U T thefc things have 'no countenance g iven them by any 

.Divine I n f t i t u t i o n , Apof to l i ca l Example , or p ra f t i ce o f the 
F i r f t Churches, but are a meer p r o d u d o f Secular In t e r e f t 
w o r k i n g i t f e l f i n a My fiery of Iniquity. 

S I N C E the D i l f o l u t i o n o f the Roman Empire, Nat ions have 
been caft in to diflmSt Civil Governments o f t i i c i r o w n , w h o f e 
Sovereignty is i n themfelves, by the event o f W a r and C o u n -
iels thereon emergent. U n t o each o f thefe i t is fuppofed there 
is a Church-State accommodated; as the Church of England the 

XChurch of Scotland, the Church of France, and the l i k e ; whofe 
I O r i g i n a l and Being depends on the F i r f t event o f W a r i n that 

P i f e l u t i m 

I 
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DilTolut ion . U n t o thefe new Church-States w h o f e Being 
Bounds and L i m i t s are given un to them abfolutely by t n o f l - o f 
the C i v i l Government w h i c h they belong unto , i t is t hough t 
meet that EccMiaftical Synods fliould be accommodated. But i n 
w h a t way this is to be done there is not yet ^ " ^J^ '^^^f" '^^^"^ 
i t is not my prefent bufinels to confider the diftcrences that are 
about i t , w h i c h are k n o w n unto this N a t i o n on a dear account. 
Y e t tins I fha l l f k y , that whereas i t is eminent y u fe fu l unto the 
Edi f ica t ion o f t\I Church CMick that all ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ l ^ ' ^ f ^ 
f e f f i n g t h e fame D o f t r i n e o f Fa i th w ^ i i n the L i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
fame Suoream C i v i l Government , f hou ld hold conftant a t tua l 
c l S o n ' m o n g themfelves unto theends o f i t before m e n t i -
oned I fee not h o w i t can be any abridgment o f the L i b e r t y o f 

Churches, or interfere w i t h any o their ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
fhev hold bv Div ine I n f t i t u t i o n , i f t h rough more conftant lejjer 
S f - r A d v i c e , there be a communicat ion o f their m u t u a l 
c S e n unt^ thofe that are greater, u n t i ^ i f occafion require 
Tnd i t b e ^ ^ d i e n t , there b e % . ^ e W ^ ^ - ^ / ^ o f them all t o 
S ? i f e about^any t h i n g where in they - ^ . - - ' ^ ^ " ^ [ J ^ , 

his is granted only w i t h thefe L i n u t a t i o n J ^ ^ ^ ^ 
R,,hts ofT^rticularC^^^^^^^ ^ T ) T h t t they 

affume no >4«^^^' ' 'y f'^ ,7 J T h a t none are immediately 

X T t is w f I h a T C q u f r e ) w h o are not prefent m them b y 
their o w n Delegates. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^l , ich is 

F O R that k ind of . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f o f fund ry Parochial 
a convention of th?^ î -iue^^^ ^ , ordinar i ly 
Churches, d i f t i ngu i fhed ^ [ ' / ^ ^ ^ and for the exercife 
i n fome af ts o f i t by_ vir tue o f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ k i ^ d o f par t i -
o f O f f i c e - F o w e r , i t i s t h e cô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  .^^^ 
cular Churches by a co"^bination o ^.^^.^^ ^̂ ^̂ .̂ ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ donefbmet imes , and i n 

fon^^P^f^l'pXfo" ^^"^ EcckjiaPcalSyn^ 
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are to conf i f t , m u f t be enquired in to . A n d there is no th ing 
o f meer humane frttdential con f t i t u t ion that hath longer ob­
tained i n the C h u r c h , than that thofe f l i o u l d be Officers of the 
Churches only. A n d , whereas after the days o f the Apoft les w e 
have no Record o f any Synods more Churches than one, u n t i l 

[after the d i f t i n d i o n was made between Bifljops and Presbyters, 
i;they were made up o f both forts o f t hem. But af terwards, 
thefe w h o were peculiarly called Bifhops, enclofed this R i g h t 
unto themfe lves ; on w h a t grounds God k n o w s , there being 
no one T i t t l e i n the Scripture, or the L i g h t o f Reafbn to give 
t hem countenance therein. 

I T m u f t therefore be a f f i rmed , that no Perfbns, by v i r tue 
o f any Off ice meerly, have R i g h t to be Members o f Ecclefi-
aflicd Synods as f u c h . Ne i the r is there either Example or Rea. 
Ion to give colour unto any f i i c h pretence. Farther is no Office-
Power t o be exerted in fuch Synods us Cuch, neither conj unf i t ly 
b y al l the Members o f t hem, nor fingly by any o f them 
Officers of the C h u r c l i , BifhopSy Paflors, Elders, may be pre 
fent i n t hem, ought to be prefent i n t hem, are meeteft f o r the 
m o f t part f o to be, but meerly as fuch, i t belongs not un to t hem. 
T h e Care, Ove r f igh t and Ru le o f the Churches whereunto they 
do belong, the F iock among them d i f t i n f t l y is commi t ted 
unto them, and f o r that they are i n f t r u t f e d w i t h Power and 
A u t h o r i t y by v i r tue of their Of f i ce . But as unto their cOn-
u n f t i o n i n Synods, w h i c h is a meer a f t and effe£t o f the Com­

munion of Churches among themfelves, i t is not commi t t ed un to 
them i n a w a y o f peculiar R i g h t by v i r tue o f their Of f ice . I f 
i t be f b , w i t h o u t r e f p e f t un to the power o f the M a g i f t r a t e i n 
calling them, or o f the Churches i n choof ing t hem, then i t 
belongs unto them a l l ; f o r tha t w h i c h belongs unto any o f 
them, as f u c h by v i r tue o f Of f i ce , belongs equally unto 4//, and 
i f i t belongs un to rf//,then i t belongs un to all oione fort only,zs fo r 
inftance Bifhops ; or un to all of all jorts, as fo r inftance Presbyters 
alfo. I f i t be ftatedin the latter w a y , then every Presbyter as f u c h 
by vir tue o f his O f f i c e , hath R i g h t and Power to be prefent 
i n a l l Eccleftafiical Synods, equal w i t h that o f the Bifhops. Fo r 
a l though i t be fuppofed that his Off ice is not equal unto the i r s ; 

e t 

/ 



Of the Commnmon of Chnirches. 

yet i t is fo alfo that this R i g h t doth equally belong unto his 
Of f i ce . I f the former be avowed, namely, that this R i g h t be­
longs unto Bifjops only ( f u c h as are pleaded f o r ) by v i r tue 
o f their Off ice as f u c h ; then, ( i . ) I defire tha t any tolerable 
p roo f o f the confinement o f this R i g h t unto fuch an Off ice be 
produced, either f r o m the Scripture or Reafon, or the Example 
o f the F i r f l : Churches; w h i c h as yet I have never feen. ( i . ) I 
fear not to fay , that a falfe p re fumpt ion hereof was one p r inc i ­
pal caufe and means o f in t roduc ing T y r a n n y in to the Churches, 
and the utter ruine o f their L i b e r t y . . 

C O N C E R N I N G the compof i t ion that is made herein, t l i a t 
fome fhou ld convene i n Ecclefiafikd Synods by their o w n perfo^ 
nd Right, and i n v i r tue o f their Off ice , and others by a k i n d 
o f Delegation f r o m fome o f their o w n Order, i t being a meer 
pol i t ica l conf t i t a t ion , w h i c h I fliall immediately fpeak unto , 
i t is not here to be taken notice of. . i i 

T H E R E is noth ing therefore i n Scripture Example, or the 
L i ' ^ h t o f Na tu ra l Realbn, w i t h the principles o f all Societies i n 
U n i o n or C o m m u n i o n , that w i l l lead us any farther than this ; 
tha t fuch Synods are to be compofed, and conf i l t of l uc l i r e r -
fons as are chofcn and delegated by :thofe Churches refoeaive ly 
w h o do a a and exert their C o m m u n i o n i n fuch AfTembhes.-
^o was i t i n the F i r i l Example o f them, J£l. 15. The Church 
of Jntioch cho^o and lent Meifengers o f their o w n number, t o 
ad^ffe w k h the Jpoftles and Elders o f the Church ^t^erfakm j . 
a w h i c T c L f u l t a t i o n the Members of that C W ^ alfo were 
L i n t A n d this is the whole o f the nature and ufe o f Eccle-
f$^iSynods I t 

E d X a r 1 l e f w e ' ^ l n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ voluntaryconvention^^^ 
? r o S o Bifhops Presbyters, w i t h fome others-

2 6 1 
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were o f a mixf nature adv i f ing about things CivilandPolittca!^ 
as w e l l as Sacred and Religious, efpecially w i t h refpcdl unto 
mutua l conteils between Popes and Princes. I n t h e m the 
whole nature o f Ecclefiafiical Synods, was l o f t and buried 
and all Re l ig ion a lmof t def t royed. 

T H U S this laudable practice o f Churches act ing their m u 
tuai C o m m u n i o n by meet ing i n Synods or AiTcmblies by their 
Delegates or Meffengers , to ad vile about things o f their com^ 
m o n concernment and jo in t Edi f ica t ion , as occafion Ihoulc 
require, founded i n the L i g h t o f Na tu r e , and countenancec 
j y P r imi t ive , A p o f t o l i c a l Example , was turned by the de 
I g n i n g Interefts and A m b i t i o n o f M e n , unto the cnf ta t ingo^ 

a l l Ci iurch-Power i n f u c h Synods, and the U f u r p a t i o n o f a 
Power g iven unto no Churches, nor all o f them together, as 
m i g h t be made evident by inftances innumerable. 

A N D whereas they have made fiich a noife i n C h r i f t i a n 
Re l ig ion , and i iave filled l b many Volumes w i t h their j46ts 
and doings, yet fbme o f them, w h o under the Pope, woulc 
place all R e l i g i o n i n t h e m , do grant and contend that t l iey are 
a mzQX .Humane Invention'. So Bellarmine Siffirms Pighi us t o 
have done i n his Eook de C a left. Hierarch. Lib. 6. Cap. r . B u t 
f o r his part he judgeth that i t is more probable t l i a t they have a 
D i v i n e Or ig ina l by vir tue o f that W o r d ; Where Two or Three 
are gathered together in my Name, there I will be in the midfi of 
them J M a t t h . i 8 . De Concil. Lib. i . Cap. 5. w h i c h w i l l no t 
bear the leaft part o f the fuper f t rud ture pretended to be b u i l t 
upon i t 

O F thefe Delegates and Meffengers o f the C h u r c h , the 
Elders or Officers o f them, or fbme o f them at leaft , ought t o 
be the pr inc ipa l . For there is a peculiar care o f publick EdifcA-
tion incumbent on t h e m , w h i c h they are to exercife on a l l 
j u f t occafions ; T h e y are p re f l imcd j u f t l y to k n o w beft the 
ftate o f their o w n Churches, and to be beft able to judge o f 
matters under confiderat ion. A n d they do better reprefent 
the Churches f r o m w h o m they are fent , t l ian any pr ivate 
Brethren can do \ and f o receive that R e f p e d and Reverence 
wJ i i ch is due to the Churches themfelves. As a l fb they are 
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m o f t meet t o report and recommend the Synodal Determi-
nations un to their Churches ; and a contrary pra f t i ce w o u l d 
qu ick ly introduce con fu f ion . ru u v 

B U T yet i t is not necelTary that they alone f h o u l d be 
f o fent or Delegated by the Churches ; but many have others 
joined w i t h t hem, and had f o u n t i l Prelatical Vfurfatum 
overturned their Libert ies . So there were others befide 
Paul and Barnabas fent ivom Antioch to Jerufalem ; and the 
Brethren o f that C h u r c h , whatever is impudent ly pretended 
to the contrary, concurred i n the Decree and Determmat ion 
there made. ^ , r v j -

5. T H A T w h i c h is termed the calling o/the/e Synods, iS 
no th ing but the voluntary con/ent of the Churches concerned to 
meet together by their Delegates and Meffengers, for the ends before 
declared. „ 

I N O w a y deny, but that a C^^^/^'^J ^ ' ' ^ ^ A ^ ^ ^ S f t e ^ 
vene by his A u t h o r i t y the BiOaops, Pafiors or M m i f t e r s , 
w i t h fuch others as he fha l l t h i n k meet w i t h m his o w n 
T e r r i t o r i e s ; yea, and receive in to his Convent ion m^et M e n 
out o f the Terr i tor ies o f others by their content, to 
among themfelves, and to give him Advice about lucn con­
cernments o f Re l ig ion , and o f the C h u i x h " " f f ' - D o -
m;n;nn i n r l Rc^iulatc h i m f c l f accordinglv. I t natn oeen 
I f S d w i t h - o o d fuccefs, and may be w i t h bad alfo. 
5 n f l do deny that Churches have Power, w i t h o u t the con-

L a w o f the L a n d is a l lowed. ^ j ^ - ^ j , 
B U T whereas the Synods ^h^i^ot w ^.ognizance 

are all that belong unto 
o f any O W / ^ ^ i f w h e r e n i ^ t h e Pal^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

conceded ; h L no i^l^^'g^iJD^^^^^^^^^ «f 
no determination, but only ^ ^ f ^ preaching o f the W o r d ; 
T r u t h , o f the fame "a^^^''^.^/^ ^ t L h c a ^ S ^ beyond their' 
there is no more req^^ '̂̂ ^^^ i n external 
o w n content , but on ly that tney may ^ ^ _ E g a c e , 
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peace by the pe rmi f f ion o f the Magifirate ; w h i c f i w h e n they 
cannot obtain , they m u f t deport themfelves as i n cafe o f 
other Duties required o f them by the L a w o f C h r i f t . 

6. I N ' t h e l a f t place I f h a l l fpeak br ief ly o f the Power and 
Authority of thefe Synods, i n w h a t meafures, extent and 
numbers fbever they are aftembled. For a l though this m a y 
be eafily C o f i e d e d f r o m w h a t ha th been declared concerning 
their. Or ig ina l , Na tu re , Cauies, U f e and Ends ; yet i t m a y 
be neceJTary to be more part icularly enquired in to , becaufe o f 
the many differences that are about i t . 

T H E R E is a three-fold Power afcribed wnto Synods. T h e 
F i r f t is declarative, c o n f i f t i n g i n an Au tho r i t a t i ve Teach ing and 
declaring the M i n d o f God i n the Scripture. T h e Second 
is confiitutive, appoin t ing and ordaining things to be believed, 
or done and obferved by and upon its o w n A u t h o r i t y : A n d 
T h i r d l y executive i n A d s o f J u r i f d i d i o n towards Perfbns 
and Churches. 

T H E Perfbns w h o m the A u t h o r i t y pleaded , may a f f e d , 
are o f T w o forts , ( i . ) Such as have their/'yo/'f:;'Re/>re/e;??4-
tives prefent i n fuch Synods , w h o are d i r e d l y concerned i n 
its conciliary determinations. ( 2 . ) Such as have no fuch 
Reprefentatives in t hem , w h o can be no o the rwi fe con­
cerned but i n the D o d r i n e mater ial ly confidercd, declared 
i n t hem. 

W H E R E F O R E the ground o f any Churches receiving, 
c o m p l y i n g w i t h , or obeying the Determinations and Decrees 
o f Synods mxiik he', either, ( i . ) Tht evidence of Truth, g iven 
un to thofe Determinations by the Synod f r o m the Scripture ; or , 
( 2 . ) T h e Authority of the Synod it felf a f f e d i n g the M i n d s and 
Confbiences o f thofe concerned. 

I N the Fir ft w a y , where in the AfTent and Obedience of 
Churches is refblved u l t imate ly in to the evidence of Truth 
f r o m the Scripture, upon the judgment w h i c h they make 
thereof, not on ly the difcovery o f T r u t h is to be owned , but 
there is an Authoritative Propofal o f i t by v i r tue o f the pro 
mi fed prefence o f C h r i f t i n t l i e m , i f duly fough t and re­
garded ; whence great Ref^oed and Reverence is due unto 
them. T H E 
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T H E Power o f a Synod for the execution o f its Decrees, 
refpeQs either, ( i . ) T h e Things or D(5j?W^eJ declared; and 
is recommendatory o f them on its A u t h o r i t y f r o m the prefenca 
o f C h r i f t ; or , {o..^ Perfons ; to Cenfure , Excommunicate or 
p u n i f h thofe w h o receive t l iem not. ^ ; ' ^ f T 

T H E S E things being premifed , the )u f t Power of Synods-
may be pof i t ive ly and negatively declared g ± e ^ ^ ^ ^ 
i n g Affer t ions . ^ 'V v " . , ' v u , 

I . T H E Authority of a Synod declaring the m i n d ot God 
vrom the Scripture i n D o f t r i n e , or g i v i n g Counlel as unto 
prad ice Sjnodicdly unto them whofe proper Reprelentatives arc 
prefent i n i t , w h o f e Decrees and Determinations arc, to be re­
ceived and fubmi t t ed unto on the evidence of their Truth^v\A 
Nece f f i t y , as recommended t\\z Authority of the Synod hom 
the p romifed Prelence o f C h r i f t among them, is fui table 
un to the M i n d o f C h r i f t , and the Example given by the 

Apof t l e s , IS - . o t. o J • 
H E N C E i t is evident, t l ia t i n and after fuch <S>/w^ ,̂ i t is 

i n the power o f Churches concerned, humbly to confider and 
w e i g h , ( I . ) evidences o f the Prefence o f C h r i f t m them, 
W the manner, caufes and ends o f their AlTembling, arid 
f r o m their Depor tment therein. ( 2 . ) W h a t regard i n their 
Conf t i tu t ions and Determinations there hath been unto the 
Wld of God, and whether i n all things i t hath had its due pre-
hpminence (" ?.:> H o w all their Determinations have been educed 

TZ^Tru^^^^ r o. 
W T H O U T a due exercife o f judgment w i t h r e fpea unto 
W i 1 n u u A nKliaed bv anv Synodical DeternJtmt-

there .h.ngs, S o „ T t h e m f a ' S o n * e V ' n . o f t hem, many 
„om; I f ^ ' ^ l ^ ' S l f ^ h o L ' ^ had the ou tward Appearance 

Robbers, - - f J S ' ^ l X T t o 

fta™o?S S u r S f where in i t is declining m H . t h , W o r f l ^ P 
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I n d Holinels , thm Synods, according to the u lual w a y o f t l m F 
c a l l i n - and convention, where thele^ t i l ings are abfent. Por 
S e y have aheady been the pr incipal means o f leading on and 
tney iid.v y . j ^ i ^h Churches have fallen in to , 
^ f t i f y i n g all ^ \ ^ l f f ^ ^ g ,bat nature, w h i c h d id 
For never vva Saperfti t ions w h i c h had i n 
c o m Z F-aaice entred in to the C h u r c h , and opened a 
Do^r to a progrefs i n t hem ; nor was ever the pretence ot 
any o f t hem for o u t w a r d Reformat ion o f any ufe or f i g n i -

^ ^ s ^ ^ T H E Authority of A Synod de termining Articks of 
vJh? conflittaing Orders and Decrees fox the conicientious 
nhfcrvance o f things o f their o w n appointment , to be//.^;^;/^. 
ted unto and obeyed on the Reafon o f t h k A u t h o r i t y under 
the penalty o f Excommnnkation, and the trouble by C u i t o m 
and T v r a n n y thereto annexed, or aded i n a w a y of Jurifdt-
aion over Churches or Perfons, is a meer Humane Inven­
tion for w h i c h no th ing can be pleaded but prefcnpt ion f r o m 
the 'Fourth Century o f the C h u r c h , when the progrcfs ot the 
fatal A p o f t a f y became v i f ib le . 

T f l E proof o f both thefe Affer t ions depends on w h a t was 
before declared o f the nature and ufe o f thefc Synods. 
For i f they are fuch as w e have evinced, no other Power 
or A ithority can be afcribed unto them but that here a l lowed. 
Ye t the whole may be farther i l luf t ra ted by fome br ief confide, 
rations o f the Ajfembly at Jerufakm i n the nature o f a Synod, 

Recorded, ^<f?. 15- ' • t r>t i r 
1. T H E occafton o f i t was a difference i n the Church of 

Antioch, w h i c h they could not compofe among themlelves, 
becaufe'thofe w h o caufed the Difference, pretended A u t h o 
r i ty f r o m the Afofiks, as is evident T/. I . and 14. 

2. T H E means o f its convention, was the defire and vo lun -
tary'reference o f the matters i n debate, made by the Church at 
Antioch where the difference was, unto that at Jtrufakm, 
whence as i t was pretended, the caufe o f the difference aroie 
unto the hazzard o f their mutual C o m m u n i o n , to be con-
fu l t ed o f w i t h their o w n Meffengers . 

g. T H R 
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•5. T H E Verfons conftiming the Sjftod, WQVC the Jpojl/es, 
Elders and Brethren o f the Church at jerufalem, and the 
Meffengers o f that Jntioch, w i t h w h o m Paul and Barnabas 
were joined i n the tame Delegation. 

4 . T H E matter i n difference was debated as unto the m m d 
o f God concerning i t i n the Scripture, and out o f the Scripture 
O n James's propolal the determination was made. 

5. T H E R E was nothing impofed a-nerv on the praf t ice o f the 
Churches, only d i r c f t i o n is given i n one particular inftance 
as unto D u t y , neceffary on many accounts unto the Gentile 
Converts, namely to abftain f r o m Fornication, and i r o m the 
ufe of their Liberty i n iuch inftances o f its pradice as whereon 
fcandal w o u l d enfue, w h i c h was the D«^7 o f all Chr i f t i ans 
even before this determination, and {sib f i l l m many other m -
ftances befides thofe mentioned i n the Decree.; only i t . was 
n o w declared unto them. 

6 T H E Grounds whereon the Synod propoled the Rece­
p t ion o f and compliance w i t h its Decrees were P o " ^ y •) J^],^^ 
w h a t they had determined was the mind of the Holy Ufjojt : 
It pleafed the Holy Ghofl. T h i s m i n d they k n e w either by 
Infpiration, or immediate Revelation made unto themie ves, 
or bv what was Written or Recorded i n the Scripture, w h i c h 
on all other occafions they alledged as w h a t - w a s the W W , 

kand fpoken by the H o l y G h o f t . A n d i t is evident, that i t was 
x\<x', latter way, namely, a difcovery of the mmd of the Holy 
Ghofl in the Scripture that is intended. However , i t is con-

^ . . , vTor,.n r . f n i r i f t and by vir tue ot his convened i n the Name 01 »w.niuL, rtu^ MJ. ^ , , , 
P ™ whereof w e have Tpoken belore: f . . ^ ^ 
Ghofl and us. ( 3 . ) T h a t the things w h i c n th^Y ^ad de­
termined were neceffary, that is antecedently fo unto t l a 

de terminat ion; namely, -¥^^«^^ i^ f j ^ ? ^ ^J^, 
L i b e r t y i n things indilFerent i n cafe o f fcandal. ( 4 . ) F i o m 
the Dnty, w i t l i ^-efpcd unto the Peace and mutua l C o ^ 
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muri io i i o f the ^jewifh and Gentile Ciiurches ; Doing thtts^ 
fay they, -̂e jhalldomll, w h i c h is a l l the Sunltion o f their 
Decree ; man i f e f t i ng that i t was Dolirind, not Authoritative 
i n w a y o f J u r i f d i f t i o n . 

7 . T H E DoStrinal Abridgement of the Liberty of the Gentile 
Chrift tans in cafeoffcandal, they call the impofmgofno other 
Burden, i n oppof i t ion unto w h a t they rejedled, namely, the 
impoftng a yoke of Ceremonies upon them, v. 10. So as that the 
meaning o f thefe Words is. T h a t they w o u l d lay no Burden on 
them at alL but Only advife them unto things necejfary for the 
avoidance o f fcandal. For i t is impious to imagine t l ia t the 
Apof t les w o u l d in^pofe any yoke, or lay any burden on the 
Difciples , but only the yoke and burden of Chrift, as being 
contrary to their C o m m i f f i o n , Matth. 28 . 19, 20. 

H E N C E i t w i l l f o l l o w , Th^Lt o. Synod convened in the A^ame 
of Chrift, by the voluntary confent of fever al Churches concerned 
in mutual Communion, may declare and determine of the mind of 
the Holy Ghoft in the Scripture, and Decree the obfervation of 
things true and necejfary, becaufe revealed and appointed in the 
Scripture, which are to he received, owned and obferved, on the 
evidence of the mind of the Holy Ghoft in them, and the Mi-
mjterial Authority of the Synod it f e l f . 

F I N I S . 
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