Of the Contmmnion of Chwrcbes. —~/ Go‘g‘
théWUnion of all Churches, and {o of the Catholick Church B f;}.,,
i rved. 33 ha
: Ii‘r I?IRI:S is that bleffed omenefs which the Lord Chrift prayed l‘ixﬂdo :
or fo carneftly for his Difciples, that they might be oze iz the. f 9
FEather and the Son, one among themfelves, and made perfect in one, o
o. 21, 22, 23. without any refpect unto that borrid P

Jo g T i~ the latter daysof the Churcl i
fmage of it, which was fet up in the latter dayso urch, (Jl"ﬂ
which all Men were compelled to bow down unto, and f\‘vor-‘ ’ f
(hip, with the fire of Nebuchadnezzars Furnance. Of any. / i
other Union there is not the leaft mention in the Scripture. : M
) THIS. Union of the Catholick Church in all particular. ) o
Churches, is always the fame, inviolable, ‘unchangeable, com- v |
prehending all the Churches in the World at all times ; not p/‘ 1
confinable unto .any State or. Party, not interruptible byvany . and
external form, nor to be prevailed again(t by the Gates of Flell 5 i
and all fuch Difputes about a Cathalick Church, and its Uniozn, Wcﬁ
25 can be fo much as queffionable among them that profefs to t:lb"
believe the Gofpel, are in. dire¢t oppofition unto the_ Prayers f
and Promifes of Jefus Chrift. Whillt Evangelical Faith, Holi- meﬂ"é
nefs, Obedience unto the Commands of Chrift, and Mutual Love , % 4
abide in any on the Earth, there isthe Catholick C@unh;,and R 4
whilft they are profefled, that Catholick Church is wvifible ; other h'”e.
atholick Church upon the Earth I believe none; nor any that i ﬁ
Ffeeds other things unto its Conftitution. i
‘THESE things being premifed, I proceced unto that thc;
which is our prefent Enquiry, namely, Wherein the Com- [|
munion of particular Churches. among themfelves doth confift. wil
THE Communion of Churches, is their joint actings in the o
(ame Gofpel Duties towards.God in Chrift, with their mutual : Prel
actings towards each other, with refpect uﬂto'tbe. end. of t’;:lezr In- e
fitution and Being, which is the Glory of Chrift in the Edification cn
of the whole Catholick Church. dcﬁ
AS unto the atings of the firft fort, the ground of them /
is Faith, and therein is the firft Aét of the Communion of g !

Churches. And this Communion in Faith among all the

Churches of Chrift is. two-fold. (1.) General in the belief j
of the fame Do&rine of Truth, which is according unto. 9

. ~ Godlinefs, | /]




Godline(s, the fame Articles of Faith, and the publick pro-

as. its material Object.’
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fefﬁon thereof ; fo that every one of them is the Grownd and
Pillar of the fame Truth. This the Primitive Church pro-
vided for in Creeds and Symbols, or Confeflions of Faith, as is
known. But as never any one of them was exprelly owned
by all Churches ; fo in procefs of time they came to be abufed,
as exprefling the fence of the prefent Church, whether true or
falfe.. Hence we have as many Arian Creeds yet extant, as
thofe that are Orthodox. But unto the Communion of all par-
ticular Churches in the World, there is nothing required but
a belief of the Scripture to be the Wordof God, with a profefled
affenc” unto all Divine Revelations therein contained ; pro-
vided that no Error be avowed that is contrary to the princi-|
pal or fundamental Dorines of it. “For although any Society|
of Men fhould profefs the Scripture to-be the Word of. God,|
and avow an Aflent unto the Revelations made therein,. yet
by the conceptions of their Minds, and mifunderftanding of
the fence of the Holy Spirit therein, they may embrace and
adhere unto fuch Errors, as may cut them off fromall Com-
munion with the Catholick” Church in Faith. Such are the
denial of the holy Trinity, the Incarnation of the Son of God,
His Divine Perfon or Office, the Redemption of the Church by
his Blood ; the neceffity of Regeneration by his Spirit, and th.e.
like. And they may alfo add that of their own unto thei
profeffed Belicf, as fhall exclude them from Communion with
the Catholick Church.  Such are the Affertion of Traditions as
equal with the written.Word ; of another Head of the Clmr}c/x
befides the Lord Chrift; of anther Sacrifice befides what he
once offered for all; and the like. ~ But where any are

preferved from fuch Hercfies on' the one ‘hand and lthc: otlhclry
Jtherc is no more required unto Communior w1tl}1k§.l% ZV,EO(_:
Church, as unto Faith .in general, but. OntREDEHEE eI
delcribed.

2. THIS Comm,;nia;t 1ﬂ Fﬂif]] l'efpc&S tllc ChurCh ir {élf
For it is required’ hereunto, that we.

jbelieve that the Lord Chrift hath had in all Ages,.and efpeci-
ally hathin that whevein w

¢ live, a Church on'the Earthy;i con-
' ____fined




Of the Contmmiion of Churches,

fined unto no Places nor Parties of Men, no Empires nor De-
minions, or capable of any conﬁncmcnt;gls_alﬁ_) th;ay: this Church is
Redeemed,C alled,S anctified by him 5 that 1t 1s his Kingdom, his In-
tereft, his concernment in the World ; that thiereunto, and all the
Members of it, all the Promifesof God do belong and are con-
fined ; that thisChurch he will f/we,prc{m'vc1 and deliver from all
oppolitions, {o as that the Gzzte‘s of Hell {hall not;grc_vall againft
it ; and after Death will raife it up and glorify it at the laft
day. Thisis the Faith of the Catholick C bhurch concerning it [elf;
which is an Ancient fundamental Article of our Religion.
And if any onc deny that there is fueh a Church called out of
the World, feparated from it, unto which alone, and all the
Members of it, all the Promifes of God do appertain, 1n con-
eradiftin€tion unto all others, or confines it unto a Party, unto
whom thefe things are not appropriate, he cuts himiclf off
from the Communion of the Church of Chrift. :

IN the Faith hereof, all the true Churches of Chrift
¢hroughout the World, have a comforting refrefhing Cons-
munion, which is the {pring of many Duties in them con-
tinualiy. '

. 'THIS Commmnnion of Churches in Faith, confifts much in
the principal Fruit of it; namely, Prayer. So is it ftated,
Ephef. 2. 18. For throngh Chrift we have an Acce(s by one Spirit
unto the Father. And that therein the Communion of the Catho-
lick Church doth confift, the Apoftle declares in the following
Verfes; 19, 20, 21, 22. Now therefore, &c. For Prayey in
all Churches having onze objeit, which is God even the
Father, God as the Father, proceeding in all from one and the
fame Spirit, given unto them as.a Spirit of Grace and Supplica-
tions ro make Interceflion for them, and all of them continu-
ally offered unto God by the fame High-Prieft, who adds unto
it the Incenfe of his own Interceflion, and by whom they
have all an accefs unto the fame Throne of Grace, they have
all a bleffed Commaunion herein continually. And this Commumnion
is the moresexprefs in that the Prayers of all are for all; {0 as
that there is no particular Church of Chrift in the World, not
any one Member of any of them, but they haverhe Prayers
of
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of all the Churches in the World, and of a//zhe Members of them
every day. And however this Communion be iavifible unto
the eyes of Flefh, yet is it glorious and confpicuous :unto
the eye of Faith; and is a part of the glory of Chrift the Me-
diatour in Heaven. This Prayer procecding from, or wroughe
by one and the fwme Spirit inthemall, equally beftowed on
them all, by virtue of the Promif¢ of Chrift; having the
fame objeit, even God asa Father, and offered unto him by the
fame High-Prieft, together with his own Interceflion, gives
unto all Churches a Communion, far more glorious than what
confifts in fome outward Rites and Orders of Mens devifing.
BUT now if there beany other Perfons or Churches, who
have any ‘other Object of their Prayers, but God even the Fa-
ther, and as our Father in Chrift; or haveany other Media-
tors ot Interceflors, by whom to convey or p_rCﬁ:nt' their
Prayers unto God, but Chrift alone, the only High.Prieft of]
the” Church ; or do renounce the 4id and Affiftance of the Holy
Spirit, as a Spirit of Grace and Supplications, they cut them-

herein.
4 THE Uuity of Faith in all Churches, affe&teth Coz-
munion among them, in the Adminiftration of the [ame Sacra-

fame in, unro, and amongft themall. Neither do {ome, va-
riations in the ontward manner of their Adminiftration, inter-
rupt that Communion. But, where-ever the continuation of
thefe ©rdinances is denied, or their nature or ufe is perverted,
or Idolatrous Worfhip is annexed unto their Adminiftration,
there Communion with the Catholick Church is renounced,

all things, and an obligation upon them to do and obferve all
whatfoever he hath Commanded.

OTHER inftances of the like nature might be given ; but
thele are fufficient to manifeft how waferiptural the Notion is,
That there is no proper Communion with or among Churches
but what confifts in a compliance with certain Poers, Orders

_and

felves off from all Communion with the Catholick Church| -

ments of Baptifm and the Supper of the Lord. T'hefeare the |

5. THEY have alfo by Faith Communion hercin, in that |
all Ghurches do profefs a fubjection unto the Authority of C hrift in |
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lunto himfelf, doth work-in it, and all the Members of it,
\that mutual Love, which may, and doth animate them unto

———————0f the Comtiminion of Chitrches.

:;d Rites, the prefling whereof under the Name of Uy;-
| formity, hath calt all thoughts of real, Evangelical Church
|'Communion into Oblivion.

| SECONDLY, Churches Ordained and Cc_)nﬁitutcd in the
way and manner, and for the Ends declared in our former Di-
fcourfe on this Subjeft, and by virtue of their Union unto
Clirift and among themitlves, living conftantly in all places
of the World in the aftual exercifc of that Communion, which
confifts in the performance of the fame Church-Duties towards
God in Chrift, unto their own Continuation,Encreafe,and Edi-
fication, have al{o an e¢fpecial Union among themfelves, and a mn~
tnal Communion thence arifing.

THE Bondof this Union is Love; not the ‘common regula-
ted Affeétion of Humane nature {o called; not meerly that
Power and Duty which is engraven on the Hearts of Men, by
the Law of Creation, towards all of the fame kind and blood
with them{elves ; but an efpecial Grace of the Holy Spirit, a&-
ing in the Church as the Principle and Bond ofits Union un-
to its felf ; whence the command of it is called a New Com-
mandment ; becaufe in it felf, as unto the only Example of it
in the Perfon of Chrift, the Caufes and Motives unto it, with
its peculiar Ends and proper Exercife, it was abfolutely New
and Evangelical. An Explanation of the Nature of it belongs
not unto this place although it be a Grace and a Duty of fo
much importance, wherein fo much of the Life, Power and
peculiar Glory of Chriftian Religion doth confift, and is either
fo ucterly loft, or hath fuch wile Images of it fet up in the
World, that it deferves a full Confideration ; which it may re-
ceive in another place.

T SAY the Holy Spirit of Grace and Love, being given
from Chrift, the Fountain and Center of al! Church-Union,
to dwell in, and abide with his Church, thereby uniting it

|all thofc mutual A&s which are proper unto the Relation
wherein they ftand, by virtue of their Union unto Chrift their
Head, as Members of the {ame Body one with another.

HEREIN

—————————— T —— . e PSR NI

——

— Sy

,—— B e ) Y

B




S Of the Conmmnion of Churches.
HEREIN confifts the Union of every Church in it {elfy
o_f all Churches among themf{elves, and {o of the whole Catho-
lick Church ; their Communion confifting in regular Ats and
Duties, proceeding from this Love, and required by virtue of it.
THIS account of the Uwion and Communion of Churches
may feem ftrange unto fome, who are enamoured on that
Image which is fct up of them in the World, in Canons, Con-
[Fitutions of Rites, and outward Order in various Snbordinations
and Ceremonies, which are moft remote from making any due
Reprefentation of them.
THE Church, in its dependance on Chrift its Head, being
by his Inftitution difpofed unto its proper Order for its own
Edification, or fitly joined together and compacted, this Love
working effeCtually in every Office, Officer and Member, ac-
cording as unto its difpofalin the Body, for the receiving and
communicating Supplies for Edification, gives the whole both
its Union and Communion, all the a&ings of it being regulated
by Divine Rule and Prefcription. :
INSTEAD hereof to cre@t a Machine, the Spring and
Center of whofe motions are unknown, any other, I mean,
but external force compaited by the Ironjoints and bands of hu-
mane Laws, cdifying it &lf by the power of Offices and Officers,
foreign unto the Scripture, atting with Weapons that are not
Spiritual, but Carnal, and mighty through him whole Work
it is to caft the Members of the Church of Chrift into Prifon,
as unto an outward Conformity, Is to forfake the Scripture
and follow our own Imagination.
THE outward Aéts of Communion among Churches, pro-
ceeding from this love, and the obligation that is on them to
omote their ’Edificati be referred unto the
promote their mutual Edification, may
Two Heads of Aduice and Affiftance.
CHURCHES have Communion un
tion, by ddvice in Synods or Councilsy, W

be confidered. ‘
STNODS are the Meetings of divers Churches by their Me(fen-

o7rs or Delegates, to confult and determine of. ﬁ_w/a things as are .of
common concernment unto them allyhy virtue of this C ommrmzoﬂ'wbtfb

17 exercifed inthem. Kl o S

to their mutual Ediﬁca-
hich muftin this place
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y. THE ncceflity and warranty of fuch Synods, aviferl,,
(1.) From the Light of Nature. For all Societies which have
¢he fame Original, the fame Rule, the fame Intereft, the fame
Ends, and which are in themfelves mutually concerned in the
good or evil of each other, are obliged by the power and cop- |
du&t of Reafon, to advife in common for their own good, o |
\all Emergencies that ftand in need thereof.

. CHURCHES arc {uch Societies; they have all one and the
{ame Authoritative Inftitution, one and the {ame Rule of Order
and Worfhip, the fame ends as we have declared ; and their|
‘entire Intereft is one and the fame.  When therefore any thing |
' occurs among(t them, -that is attended with fuch Difficulties a5/
cannot be removed or taken away by any one of them {everally, |
| or in whofe Determination all of them are equally concerned, |
| not to make ufe herein of common Advice and Counfel, is to|
| forfake that natural Light which they are bound to attend unto
lin all Duties of Obedience unto God. ‘
| 2. THE Union of all Churches , before defcribed in one
| Head, by one Spirit, throughone Faith and Worfhip, #nto the|
| fame ends, doth {0 compact them into one Body myftical, as that|
|none of them is or can be compleat abfolutely without a joint |
la&ing with other Members of the fame Body unto the com- |
'mon good of the whole, as occafion doth require. And ¢his|
joint a&ting with others in any Church, canbe no otherwifg, |
|but by common Advice and Counfel, which natural Circum-
| ftances reader impoffible by any means but their convention in
\Synods, by their Mellengers and Delegates.  For although |
there may be fome ufe of Letters miffive, and was o eminently
'in the Primitive Churches, to ask the 4dvice of one another in |
| difficule Cafes, (as the firft inftance we have of the Communicsy | 8
| of Churches after the days of the Apoftles,. is in the Letter of by
| the Church of Corinth unto that of Rome, defiring their 4dvice :
|about the compofing of a difference among them, and the |
| Anfwer of the Church of Rome thereunto;) yet many Cafes |
j may fall outamong them, which cannot be Reconciled or De. |
|termined but by prefent Confercuce, {uch as that was Recorded, |
| 4ét. 15. No Church theretore is {0 Independent, as that it can |

always, |
|

| 1
|
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|always, and in all Cafes, obferve the Duties it owes un ¢
3Lon:d Chrift and the Church Catholick, by all thofe Pcsgvtg::
| which it is able to a& in it {eIf diftin€tly, without conjunétion
with others. And the Church that confines its Duty unto the
Aits of its own Affemblies, cuts it {elf off from the external
Communion of the Church Catholick 3 nor will it be fafe for
| any Man to commit the Condu&t of his Soul to fuch a
Church. Wherefore, ?
1 3. THIS aéting in Synods is an Inftitution of Jefus Chrift ;
| not 1n an exprefs Command, but in the nature of the thing ic
[ {eIf fortified with "Apoffolical Example. For having ereted
fuch a Church-State, and difpofed all his Churches into that
Order and mutual Relation unto one another, as that none of
| them can be compleat, or difcharge their whole Duty without
| wntnal Advice and Counfel 5 he hath thereby ordained this way
| of their Communion in Sysods, no other being poflible unto
| that end. And hereby fuch Conventions arc interefted in the
| promife of his prefence ; namely, that where Two or Three are
|\gathered together in his Name, there he will be in the midft of |
| i

¢hem.  For thefe Allemblies being the neceflary effect of his |
‘own conffitution in the nature and ufe of his Churches, areor |

may be 77 his Name, and {o enjoy his prefence. e
_ THE end of all particular Churches 1s the Edification of

' thcdr Church Catholick unto the Glory of God in Chrift. Anditis
evident, that in many Inftances this cannot be attained, yea,
that it muft be finfully neglected, unlels this way for the prefer-
vation and carrying of it on be attended unto. 1 ruth, Peace
and Love may be loft among Churches, and {o the Union of
the Catholick Church in them be diffolved, unlefs this means for
cheir Prefervation and Reparation be made ufe of. And that
sarticular Church which .extends not its Duty beyond itsown
AfTemblics and Members, is fallen off from the principal end of
its Inftitution. And every Principle, Opinion, or Perfwafion, |
that inclines any Church to confine its Care and_ Duty unto 1ts |
own Edification only; yea, Or of thofe only which agree with
it in fome peculiar praitice making it negle€tive of all due means

of the Edification of the Church Catholick, 18 Schifmatical.
B 5. THERE
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O the "Connmimnion of "Churches.
s. THERE is direction hereunto included in the Order 23
Merhod of Chusch-Proceedings in cafe of offence, prefCribed
unto it by Chrift himfelf. The beginning and rife of it, is be,
cween #wo individual Perfons’s thence is it carried unto, the
cognizance ‘and judgment. of two or three others before uncon-.
cerned ; from them it is to-be brought unto the Church 5 and
there is no doubt but the Church hath Power to determine con-
L:erning it, as unto its own Communion, to continue the
Offender in it or rejet him from it. This muft.abide, as unto
outward Order and the Prefervation of Peace. But no Church is
Infalliblein their judgment abfolutely in any caf¢ ; and in many,
their determinations may be 0. doubtful as not to affe& the
Conftience of him who is Cenfured. But fuch a Perfon is
not only a Member of that particular. Church, but by virtue
thereof of the Catholick Church alfo. It is ncceflary therefore
that he {hould be heard and judged as unto his Zxz¢ereft therein,
if he do defire it. And this can no way be done, but by {uch
Synods as we fhall immediately defcribe.

6. STNODS are Confecrated unto theufe of the Church in
all Ages, by the Example of the Apoftles, in their guidance
of the Firft Churches of Fews and Gentiles; which hath the
force of a Divine Inftitntion, asbeing given by them under the
{nfallible conduct of the Hely Ghoft, 4¢. 15. which we {hall
fpeak farther unto immediately:.

HAVING f{cen the Original of Church Synods or their Formal
Caufe, we confider alfo theiv Marerial Canfe, or the {ubjett
matter to be treated of or determined in them. And thisin
general is every thing wherein Churches are obliged 70 hold
Communion among themfelves; when any thing falls out amongft
them, which otherwife would déffurb that Communion..  And
hereof fome Inftances may be given. '

1. CHURCHES have mutual Communion in the profeffion
of the (ame Faith. 1f any doubts ordifferences do arife about
it, any Opinions be _'ad_vanced contrary unto it, either in any
particular Church, which they cannot determine among them-
felves or among {undry Churchies, the Zaff omtward means tor
the prefervation of ‘the Rule of Faith among them ;- and of
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their Communion in the condemnation of Errors and Opinions

contrary unto the form of wholefome Words, is by thele Synods
or Councils. ' The care hereof, is indeed in the  firlt place
committed unto the Churches themfelves, as. was at large be-
fore declared : But in: cafe through  the {ubtilty, prevalency
and intereft of thofe by whom damnable Doctrines are broached’,

rebuke and fupprefs them ; nor to maintain its profeflion of the
Truth, or that by. fuffering fuch things in on¢ Church, others
are in danger to be infeted or defiled, this is the lalt externa
Refuge that is left for the prefervation of the Communion of
Ghurch;s in .thq ﬁlme Faith. We have multiplied Examples‘
hereof in the Primitive Churches, before the degeneracy of thefe
Synods - into Superftition and Domination. Such was emi-
nently that gathered ac Antioch for the  condemnation of the
Herelics of Paubus Samofatenus the Bifhop of that Church.
. 1T is fo, with refpeét unto that Ordr, Peace and Unity,
wherein every particular Church ought to walk in it {cIf, and
amongft its own Members. There were Schifms, Divifions,
Strife and Contentions in fome of the Churches that wereof
Apoftolical planting and watering : So._there was at Antioch,
and afterwards at Corinth, as alio of fome of the Churches
in Galatia. 'The Duty of Remedying and Healing thefe Di-
vifions and Ditferences from what caufe foever they arife, is
Gt incumbent . on each particular  Member in cvery fuch
Church. - Unto them it is given in charge by the Apoftlc inthe
fieft place ; and if every one of them do perform their Duty in
will be put unto all ftrite. In cafc of failure
bureh is charged in the exercife of its Power,
to rebuke and compofe fuch Diffe-

Love, an end
therein, the whole C
Authority and Wifdom, 1 ' :
rences.  But in cafe itsis not able 10 todo, as it fell outin the
Clurch at Antioch, thenan Affembly of other Churches walk-
ing in actual Communion with that Church wherein the Ditte-
cence is arifen, and thereon concerned in: their Profperity and
FEdification, by

theic MefJengers: and Delegates, is the laft out-
ward ‘means for its Compofure.
iﬂLOf_QI-

the Church it felf whereunto they do belong, is not able to|-

ar——————,

3. WHERE there hath been any Male Adminiftratio
RGeS fcipliae,
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{Cipline, whereby any Members of a Church have been injured,
as fuppofe they are unduly caft out of the Church by the Power
and Intereft of {ome Diotrephes ; or that any Members of the

phes ; nor is there any other ordinary way hereof, but only by

tcife of Divine Worfhip any thing {uperftitious or vain, or if

Church make a Party and Faction to depofe their Elders, asit
was in the Church of Corinth, when the Church at Rome gave
them Advice in thecafe: It is neceflary from the Communion
of Churches and the Intereft the Perfons injured have in the Ca-
tholick Church, whofe Edification is the end of all Church-Ad-
miniftrations, that the proceedings of fuch a Church be re-
newed by a Synod, and a Remedy provided in the cafe. Nor
was it the mind of the Apoftle that they fhould be left without
Relicf, which were uzduly caft out of the Church by Diotre-

Syneds ; but this cafe I fuppofe I fhall fpeak unto afterwards.

4. THE fame is the cafe with refpeét unto Worfbip, as alfo
of Manners and Converfation. If it be zeported or known by
Credible Teftimony that any Church hath admitted into the exer-

the Members of ‘it walk like thofe defcribed by the Apoftle,
Phil. 3. 18, 19. unto the Difhonour of the Gofpeland of the
ways of Chrift, the Church it {elf not endeavouring its own
Reformation and Repentance ; other Churches walking in
Communion therewith, by virtue of their common Intereft in
the Glory of Chrift, and Honour of the Gofpel, after more
private ways for its Redution, as Opportunity and Duty
may {uggeft unto their Elders, ought to Affemble in a Syuod
for Advice, either as to the ufe of farther means for the Re-
covery of {uch a Church, or to with-hold Communion from it
incafe of Obftinacy in itsevil ways. The want of a due at-
tendance unto this part of the Communion of Clyrches, with
refpe@ unto Gofpel Worfbip in its Purity, and Goppel Obedience
inits Power, wasa great means of the Decay and Apoftacy
of them all. By reafon of this Negligence inftead of being
helpful one to another for their mutual Recovery, and the
Revival of the things zhat were ready to die, they gradually
infe@ed one another, according as they fell into their De-
cays, and countenanced one another by their Examples unto a
continuance in fuch Diforders. THE
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THE Image whichin late Ages was fet up hereof in Diocefan
and Metropolitical Vifitations, and thofe of Zeffer diftricts under
Officers of Anti-chriftian Names, hath been uféful rather unta

| Deftruétion than Edification. But {0 it hatly fallen out in moft

things concerning Church-Order, Worfhip and Difcipline.
The Power and Spirituality of Divine Inftitutions being loft,
a Machine hath been framed to make an appearance and repre-|
{entation of them to divert the minds of Men from enquiring
after the Primitive Inftitution of Chrift, withan experience of
their Efficacy.

CONSIDERING what we have learned in thele later Ages,!

by woeful experience of what hath fallen out formerly amongft|

all the Churches in the World, as unto their Degeneracy from

| Gofpel Worfbip and Holinefs, with the abounding of Tempta-
tions in the days wherein we live, and the {piritual decays that

all Churches are prone unto, it were not amifs if thofe Churches
which do walk in expre{s Communion, would frequently meet in
Synods to enquire into the fpiritual ftate of them all, and to give
advice for the corretion of what isamifs, the due prefervation
of the purity of Worfhip, the exercife of Difcipline, but efpe-
cially of the Power, Demonftration and Fruit of Evangelical
Obedience.

.. HENCE it is evident what are the ends of fuch Synods
among -the Churches of Chrift. The general end of them all,
is to promote the Edification of the whole Body or Church Catho-
lick.  And that, (1.) To prevent Divifions from differences in
judgment and practice which are contrary thereunto. “The Firft
Chriftian Sy#od was an Affembly of the zwo Firft Churches in
the World by their Delegates. 1 he Firft Churchof the Fews
was at Jerufalem, and the Firft Church of the Gentiles was at
Antioch; to prevent Divifions, and to preferve Commun'xon
between them, was the Firft Synod C elebrated, A&. 15. (2.) I 0
avoid or cure offenses againit mutual love among them. (3.) To
advance the light of the Gofpel by a joint Confeffion anc} Agree-
ment in the Faith. (4.) To give a concurrent ‘fl eftimony
againit peraicious Herelies or Errors, whereby the Faith of any

is oyerthrow Or 1n

danger o to be. (5-) To relieve {uch by ad-

vice,



file:///vo/x/A

Of the Comnmnion of Churches.

0 Bt et e PR e 8 o BN N S

vice,as may be by any Diotrephes unduly caft out of the Church.

WHA'T are the ends whereunto they have beenufed, may
be {een in the Volumes written concerning them, and the zumber-
lefs Laws enalted in them, whereof very little bc{ongsdunto the
Difcipline of the Gofpel, or real Communion of Churches.

». THE meafure or extent of them arifcth from concernment
and convenience.  All unprejudiced Perfons do now acknow:-
ledge, that the pretence of Oecumenical Councils, wherein the
whole Church of Chrift on the IHarth, or all particular
Churches fhould be reprefented, and {o obliged to acquielCe in
their Determinations, is a fond Imagination. And it were
cafie to demonftrate in parricular, how every one of them
which hath in wwrlgar efteen obtained that Title, were openly
remote from {o being. Such Counmecils never were, and, as it
is improbable, never will nor can be, nor are any way needful
anto the Edification of .the Church. |
THEIR due meafure and tounds, as was faid before, are
given them by concernment and convenience ; wherein refpeé
alfo may be had unto the 4bility of fome Churches to promote
Edification above others. Such Churches as are in the fame
inftances concerned in the caufes of them before declared, and
may be helpful unto the ends mentioned, are to convene in {uch
'Synods. And this comcernment may be either from fome of chofe
caufes in themfelves, or from that Duty which they owe unte
other Churches which are immediately concerned. So it was in
the Affiftance given by the Church at Fernfalem, in that cafe
which was- peculiar to the Church of Anrtioch. :
WITH this intereft or concernment, there muft bea comcur-
wence of natural, moral ‘and political Conveniences. Some
Churches are planted at fuch diftances from others, that it is

pnaturally impoffible that they fhould ever mect together to advife

by their Meflengers, and {ome at fuch as that they cannot
allemble but with {uch difficulties and hazzards a5 exempt them
from the Duty of it. And whereas they are placcd under dife-
yent Civil Governments, and thofe oft-times engaged in mugyal
enmities, and always jealous of'the altings of their'own Sube
j=&s in conjunttion with them that arc.not fo, they cannot fo

_ConverRe
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|onvene and preferve the outward peace of the Churches.|
| Hence the largelt of the Councils of old that are called Oecu-!
| menical, never pretended farther than the fingle Roman Empire 5
\when there were innumerable Churches planted under the|
| Civil Jurifdi€tion of other Sovereigns.
% WHEREFORE in the Affembling of Churches in Syzods,|
| refpet is to be had unto the convenience of their meeting, that|
| it may be fo far as is poffible without trouble or danger. ~ And
| this, with refpect unto the caufes or occafions of them will
| determine what Churches, which or how many may be ne-
| ceffary on fuch occafions to conftitute a Syzod. And it is ufcful
| hereunto, that the Churches which are planted within {uch a|

|

| circumference as gives facility or convenience for fuch conventi-|
5 ons, fhould by virtue of their mutual Communion, be in exprefs 55
| readinefs to comvene onall occafions of common concernment. f
| AGAIN, in the affiftance which in the way of Advice and |
‘q Connfel, any one Church may ftand in need of from others,
| refpect is to be bad in their defire, unto {uch Churches as are

| reputed and known to have the bef# ability to give Advice in the

| cafe ; on which account the Church at Antioch addrefled them-

| felves in a peculiar manner unto the Church at Jernfalem which

| %
3 was far diftant from them.

 BUT in all thefe cafes ufe is to be made of Spiritual Pru-
| dence, with refpe€t unto all forts of Circumftances ; which,
| although fome would deny as the privilege of even matters
| of Fag, and the Application of general Scripture Rules unto|
| Pra&ice, becaule we require Divine Inftitution unto all parts|
| of Religious Worfhip ; yet we muft not decling from ufing the
| beft we have in the fervice of Chrift and his Church ; rather
|than comply with any. thing which in the whole fubftance of
| it, is foreign to his Inftitution. i i
| IT was the Roman Empire under one Monarch in its Civil
| Diftributions for Rule and Government, which gave the firfk
lyife and occafion unto a pretended wifibly Ruling Catholick
“ cual Monarch, diffributed into thofe that

‘wcre Patriarchal, Diocefit, Metropolitteal, and others of inferior

whereinto |

e R e e v N e

| Church under one Spiri
Ekinds. For retaining the peoplc1 in their Civil Diftributions
h p— " - o . e ¢

o e S s




Of the Connmunzon of Churehes.

whereinto they were caft according to the Polity and Intereft of
the Empire, there were Ecclefiaftical Officers afligned unto each
diftribution, anfverable unto the Civil Officers which were

Exarchs, Prafects, Governours of Provinces and Cities, there were
found out and ere&ed Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Diocefans, in

had, which was the Pope. And whereas the Emperors had not
only a Ciwvil Rule and Power, but a Military allo, exercifed

of Monks, Friars, and Fotaries of all {orts, who under their im-
mediate Generals. and Prefeéts did depend abfolutely on the So-|.
vereign Power of the New Ecclefiaftical Monarch. = So was the

lof the old Roman Pagan Empire, as it was foretold it fhould
be, Rewel. 13, 14, 15. And although this Image was firft framed

lof time it fubftituted it felf entirely in the room of the Empire,|
taking all its Power unto it {elf, and doing all its Works.
FROM this diftribution of vavious forts of new-framed

ar Councils in fubordination one unto another, until by fundry

gencral under the condu&t of the Pope, whofe Senate they were.
BUT thefe things have mno countenance given them by any

working it {cIf in a Myftery of lniquity.
been catt into diftinit Civil Governments of their own, whofo
Sovereignty is in themielves, by the event of War and Coun-|.

{els thercon emergent. Unto each of thefe it is fuppofed there

Church of Scotland, the Church of France, and the like ; whofe
Original and Being depends on the Firft event of War in that

ordained in the Polity of the Empire. So in anfwer unto Deputies,)

various Allotments of Territories and Powers, requiring unto|.
their compleat State one vifitle Monarchical Head, asthe Empire

under _them by Legares, Generals, Tribunes, Centurions, and the|.
like ; {0 there was raifed an Eeclefiaftical Militia in various Orders|,

vifible profefling Church moulded and fafthioned into an Image|.
in compliance with it, and for a refemblance of it ; yet in procefs|,
Churches inthe Roman Empire, arofe a conftitution of Synods|.
degrees of Afcent they arrived unto thofe which they called |.
Divine Inftitution, Apoftolical Example, or praétice of thel

Hirft Churches, but are a meer produ&t of Secular Intereft

SINCE the Diffolution of the Roman Empire, Nations have|.

isa Church-State accommodated ; as the Church of England,. the|

e ——— _Dilolpiesys - A
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(Diffolution.
Bounds and Limits are given unto them abfolutely by thofe of’

the Civil Government which they belong unto, it is thought
meet that Ecclefiaftical Synods {hould be accommodated. But in

what way this is to

it is not my
fame Suprea
Communion
they hold by

and it beex
advife about

a conventio

habitation 3
fome places,
4. 'THE

about it, which are knownun
Ye this I fhall fay, that whereas it is eminently ufeful unto the
Edification of the Church Catholick,

fefling the fame Dodrine of Faith, wi
m Civil Government, fhould hold conftant aétual

Synods for Advice, t
concerns unto thofe t

¢his is granted only with thefe
Rights of particular Churches be prefe

{uch asare to
affume no Authority or Furifdi
things Civil or Ecclefiaftical.

| concerned in t
'what it is W€
their own Delegates.

FOR that kind of S ynods

Churches, diftinguifhe
in fome aés of it by virtuc ol t
of Office-Power, itis the conftitu :
cular Churches, by & COmOA f them into one, whofe
Original diftin€tion is only in the mits ¢ :

be done fometimes, and in

Being,

Unto thefe new Church-States whofe

be done there is not yet an agreement ; but
prefent bufinefs to confider the differences thatare
to this Nation on a dear account.

that all the Churches pro-
ithin the Limitsof the

among themfelves unto theends of it before menti-

oned, I {ce not how it can be any abridgment of the Liberty of]
artieular Churches, or interfere wi

th any of their Rights which
Divine Inftitution, if through more conftant Jeffer
here be a communication of their mutual
hat are greater, until, if occafion require
pedient, there be 2 gencral Affembly of them all to

any thing wherein they arc all concerned.  But
Limitations: (1.) That the
swed in the free Elettion of

be Members of all thefe Symods. (2.) That they
iction over Churches or Perfons in

(3.) That nonearc immediately
his proper Synodal Power or Authority, (which
{hall ‘enquire) who arenot prefent in them by

which fome call a Claffis, which is

n of the Elders or Officers of fundry Parochial
d for Prefential Commmnion, otdinatily
of their Office, and for the exercife

tion of a new kind of parti-

Civil Limits of their Co-
which probably may

unto Edification:
Perfons of whom all forts of Ecclefiaftical Synods
| b are
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ithey were made up of both forts of them. But afterwards,

are to confift, muft be enquired into. And there 1s nothing
of meer humane pradential conftitution that hath longer ob-
fgxined in the Church, than that thofe fhould be Officers of the!

hurches only. And, whereas after the days of the Apoftles we|
have no Record of any Syzsods of more Churches than one, until|
after the diftin&ion was made between Bifbops and Presbyters,

thefe who were peculiarly called Bifbops, enclofed this Right
unto themfelves ; on what grounds God knows, there being
no one Tittle in the Scripture, or the Light of Reafon to give
‘them countenance therein.

IT muft therefore be affirmed, that no Perfons, by virtue
of any Office meerly, have Right to be Members of Ecclefi-

(Power to be exerted in fuch Synods as fuch, neither conjunétly
iby .all the Members of them, nor fingly by any of them.
Officers of the Church, Bifbops, Paftors, Elders, may be pre-
{ent in them, oxghr to be prelent in them, are meeteft for the
moft part {0 to be, but meerly as fuch, it belongs not unto them.
‘The Care, Overfight and Rule of the Churches whereunto they
do belong, the Flock among them diftin&ly is committed
unto them, and for that they areinftru€ted with Power and
Authority by virtue of their Office. But as unto their con-
junction in Sysods, which is a meer at and effe& of the Co-
mnnion of Churehes among themiclves, it is not committed unto
them in a way of peculiar Right by virtue of their Office. If

it be {0, without refpet unto the power of the Magiftrate in |

calling them, or of the Churches in choofing them, then it
belongs unto them all ; for that which belongs unto any of
them, as fuch by virtue of Office, belongs equally unto 4%, and
if it belongs unto a/,then it belongs unto all of oz fort only,as for
inftance Bifbops 5 or unto all of all forts, as for inftance Presbyters
alfo. If itbe ftated in the Zatrer way, then every Presbyter,as fuch
by virtue of his Office, hath Right and Power to be prefent
in all Ecclefiaftical Synods, equal with that of the Bifbops. For
although it be {fuppofed that his Office is not equal unto thejrs :

vet
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\aftical Synods as fuch.  Neither is there either Example or Rea-|
Hon to give colour unto any f{uch pretence. Farther is no Office-|
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‘i yet it is {o alfo that this Right doth equally belong unto his|

| Office. If the former be avowed, namely, that this Right be-|
| longs unto Bifbops only (fuch as are pleaded for) by Virfuc:;

| of their Office as fuch ; then, (1.) Idefire thatany tolerable|

proof of the confinement of this Right unto fuchan Office be|
' produced, cither from the Scripture or Reafon, or the Example|
; of the Firft {jhurchcs; which as yet I have never feen. (2.) I‘j
 fear not to fay, that a falfe prefumption hereof was one princi-|

| pal caufe and means of introducing Tyranny into the Churches, |
| and the utter ruine of their Liberty.

CONCERNING the compofition that is made herein, that |

| fome fhould convene in Ecclefiaftical Synods by their own perfo-|
| mal Right, and in virtue of their Office, and others by a kind |
| of Delegation from fome of their own Order, it being a meer |

political conftitution, which I {hall immediately fpeak unto, |

I'it is not here to be taken notice of.

THERE is nothing therefore in Scripture Example, or thej;f

[ Light of Natural Reafon, with the principles of all Societies in |
| Union or Cominunion, that will lead usany farther than this ;|
|that {uch Symods are to be compofed, and confift of {uch Per-|

| fons as are chofen and delegated by ‘thofe Churches refpectively |

|who do aét and exert. their
|§o was it in the Birft Example of  them, 4. 15. 'The Church

\of Antiochchofe and fent Meflengers of their own number, to
| advife with the Apoftles and Elders of the Church at Ferufalem 5|
lat which Confultation the
prefent. And tl

Communion in fuch Affemblies.

Members of that Church alfo were |
jis is the whole of the nature and ufe of Eccle-:;

fiaftical Synods. It is on other accounts that they make up {0
great a part of the Hiftory of the Church. For the firft Three
Hundred years, they were nothing but woluntary conventions of
the Officers or Elders, Bifbops and Presbyters, with {fome others
of neighbouring Churches, on the occafion of Differences or|
| Herefies among them. In and from the Council of NVice, there |

lwere Aflemblies of Bifbop ,

s and others called together by thci
{Authority of the Roman Emperowrs, tO advife about matters of |
Faith. 1n after Ages thofe w

hich were called in the Wcﬁem3
parts of the World, in Italy, Germany, France and England,|
were|
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s well as Sacred and Religions, efpecially with refpect unto
mutual contefts between Popes and Princes. In them the
whole nature of Ecclefiaftical Symods, was loft and buried,
Jand all Religion almoft deftroyed.
THUS this laudable practice of Churches ating their mu-
tual Communion by meeting in Syzods or Aflemblies by their
{Delegates or Meflengers, to advile about things of their com-
mon concernment and joint Edification, as occafion fhould
require, founded in the Light of Nature, and countenanced
by Primitive, Apoftolical Example, was turned by the de-
figning Interefts and Ambition of Men, unto the enftating of]
Jall Church-Power in fuch Sywods, and the Ufurpation of a
Power given unto no Churches, nor all of them together, ‘as
{might be made evident by inftances innumerable.
AND whereas they have made fuch a noife in Chriftian
Religion, and have filled {0 many Volumes with their 425
and doings, yet {fome of them, who under the Pope, would|
1place all Religion in them, do grant and contend that they are|

have done in his Book de Caleft. Hierarch. Lib. 6. Cap. 1. But
for his part he judgeth that it is zore probable that they have a
Divine Original by virtue of that Word ; Where Two or Thyee
are_gathered together in my Name, there I willbe in the midft of]
them, Matth. 18. De Concil. Lib. 1. Cap. 3. which will not
bear the leaft part of the fuperftruture pretended to be builg
upon it.

OF thefe Delegates and Meflengers of the Church, the
Elders or Officers of them, or fome of them at leaft, ought to|
be the principal. For there is a peculiar care of publick Edifica-
|#tion incumbent on them, which they are to exercife on g}
juft occafions : They are prefumed juftly to know beft the
ftate of their own Churches, and to be beft able to judge of
matters under confideration. And they do better reprefent
the Churches from whom they are fent, than any private
Brethren can do; and fo receive that Refpet and Reverence
which is due to the Churches themfelves, As alfo they are

8 il £ : moft

“\vere of a mixt nature advifing about things Civil and Politizal, |

a meer < Humane Invention: So Belarmine affirms Pighins to)
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'moft meet to report and recommend the Sywodal Determid -

nations unto their Churches ; and a contrary praltice would

quickl}c introduce confufion.
BUT yet it is not neceffary that they alone {hould be

fo fent or Delegated by the Churches ; but many have Otllerzé

overturned their Liberties. So there were others befide
Paul and Barnabas fent from Antioch to Ferufalem; and th
Brethren of that Church, whatever is impudently pretended
to the contrary, concurred in the Decree and Detcrminatioxj
there made.
5. THAT which is termed the calling of thefe Synods, 1s
nothing but the voluntary confent of the Churches concernedto
:{m’;t t0§etbcr by their Delegates and: Meffengers, for the cnds before
€Clared. :
I NO way deny, but thata Chriftian Magiftrate may con-
vene by his. Authority the Bilhops,
with fuch others as he fhall think
Men
out of the Territories of others by their confent, 0 4
among themfelves, and to give him Advice about fuch con-
cernments of Religion, an
minion , and Regulate himfelf accordinglv.
pradifed with good fuccefs, and may be with bad alfo.
And I do deny that Churches have Power, without the con-

fent and Authority of the Magiftrate, to convenc themf{elves

in Syneds to exercife any
fe&t the Perfons of his Sub

Law of the Land is allowed.
w of the Land 15 whereof-we Treat, and which

BUT whereas the Synods

are all that belong unto the Church, can take noc
/ Men are outwardly

of any Civil Affairs wherein the Perfons of Men
concerned ; have no ]urifdxéhon in any k1_nd, can_make
no determination, but only Doctrinal Declarations of Divine

Truth, of the fame nature with the Preachin .
d unto their calling beyond their

there is no more require
own confent, but only ¢hat they may meet 1o external

ie€ts, any otherwife than by the

AT —
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joined with them, and had o until Prelatical Ufurpation

Paftors or Minifters,/..
meet within his own|.

"Territorics ; yea, and receive into. his Convention meet
d'w'fe <

d of the Church under his Do-|-
It hath been|:

Exterior Jurifdiction that {hould af-|-
ognizance |-

hing of the Word ; |.
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i | peace by the permiffion of the Magiftrate ; which when they |
| | cannot obtain, they muft deport themielves as in cale of | :
 other Duties required of them by the Law of Chrift. |
!i . 6. INthe laft place I fhall fpeak briefly of the Power and, |
{ Authority of thefe Synods, in what meafures, extent and |
| qumbers foever they are affembled. For although this may E
be eafily ColicGed from what hath been declared concerning |
 ¢heir. Original, Nature, Caufes, Ufe and Ends ; yet it may |
 be neceflary to be more particularly enquired into, becaufe of |
' the many differences that are about it. r
. THERE is a three-fold Power afcribed unto Synods. The |
Ficlt is declarative, confifting in an Authoritative Teaching and |
. | declaring the Mind of God in the Scripture. The Second |
f lis conftitutive, appointing and ordaining things to be believed, |
|or done and obferved by and upon its own Authority : And|
| Thirdly executive in Ats of JurifdiCtion towards Perfons ’
' and Churches.
| THE Perfons whom the Authority pleaded , may affec,|
lare of Two forts. (1.) Such as have their proper Reprefenm-L
| tives prefent in fuch Synods, who are direttly concerned in|
\its comciliary determinations. (2.) Such as have o fuch|
| Reprefentatives in them , who can be no otherwife con-|
icerned but in the Doctrine materially confidered, declaredE
'in them. 5:
| .~ WHEREFORE the ground of any Churches receiving,| g
| complying with, or obeying the Determinations and Decrecel J
{ ‘of Sywods muftbe; either, (1.) The evidence of Trush, givenE |
Ii | unto thofe Determinations by the Synod from the Scripture ; or,| 1
|(2.) The Authority of the Synod it [elf affeing the Minds and| ,
| Conftiences of thofe concerned. | i
IN the Firft way, wherein the Affent and Obedience of] I
| Churches is refolved ultimately into the evidence of Ty f
i
§

:

|

1
i
i

\from the Scripture, upon the judgment which they makel
thereof, not only the difcovery of Truth is to be owned, bug A
there is an dwthoritative Propofal of it by virtue of the pro. ‘

imifed prefence of Chrift in them, if duly fought and ed N

\garded ; whence great Refpe&t and Reverence is due untg u

them. THE v
i ‘
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THE Power of a Synod for the execution of its Decrees,
refpects either, (1.) The Things or Deétrines déclared ; ‘dnd
is recommendatory of them on its Authority from the prefencel”
of Chrift ; or, (2.) Perfous ; to Cenfure, Excommunicate o
punifh thofé who receive them not.

THESE things being premifed , the juft Power of 'Synods-
may be pofitively and negatively declared in the two follow-

. ling Affertions.

1. THE Authority of a Synod declaring the mind of God
from the Scripture in Doftrine, or giving Counfel as unto
praétice Synodically unto them whofe proper Reprefentatives are
prefent in it, whofe Decrees and Determinations are . to be re-
ceived and fubmitted unto on the evidence of their Truth and
Neceflity, as recommended by the Authority of the Synod from
the promifed Prefence of Chrift among them, 1s fuitable
unto the Mind of Chrift, and the Example given by the
Apoftles, 4ét. 15. :

HENCE it is evident, that in and after fuch Synods, itis
in the power of Churches concerned, humbly to confider and
weigh, (1.) The evidenses of the Prefence of Chrift in them,

from the manner, caufes and ends of their Aflembling, and

from their Deportment therein. (2.) What regard in their

Conftitutions and Determinations there hath been unto the
Word of God, and whether in all things it hath had its due pre-
heminence. (3.) How all their Determinations have been educed

from its Truth, and are confirmed by its Authority.

WITHOUT a due exercife of judgment, with refpett unto
oed by any Synoedical Determina-

thefe things, nonc can be oblig
tions; {eeing without them, and on the want of them, many
Affemblies of Bifhops who have had the outward Appearance

and Title of Synods or Councils, have been Dexs of Thicves,
Robbers, Idolaters, managing therr Synodical Affairs Wlth
fury, wrath, horrible craft, aceording to their Interefls, unto

the Ruine of the Church ; fuch were the Second E‘_vbeﬁne, the

Second at Nice, and that at Trent, and others nota few.
HENCE nothing is more to be feared, efpecially in a

ftate of the Church wherein it is declining in Faith, Worfhip
Mm ..Jﬂd
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and Holinefs, than Sysods, according to the ufual way of their
: calling and convention, where thf:ﬁ:« things are abfeut. For
¢chey have already been the p‘rmmgal means of leading on and
juftifying all the Apojtafy which Churches. have fallen into.
For never was there yet Synod of tha’t.nature, which did
not confirm all the Errors and Superftitions. which had in
common prattice entred into the Church, and opened a
Door.to a progrefs in them ; nor was ever the pretence of
any of them for outward Reformation of any ufe or figni-
fication. : .

o. THE Authority of a Synod determining drticles of
Faith ? conflituting Orders and Decrees for the coniCientious
obfervance of things of their own appointment, to be (ubmit-
sed unto and obeyed on the Reafon of that Authority, under
the penalty of Excommunication, and the trouble by Cuftom
and Tyranny thereto annexed, or ated ina way of Furifdi-
#ion over Churches or Perions, is a meer Humane Inven-
tion, for which nothing can'be pleaded but prefcription from
the Fourth Century of the Church, when the progrefs of the
fatal Apoftafy became vifible.

THE proof of both thefe Affertions depends on what was
before declared of the nature and ufe of thele Sywods.
For if they are fuch as we have evinced, #o other Power

or Authority can be afcribed unto them but that here allowed. |

Yet the whole may be farther illuftrated by fome brief confide-
rations of the Affembly at Ferufalem in the nature of a Syxod,
Recorded, Aé#. 15. -

1. THE occafion of it was a difference in the Church of
Antioch, which they could not compofe among themiclves
becaufe thofe who caufed the Difference, pretended Autho-)
rity from the Apoftles, asisevident v. 1. and 14.

2. THE means of its convention, was the defire and volun-
gary reference of the matters in debate, made by the Church at
gntioch where the difference was, unto that at Ferufalem
whence, as it was pretended, the caufe of the difference aro{g
unto the hazzard of their mutual Communion, to be con-
{ulred of with their own Meflengers.
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3. THE Perfons conftituting the Synod, werc the dpofties,
Elders and Brethren of the Church at Ferufalem,” and the
Meffengers of that dntioch, with whom Pan! and Barnabas
were joined in the fame Delegation. :
4. THE matter in difference was debated as unto the mind
of God concerning it in the Seripture, and out of the Seripture
On Fames’s propofal the determination was made.

s. THERE was #othing impofed a-new on the practice of the
Churches, only direétion is given in onc particular inftance
as unto Duty, neceffary on many accounts unto the Gentile
Converts, namely to abftain from Fornication, and from the
ufe of their Liberty in fuch inftances of its practice as whereon
feandal would enfue, which was the- Duty of all Chriftians
even before this determination, and 1s fo ffi//in many other in-
{tances befides thofe mentioned in the Decrees; only it was
now declared unto them.

6. THE Grounds whereon the Synod propofed the Rece-
ption of and compliance with its Decrees were Four, (1.) That
what they had determined was the mind of the Holy Ghoft :
It pleafed the Holy Ghoft.  This mind they knew either by
Infpiration, or immediate Revelation made unto themfelves,
or by what was Written or Recorded in the Scripture, which
on all other occafions they alledged as what- was the Word,
land [poken by the Holy Gholt. And it is evident, that it was
this latter way, namely, a difcovery of the mind of the Holy
Ghoft in the Scripture that is intended. However, it iscon-
cluded that nothing be propofed or confirmed in Sy»ods, but
what is well known to be the mind of the Holy Ghoft 1n the
Scripture , either by immediate Infpiration, or by Seri-

pture Revelation. (2.) The i .

converied in the Name of Chrift, and by virtue of his
Prefence, whereof we have {poken before: It pleafed the Holy
Ghoft ani us. (3.) That the things which they had de-
termined were meceffary , that is antecedently {0 unto that
determination ; namely, the abffainizg it
Liberty in things indiferent in cafe of fcandal. (4.) From
the Dury, with refpe@t unto the Peace and mutual Com-

Authority of the Affembly asp

from the ufe of their}"




OF the Contmmnion of Churches.

munion of the Fewih and Gentile Churches : Doing ¢ =
fay ‘they, ye fball do well , which is all. the Sanétion of their
Decree’; manifefting that it was Doctrinal, not Authoritative
in way of Jurifdiction. : :

7. “THE' Doétrinal. Abridgement of the Liberty of the Gentile
JCbrijlmm in cafe of feandaly they call the impofing of no other
Burden, in oppofition unto what they reje€ted, namely, ‘the
impofing 4 yoke of Ceremonies upon them, v. 10. So asthat the
meaning of thefe Words is, That they would lay #o Burden o5
shens at all, but only advife them unto things receffary for the
avoidance of fcandal. For it is impious to imagine that tle
Apoftles would impofe any yoke, or lay any burden on the
Difciples, but only the yoke and burden of Chrift, as being
contrary to their Commiflion, Matth. 28. 19, 20.

‘HENCE it will follow, That a Synod convened in the Name

in mutual Commmunion, may declare and determine of the mind ofJ
the Holy Ghoft in the Scripture, and Decree the obfervation of
things trwe and neceffary, becanfe revealed and appointed in the
Scripture, which are to be received, owned and obferved, on the
evidence of the mind of the Holy Ghoft in them, and the Mi-
wiflerial Authority of the Synod it felf.

of Chrift, by the woluntary confent of feveral Churches concerned|
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