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PRINCIP LE
Chrifts Dottrine

"VINDICATED.

BEING
A Brief Anfwer to Mr. H, Danvers Book, Intituled,

A Treatife of Laying on of Hands.

Plainly Evincing the trué Antiquity and Perpetuity
of that Defpifed Miniftration of Prayer, with
Impofition of Hands for the Promife
of the SPIRIT.

‘ : To which is added, .
A Difcourfe of the Succeffors of the Apoftles ,

wherein the Office of the Meflengers of Chrift and the

Church is Afferted to be Perpetual, and of Divine
Authority, in the fame Nature as
Btﬁzops, Elders, &c.
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To all the i’aﬁors’-: of the Babcizéd Churches ;
" more efpecially to thofe who' either omi, or

“are indifferent about the Fourth Principle, -

Heb, 6, 2. 115 a9 o} « whig

~Brethrenand Fathersy = v Cl0 00 o o b
, OV mnft neéds, have & greater [ence of the matters
Treated om in this Book then other meny 'and are more

" Eminently concern'd to” confider whar 25 10 be done.in

them. God hath made you the Stewards of h% M fieties,, and:

among the reft, hath committed the Fourth Principley. Hgb"
6.2, toyour Truft 5 & riece[Sity therefore listh upon you 10 be s
Fasthful in that as ip the Reft. WL A 2 Ve

I fboall wpon this eccafion offer. a few things to your Enquiry andl

Confideration, apd the firft isthu, : P
\ Whether ever it entered into your Hearts to Teach with Dili=
gencey” dnd 't baxdle diftip&ly the Duties and Bl fisngs’ whit h
copcern'this Ph’i;i‘cévle,; fo that the Breaffs of your Churéhes heve
afforded thy incere Milk of this Word or Principle,, af we IL; 4

of the reft 2 And'5f noty’ thenwhether the trie R ea{on 6:’;70:;
Rl ] ¥ L AL

becaufe you know not what to fayor do about 1t 2
2. Whether fleightly to pafs aver one Principle or Foundation
Dodtriney da not' endanger making the jeft Like it, and whether
we can well fupport our ather Prinetples againfl fuch an Adverfary
i ]bd}(ld“‘“k? s wpont the Account if okp waglect 1n this particular.
A 2 3. Whether
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.

3 Whether the négled of this Privciple do notlead Chrifti=
afs 100 innch Lo negledt oneof the greateft Bleffings of the New:
Covenant, even the Scaling Spivst of Promife, whiles the means
once fo ufeful to obtain ity 35 by you wholly laid afide, :

I humbly befeech you to confider thefe thingsas alfo what I have
here prefented to you in the enfuing Difcourfes 5 To the Pening
wheveofy had A not been conftrained by the unnecefary and wn=
feafonable oppofitions made agsinft the ‘}rutbs contended fors I
fbould wsore g(adéﬂ have [paved this Labour, for to me it is no-
thing Pleafant but veryGrievous, that when many ave [ecking
for thofe things that might make for Peace, fill new occafions do
Intervene to Revive (if not to angment) the Controverfie.

How feafonably Mr. Danvers was intreated to’ forbear. Wors-
ting againft his Brethreny fome of you are not sgnorant o and
how Litsle he hath gained by his unnecefJary undertaking, will be
et more evident s, and if his Zeal [ball yet inforce further op-
pofition, he may rationally believe thofe that make Confeience of

this Truth, cannot but endeavour to defend it :
God " hath endued. fome of you with moderate and healing
Spirsts o Lintreat all fuch to tand up for Peace ; to. do what
they can toprevent thefe publick Fars, I defire to be fo happy,
a5 20 fee anend of this Controverfy. ' T
What- I bave writtens 4 my._judgment and Confecsences 1

have not writ for Difcourfe [ake, Nor have I injured the
[ence of any Author I'meddle with, fo far as I kuow, but bave
deals with  all good Confeience therein, what I faile in by reafon
of humane {railtj, L know._every good Chriftian mik Pardon me
therein, Iam S s 407 )

" Your Brother and Fellow Servant.

THOMAS GRANTHAM.



OF
CHRISTS D oiC TRINE
VINDICATED.

: » Ow hard a thing it isto bring thofe Sacred Truths of
the Gofpel to their due Ufe and Eftimation 11 the.
Church, whieb have been abufed by the Corruption

of the Ages paft, thofe cannot be ignoranr,who{e Lot

it hath been to Labour in that glorious Undertaking,

is more particularly made manifeft at this time by a
wherein the Chu

late Book
rches

/

N

which yet * The Prin-
ciple is this,
viz.The pro=
mife of the

Intituled, 4 Trcati[e of Laying on of Hands ;
ly rcprcfcnted to the Holy Spiric

adhearing to that Principle, are not ob

World as founded in Sin, Schifm, Errour, and Ignoraice,
(elf alfo rendred Erromots, and

Mr. D. But the Principle it :
prefented to the world with fuch a Robe of Folly putupon It
by the Vauity of Men in many Ages palt, as may expofe It

who know not to

the Mockage of the ignoraut,
gween Truth and mens finful Adjunéts wherewit

incumbred, any more then the Soldsers who cloat

Purple Robe, and when they had done derided him. By whicl

e of other Truths

By which God|
hath made,
and Chrift |
o o}t‘nah;lcd f?\?
; the Churcht
diftinguifh be= ynder the |
h jc hath been New-Tefta-
hed Chrift ina ment, and
y Prayer with
theLaying g
of hands as

kind of dealing it were eafie for the Adverfaries o
ace them to the che way of

a5 Baptifm and the Table of the Lord, to difgr

world, fith they alfo have been as much attended
Groffings, Creamings, Exorci [ms, Exfufflationt, Sponfors, Spisings, S4
ings, and. Superfiitions, or
Truth of Prayer with Impo

Idolatrous Adorations, as t

with Chrifms,
It- P

wherein t
obtain it |

his defpifed

fition of Hands for the promict -
Spirit, -

God for hi,‘

|
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The Fourth Principle of
Spivit. All which Sacred (and in their places precious) Truths

thallyet be more fully reftored. to their Integrity and Eftema-
tion in the Churches of Chrift Maugre oppofition.  *~ “ = *

Towards the advancing a work of which import, Mr. H. D.’

hach-had a prize put into his hand, but wanted a heart to make
ufe ofir, with refpedt to the Fourth Principle of Chrifts Do=
¢trine, chufing rather to difgrace it what in him lay, whereby
he hath as much ignobled himfelf; as he juftly advanced his re-
pute in the Churchies, by his ufeful Labours in his late Zreatife
of Baptifm. Of whiciibeing {eafonably admonifhed, he muft ex-
peé& now to be more tharply reproved. o »

His Book confifts of two General Parts, the firft Hiflorical,
thewing the opinion of other men concerning the Laying on of
Hands : ‘The {econd Polemical, thewing his own opinion in op-
pofition to moft men in fundry important Particulars.

1. From the Hiftorical part with the Title page there is
fomewhat gain’d for the Truth which he wonld deftroy, whilft
he tells us, An account is given both from Scripture and Antiquity,
how it batb been pradiifed in all Ages fince Chriff. And beginnin
with the Scripture, he plainly fets down the ufe of that fervige
by the Apoftles in feveral places, only he minceth the maregr
};: rcf%c& of the end for which they obferved it as hereafteris

ewed. :

2. He proceeds to other Authorities, about whom he deals
not fo fair as might be wifhed, and likewife he feems too bold.
1. Not fair, becaufe he begins with a fpurious Aucher, who

" would befmear the Truth in queftion, with Unéion or Chrifin

in the firft Age, and chiefly he infifts upon fuch Authors, and
fuch paffages in thofe Authors, who exprefs fomething of their
o orothers Vanities, in conjuné&ion with Prayer and layi

‘o of Hands 5 thereby defigning (1 fear) to make the thing in

queition the lefs acceptable to the Readers and having dene

.. thus, he labours to impeach the Impofition‘of hands;(as 10w
contended for) as if Antiquity were not on our fide in thisCon-

troverfie. - For the firft Tcﬁimony'of any credit. (“in‘his owi
Judgment) which is brought by him; 1§-th‘ac' of CulixtusCalias
Celiftus) and ‘having made him the Author et Confirmation ,
(which indeed he was not) he puts the Mark of Pope upon him,
to make the caufe he oppofes ftill the more hatefirl, s whetieas,
though he were Bithop of the Roman Church about the year 221,
yet it is certain the Popedome (as now commonly undcrﬁm‘:‘;i()i

ez



Chrifks Doirine Vindicated, 3
had then no being in that Church.  True it is, Califfus had his
miftakes or errors, as well'as other Fathers, and yet fome whom
Mr. D. mentions with greater Eftemation, had as greac: (or
greater) miftakes then he. However, all that can fairly be faid
in this cafe againft Califtus, is, that he helped forward the ufe of
Oyle in the Service of Prayer with Impofition of’ Hands, but
laying on of Hands, (called by fome Confirmation) was in ufe ,
in the Churches long betore, as now I fhall fhew.

For fith we have the' Scriptures, A¢s 8. 12,1314, 15, 16,17.
Afts19. 6. 2 Tim. 1. 6. Heb.6,2. moft clearly thewing thepra-
&ice of Prayer with Impofition of Hands for the promifed {pi-

rit, (as we thall more full demonftrate in our fecond Part) we (\

fhall not need to produce any other witnefs for that Age, an
for the fecond, we havé better evidence than Dywis, or Fuftin
Martyrs Refponfess for Tertullion (whom Mr. D. tells us he had |
quoted, pag. 26, ‘but ftrangly miftakes himfelf, having not ‘
mentioned him, nor any fentence out of him) is our w.nmcfs' Q
for the fecond Century in which he lived and flourithed in the ¢
year 202, in the profeffion of Chriftianity, under Severns and’ ey |
Antontins, and wrote an-Apology about that time for the Chri-
ftians, and therefore muft needs beable to giveanaccountof -
the ufage of the Church in the fecond Century; his'wordsare i1 ...
thefe.  When we are come out of the Laver, [meaning Baptifm ] Tertul. de
afterward the band is laid on by Bleffing [meaning by Prayer] calling Baptifmo. |
upon, and inviting tre HolyGhoft. = And again, Like as in Baptifm the Syead
Flefy is wafbed, that the Soul may be made clean ; fo 1n Laying ewof Tevtul. de |
Flands the Flefl is over-oadowed, that the Soul inay be illuminated by Refurvedts |
the Holy Spirit.
Moreover, we find in Eufeb. exprefly, Prayer and Laying on -

of Hands, on perfons to be/unitc(ri) to z’l;c Ch{lrch, calleZi, The Eufebius
Aff;fi'.l' éE NT M: N NhE R, and this was about the middle hb'7'“P'2'i
of this Century or Age wherein Tertullian Lived, beingin the |
giays of Stepben Bithop of the Roman Church;, Auno’256. fnd‘here ;Jt}z?}?of.o;:;ﬁ?
is not the leaft mention of Chryfm, *'6r any vain Ceremony. tioned in |
Sith then this Service is faid to be Antient at that time, it:may TertuhdeBaps
well refer to the Apoftolical Century, being but abo’ur 140 its fhewed by
years upward ;- however, its full evidence for the pra&ife in i}:g];(ct:m:d'
the fecond Century, which is fufficient to our prefent pur- to be that |

po‘(l'gi - : a s { which was |
"hefe witnell's may alfo ferve for the w1 e bios s - ufed at Bap-
e Third Century; living il and tie]

(25 before) bothrin the ficondand thivd, to iliom we miayadd ae fyying on

Urb an. .of Hana-
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The Fourth Printiple of

Vrban Bifhop of the Roman Church, whofe words as cited by,
Me. D.-are very harmle(s words (abating the terme Sacrament,
&rc.) *which be thefe, That the Sacrament of Confirmation be imme=
diately given after Baptifm, and that all the faishful are to wait for the

 Spirit by tke Impofition of the B. Hands.

Cyprian alfo who fiourifhed about the middle of the 300,
givas Teftimony to the Pradtife now contended for, faying;
It isto little purpofe tol lay bands on them (that vesurned from Herefie)
nnlefs theyveceive alfo the Baptifin of the Church, for then at the length
they may be fan&ified perfedily, & : '

-, For the Fourth Century, though enough is done by Mr. D,
to fhew they were for Prayer with Impofition of.hands after
Baprifin, for the Spirit of Promife; yet fith their witne(s way
be more clearly fet down, Lwill add fomewhat in that behalf.
And however Melchiades is * Popified by M. D. yethis Do-

&rine is not {o dangerous as is pretended, for

| # Sure I am, in this Mans dayes, “when he faith, Beptifm and Impofition of ‘Hands
| both Chriftians and alt menhad  gye to be jo_yned together, he is very confonant to
| free Liberty to ferve God as  ¢he Apoﬁles pradtife, Afis 8. and to their

they fa

w they ought, this man

 not feeking to hinder ir, which Writings, Heb. 6. 2. And when he_faith, The
is not like the Popes’ of our oneisat 1o be done without the other; his meaning

| days.
{ Church,

| :::?:lg, to acknowledge Popes to but keep them all. - And his faying, The one is

{ have
. L of cle
‘ to Aoy pag. 7+

|
|
|
B
i
\l.

#
|
t

T

Church) for the nniting of Charity, which is the greateft gift of th ‘G Floly

He governed the Roman ~ may be honeft, as if a man thould fay, you
Anno 312. and it cer- :

ratifies the Papifts too

ought not to obferve one Ordinance alane,

been ever fince the ‘time not perfect alone 5 if he mean, that the perfe&ion
ment, ‘as M. D. is pleafed “of one Ordinance is not fuch but that we have

need of the ‘reft, all is well enough ftill, but
if he mean Baprifin, as fuch is not perte&

- without theother, then for my part Ithink otherwife; but {fup-

pofing him/miftaken in ‘fome things ‘touching this matter, yet
fure his Errours were as tollerable as theirs that would deftroy
the thing altogether. :

- Ferome (who flourithed Anno 390. under Valentinian Junior,

. does not only fay, Thatit is the Cultom of the Church, that 1ipon the

Baptized bands fhould be Impofed [as Mr.D.] but he alfo faith,
Its an obfervation Apoftolical, (which he might well fay, Ad. 8.
A4¢t.19. 2 Tim.1.6.) and plainly faith, Jtis found in the Afis of

. the dApoftles.

Angujtine,, who lived Anno 395. in thé Reign of T beodofius,
informs us, That bands was laid upon Hereticks (returning o the

oft,
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Chrifts Dofirine Vindicated,
him in {aying,

Chft, which wellagrees with Mr. D. who brings

Impofition of bands after Baptifin was neceffary for the gifts of the Spiris.
“Thus much for the Fathers,
of the Councels touching the

what Mr. D. hath brought out
w7

Point in Controverfy.

And ficft, I obferve he fronts his Lift of t
Councel of Lasdecea, An. 315. rather then with th
Eliberius, which bears date, even fiom his own Pen, five years
before the other 5 The reafon. is manifeft, for though the ficft
fet down, {peaks nota word of Impofition of hands, of Ceifir~
mation, yet it mentions Chrifin, and the other fpeaks plainly of
Impefition of bands, but mentions not Chryfm ; therefore that the
Reader might more frumble at the truth in hand, he hath occafi-
on given to do {o by the ftrange phrafes of the Councell of Lac=

decen, and yet Mr. D. Pretends to take up the flumbling blocks out of

hem, with the
¢ Councell of

the way of Gods People.

well, for matter of Fad, however thefe Councels may wit-
nefs for the Impofition of hands (at leaft that of Eliberius) in the
third and' fourth hundreds, they living the
their time (probably) in thie 200. That we have much elder
evidence then chis,may I conceive be fairely colle@ted (yet Lwill
{peak under Correétion) from the 72. Epiftle of Ciprian writ-
ten to Stephes Bifhop of the Roman Church about g, years be=
fore the Councel of Eliberius, in which one reafon rendered

why the Councel of Carthage, before that time, had concluded
unded upon

for the Baptizing of returning Hereticks, is gro

the unprofitablenefs of impofition of bands without it 5 which fhews
that both this Councel and Ciprian approved thereof'; now add
that forecited out of Eufebius, that in the dayes of this writing
between Ciprian and Stephen, prayer with impoﬁtion‘of hands
was called the Antient Manner, &c. then we infer, that here were
Fathers in this Councel with Ciprian, who were fufficient evidence
for the practife contended for, for the fecond hundred, for if
there were any at that Councel aged 70. ot 8o, years, they then
had lived fo much of their rime in the fecond Century s to be.
able to atteft of theirown knowledge the praftice  now called
Antient.  And for the firft Centity the Scripture is our Canrons
So then, we have futficient evidence from Scripture, and good

Antiquity that this Truth began to
days,and continued in the Churches for four hundred years £o-
: it : getler,

we fhall now obferve briefly -

greateft Part of

pe praétifed in the Apoftles
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gether, (not without Corruption creeping into it, I grait, and
alas that was the cafe of molt Truths, as well asof that.)
‘Tt were needle(s to proceed to the following Ages, from

which more plenty of Teftimonies may be produced, the
Church encreafing, and Records being more carefully preler-
ved then they could be in the firft Ages; yet here I will add that

notable teftimony of the Councel of Mestz, or Meguntine; who

\| Sacramentum Confirmationis

| abinitia fola manwm impofiti-

one, exlubitum & Nam cus in-
itio Spiritus Santfus, ad evi-
dentiorum vecentis ad hinc fidei
Confirmationem  figno wifibili
influerit _confirmatis: externa
Unélione, tum opus non erat.

faith, || In the beginning the Sacrament of Confir-
mation was exhibited ouly by the Impofition of
Hands, the Holy Ghoft appearing by evidgnt
figus there was no need of outward anointifig.
The {ame is teftified Intervil. chap. 16. Tbe Sacra-
ment of Confirmation was Celebrated in the begiming
only, with the laying on of Hands; and faith Alex, de

f

Hales, The Apoftles Confirmed with. the only Impofition

o - of Hands, without any certain forwr of words or outward
Elment. Thus the Parity of Truth in this, as in other cafes,
is evidenced even by thofe that have not kept itin the Purity.
thereof, -Now whereas I faid Mr.D. was too bold, éc. my
meaning isin this, that he (o confidently telis us the Greek
Church did rejed Impofition of Hands, é-. and that the Wal-
denfes did the like, for fuch Negatives are hard to be demon-
frrated 5 for what if fome or many of them did reje&t it, yetif
many, or fome of them did receive it, what then is become of
this Negation 2 That they did reje& (or at leaft many of them)
the Popith Sacrament of Confirmation, in refpeét of divers
ufages therein, I can readily believe, but that they did rejedt
Prayer, with the laying on of Hands, for the Promifed Spirit,
Ifze no good reafon to Believe, partly for that we have an

account from a great Antiquary of the form of words, and of

' || The form of words ufed
[ in their Cenfirmation are fo
| far from a reje&ion of all
that the Papifts hold in that
Point that they feem to have
too great affinity therewith,
viz. Sigillatos primo, [eilicit
| unéfos unguento Chrifmatis dot
| fignantes eos dicimus figillnm
| doni Spiritus Sanéhi.

L

the Prayer ufed by the Greek Church in their
Impofition of Hands Tranflated out of the Greek
Euchologian. *Avris famie, €@c. Thiu O Lord, the
mo§t Compaffionate aud great King of ally gracioufly im-
part to this Perfon the gift of thy Hoiy, Almighty, and
adorable Spivit, || partly for that {ome of the Gre-
cian Bifbops ave certainly found to approve of Pray-
er, with laying on of Hands, as Eufebins for exam-
ple,who not only Records it,(as I fhewed before

for the Antiemt Manner of the Church, but alfo rec-

kons



Chrifts Doflrine Vindicated,

kons it amongft the Errors of Novatus, for that he fleighted the

Impofition of Hands for the ohtaining the Holy Spirit, 6.

chap.42. from whofe negled, it’s like his tbllowqrs-,(Wth Mr.

D.fo highly commends ) did alfo lightly efteem 1t to their owil

reproach, and the ill example of Mr. D. and others, in this an

former ages. ¥ :

Again, Gregory Nagianzen and Theodoret , both Grecias, ate
aleadged by the faid Antiguary, as giving evidence for the truth
in Controverfie, calling it, 4 holy My/tagogy, wherein 1hey that ‘"I‘
initiated, veceive a5 in a fhaddew the Invifible grace of the maft boly
Spirit. ; .

I have not the Hiftory whence Mr. D. fetches the Teftimony
concerning the Waldenfian Brethren, their rejecting Impofition
of hands, nor need much be faid to it, fith from the very paf-
fage alleadged by Mr. D. it appears not thac they were Enemics
to Prayer, with putting on of Hands for the promifed Spirtt,
%ut only of thofe vanities wherewith it was incumbred in the

apacy. :

For, to fay nothing of the flender Evafion of thac Teftimony
born by fome of them to that Truth, alleadged by Mr.D. .27
whichis no better an Argument then if he would prove us
his'Brethren, not to be of the Baptized Charches, becaufe we
pre(‘entcd‘ to King CHARLES the Second an Apology or Confef-
fion of'Faith, wherein weaflerted Laying on of Hands, and the
general point, or Chrifts Death for all men; when yet divers
«of ‘our Chriftian-Brethrén, no lefs fearing God then our felves,
«do.oppofe us in both particulars, and Print againft us. yea, in

-their Addreffes to Authorities do prefent (perhaps) fomething
contrary to us in thefe particulars. What then ? are either they

-or we thereforeto beaccounted none ofthe Baptized Churches?
God forbid. - In like manner thofe called Hufites are not .to be
denied to be #aldenfes, becaufe of fome variation about Impo=
fition ofhands, fithits evident fuch diverfities have befallen in
one thing or other, the moft ferious Chriftians in every age:
But I fay tolet this pafs, ' ,

‘The very paffage cited out of Paul Perrin, pag.329.€7. proves
not thatfor which it is brought,. for the things denyed in that
fentence are, Firft, That the Sacrament of Confirmation was Tnflitu-
ted by Christ, meaning the Popifh Sacrament, they havingocca-
fion only to witnefs againft that, 2. That-Chriff was not Cmrﬁr;

; Bg 5 me.
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The Fourth Principle of
med in bis own Per fon. . Meaning in the Popifh way of Chrifin,
¢@c. [for that he prayed, and that the Father (who only could
Seal him) did Seal him with the Holy Ghoft immediately after
his Baptifin is evident, and fo he was confirmed in his own per-

fon.) 3. That Baptifm is perfect without that Sacrament. Hereby only
rejeéting their conceit that think or make it an appurtenance ot
Baptifm.  That this only is their meaning is evident, for fay
they, God is Blafpheamed byit. < 2. It was introduced by the Ir:(xfzg:z—

_tion of the Devil 10 feduce the People; and'deprive them of the Faith of

“the Church,, - 3. Lo diaw them to believe Cevemonies, and the receffity

.of Bifbops, [meaning doubtle(y Lord Bifhop, &v. and not the

Overfeers ot Chrifts poor people.} : _
But firely no man can imagine that thofe Waldenfes were fo

_mad-héaded, to fay or think that Prayer with Impofition of
Hands for the Spirir of Promife, according to the Exam le of

. the Apoles,fimply (o confidered;and as the next priviledgeto
~ " holy Baptifm, was introduced by the Devil! No, Mr. D- him-

~Churches in th

teltis not offended thereat, pag. 51. and truly fhould the Wal-
derifes have had {uch a meaning, their Teftimony for our Chur-

Ehes (Ucceflion would be very inconfiderable. :

Wherefore, (to fuppofe fome of them ignorant of what fome
: his Age do know concerning the fimplicity of this
pradtife; having fo continuall occafion from the Papifts to be

fcandalized againft it) fhalt this plead for you to follow them

" in'chat parcicular ? T trow not, our Fore-Fathers may find that
¢ tollerable in che day of Judgment which we fhall nor find fo,
. having the advantages which' they were not acquainted with.

Wherefore, though it be the unworthy defign of Mr. D. in the

- . Hiftorical part of his Book, to make the Impofition of Hands

(as now contended for by his Brethren) to Le originally a Pa-

 piftical, Babylonilh, and Antichriftian Ceremony, not ufed by the

Greeks or any other Churches differing from the Papifts, (ex-
cept our late Reformers fome of them) yet this being lictle
more then his bare word, ¢ may be {ufficient to baHance him
with the Tqﬁlmony of Dr. Fer, Taylor, who faith,

~That Laying on of Hands, was firmly believed by all the Primitive
Church, and became an Univer(al Praéiife in all Agess the Latine

“'Ghurch and the Greek; alwayes did wfe ity ==~ It was Antient and long

before Popery entered.into the World, and this Rite bath been more abufed
by Popery then any thing, and to this day the Bigots Cor Jeluites,) of the
, : Roman
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Roman Church) are the greateft Enemies toit, and from them the Pref-

bytecians, ‘ .
Yea, flich is the evidence of this Defpifed Truth, that Mr.

Calvin, :a man {ufficiently (and yet juftly) fharp againft Chrifm,
and fuchvanities ; yet is conftrained to own the primitive ufe
of this Ordinance (o' Icall it)and defires once and againy it
-were reftored, and becaufe Mr, D. hath not fully {et down his
words, Iwill here recite them,  Such Laying on of Hands, (faith

“he) @ is done fimply, injtead of Bleffing, 7 praife, and would thas it were

at this day refored to the pure ufe thereof. - And again, Iwould to
God-we did keep ftill the manner which Thave [aid to have been in old
time, Cal. Inftit. . 4. c. 19.S. 4. and 8. 13. To whofe good de-
fires we may joyn thofe of Hommius, and the Leyden Profelfors,
fet down by Mr. D, pag.27. viz. 1hat thu bufinefs of Confirmation
were draivied from Anutichriftian mixtures, both asto Name, Nature,

Matier, Form, Admmifivatory and Subjeci alfo. From all whichits

remarkable, that there hath been as holy Breathings after thie

“Reftoration of this precious Truth, as other of the paths of
- :Righteoufnefs, and therefore the more intollerabl

e is it for Mr.
D. or any other now to oppofe themfelves againit it, being now
as gracioufly . Reftored to its pure ufe in many Churches of
Chrift, as.any other Ordinance whatfoever. o ek

So that by this time I hope its apparent, how lictle reafon
Mr. D. had to ask this infinuating Queftion, pag. 32. Is there 7ot
good ground think you to [ufped the Fuftice and Trush of that Caufe that
canmot otherwife be defended nor maintained bus by fuborned witneffes,
and Knights of the Poft ? For truly, as thefe witneflés arenot

fuborned, but in the rank of Humane Teftimonies for matter of o
‘Fa& very confiderable, fo neither is it true, that there are Ny
.better ways to maintain this Truth, feeing the Divine Auchg-

rity of this Sacred Truth ﬂgndéth not upon man, but upon the
Word of God, as we have in fome former Treatifes, and fhall.

now again in our fecond part furcther demonftrare, .




10 The Fourth Principle of
e Second Part.

‘: TO fry nothing here of Mr. Ds. Exceptions againft the
‘; grounds and ends for, or from which, others befide the
‘Baptized Crriftians do obferve Prayer with Impofition of hands
but to leave them to their own Defence; we fhall confider
tbriefly the force of his oppofition againft his Brethren, among
‘whom, refpeéting the Praftice of Prayer, with the Laying on
of Hands, he very well obferves. - oo
Firft, The Name which we (or rather the Lord) gives this Rite,
viz. Laying on of Hands, ‘
Second, The Subjetts, viz. All Baptized Believerg, Men and Wo=
men, {even as God hath made his Promife of the Spirit to both
i Men and Women. : | '
\ s Ihlrd, The ddminifivators, viz. The Elders or Presbyters, Cor
-AM'cf.T'engcrs,of Chrift and his Churches, who, as they ave all
} .Stewards of the Myfteries of God, of which this of laying on of

gm&ds was one, they muft needs be Difpencers of it with the
-~neltt. ) :

-
4

¢ " Fourth, The end for the Promifed Spirit to Confirm tbe“'Baptiz.ed,

( ar;d d)rcéealj to fld\mi{ into the Church, [to Confirm, only as the‘%’ ays
of God do, all help to Edifi d ftrer ' le.

k ‘. Fifth, b Time or O i¢, and ftrengthen Gods People.

v rder in which this is Adminifired, betipixt Bap~
tifm and the Supper, or prefently after Baprifm, || ;

I 6. Sixth, The Priucipal Ground upon which they affert it, viz. The
_Scripture, efpecially from Heb. 6.2, A&. 8. 17. & 19. 2.6.
When Mr. D. comes to oppofe us in thefe Particulars, p. 40-

- kncy re- ‘heinverts the order here propounded, and begins with the latt
e {?:,‘,c ‘partiéular in the firft place, but firft he premifes {everal things.
neratiohs  “And fieft he is pleafed to fay. . e :
“That we do not affirm, or deliver our opinion upon Heb.6.2.

' with fo much modefty or Sobriety as the Presbyterians ordn-

; dependants, and the reafon is onely, becaufe we determine

. plainly what Laying on of Hands is meant, Heb. 6. 2. and pafs

lb it not only as a probability, or to this purpofe,

. k To this Iapfwer, That this is {o far from Infobriety, that

there is aneceffity that we be pofiitive in this Cafe, elfe it muft

? be granted that this firft Principle cannot be known, and then

: it fuppofes no man able to teach another, which be the firft

Principles

|

Yfno imer-
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Christs Dotbrine Vindicated,

.v Principles of the Oracles of God. And indeed, upon this Rock

hath Mr. D. run himfelf, after all bis Expofitions on Heb. 6, 2,
and is forced pag. 49. to fuppofe that heis not able to tell us
whatlaying oun of Hands is intended, Heb. 6. 2. || and

14|

gives this as a reafon of his fuppofition, viz. there [l Bur alas, its more :hJ
a (wppofition, for if }

are many things in Pauls Epijtles which ave hard aud difficult do know inesilibly wh

80 be wnderftood, which (lays he) the Ignorant dowreftse it i, why

doth he n(

Which fentence he hath verified, for not knowing cell us whichiic is, ¢
what to {ay, concerning Heb. 6. 2, cectainly, he hath = why are we counced in

{ayin ' : ‘
by {aying many things at a venture, exceedingly CRtREIvEL,

modeft for—fhewing

unlefs he a|

wrelted this place, and firft by {uppofing this Laying rogate more to himfe

on of Hands to be one of the bard things in Pauls then he wil
Epiftles. The contrary being moft plain, for thefe

Principles Heb: 6. 1, 2. are oppofed to the things that are hard
to be uctered, Heb. 5. being alfo called Milk for Babes, and not
firong Mear, As al{o becaufe the Hebrew Criftians are blamed;
for that they might have been (and were not) teachers of thefe
Principles, but needed to be taught again which were the firft:

- Principles.  Yeaverily, thisis to makeall things in Chriftia-:

nity hard and difficulr, for if the firft Rudiments be fo, what
can be eafie? ) .
- Itis ligh time therefore for Mr. D, and others with him, to
fee the vanity of thefe pretences, and fpeedily ro confider, that
there is as much need to be poffitive in the bufinefs of the
fourth Principle, Heb. 6. 2. as any of thereft, and that a Tea~
chermay with as much ground and credit; plead ignorance to
them all, as to any one of them's ‘and how dangerous it is to
make Principles (or any of them) but probabilities only, a man;
that hath bur half an éye may eafily pereeive,
Secondly, Mr.D. fets down two Principles (as he calis them)
to Ec ;fba Line 10 cayry us through:the work , ¥ viz. :
+ Lhat to every Ordinance of Chrift there muft be fome plain pofitive
word of Inﬂitution)to Confirm it.f ’ ﬁ J Ak ‘

| allow to u

Mldea. 5

|
|
% As ifMr.D
his Princi- |

ples were |

more Infalli

2. To pradiice any thing: in tbe worfhip af God, for an Ordinance of ble then |

bis, without an Inftitution, is Will-worfbip and Superfiition.

But furely the firft ofthefe propofitions is not totaken with- Heb. 6.

out fome fuch expofition as this, viz, That what.any Man affirmes
20 be a folemn part of she-worfhip of God for the:Church of Godl, it mut be
warr anted by the boly Scriptureswitbout wrefting thim.ButMr.D.taking

.the firlt propofition in aridged fenee, coutits all we fay fromHeb.

6.2,

thofe in.

|
?
A

1
|
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2. as nothing;, unlefs we can thew where it’s {aid,Let all Baptized

‘Beleivers bave hands luid on them,with as much plainnefsas its {aid,

Let all Beleivers be Baptized, and eat the Lords Suppes.  Bue this is

wvery irrationall to imagin, that every inftitution of Chrift muft -
‘be exprefled in the Scripcure with equall Plainnefs, for if they be -
“but found there, it is Sufficient.Nay,the very ordinances he men--
tions, are not equall in their plainnefs, in re(pe& of theiIndivi-:
~dualls that are ro partake of thiem , Precépt and Prefident

being in that behalfe much plainer for Baptifm then cheLords
“Table. Again the goverment of the Church by Meffengers, Biflopss
and Deacons, é¢. 15 an [nftitution of Chrift.  But if Iasktfor a
_precept in terminis that in the ordinationofthefe officers,prayer-
and Impofition of hands muft be ufed, I dare fay Mr. D. cannot
fhew! it. . Neither is he able thew me any Prefident that any but’
the Apoftles Laid Hands on Deacons, Nor any Prefidentat all,
ofany one Elder of any particuler Church that was ordained by
Prayer with the Laying on of Hands,yet furely there is fufficient

~ inthe Scripturss to warrantus in thefe things, refpeéively ;

and thus we fhall come to confidermore Particularly. what Mr.
D. hath done to cleare the fame of Heb. 6. as'he promiles in‘his
title page, and yet in-his lines pretendes it cannot be cleared, as
I have fhewed, whilft the moft he himfelfarrives at, orallows us
(with his Good liking) to attain to, is but probability. P.40.
For the ground of our practice in praying to the Lord with
the impofition of Hands' 5 The Connexion of the Principles
or the order wherein they are propounded to us; is eminent]y
_confiderable, becaufe, principles,or firft rudiments of Religion,
both in faith-and pra&ice (as they are practicall) do Equally;
concern individuals, bothin refpe& of the things fo denomi=
nated, and the order'ofthem (except in cafes of immergency)
as is more fully thewed in our. S. for peace, Part. the Second.
"My, D. P. 41. denyes that there is the Lealt warranty in this text for
the faith or prasiife of the Church,in praying with the impofition of bands
gc. and yet in the next page be tells us it is very true the Dodline of Lay-
Cing on of hands is beve reckoned mmong the principles of ‘the Dofirine of
Chrift 3 But withall be denys laying on of hands on all Baptized Bei_ewers
to be taught or praftifed by Chrift, obferving from the Waldenfes, tbaf
John did nos lay bands upon Chrift after be Baptized bim, &c. e
I Anfwer, Chrift himfelfbeing he that was fent of God to Bap-

vize with the Holy Ghoft; as the grear Author of that Dona?r%?ﬁ
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o ¢ hrz:ﬂs' Doirine Vindicated., |
&Om thé Father it was _noé meet that Fobn thould pray for Chrift,
yet behold the very order wherein Clirift received the Spirit s

yery teachable to the Saints in their waiting upon'God for that

Heavenly gift,for when he was Baptized then he prayed-andthe
holy. Ghoft defended upon him, being then fealed by God the

Father, who alfo by voyce from Heaven declared him to be his

beloved Son, Math.3. 16. 17, Luk, 3. 21.  Fobn 6. 27. “How
Suitable therefore is it, to the example of Chrift, for all fiich
as are Baptized, " {peedily to waite upon God for the giftof his
holy Spirit, with Prayer and Impofition of Hands, haveing the
Apoftles walking in that very path before us, and God Almighty
Crowning that way by. giveing a blefling to his Children, ‘eveh
then fealing them alfo, to the day of Redemption, by ghe Spirit
of Promife, Afis 19. 6. Epkef. 1.13.and 4. 30." - = Sty
" Bat faith Mr.D. we find not that Chrift taught this laying on
ofhands, &c. To which it were fufficient to {ay that we do not
finde where Chrift either taught or praifed Laying on othands
on Deacons. or other officers, all that we finde is, thathe Life
up his hands and Bleffed his Apoftles, and yet who dare doubt,
but that the Apoftles were taught of God how to ordain his
Minifters, and there is the fame reafon to beleive they were
taught of God to pray withLaying ot of hands for the promifed

Spirit, {pecially when'God fo fignally owned them in that.un=

dertaking, 4. 8. 17. @l
Mr. D. names many Churches that are not faid to h’av‘gh_ands
Laid on them, and that to be reckoned among their principles
which is fo frivilousan objeétionas I marvel he fhould ufe it,
he knows there be fomeChurches who are not faid to beBaptized
nor to have the Lords Table among them, nor any Church fave
one to ‘have had Decons ordained by Laying on of hands; and
yet finding thefe things relig&ﬁ) :
ﬁife,lyiconclude other. Churches had the like. - And why may
not the exaniple of two or three Ghurches, i the cafe ofprager

with Laying on of hands for the promifed Spirit fatisfie; as well

LA ]

as the example of one Church only in another cafe 2+~ =

Mr.D.p.43. puts this objedion, why frould Laying on of hands
be veckoned among the beginning principlesyif it wis nt 10 be pragiifed by
afl, éc, which he anfwers_after this manner, your Argiipent is

falacions,a5 though no adi dome upon or pradiifed by others, might be mit-

ufly held iy fome Churches; we:

Bnt
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e-1 tenlge That the Argument being ufed, only with repedt
to It:shings lg)u):damenial_, orgth]cj.ﬁ‘r[_t _I"yr'ﬁ;czpvlgs of the Chuiftian
Religion, is ver y found and concluding (and therefore notan-
{wered nor touched by Mr.Ds. c:x.‘tcndn_%_xt_ to all otherads,but
difingenioudly abufed) for. both the Do rine and praétifeofall
the Principles, Heb. 6..3.2. belongs equally to ""{l,,’-cj’méi‘“,’ir_e it
will follow that the firft Churches had the Principles of Religion
Both in the Dodrinal and Pradtick parts, bat we have only the

‘Theory, we:muft learn them, but not pradtife chem, for thtis

Gith M, D. P» 45, Beleivers muft be taught it, meanning Laying off
of hands, bus that they ave obliged therefore 30 praftifesr, is mot hese
(i €. inHeb. 6.) or elfe where to be found.. Surely this is the way

10 deftroy fuch Principles as are pradticalt, to'leave nothing of

them in the Churches now but talking of themonlyl 7
.-+ Mr. D. being prefled bgéhc confideration of Laying on of
4 Hands,as it is Milk for Babes in Chrift ,undertakes to fhew that
* fome other Laying on of hands may be that alfo 5. and names
¢ the impofition of hands to heal the Sick Mark 16,18, -~
- Surelyhe may with as much truth and reafon rellns that the
drinking any;deadly poyfon, Mark. 16, 18. is Milk for'Babes in
Chrift alfo, this is the effedt of mens ffumbling at truth, they
make them{elves ridiculous, for who would think that fo judi-
ciousa perfonfhould make that a Principle,and fuch an one too
as belongs to all Chriftians equally, asitisa Principle, which
indeed {carce belongs .to one often thoufand ¥ 'Again, Laying
on of hands £o heale the fick belongs to them that are without
(the fick perfons in the Church haying a fpeciall ordinance
provided for there comfort in fickne(s, Fam.s.) and therefore
not to be called Milk for Babes in the Church, But fuppofe that
Laying on of hands to heal the Sick, do‘at all belon fo the
Church, yet the.oldeft Chriftian, is as much concerned in itas
the youngeft Chriftian, who being fick may feek for cure that
way as well as the other. Neither is this laying on of hands
properly called Confirmation, as Mr. D, Imagins P. 44. forthe
word was confirmed with fignes which followed prayer and
Preaching, as well as laying on of hands on the fick, yea prayer

_and laying on of Hands on Baptized Believers had fignes al{o

following it,fo then all thefe may as properly be called Confic-
mation as any one of them,and yet Mr.D. will not allow Impofi-
cion of hands for the holy Spirit to be properly {o .cal'led:g.Bt_llc,

imilie
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Chrisis Dorine Vindicated,
Similie Similus ¢ft ratio. And to conclude this, note further that
feeing Impofition of hands for the holy Spirit is for the obtaning
of Spirituall Gifss and the Impofition © hands on the fick for the
exercife of Spirituall gifts received, the firlt is even therefore much
more like to be Milk for Babes then the latter - i b i
© .M. D, further faith, Laying on of bands Heb.6. 2. contains that for
she inveftituse of Church Officérs, and kis veaforr is becar fe thefe Princi=
- ples are vexy Comprebenfive, be [uith alf that the Lords Supper ™2 pafs
for a beginning Teaching a well & Baptifm. He rells us alfo that the
Laying on of hands, Heb.6.2. isas plurall as Baptifms, P.43.50:51"
* 1. Lanfwer,to make [mpofition of hands on Decons and other
officers, a Principle appertaining to the begining ofa Chriftian
Man,is very obfurd,becaufe firft Principiles are neceffary to the
being of Churches; whereas the Impofition of hands ob officers,
prefuppofes a Chutch allready founded, and as fuch to have
made their ele&ion of (ome to mannage theiraffaires _as’;.(}'humh,
sfeer which ele&ion, the Laying on of hands to ratifie 1t 1s L0 be

performed. ;g oo : . ¥
- Secondly, Mr. D. ‘faichfullnefs in thus expounding, Heb. 6. 2.
may well be fufpedted, for doth he indeed make it his work to
Preach that Laying on of hands, which is the next Prigmiple to
Babtifine, Heb.6.Is the Impofition of handson Deacons,5c. doth
e Ifay Teach the Babes this, a5 fie Teacheth therother five
Principles ? Lbelieve if he do fo; he'is fingular 5 futel am, be~
fore the contraverfy Jrofe about Laying on ofihands for the
promifed Spirit, none of them (that I cou Id ever hear of ) faid
any-thing at all about the Impofition fofhands;nHeb'.'é. 2. And
2s T have reafon to believe that there is notone Minifter in thofe
Churches,not under the forchPrincipleas by us urged;thatdoth
teach the babes that they muft receive as that Principle; Heb. 6.
thie Dodtrine touching the Inveftiture of Church officers 5 {o
ifehey did Teach thus, Iwould gladly know the ground-of fck
Dodtrine at Jeaft from fome example i that Cafe, and Iamfure
il the objeftions made by them againft us, would be far more
‘orceableagainft, themfelves, =~ & AR H X i b ey 21 N
T hirdly, Tgrant the Principles Heb. 6. to be very Comprehen-
five, yetas Principles to be owned by Babes in €hrift, 1 fay they
do not containe al] Chriltian performames, fot 1f fo, it ‘would
follow that few or none have yet Learned their’Principles;- and
then why theApoftle fhould make it fo firange that »eﬁéﬂeé}geﬁ‘
- -5 b C 2 W : u\
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‘of the holy Ghoit aud. of fufferings alfo, or not 30 be yeceived into Com:[r‘zﬁf-

ThewFourth Principle of
fhould need to be tauight thefe Principles, I can fee no reafon, fo
then the Principles Heb. 6: 1:2.imay be duly Learned, where
miany things in point of ‘Chriftian faithvand ‘practice are not yet
attained. T he foundation Igrant hath relation to the Superftru=
&ure,but yet the foundation may be'perfectly-laid where the {u-
perftrudure isryet wanting: « The feed time and ‘planiting, leads
to the Harveft-and timeof Fruivy but yer thefe things‘are truly

Separable. ¢ iwing

- Fourthly, To make the Lords SUpbér‘ pals for 8 begiﬁning

eachingas well as Babtifm, s prefumption indeed,the one apper=
m“}“.‘% on]y to thelwew borne for admiffion: intothe Church 3
the other to themof-grown Chriftian(as well as'6thers) for his
edification, And one would think that Mr: Di'who mauft: have
fach plainSeripture for-what we urge, as beginning Principles,
fhiould sotthas vary from his ‘owneRule when he aflignes any
thing for fuch. : daycpad 1o ot
< Fifthly; Lfear MriP. i3 fome what guilty~t-ofpertinacity,
in faying the Laying on ofhands,Heb:6.2\ is as plurall as Baptifms;
fec"mg.hé‘caﬁubt beignorant how Mr. Fifber hath anvailed that
miftake in anfwertoa Query wherein Ithink Mr.Diwas ¢ceheer-
ned ; which, ashe terms a grevious and grofs miftake, fohe fhews
that the Laying o, Heb. 6. 2.  is a [ubjtantive of thé fingular number
both inthe Greek and Englif, and fome of the Legtned and Judi-
cioustofihis owne partly, kave (to my knowlédgv’e.r)lconfeﬂ‘ed
that to be an egregious mijtake, -and fich he gives. norealon for'his

* perfifting:in his former opinion; butbarely contradi@s hisop-

pouents, itis to me very Sufpicious, that he hath nothing to
defend himfelfe withal, fave his Sic vola, fic jubeo. -« =1\ :
And here let me note, that feeing Heb.6. 2. {peaks but of one
Laying on of Hand,there is a neceffity that we eterming-which
it is, elfe we muft contefs none can. know the.firft Principles.
But to take off the.force of our Arguments for the neceflity of
Impofition of hands with prayer for the holy Spirit as aPrinciple

‘in the more compleat Conftitution of Chriftian Churches, Me:*"

D. is pleafed to aske this queftion. = = . ,

If every ene of thefe Principles in Heb. 6, are fo.abfolutely to be takern
in by Babes,. and:without which we .are not effeeme than: communicable,
what do you [ay to the Dodirine of Baptifms in the text, one of the Princi-
ples and foundations of the Gofpell, muft be all Bapsifed with the Baptifit

/ e
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made to the Church, iswnota thing in our power ; but the.
meanes to feek for'it isiinqur power; wemuft believe and pray.
for:the promife, (o muft we alfo believe and walt for the Refiir=

ve&ion and theEternall judgment. . And {o muftwe believe and,
expeict {ufferings fov Chrifty: elfe we have not rightly Laid the-
fonndation in reped of the Do&rine of Baptifes, but now

toargue fromthe things whichare in our power to do to.the

things which'are anly in the .power and »di}po(c}ng ofthe Al
mighty, is irrationall and dangerous, and may be retarted upon:
Mr. Di after this mauner, Sceing you {uppofe a manmay be ad-~.

mitted to communion without two Baptifins ofithe three,Heb.Os.
2. why do you. make the other {0 abfolutely, neceffary ;- now 1€t

himidefend him (elfe for. that practical pare of the do&rine of
Baﬁt"rf'ms, and thereby he will defend me for that pradvick pats
of the fourth principle. Cofla 21, T2 L
" 2. Butifany fhalldeny the promife of the fpirit, with which
all Chriftians ave to pray-that they ‘may be baptized: [ contrary
to.the late dangerous doétrine of fome, who would reftrain the
Baptifim, oFthe Spirit to miraculous gifts, opperations or fignes;
@¢.-and perfwade us the: Baprifin of the Spirit is ceafed ] or
that. fhall .deny the dod@rine of Sufferings, or Sufferings them-
felves as not pertaining to them 5 or ifany fhall teach others to
deny thefe truths, as you teach others to deny prayer, with im-

fition of hands, and will needs perfift in oppofing themfelves-
againftall endeavours ufed to reform and amend'them; I'fay; -

fuch may - lawfully be denied communion in the Churches of
God, and thus we have confidered Mr: D. his feveral expofitions
upon Heb, 6. 2, : B 3y S L

-1 OF the Lajing o éf%'.Hﬂ?IdJ,‘ 2 Txm 1.'. 6

~Neither hath Mr.D. wrote advifedly P. 48. where he teach~
eth that the impofition of Hands, 2 Tim.1.6. and 1Tim.4.14.are
both one, for as much as they are evidently diftinguithed in
three refpeéts; as firft, 3 4 e
In refpeéi of the perfons adminifiving them. That in 2 Tim. 1.6, be-
ing performed by Paulonly, the laying on of my Hands, the o=
ther by more then he, ¥ Tim. 4. 14. The Laying on of the Hands of
the Presytery, {urely, ifmore had a&ed in the ficft tlien Paul h“ﬁf

SR = .
“The receptioh of the holy Spirit :according to' the promife Anfw. 1.
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_{elf, he would not have acrogated the whole frrviceto himfelfy

a5 if the bleffing received came by what he did, and the reft frood
bt for Ciphers 5 no, this is nothing like that humble Apoltle
who was lefs in his own eye, then the leaft of all Saints 3 neithes
can it be proved that he was one of the Presbyrery that Ordajnc
Timothy, (though Bir. D. concludes he was) though pertiaps he
might beone of them, ~ —~ ) p s g
2. The Gifts are clearly diffingnifhed, Thofe 2 Tim. i, 8. beitig
the Gifts which are common 1o all Ssints, as much as to Timothys
namely, T. TheSpirit of Love, which all chat are born of God,
do fhare in by the Holy Ghott, Rom.5.5. 2. Power or ftrengtht
dwdwas virtutis not sEeda poteffis, authority, and, this ﬁrcqgth
dll Saints have need of. 3. ewpepnsut fobrictatis fobriety, of
foundnes of mind, which allo every true Chriftian thould have,
kence'its plain, thacche Gift of God which Timothy received by
the Laying on of Hands, 2 Zim. 1.6. inevery part of {g.qsthat
which 1§ common to all Saints, infomuch as he'that hath not the
Spirit of Chrift in thefe réfpedts may well fear he is none of hise
-“On the other fide, ‘it is evident' to atbmen that Pau/ it Tim.
4. 14. fpéaks of the Minifterial Gift, Authority, or Truft, which
was committed to Timoébﬂ by'the confent of the Prophtets, ‘and
by the Laying on of the hands of the Elderthip. = "
13, From the S¢ope of she Apojtle in thefe places refpc&iw‘{y,vfor in 1Tm.
4+ 14. Paulis clearly in hand with'the matters of Timotbies Office,
wverf, 11. tothe end. But'in2 Tim. 1. &' ‘he Tpeaks to him as he
mighic liave (poke ‘to any other'Chriftian, Man.or Woman, for
finding him under fome Temptation and Fears he com,fo‘rfs‘}mim,
by telling him he hoped his Faith was unfeigned, ‘and fupports
him againft Fear, by noting, that it was not theeffe& of the
Spirit which'God gave him, by the putting on of his Hards, and
therefore exhorts him’ not to be afhamed of the Teftimony of
the Lord, nor of Paul the Lords Prifoner, butto be'a partaker
of the affli&ion according to the Powerof God. “Then e moyes
him to confider how free the grace of God was, by which' he's
faved, and not to be valied by the works of fighteoufiefs which
he had done; and thus he fpeaks from verf. T.'toverf. 13, anid
then Begins to treit of the bufineft ofhis Office, the whole mat-
er and ‘contexture of the former part ‘of the Chapter, beihg
Office, Bur his Stateas’a Chriftiap. This

fuchias touched not his uc »
Text being dirly confidered, helps more to the opening Heb.6.2.
) thes



_as any other 3 but his forbearatice is an argiment he knew it did
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then any other place,in'this refpe&, viz. for that it plainly fhews'
lly the end of Prayes:

with the Impofitioh of Hands as the gifts which are notified by

the common graces of the Spirit, was as rea

T e e SR T Rt
.+ Nor is it material which fome objedt in this Cafe, that dureues
is interpreted elfewheré of Miraculous gifts, &¢. Becaufe 1. If
the Interpreter had.fo done, he had forfaken the proper {cope ©
the Apoftle,whofe bufinefs being to fupport Timothy againit fear,
&-¢.. The Spiritof inward grace and fortitude, wasmoft i uitable:
to be infifted on, to that.purpofe. 2. Becaufe the word durdusas
is frequently ‘ufed to exprefs inward firengeh or fortitude of
mind’; for Example, 1 Cor. 12. 10, Juaelés eiga, potens fum, 1am
ftrong, or when Tam weak, then I am ﬁ'rong_',‘Ep};ef\.‘.6'.'.10’.';
30dbwausSs & Kuelw confortamini in Domino, be ftrong in the Lord.:

' OF the. meaning of AGS 8, 3 §5 19, & 19. 2.6,

How clear places thefe are that :hairoﬁjes prayed with Jay~
ing on of hands, for the newly Baprized, indifferently, even for

?

_fbg:ﬁ,\Mp_g and Women, that they might receive the Spirit of

Promife; and thatas generally ds Baptifm it (elf was performed:
in the Cities of Samaria, and Epbefur, ‘and by confequence firft at

“Yerufulem, and [o in other places alfo, I need fay but little in this

place,, having fully {poken to thefe things in my 8. for Peace, and
Pedibaps. Ap.l. which are yet unanfivered ;- yet I fhall endeayour

_to Thew the miftakes of Mr. D. conicerning them; And firft,

‘He will needs fuppofe Peter and-Fcbn to, perform Prayer with
n of bands at Samaria, by virtue of theirextraordinary

Ipofcio Samari; By xirsucof thel
‘gifts; not being willing to allow t weir Office as Miniftérs or Apo~

gl

ﬁlc’s,to have any, thing to do with that adtion ; But this is far
from Truth, for if extraordinary gifts had fufficiently capacita=
ted men to do this work without Minifteriak authority, Philip

the Deacon, being eminently gifted that way, mighe have im-

pofed hands for the Promifed Spirir, as well as Perer and Fobn,

.yet he meddles not. with, this Service at all. peither his Office as

a Deacon, nor his gifts to do wonders, impowering him thereto
inhis own Judgment, for had hie' been otherwife minded,or un

“derftood his privilidge to be fick 3s Mr. D, fuppofed it to be,

he had opportunity and occafion enough to do thar work as w

i.
s noL



S

L ———

:
\
L

The Fourth Principle of .

mot belong to his Miniftery, inanordinary way, fich there was
asMiniftery to behad, to whom thatand other things for the
Setclement of the Church did more propetly belong. Wherefore
we muft needs rejeét that paflage of Mr. D. pag.6. where he
tells us the Adminiftrator of Laying on of hands was any gifted Beligver,
&rc. by which conceit even Women, from whom excraordinary
gifts are not withheld, mighe adminifter this Service. A
‘But that_this was an act of Office, appears partly by what is
already {aid, and: partly for that the Church av_ Ferufalem fent
ot gifted 'Brethrex; only, butmenendowed with:Authority, to
fevin order (uch things ‘as'were wanting in that Church, which
though much prepared for f{ettlement, by the Labours of Philip,
yet cannot rationally be fuppofed to be fo fertled as was meer,
for it is {aid, only they were Baptized in the Nume of the Lord Fefus =
And the firft thing we hear they do for them,is to pray thac they
may receive the Holy Ghoft, &¢. And this they did for them

_all, both Men and Women, as is in part granted by Mr.D. whiles

he grantsit to be performed upon thofe on whom the Holy.
Ghoft was not fallen, and faith the Text, He was fallen on none of
them.: Yet Mr. D. would make an Exception of fome ofthem,
becaufe Simon was found in the gaul of bitternefs. But chis cor-
ruption appearing not till after the Service of Prayer, with lay-
ing on of Hands was performed, it concludes not at all, but that
Simon might be included inthe Prayer of the Apoftles, and have
hands laid on him alfo, yea, and receive of thofe gifts too,(eeing
God doth not withhold them from Hypocrites.- And befide, the
words of Peter denying him-to have any-Part or Lot in that matter,
refers to the Adminiftration of the Ordinance, and not to his
fubmiflion to it ; Givéme this power alfo,that on whomfoever ILay my
bands, be may. veceive the Holy Ghoft 5 In' this matter Peter denys
Simon to have any part. .. o &

.. Furthermore, ‘Mr. D. doth certainly miftake, 44. 19, 2. in
faying she Twelve Difciples at Epbefus were of: the Church,
'whereas the Scripture, and Reafon, do-hoth inform us they
"could not be Imbodied with the Church there, as yer, be-
caufe they are now faid to be found, and called certain Dif*
ciples, the words. implying they were hitherto unknown, for
otherwife why fhould they:be- faid to be found by Paul, mor€

then the whole Church, if indeed they. had been a part of

the Church. Again, their greatignorance of the Holy Ghoft

fhews’

/ %
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| ye Belieyed 2 had concern? ‘
‘ K% cern’d. chy 1%
and then-he muft bedhug ;parcisllx?Mz; i)lx fre
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fhews plainly theyiwere not united: to' the Body or Churchat

Epbefus, where doubrlefs Acquille -and: Prifcills

had “not:been

wanting to-teach the way of 1 ad UEE
t , SO:-0each itheway ofithe Lord perfeétly. And Laftdy
il aas Bapnz‘e-d'ag’a“‘%‘“f‘heWS_‘plain-lyvthcy werenot of the

Chureh, ||.for if. they had  wh v m
not the Church alfo b)é B:P,t'i::dya‘zsiﬁ £

as well as they.2 . o
Now therefore: leticb. 3o ;
ow theretore; letic be confidered, !
:‘1:2?6“«1;@12&1 there been 120, i n(}e:(;(?oz‘ :
them reh;é};m:tfﬁg ggg'\%i‘"ﬁm'erafe with
Ve, the Queftionof the o
ftle, Have yéreceived the, Hﬂ}‘(y‘fpﬁ f;;')“ @

You fec Ido adhere to, the Antient
Expofition of this place, rather then to
our late Curtail'd Expoficions made by
the Prdobaptifts, who becaufe they are
unwilling to” mend their Errours in
Baptifm, would fain have Paul to be of

their mind, buc they, fhould remember

that Reformation or amendment is no

Etrour.

rthat would refufe to

gfx?l:fgtﬁli’(fff’ﬁg a}l wanted the fame Blefling, and had e-
had ari eye ¢ "tl’ g virtue of the fame promife.- ‘And ghat Paul
ncxtQI] QQ 1€ Promife, as'it is.general; “is moft plin, by hig .
ext Queltion, Untowhat thenwere ye Baptized ¢ /s it he fhould -

intit
e ouglxtﬁm“beal‘ptiiedd 2308 19y

fay, jzoun?eryﬁapriﬁn” i '
ourverybaptifin if it be righe, did inform you of, -and
&0 the promife-ofthe Hob" Ghoft, into whofe name alfo

Thus Ler $ i n 43 .
has Ieruftiwe have fufficiently clegved the finft ground of

» Religi A .
our Religious ablérationof Prayer, wieh che Tmpofition, cf
the Na::urfe»QM nifediSpirit; ‘T From the confideration of:

Natliee; rder, cor'Connexion of the Principles, as they

are _contained and propounded. Heb. 6. 1, 2
6.1, 2

care (,)f'th§ A:{Ioﬂlf's,:.i‘n the feelking
t(;’](;dquﬁhﬁuﬁ."qf this * Ordinanlc(cf n?h;(: :
SF ﬂ]gibggﬁ;;}xérg;}tﬁuoﬁ the benefit
o the ¥ Vi
':;hxch they knew' belongedo:é rtshfélr;IF b
thiey werethe aalled of che Lord. An
ecaufes the Nacure and ex et of thaxzt
%&cafgoﬁlfl‘l’romt&isa.Weiahry con-’
deration wherenpon to ground: the
By of Prayer with the Impofition
& -} nds, and withontwhich the pra-
¢ would be.very infignificant, I'-

‘2. From the

* S0 1 call it for five Caufes, 1. Becaufe
of Prayer,: the Moral pare. 2. Becaule
of Impofition of Hands the Rirual part.
3. Becaufe of the Promife to which it
refers, as the bleffing fignified by it

‘4« ‘Becaufe iy is ‘placed among the Fun-

damertals of Religion, or called a Prin-
ciple.of the Dod&rine of Chrift. s. Be-
caufe it will bear the denomination of
an Ordinance, as well as/Impofition of

‘Hands on Deacons, or other Officers of

Chrifts Church.

e rpm

all ther fore add fomething, to thew the perpecual Righe of

¢ ba 3o .
h?:(;hgrc.lx;fo 3“ blefied Pr\orr]l)xf,e, even to the end of the

world}




