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Laying onof Hands.

the bufine(s of Baprifm in its In-
& fitution , Subject, Manner, End p
Skt may neither be unneceffary nox unprofita-
ke %0 give you. here fome Account of that of
Ving on of Hands , notonly becaufe it im-~
Viédiately followes that of Baptifins,Heb.6.1,2.
itut 0ore efpeciallysbecaufe for Confirmation,as
hath been called »it hath been nexe after
Ptifim , (o (olemnly afferted , prattifed, and
"orned both iy former and latter times, asaw
"inance of Chrift and Effentially neceflary
urch-Communion.  But what this laying

% of Handy is, and how that of Confirmari=

|12 s founded upon the Word of God, we fhall

tcre_ confider and examine, aud recommend (Q -
i .]udgmcnt of all dilcerning and lmpartul
rz iam-,

A 2 The

Aving given you an Account both_?{'/:; Iniro-
from Scripture and Antiquity of“##e*



4 & Weeatife of Taping on of Lands.

The Me-  The Method I fhall obferve herein , thall

#hod obfer- be, fixft to give you an Account what we find

2 of this Rite in the New Teftament. Secondly,
How afferted and Pratlifed by the Ancients
with the Opinions of the Fathers and Decrees
of Comncils upon it. Thirdly, How Prati-
fed and enjoyned by the Church of Rome.
Fourthly, How by the Church of England.
Fifthly, How afferted by fome of the Preshy-
sevian and Independenms pex{walion.  Sixchly,

And how pra&ifed and enjoyned by feveral
of the Baptifed Churches in this Nation,with y}%l
{fome remarks upon each of them for the bet- g
1. How = ger difcovery of Truth. (&J
{ivi’v” 18 1. How laying onof Hands is#fedin the | 7

fament.  New Teftament.

1. Benedi-  Firlt,in Benediction, Mark 10. 16, He took ',‘#
HFiom. the young Children up in bis Arms, put bis it

Hands wpon them,and bleffed them.
Secondly , In the Cure of Difeafés and

Miyiacu-

INPSa - : . -
g o wmighty work > fave that be laid his Hands

o healing, the fick,Marké.5. Aund be could theve do ﬂ

Hpon a fiw fick fulks and bealed them: And
¢. 16. 17,18.In my Name they [hall caft out De-

wils they fhall fpeak with New ‘I‘unguc';,tbg; fhall W’
tike up Serpents 5 and if they drink, any deadly
thing 5 it fhall not burt thems They fhalllay ?

Hands on the fick_and they [ball recover, Aclts

2S¢ 8. And it came to pafsythat the Father of i
Publius lay fick of a Feaver and of a Bloody a1y
Flusk , to whon Paul entred in and pra_yed, and Wﬂ
laid bis Hands on bim and healed him. .
3. For ex-- Thirdly, For the conferringthe extraordi- ’:Wh‘
;_;ﬂ(v’f;;;f"-mry Gifts of the Spirit. viz.  f

1. Before

L‘szﬁfkrz. ’ ’”‘JJ‘

1. Before Baptifm, Al 9. 17. And Ana- |
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 QA&reatife of taping on of Banos

Mias went bis way and entred into the Houfe,and
Putting bis Hands on bim faid;brother Saul, the
Lord even Jefus that appeared unto thee in the
®ay as thow cameft,hath (ent me that thow might’[t
Teceive thy fight , and be filled with the Holy
3 hoft, and immediatelythere fell from bis eyes as
@ bad been Scales,and be received fight forthwith
and arofe and vas Baptifed.

2. After Baprifm, A&ks 8. 14, 15:, & o frer
“OW when the Apoftles which were at Jerufa- Baptifim.

M, heard that Samaxia had received the 1¥ord
"f Gozl,tbc_‘y fent unto them Petex and John, who
When they were come down, prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Ghoft , for as yet

¢ was faly upon none of them 5 only they were
B“Pfiﬂ’d 1 the Nume of the Lord ]L‘ﬁls-Tbm laid
ey their Hands on thewm , and they received the
Hr)l:y Ghoft.  And when Simon faw that through
laying oy of the Apoftles Hands - the Holy Ghoft
as given,be offered them mony, [aying, give me
@0 this Power that on whomfoever I lay Hands
they may receive the Holy Ghoft,but Peter faid thy

oy perifl with thee , becanfe thou haft thoughe
’&dt the gify of God may be purchafed with mony,

C

Fourthly , Tn Ordination or fettingapar

¢4 Ordind-
tion.

CC, 11z Alls 6+ 6: Whomtb-’:)’f‘:t be- 1. Deacons

e the Apojtles ( viz. the feven Deacons the
Church phad chofen ) and when they bad prayed
and 12id theiy hands on them , and the Word
God encreafed, éree :
Yo Tim. 4. 14. Negledt not the Gift which is
r_bec that was given thee by Propbecy ”"’I{.'b 2
AVHg on of Hands of the Preshytery. 2. Tune
L. 6. Wherefore I put thee in remembirance
A3 that

in

2 E[A[L’l Sa
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3 Me(fen=
gers,

2 How by
the Ancs-
cials,

D/ﬂ-’{j/qlﬁ.

A’ Treatife of faping on of bandg,

that thou (tir up the gift of God which is in thee,
by the putting on of my bands. 1 Tim.s. 22.
Lay bands [uddenly on no Man 5 neither be par-
saker of other mens fins, keep thy Jelf pure.
A&s 13.3. And when they(viz. the Eldersor
Teachers of Autioch | bad Fafted and Prayed,
and laid their bands on them{ viz. Paul and Bar-

_atabas’] they fent them away.

In which Scriptures {peaking of this Rite,
we may take notice of thefe things.

1. Firft, the feveral kinds of it, viz. For -

Benediction , Healing, Ordination, and giving
of the Spirit.

2. Secondly, what called , viz. Laying on
of Hands.

3+ Thirdly;the Subjects,viz. Little Children,
Sick_Perfons, and {uchupon whom the Spirit
had not faln, and Church-Officers.

4. Fourthly, the Adminiffrators, viz. Chrift
Fefus bimfelf any gifted Believer, the Elders,
or Preshyters, The gifted Apoftles.

5. Fifthly,the end, to Blefs little Children,to
give Miraculows healing.  And for Extraor-
dinary gifts of the Spirit to confirm the
Gofpel. ~ And for Ordination of Church-Offi-
cers.

Sccondly , How afferted by the Ancients , and
by the Canons and Decrees of feveral Conncils,

Dionyfius the Areopagite Pauls Convert at
Athens {uppofed to be the firft Writer about
the year 7o. in his Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy cap.
de Bapt. faith, Afier Baptifm let the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation be adjoined with Undiion,

then
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A Zreatile of Taping on of bande. 7
then let she Eucharift, be given ; Contemp. 3.
Serm. 8.
Pope Clement in his fourth Epiftle, faith, P.Clement
Let them be Baptized , and then Configned by the
B’”’?P for the Holy Spirit, for without Confir-
’I’f‘_"_’("l no perfection, Joleph,Vice comes De Bapt.
tibug p- 369. c.18.
aﬁzl%i'in Martyrs Refponfes 137. Queft. fqirfl, Fuftin
r Baptifin we are to anoint with Holy Chry[m Martyr.
Jor Spiritual benefis , Vice com.ch. 28+ p.369.
I Pope Hyginys in his Decree,as faith Gratian p_ piypi-- |
Cb.ij(;')nﬁmd' Cent. 2. Liizeics 5t {aith 5 in Cate= mus.”
Uy Baptifm, and. Confirmasion, let there bea
Goffip if neceffity require. . 1
Pope Calixtyy , ‘Anno. 218. Ordained Con- D Calinte
Mation to be performed with Chrifm, Floxcs o
“mporum confef. Fabo. c. 7.
tbatO};C Urban in, his decretal E,_pitHc gn)t.ﬂﬂ& P. Urban,
At the Sacmr_nmt of Confirmation be zrrm‘u’_dz-
J 8rven after Baptifm, and that all the f;rz{b~‘
Z are to wait for the Spirit by the impofition of
e Hand s of . the Bifbop, Vice €O» C- 38. s 370¢
PPPC‘ Melehiades , or Meltiades abowt 3395 1 5014
Oraaines Impofition' of bands as. neceflary.to .5,
Perted Baprifin. And inchis Univerfal. De~
treral Epijtle, rapfwering the Queftion 5 which
OR802.S Gor iments Baptifm or Confirmation wis
o greater Efficacy and Vertne, Jaithsthey are to
2 Joiied together’y there heing fireh Affinity bes
Pixt them 5 that oneis #notto be done withont
”{9 other's - peither of. thrm being perfedi whones
I€e comes P ' : b
Pope Eufcbins 11 his Decretal I—?P‘m‘: calls . Lufebi-
"ipofition of  hands a Sacrament which W8N o5,
awfulto be adminifbred but byt he 5»_/71(;[/.&/1.1;:,(‘-
A 4‘ Cf)"O




C:V‘M'l.ﬂﬂ.

Ambrofe.

Ferom,

Angnflin.

P. Inno-
€ins,

Sfidere.,

A freatily 'sf Toping on of banvs,
Cent, 4. p. 478. Alfo in his Epifile to the
Bifpop of Tufca , prefers baying on of bands or
Confirmation before Baptifin, Mag. Cen. 4. c.
7. p- 581 -5 B

Cyprian in his 73 Epiftle to - Fubajan faith,
that Buaptifin is confummated by the Sacrament of:
Confirmation. And againin Ep. 72. leve 1.

Perfons are fully fandiified , and may be fons of ‘

God if they be born of both Sacraments , viz,
Baptifm and Confirmation,Vicc. com. p. 370,

Ambrofe after the Font or Baptiim, let there
be perfection or Confirmationsfor [o be calls impofi-
tion of bands, Lib. 2. c. 7 .

Ferom advexs. Lucif. Contending for the Rites
of the Church.faith; And do ot you kpow that
it sthe Cuffom of the Church, that upon the
Raptifed 5 bands fhould be impofed, Mag. Cen.
4. p- 420 34

Angultin s That Impofition of Hundys after
Baptifm 5 was neceffary for the gifts of the Spi-
rite  And that if  Ignorant Infants be brought
to be Baptifed , let them Anfwer for them that
brought them , and being Baptifed let them be
Confirmed and Anvinted with boly Chryfme,and
S5 det them receive the Encharift, Lib. de Ecclefs
Dogm. Vice comics, c. 28. p. 371. ;

Pope Innocent in his firlk Ep. 22. Macedon,
¢. 5, Shews how impious and Sacrilegious it
is to repeat the Baptifm of Infants or Adule,
and how requifice to lay hands on the Bapti-
fed after the Example of Peterand Fobn, Aéts

8. 17. aud Paul 19. 6. Vice comes c. 3.

P 376-
Ifidore {aith, that Impofition of bands did
belorg not o the Bifhops Vicars , but tothe Bi-
Por s Jhops




A Treatife of Japing on of hands. 4

Joops themfelvess And the Reafon be renders is,be-
Caufe that none of the 70Difciples who Reprefent-
ed tbe_ Apoftles , bad power by laying on of bands
Y give the Spirit , Magdeburg., Cent. 6.

P 675.

Haimg upon Hebrews 6. faith, Impofition Hfme:
of -b‘fna': i called Confirmation , which by the
Piritis veceived , and after Baptifm confirms
the Unity of the Church , and that Children #

well a5 Adult were to partake thereof , Mage
Cen.g, 3

Rabanus Maurys Lib.1.Inft.Cler.c.30. faith, Rebanus.
t0at there are two Laying on of hands 5 one by the
Prieft in Baptifin, the other by the Bifbop 21t
Confirmation , as Chrift gave the Spirit by blow=
g upon them befure the Refurreliion and after
“pon the day of Pentecoft,

Canong anp Deceees of
Councils,

In the Council of Laodicea in Phrygia Pa-
Cc:uana; held under P. Sylvefler the ficft of that

ame , Bithop of Rome about 315. It was

creed in the 48 Canon, that the Baptifed onght
Wreceive after Baptifm the moft facred Chryfme,
and be made partakers of the Heavenly Kingdom:
Vice com. p. 37%.

C. Laod.

In the Council of Eliberis in Spains held ¢, z/jge.
395. under Pope Mercellius, It was decreed it yis,
te 38 Camom,  Tha fiech as fayled into firange

; Conntries




A reatife of Taping on of hande.
Countriesy or if a Church be ot near at band, 4
Believer if be bath Baptifm intive viz. B.qui{‘m
and Confirmation, and have not two Wives, may |
Baptife a Catechumen in cafeof neeeffity throngh
ficknefs , but fo that if be Recover , he bring |
him to the Bifhop that be may be perfected by
Impofition of Hands , and Canon 77. If anyf
' Deacon  fhall without a Preshyter Baprife,
the Bifbop ought by bleffing to perfect or Con= £
C. Carth. firm them. kit
In the 4 Conncil of Carthage undex P. Tnno. sgd-
cent the firft, about 418. It was decreed that £
there fhonld be Impofition of hands for the
Abfolving the Pepitent,Vicler. L. 2. de perfecut. :ﬂ”

.Spalen, Vandal.
C.sp The Conncil of Spalenca , ordained that the (}y
Baptifed were to bave bands laid wupon them and f ‘.{{
to be figned with Chrifm, and that the Bifhops W ”
only were to perform it.Magdeb.Cent. 7. p.148, ?#ﬁ
The Council of Bracereis c. 7. Command= [W y
ed that alittle Balfom thould be put into the (ﬁ

C. Brace-

B Confécrated Oyl and that no lefs Reverence §
Lould be paid to this Ceremony 5 than to Baptifin i
ponld be paid y e
it felf. Mag. Cen. 7. p. 148, dwff‘
-l
X The Council of Comftantinople chap. ' 7.
C.Lorz/l.vm L R be admitted to Conﬁrmafion f“:

but thofé thar weve infirutted by Carechifin , and
cone'd [y ihe Creed and Lords Prayer by heart.
Mag. Cen..7.ps 149 ﬂrg;

C.Cabil.  The Councilof Cabillonefis Cap. 6. In the VW’;
time of Pope Eugenins , Deerecd that the Bap- |
tifm of the Adult oould prefemtly o if Infants
after fome years of underftanding; be confirmed §

with




A Treatife of laping on of hande. P 2

i Confignation and Chryfm and that Confir-

Mation fhould mot be veiterated >, Mag, Cen. 8,
P- 350, .

In the

Gallican Council it was decreed,that Gallican;
when the

Bifbop goes bis Canonical Circuit 10
Onfirm > that the Priefts be always ready for h-w
4 tance . 444 that there be Goffips as well in
s as iy Baptifim 5 and that the confirmed have
4ir cut,Mag. Cent, 8.p. 350.

The C

e Trent,
ouncil of Trent about Confirmation C-Tt

I+ That whofoeyer (aid it wasan Tdle Ce-

| r.em””y not a Sacrament properly , orthat it was

Tormerty 4 ed that Children might give an Ac-
) ’J%, 1I{;ir Faith. 2. Thatto aﬁ:rib'e .Verme
0 Chry(in was to wrong the holy Spirit. 3.
T “every fimple Pricft s the ordinary Mzmﬂ;r
" Confirmation and not the Bifbop only.fhould be
deurfed. Ofian. Cent. 16- p. 417+ ‘

By which fayings of the Ancients, Canons,
ad Decrees of Councils, it appﬁéﬂz -theyc?i;lf
Carly (it a foor fomething for an Osdinan :
the Churcy, enjoyned to be Praﬁlﬁiq 2[1,&‘;;
“aptifin, and whercof we give you this bri
ccount from them.

. ichi Name.
Firft,as to the Name by v‘_rhx_ch it wa;bca’llc:l 1 Name. \
vz, Confirmation. 2. Awointing or C ryfm.
3 I’”Poﬁtionff bands. 4. Perfeciion.

1, Con-




12 A Z reatife of laping on of handa.

1, Confirmatian , becaufe both Baptifm
and the Writy of the Church was thereby con-
firmed. 2. Chryfm or anointing, becaufe Oyl o
mingled with Balfom,the thing ufcd herewich
in imitation of the holy Oyl ufed of old. 7]
3. Impofition of handsin allufion to the Apo-
itles practife, A¢. 8. 19. who laid on hands |
for theSpirit { though this conld not properly
be {o called , becaufe it was but croffing the )
Forchead wich the Finger.) 4. Perfeciion, be- |
caufc they efteemed Baptifm imperfect wich- §
qut it , therefore for the firft times they ufed [
to practife it together. ol ‘,i{

1

2 Ground. 2. As to the Grounds upon which it was [
practifed , viz. as an Apoftolical Tradition |
handed to them: from the Aposties times by the ’W
Eminent Doctors of the three firft Centuries, |
upon whofeAuthority it was practifed,till con~ § 7,(
firmed by the Councils before mentioned,viz. P”
Laodicea,Eliberis o 8c. ‘ riﬂ

gManncr, 3. Asto the manner of performing it viz.‘ﬂ
hy Croffing and anointing the . Forchead of the M{
Contixmed  party, with Oyland Chryfin. W(b‘

4 Admin. 4 "As to the Admiuiftrators , viz. only aBi- Wffl
fhop to whom in an efpecial mannex it was én-~ |
tailed , ité being unlawful for any other to do = ¢
it from Peter and Fobus being {ent by the W,,‘
Church of Ferufalem ,toimpole hands which M
Philip did not; do. ~ ﬁﬂ’ y

s Subjedls. 5. As to the Subjedis, viz. All Baptifed Wﬁ
perfons who were cithex Adult,or Infants, im= &
mediately




A yeatife of 1aping on of bands. 13

mediately , or afterwards, Baptifed Infants
at years of difcretion. The Adult were
firk the Catechumens, who = were cither
the Childeen of Heathen ' that inclined to
Chriftianity , or the Children of Chriftians
newly come to the Faith, who to their com-
pleating in Chriftianity , were to take thefc
five fieps , thus known and diftinguifhed.

1. They were to be Catechifed, taught and 1. Adult
inftruted , and then were called the Catechus

meni. 2. Upon their propounding themfelves %

to Baprifm,werc called the Competentes. 3. Be-

- ing admitted to Baptifin , wexe called the Iu-

minali or initiati. 4, After Baptifim being
confirmed , were called the Perfecii. 5. After
Confirmation and recciving the Eucharift ; they
were called the fideles,

1 Infants.

Or, Secondly. Infants who were for the 4, prefently.

5, 6 and 7. Cents the Subjeéts of it, and with
Baptifm , did receive Confirmation and the
Fucharift immediately , and fo efiecmed per-
fedi and compleat Chriltians, then it began to
be deferred for a weck after Bapiifm, the

- Children wearing the Baptifmal white Gar-

mentall the week and upon the 8 d_a.yBaptiﬁn

was perfected by Confirmation, as faith Raban’

Maurns L. Inft. Cler.c. 30:

Or, 3. Such Infants who after they had 2. P_az:rix}s
been Bapifed ,did arrxive to knowledge and dif- %”ﬂ*?i:ﬁy ;2
eretion, and were able to fay the Lords Prayer, i;:e:ilr T ote
10 Commandements, and Creed by h.mrt 5 HAS5fiave.
appears by fome of thofe latter Councils.

And
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And the reafon of the faid Alceration,as faith | p

Vice comes, p. 378. was becaufe about Charles '155 j

the firft’s time , in the 8 Cent. Adult Baptifm, ’ﬁ"b

did very much wear off.  The Pcople for the )

moft part being now Chriftians, their Children W

i
became {o #umerons , that the Bithop found it M’j
too hard a task to perform his part. . i

Therefore they appointed cextain Vifitations, |
clpecially at Eafter and Whitfontide, o confirm KC
thofe in their Dioceffes,that having been Bapti- |
fedin Infancy , were ableto give an Account | g
of their Faith, which.{aith “Vice comes, was .4
Practifed in feveral places in the Latin {0
Church. ‘,ﬂyﬂ‘

6.TheEnd 6. Astotheend of #his Rite , viz. For the ! t
giving of the Spirit, and conferring of Grace, W
to pexfect and confirm imperfect Baptifim , and fo#
therefore efteemed a  Sacrament of greater 'Lb‘qt
force and Vertne than Baptifim it {¢lf;and there~ ;
fore to be done with Oyl, typing, figuring, or

figning the Spirit. /’

7.Cere- 7. As to the Ceremonies 5 they were di-

monies.  vers , wiz. The party to be confirmed was to i
be in white Garments , his head bound up in
Linnen, the hair of the head to be Cuz, and to
have Gaffips to undestake for them.

8.TheOr- 8. As to the Order of Adminiﬁring it, viz. J
der. elpecially after Baptifm ( chough fome of the ;a!"
Catechumens o Tnitation of Ananias his impo- Vlg

fing hands upon  Paul Aék. 9. bad it before. ) |
and then had they an immediate vight given "
then to partake of the Eucharit, without |
which




| Which the
| thereof,

o the B

' oting

A reatife of leping onof pande.
y could not be admitted to partake

x5

22 Asto the Form in which the Bifho
Miniftred it, viz. in thefe words, I Sign
th?e with the Sign of the Crofi,and confirm thee
With the Chryfin of Salvation in the Name of
atber,Son,and boly Spirit.

it?f Ufage of the Thureh

pad- The Form,

ome,
The Church of Rome obferved the very Ci:‘;d‘ of
fame o :

rder and manner with the fame rites and
“remonies to the fame ends and upon the fame
$%nd as an dpoftolical Tradision , which the
Ormer Centuries had done 3. only whereas
there began to be fome {pace betwixt the In-
antys Baptiﬁn » and their Con‘ﬁrmation, that
they for the moft part efpecially in the latter

“turies haye performed them together.

: Cﬁmarenm, Lib. de Sacrament. a great Po- 447
riter (aith,that Thomas Aqninas thought nus.
i Sacrament ought to be given to very
i e Infantg, becauj? they obtain more Graze
e toerefore mope Glory, whish cu/?om,.ﬁ;ith be,
re ave kepe leaning upon the Authority of fo
86at ¢ My, Aq. part 3. Q. 72. Ar. 8.

that i

tb‘D Hoclavins faith in Altar Damafe. Many

R, it 10 be expedient rather in the time of In-
ey becay fe the Infant-Age is not capable of
“Yony wherehy ihe effeit of the Sacrament

may
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OrdoRom,

C. Trent.

Bellar,

A Treatife of laging on of Gauds, )
way be bindred 5 and that the Antient ufe of e’
Church favours that Opinion.

.

In the Ordo Romanis A old Popifty Miffal, ;}‘
it is Recorded.that the Bifbop having féated him-

felf in the Churchythe Arch-Deacon bolding the f

Chryfmithe Prie(t prefents the Baptifed Infants ?A

>

with their Names to the Bifbopwho dipping his |
Finger in the Oyl , and. Croffing every one in the |y
Forebead s faith s I Signe thee with the Sign
of the Crofs, and Confirm thee with the Chryfm ;)
of Salvation in the Name of the Fatber , S
and Spirit 5 and which Rite tbe_}{ [ay i confirmed rof
by the At of the Apoftles and opinion of the Fa- i
thers from the Seriptures , viz. Act. 8. 17,4
A&s 19. 6. and Heb. 6. 2. and cal]edConﬁrmmgﬂ
tionbecanfé the Unity of the Church was confir~ J
med by the Bifbop.as faith Ambrofe upon Heb, 6.
Haimo andAnfel. Foféph Vice comes c. 30.p375-8 (‘
The Council of Trent ;' as before,decreed ,
That whofoever fhould fay that Children fhoildf
firfk give an account of their Faith before Confir-
marion bould be accurfed. ‘b
Bellarmine de Sacrament, L. c. 11.%ith, thap ,¢J
Confirmation confers greater Grace than Baptifm, ﬂ
acither can Baprifm be perfeéted withous it. {
And again Tom. 2. f{aith,Confirmation is to i
confer Grace that maketh acceptable, and tq M
firengthen the foul againft the Affaults of the De~'
vil, and to be enroled thereby the [érvants of ¢
Chrijl-. ' n"
And again in the fame Tom. 2. That it is 1
more perfect than Baptifm it [elf, for whereas.
Baptifinmay be adminifired by Ordinary Priefts g
or Deacons,yea evess women themfelves in cafe o
neceffisy.this is not 10 be performed but by the boly
bands of a Bifkop. Tye

=S
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A Treatie of Loping on of bands.

Lhe Wlage of the Chuch
of England.

17

The Chuyxch of England , though they Chur. of

lop off many of the Ancient and Popifp
Superftitions and Ceremoiies hereins yet do
they reeain the thing, viz. Confirmation after
Eflptiﬁn by a Bifhop only, and the Sgbj_c&s,
Uiz, Baptized Childyen, able to {ay their Cate=
€hifim, according to the Decrees of the Coun-
cil of Comftance , and ‘the Gallican Councils
clove-mentioned.  The whole Rite and Cere-

“Mony therccf, with what appertains thereto,

You have at large in the Ewgl. Liturgys in the
thbticli; the fubftance whercof you may
Pleafe totake as followeth.

| The Crder of Confirmation

or Layingon of Hands upon
Children Baptized, and able
to render an Account of their
Faith according to the Cate-
C’)ifm_

TO the end thar Confirmation may be admi=
! wiftred vothe more edifying of fuch as hall
recerve it (according to St. Paul’s Docirine, who
teacheth that ull ‘things fhould be done in the
Church to 1he Edification of the [ame ) it is
thaughy 8ood that none heveafrer fhatd be confirm-
) B ca’,
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A Treatilz o0 Yaping on of banvs.
ed, but fichas can [ay in their Mother-Tongue
the' drticles of the Fairh, the Lord's Prayer,and
the Ten Commana’mgﬁm
@

t5, and can. “alfo anfwer 1o
Such Queftions of- theSjire \Casechifm as the PBi-
Soop o fuch as he Prall appoint ) fball by bis
difiretion appofe bim s aid “this Qrder is moft
convenient. 10, be obferved, for divers Gonfidera-
11045 5

' hxﬁ, B:’Cﬂllj:’ that when Childrén come to the
years of Difcretion, and bave learned what their
Godfathers and Godmothers //ramijéd Sforthem in
Baptifm, they may. then themfelves, with theip
own mouths and with their owi cun/mt, openly
befure the Churgh, ratifie and confirm the fame,

At

“and alfo promile: that by the Grace of God, they

wi'l evermore endeavorr themfélves faithfully to
obferve and keep fuch things s they by their own
months and Confeffion bave aff nted unto.

Sccondly, Forafmuch as Confirmation is mi-
wuiftred to thewmthat ave baptized, . that by Inpo~
fitronr of bands and” Prayey | they may receive
Strength and & finee “againmt all Lemprations +o
Siny and the Affaults of the Werld and the De.
vily 1t o mSE micet “t0' be mingfived when Chil=
dreit come #h that Ages. that partly by the frailiy
of sheir ownt Flifb, partly by the Affanlts of the
World and the Devil; they begtn 1y be in dangrr
tofull into fandry kinds of . Siy,

Thivdly, Foi that itis agreeable with the U -
ﬁl,f"\ af “ihe Dbureh in tzines pa/} 3 n"bé’rc])_)/ it vwus
ordained thar Gonfiemation: fhoutd be miniiived to
them vhat soéreof fierfelt Ages hat they being
mftruéicd in € brijt's Relagion S flould opmly

profels their awn Feith, and promife tobe b

chedicit 10 the W il of Gud.

The 8




A Zrxeatile of Taping onof Handz.

The ¢ ‘Dz'ﬂet it {elf, chis ol

lownm Prayer b&,m y zali

L Lmighty aud mvrzuﬁb
g (15:33:&, whd Halt
bouchiafzi to vegeiie=
tate thefe thy Secvans by
@matet, and the Loty Gheit,
and halt ool wito mrm
forgtvenels of alltheic ing,
ﬁrength”n them, We beleeh
e, D 3L 020, ith t1s ﬁ}a‘y
@1)0& the @mz*f:ww and
¢| Bauly enceeafe o thon aij‘)"
bl manifoly Gifts of Grare, tiye
il Dpivie of WisHOM 20D nﬁ.u/
Al ﬁmhmmugﬁ, the s::n Nrig of
{ _tmmiei aut ohoftiy ftre: ey,
the Spieit of Broibae and
frue Gophinels,anbit then
Lo, hith the Sy 01 of
l é’ 1331” Fear, Amea:: .
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may continue thinefor ever,

A Zyeatite of laping onof hanvg.

Then thall the Bifhop lay his band upou every. |
Child feverally, faying, ' "

v Cfend, D 7o, this

Chiio with thy Hea= g
beuly Guace , that e

and daily enceeafe mthy Ho- §
Iy Spicit more and moe, g
untd be come into thy ebey= |

latting ZRmgdom, Amen.

Then fhall the: Bifhop fay,

A Lwmighty and evetlalk- @
A ing Gov, Which ma- L
keth us both to Yokl ¢ ﬁp

to 0o thole things that be B
aood & acceptable unto thy. %
MPajelty, We makeour fum= p%&ﬂ

big tupplications uuto thee ﬁ"-"Aﬂ
for thele Childen,  uwpon &
whom, aftce the example of
the Hoty Apoliles, We have
laib our bands, o certifie §,

| thenmy ©
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A Treatile of Laping on of hands.
theny (by this Sign) of thy
Fabour ant Gracious Good-
nefs eowards them, lec thy

Fatherly vano, e belcech
thee, be ober ¢hem, let thy

Doty Spirit cher be WiLH

thon, and {o lead them in
the Knolvledae and obediehice
of thy cwiozd, that in the

o0 they map obtain theedei-
lafting 'i¢s | theough ouc

Lo Folus, Wwho With thee

and e Polp GHoft, liveth

1a veignerh),one God,1OND

Without tnp, Abien.

Yen,

Then the Bithop ﬁuﬂl bleﬁ ‘the Chil

The Blefsing of God Almighty, the
Fazinef, Son and Holy Ghaft, be upm
2o and yemain with you for ever and
©Ver, Amen.

After
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A Treeatife-of -Iaying on of banvs.
Aftcrare added thefe Directions relating to
Conﬁrmatwn, viz.

That the (”m-ate oF every Part/b, or fome
other at bis appointment, fball diligently on Sun-

. days and Holy-days balf an bowr before Evening-
Pr ayer u/wnly in the Chureh, inftruct ayd exa-

mine (o many 'Children’ of bis Parifh fent unto

bimy as the time will ferve, and as be (ball
think convenicit 5 zzv fome part of this Cate-
: c/ﬁzfm :

And 4l F atberx, Mothers,Mafters and Dames. ¥

foall caufe their Children, Servants and Ap-

Cpretices (which bave not learned their Cate- = {
chifm) o cose to: the Church atthetime ap- £y

e ]mnf“."d and, obediantly ts bear gid be ordercd

“by-the (,:wn’ “umtil fuch time- as-they bave < I

: iéi,med all that vs bere zz;»,hovntmr' for them to learm
~and- whe, nfnrwr the ibifopflrall gtw knowledge
for-Children'to be bromht bzfun nm to any con~
venient. place for their C()}lf rmatiopsthen fhall the

Cuirate of every Puarifhy either bring if fend in ok

veviting the Names of all' thofe Fl]tl/]m/ n] his
Parifl nhzclrcm [ay the Avrticles of the [ aith,
“tbe Lord’s Prayers and ive Ten Compmandments s
and_ alfo bow m«z:'_y/tf them .can anfwer. to the
otbtr Cza (f»o;zf ca/,mmm inthis Cuwtfcbl/'ﬂ

And there b zl: noie be admitted o the Hyly

Communizn until fuch time as he can (1y the
Catechifm, and be coufirmed.

Dr,

i
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A Ireattfe of Taping on of band. 23
Dr Cave, in his late Primitive Chriftianity, Dr.Cave-

upon the Subjeé, faith of our Englifs Cons

tll‘l.ll'\[f(_m, That almoft exaltly. according to the

I_Jrunﬁ,:iu:' ufage, 1t (1l retained and pratlifed .

1 our Church. at this,d.ay 5. andshappy were it for

U85 weveds hept inp inits due power andvigonr :

Sure I amicthat-many of our chief ft Breachss and

Controverfies in Religion, do;, if wot wholly, in

@ great meafure, vwe their Birth and le“’_” the

neglect andicontempr of - this . cxcelient Ufage vf.

the Churoh, Pa2ig. , ' ‘
(‘On‘:ﬁr“],y : Whi’{h Rt Gro o251 194 ¢.'dv “1) lbe

Cl e \‘ : : |
rehof England, weoblewue,, o ‘
L The Nume given ity viz. Confirmation. .

2. The Subjeitsy viz. Children Baptized ia
their Infancics, that are taught their Cagér
hifmy and are,able to -y the Creeds Lord's
Prayer, and Ten Commandments.in the Englifh
ongues S T el LA e T o
3+ The Admipiftrators. @ Bifhop only s.and
therefore the Ceremany was (0. vulgarly called
Biﬂ)nrin;:. : v 3
4. The Force and tnanner, as- exprfrd. by
tz?‘t Bithop's putting che hand upon the Head
of sthe Children and faying thar Formrof g
Words direéted. v :
5. The Ends, as declared, vize 1. To coms (
frmEnfants Baptized, -and. the Promife of the
Sutreties made tor them thercin. . 2. To give
thc‘Spirit foy. the encreale of Graces, ‘«.11-’1
rengih againft Temptations., 3. To coufeom
the ity and Onder of the Churchy and oi-
derly to adimiythem thercin.
6+ The Time. when. adwinidtreds betwixe
b g ticir
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A Zreatife of aping on of bands.

their Baptifm and the Supper, afloon as they

can fay their Catechifin.. :

7. The Grounds upon which they afferts
viz. The Ufage of the Ancient Church, De-
crees of Councils, Apoftles Pracétice.

Performed by them with very lictle Reve-
rence Or Caution, either how or upon whom

_they do it, faith Mr. Hanmer and Mrx, Bax~ " |

2er. /
Mr. Haumer, p. 42. Thopgh they deem it
tobe of fome weighs and conféquence, yet as
#fed by them, it is little lefs than ridiculons,a
meer vain and empty Ceremony 5 Or (asthc‘
Saxon-Confeffion texms the Romifh Sacrament of
Confirmation) Tnanis Umbra, an Empty Sha-
dow sand Hommins, a vain Invention of Super=
[Htims nien. : :

Mr. Baxter, In his Book Of Confirmation, .

p:155. faich, To bis knowledge it was done by the
beft of them in a earel:fs budling way,mumbling
ovér  a few formal Prayers wpon perfons that
they knew not whether they were. Chriftians oy
Infidels, or that they did [o much as kpow there
was a God.

¥n the Fifth place, We cometo give you
an Account how this Rite hath'been afferted
and pleaded by {fome, both of the Indepen-
dent and Presbyterian Perfwafion s {o'efpecially
by Mr. Fonathan Hanmer, in his Book called
Confirmation the ancient way of compleating
Church-Members : Written with great applaofe
inthe year 1657. And Mr. Baxter, in con-
firraation thereof; in his Book called Confir-
mation and Reftoration the necefJary means of Re~
: formation

"
- o
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A Treatite of 1aving on of hande.
formation and Reconciliarion: Who do there-
b undertake to prove the mneceffity of Confir-
mation, a laying on of ‘the hands of the Pres-
I’.}'ffry for the confirming and compleating In-
f @ints - Bapiifm, pexfecting, theirChurch: Member-
Jip upon - their Profeffion and Confeffion ot

aith 5 and which they endeavour to make

- #00d by this five-told Argument.

T By Scripture. 2. By the Tcﬂimafuy of
Fabers. 3. By Comncils.” 4. By the Fudg-
Ment ‘and Pratiice of the Waldenfes. 5. By
the Judgment of many of the Reforsized Di-
Viney, !

L " As to Scripture,

"The main Scripture he infifts on to prove

Sl Contismation by (and which asmodett-

{aidy s a probabie ground for the the fame)
S that of Heb. 6.'2. " And Laying on of Hands.
here;as urged, it is made one of the Princi
Ples of the Dittrine of Chri(t, Where,
T+ Tts Place is to be taken notice of 5 being
EXt after Baprifin, and as it were, an Appen-
% thereof, and for the moft part immediate-

kY UHOWing it in fuch Adult as were baptized,

and the nexe Priviledge in the Church as fuch
4 enjoywho were baptizsed in Infancy.
2+ Becaufe 'the beft Interpreters do ufually
underfiapg this of  one‘or more of the three
Pticulars thar Impofition of hauds hatl re-
a I ‘OF the extraordinary Gifes of the Holy
’]‘Oﬁa which was conferr'd ac firlt upon many

Gy Convertg by the laying on of the Apofiles

2. Of

ands," g 8.17, 19+




A Treatifz of Japing on of handg,

2.0f the Officers of the Church who were or-
dained and fet apart anto -their Offices by
Prayer and Impofition of hands. This Pareus
in Feb, 6. 1+ Initiata erar Dolirina de Donis
Spirirnalibus & Minifterio Ecclefie 5 It wasan

Inicial Doctrine concerning Spiritnal Gifts and £

the Mimtiry of the Church, 4mef. in Bellarm,
Enervat. 'By Impofition. of Hands is meant the
whole Miniftry s Per Impofitionem Manunm
Minifterium totum inseliigitr.

3.-Of the Confirmarian of fuch who  had
been baptized, who before the Church made a
Profeffion of Faith, the Adult before Baptifm,
the Baptized Infant before Confirmation.  So
Pifcator , Beza , Rivet 5 Dotlors of - Leyden ,

© dAunfclmy Calviny Hypériusy Ilyricus,- My Dee=

>y Pv_y Tt'-
[Hmony

of Faih.

ring upon the place. . By thefe and other Ex:
pofitors, it is faid, is this place.of Scripture |
viderfiood, in part atlealt, of Tmpofition of |
Haudy in Confirmation 5 which thercfore in
their apprehention, is warranted by ity a5 2 £
Dotivine Fundamentalithat ought to be knovon by Bl
all s and, a thiug: praliifed by, and taking its [l

Rife from the Apoftles. Andibe: sosye

II. That it wasallo as an Apoftolical Pr:lé}‘icc

rectived by the Church in after-Ages, Caffan- fi

der - (that learned -Papift, and {o well vers'd §i2
in the Ancients, even.te Miracle ) tells asiy
Semper in Erclefia veligiofifime obfervatum fuif5 P
f#, To have been always moft religioufly ob~
ferved in' thie Church 5 and thexcfore have you
ap Account thercof from many of the Fathers, B

viz. Dionyf Areopag. Clem. Roman... Fuftin 8

Martyr’s Refponfes, Tertullian, Cyprian, Awm=~ 8
- br’f'je",~




A Teeatife of feping on of hands. 27

l’”’ﬁ’? Ferom , &c. Which being all before
tientioned, we need not repeat.  And,

HI. The Decrees of Gomncils, confirming 3.Dec. of
onfirmation to have been andncient and Ge- Councils.
neral Praflice iu the Churches of Chrifts of
Which two only are mentioned,viz. The Laod.
fforc recited, about the year 300, and thc.
Council ot Eliberis in Spain, in 305. And, ‘

4WVald.

IV. By the Judgment and Practifeof thc‘Pmc'Yir:r.

Waldenfes ; who reccived itas an dpoffolical

Inftitution, as appears by theix Apology and

Confeffion of Faith exhibited to Vladiflaus K.

ofHungdr_y, Anno 1504. witnefing to Infants-

Baptifin, and their Confirmation after, upon

their Perfonal Confeffion’s which he mentions

at larpe out of the fame Apology, ~ Aud,
Vo From the compliance of the {uccceding 5. Refor-

Reformed Churchess amongft whom  themed Ch.

Church of Eseland is mentioned asone, who

took much of the Order of Confirnmation (as

he Gith) from that of the Waldenfes 5 -part

Whercof he repeats 3 .efpecially the, Canclufi-

On, that debars any from the Holy Communios,

that were yor cnn._/i;‘mfd 5. and -adds thereto the

00d wifbes thar Hommias, Calvin, the Leyd.

Profeflors, cie. that 1his Bufinefiof Confirmation

was drained fram A;;ticbriﬂian Mixtures, both

a5 10 Name, Naure, Matsers Forney, Admini-

frator g4 Subject alfos - the Ramith.Church

“Confirming Children an their Tafancics.

In
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a8 A reatite of laping on 6f hands, !
In'whofe Hypothefis we have firft, {lﬂ

f,]
1. The Name they give this Rite 5 namely, WJ#
Confirmation. 2. The Subjeéis, Adult Pcrf{..’
fons, -all baptized' in  Infancy. 3+ The Ad-gﬂ;
minifirators , viz: The Presbytery:Elderthip, [
4. The End , viz. To confirm Baptifm, give m{
the 8Spirit, and orderly to admit into the f
Church, © 5. The Time when to be admini-ﬁg@
tired, viz. Betwixt Baptifm and the Lord’s
Supper, when they give an Account of cheir
Faith , and ' defire 'Church-Communion. ?

6. The Grounds upon which they affere ie; fif
vige 1+ Scriptural 5 cfpecially from Heb. . 2. |
2. The Sayings of  the Aucients, and Decrees
of Comitcils, confirnding it to be an' Apoftolical |
Practice. 7. The Tfigé and Praice of the
Ancient and Modern Churches ; ‘efpecially

- that of the Famouas Waldenfi;. '

===

- 6. The Ufage' of feveral Baj)tizrd Churches L
Lotk in the Nuation. L )
14

zed e i, ;
gl;’:/;ﬁ? Sixthly and lafily, Wecame to give'you an [
Fo.Grife Account how that this ‘Rite of Laying on of'w“
fith. Hands ‘hath been affersed: and pracisfed by fe- f‘
VR dﬂ,vcr.al Baptized Congregations ; who  have by 9
T. Gray- theix Wrirings maincained and defended; Thae filf
tham, ~Laylug on' of Hands wpon all Baprizéd Belie« ’}3
vers, 15.an Ordinance -of Jefus Chiilt, effenti-
ally meceffary to Church:F ethorbip and Comman- [
nion, dnd that noné'are to'be zdmitted’ 16' the ff
Lord’s Supper without it's and which they |
endeavour to make good,: efpecially from Heb

6. 2. Which they conclude tobea Laying on £
of Haads uponall Baptized Belicvers. -
1. Becaufe




A Zreatite of Iaping on of hande.
1. Becaufe it is reckoned amongft the Foun-
zzio;z~Pri;zciple:, Do&rines .and  Oracles of
God.  And, 2. Becaufe they find the. Chureh
of Samaria, A&s 8.17. and the Church of
Ephefin did praéiife accordingly immediatcly
afeer Baptifm 5 which therefore they do con-
clude was both Chriffs Precept and the Pra-
tlice of all the Charches in the Nem Tefta-
. Ment.
Amongft whom tefpe@ing this Practice,
we- obferve, ‘
. X« The Name they give this Rite, iz Lay= pyy0.,
Mg on "f Hands. :
2. 'The Subjecis,viz. All Baptized Believerss Sypiccs.
Menand Women.
3+ The ddminiftrators viz: The Elders©r g4,
reshyters, p
. 4+ The End,fox the promifed Spirit to con~ gy, 7,
firm the Baptized, and orderly to admit into
the Church. 7 L
' §. ‘The Time or Order in which.this is At
Miniftred 5 betwixt Baprifin and the Suppers,
Or prefently after the Baptifin ! '
6+ The principal Ground upon "VthhthY Principal
affert it, viz, The Scriptures elpecially from G0
Heb. 6. 2. Atis'8. 175 39,

Thus have you an - Account of tll]_s Rites py7sevein
ot only from Seriperes 5 but how 'h:u.h g
been omyed and pradiifed fince thc’hrl‘;_nmcs, et

Y feveral forts 3 and who notwithftanding the sgrets
Vatt differences among them in the Ceremonial
Part, yer do all of them harmonionfly agrecin
the following Subjft antials; viz.
" That there is a warrantable ground to Cqu‘}l;
' clude
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A Itéatire of {aping on of bande.

clude that the Hands of the Bifhop, Elder, ox
Presbyter thould be impofed upon every Bapti-
zed Perfon for the receiving of ‘the Spirit, or
Confirmation, and that without it noneought
10 be admirted to the Loxd’s Supper.

It remains therefore in the nexe place, that
we confider the faid Grouwds upon which o
great an Ordinance is enjoined, and which we
tind to be either Tradition or the Scripture.

1. That of Tradition (which is principal-
ly afferted by the firft four ) is made good ei-
ther from the Sayings of the Ancients, and
Decrees of Councils, or the Ufageof thean-
cient Churches.

2. And that of Seripture, which is princi-
pally urged by the two latter, is efpecially
from Heb. 6. 2. compared Aé. 8. 17. & 19.6.
Which we fhall examine diftinéily and apart.

And firft, As to'the Sayings of the Anci-

ents, that are avouched to make this good, we

fhall fixlk confider what they fay about this Rite;
and 2.0Of what Crediz and Authority the faid
Authors are who be produced for the fame.

And fixlt, As to the Rite it {clf, which they
would make us believe to be {o great an Ordi-
nance of Jelus Chrift,we find it to be fo blaf-
phemins and Ridiculons, that the very naming
of the Particulars thereof, may be fificient
1o detect the Folly and Impiery thercot to all
difcéyning Chriftians. Whether refpecting
the Nume, which they call Chryfimy Unétion,
Ferficiion, Confirmativny'of which the Scrip-
ture 190 formuch a (trangers ‘or thic Natare,

s which

-

T
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A'flrentife of fapng onof bandg. =~~~ 3%

which muft be by putting the Sign of che
Crofs with a Bifbop’s greas'd Finger, inthe
Forchead of the Confirmed, with thefe words
of Blafphemy, 1 fign thee with the Sigu of the
Crofsy and with the Chryfm of Salvation, in
the Name of the Father, Son and Spirity the
Party being i a white Garment , his Head,
bound wich Linnen, his Hiir cut, and atren-
ded with Goffips or Suretics. And this is thae ]
which the {cveral fore-cited Popes and Fathers
have reported to be Aptalical 5 and the (eve-
val Conncils have by their Canons and Decrees
determined -and cujoyned ‘as the great Sucra-
ment of (Confirmation, and o tranfeendent al-
{0 to Baptifinit felf 5 and which without di-
fpute (we muft believe) was (o much the ap-
Pointment and praéiice of Chrift and the A4po-

SHes, dnd as yet practifed accordingly by the

e

Church of Reme to this day.
Cunctming which Homumins tellsus, That Hommins
it i not only wikpowit and CoRTverP B0 the Seiip-
tures, bus blafphemons and GuoiatrOus, and tie
vain Tnvention of [uperftitions meis >
And Tilenus,upon thejr lifting icup above T ilenns
Baptifin,and confining it ovly to a b‘{ﬂwl})"f /?Mf?a
{aith,«Thar they make an: Excrenent of  Antis
chrift fo mach more ixcelland than the Sacrament
of Chrijff, by how much they make a lf@ﬂ!"f[: ExS
cel a commaon Pricfts orian grdinary perfin. Syn-
tag: Papr2.c. 58 §. 15. e
&And(Amaﬁnf (aich, The Reafons given by the Amnef.
Papifts for the fame,ave both empty, and inpi:
ous. Bel. Enervar, co4. : 25
And notably Mr. Calvin, In Pref. ante Cate- Calvin.
hifd inter C)Puj::ul. Thas bryond meafure jtf-’»’_','v'
/ DA
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A Wreatife of Japing on of handy.
bave decki this Adulterous Confirmation like an
Harlot, with great [plendor of Ceremonies, and
many pompous Ganderies 5 moreovers while they

will adorn ity they doit with execrable Blafphe~

mies, boafting that it is a' Sacr ament more voor=
thy than Bapiifin, and calling them balf* (hri-
fHians 5 whocver have not been be(mear'd with

their flinking Oyl 5 but in the meanwhile their

whole adlion contains nothing elfe but Fiftrionical
Geftures, or rather wanton Apifb Plays withont
any Art or emulation, &c.

Secondly, From the Authorities themfelves

their An urged in'proot hereof 5 concerning whom,w
thoritiess mway {o well {ay, as isthe Doéirine, {oare the

Dociors, viz. Thofe that are firlt cited to deli-
ver the fame, thevery naming of whom, may
be {uflicient to detect the Cheat, we having
already by fubjtantial evidence proved, thatall
thofe firft-recited Authorities, viz. Dionyf. A-
revpag. Clem. 4. Ep. Fuftin Martyrs Refpon(.
Hyginus’s Decree, and the Decreral Epiftles'of
thofe finft Popes, to havebeen Impious Lies and

Forgeries, things that in after-Ages; by the |
Riflc of the Myjftery of Iniguity, were feigned -

and invented by {ome Mouks and Friers, and
put upon thofe men of Name of the firft
Agcs, the better to countenance thofe Anti-
chriftian Ympiceties that were to be impofed
upon the World , tor Apoftolick s tor by tuch
Lies and Forgeries, did the man of fin alcend
the Throne.  And is there not good ground

think you, to {ufpect the Juftice and Truth |

of that Caufe, that cannot otherwile be de-
fended normaintained, but. by fuborned Wit~

nefles,
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nefles, and Knuights of the Poft 5 for upon o
oetter  Authority, Have they impofed  this
Which they call the Sacred Rite of Confirmati-
oy Infants-Baprifin, Exorcifin, and a bundred
ridiculons Ceremonics more,which they would
perfwade us to believe were Apoftolicalithough
as to this of Confirmation, fome of themfelves
are conltrained to acknowledge, nec ab Apojto- Rivel;
lis, nee & Chrifto fuiffe Inftitutio,ére. Thatit
was neither inflitused by Chrift or his Apoftles,
but by Pope Calixtus, 4yms218. River's Con-
trov. Tom, 2. Yet fo intoxicated with the
Whores Cup wereall thefe Conncils, upon no
better grounds to decree it, and all thefe af-
ter-Doctors, as dmbrofe; Ferom, Anftin,and
Others, toaffert and plead it for an Ordinanee
Of Chrift 5 which was not only {o contrary to
the Scripture, but {o blafphemous and ridicu-
ous, as before, v
And if it had been an 4poftolical Tradition
to pra&ife this, as chie firlt Councils decreed,
and the Fathers dnd others praflifed, viz. for
Mmany hundred years , as a Baptifmal Rite, to
¢ performed at one and the fame time with
Baptiﬁﬁ) whether upon Infants or Adult,and
£ whom alfis as perfect and compleat Chrifti=
aus, they gave the Euchadrilts how camethe
f‘ﬁfT‘Cmmcil: to be (o bold,to alter and change
< 1t from Tufuncy to the Adult ftate, put.ing it
Upon._them only for {o many Agess and the
Fhurch of Rome aftcrwards to alter and change
Cagain, returning it to its firlt practice; lean-
g upon the Palidity of thole firlt Authori-
ties s concerning whom, though it is no woa-
*ex that they fhould hold faft fuch impious
& Fox-




 Objecton
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Forgerics, and have recourfe to fuch lying Fa-
bles, to maintainits yet it is mattes of admi-
ration , to hnd our Proteftant-Writers and
Churches to fly to thefe Authorities, both [’a-
shers and Comncils, to create {ome colourable
pretence for Confirmation ?

But what do you {ay to the Praélice of the
Waldenfian Churchs to whom you have af-
cribed {o much Aighentickiefs ? Who, as you
obferve, were fuch early witncffes fox Truth;
as well as eminent  oppofers of the Romify
Churchinall theix Fopperies 5 who yet, asit
appeareth, have afferted and practifed Contig-
mation, asyon have at large in the forecited
Apolagy to King, Laodiflans, King of Hungary
and Bobemia. :

Towhich I fay, That it is moft manifit;

as I have alréady demonftrated that that Apo-
logy was not from the Waldenfessas the Pream-

“bleit felf declaress but from {ome of thofe Pro-

feffors diftinguiftied by the name Huffites, who
held much with thofe of the Refoxmed Way
in Germany : 2nd not the Taborites ox Walden-
fian Brethren, who alfo inhabited in Bobemia,
and other parts of Germany, Poland, and Hun-
gary.  And that thofe true Waldenfes were of
a quite contrary Opinion, appears. by their

Ancient  Confeflions of Faiths an eminent -

Tutance whereof yow’l find in their Treatife
of . Sacraments, in Paunl Perint, P+ 329, and in

Morland’s Hiftory, ps 175+ In thefe wordss

ViR
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As for the Sacrament of Confirmation,which
we find ot inftituted eitber by Chrift or bis A-
Pofiles 5 for Chrift, the Pattern of all bis Church,
was not confirmed in his Perfon, and be doth not
Yequire that there fhould be any fuch thing in
Baprifin, but only pure Water 5 and that fuch a

acrament 5 not found needful for Salvation s
Whereby God it blafpbemed, and which was in-
toduced by the Devils inftigation, 1o feduce the
People; and to deprive them of the Faith of the

burch, and that by fitch means they might be

raron the more to belicve 1he Ceremonies,and the
ueceffity of Bifhops.

I i'sy a{fo tfc;> l]:e talen notice of, that Fuftin Fuftin
Martyr, i his Apology , giving an Account Mirtyr
Qf the Faith and Praétice ot the Churchesin give na
thofe days to Antonius Pins, takes not the lealt zecount
notice hereof, though he recounts all their in bis 4+
Services and Ceremonies in Worfhip with pology,
great Plainnels. ‘

It is alfo not unworthy our obfervation, Noyaiia
that the Novatians,that worthy famous Church ans.
aud  People, did, as Fofeph Vicecomes tells us,

Oppofc this Bufinefls of Coufirmation in Ceit-
tury 3.Vicecomes, /o 28: pi 372.

And alfo it is manifeft out of Breermood, Nor i#
the cminent Recorder of the Antiquitics of the the Greek
Greek Churches 5 that the Greeks,did impugn Chirches
and reject that of Confirmation. Br. pi 127. out
of Paf. De Rep: Mofch. p- 40: And particu-
lar.ly tells us that the Neftorians idid not pra- Neffori

Heit, p. 124, ouc of Bib. Pate p. 1054« ans:

| That the Abyffines inbabiting Prefter fobn’s Abyffines

Countrey, did not pradife it. Br:p. 167 Ex
Alv, Hift. thiop. co 5¢ ) ,,
&2 v And
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. Mufeov.  And that the Mufcovites omit it, Br. p. 136.
Ex Fo- Metrop- Rufl. in Epift. ad Epifc. Rom.
apud Sigifm. De Reb, Mufc. p. 31.
Cophti And that there is no mention either of the
nor Fa- Cophti in Egyp. o Facobites in Syria, that ever
cobites.  practifed this Rite.
Itis alfo manifeft out of the Confeffions of
Faithof the Belgick Churches, ¢fteeming them-
{elves the trae and immediate Suceeffirs of the
Waldenfes 5 tecorded at large in the Dutch
Martyrol. ox Bloody Theater, printed in 1660.
That chere is no imention of any {uch practice
as Impofition of Hands upon all baptized pex-
fons' amongft them cither formerly or lat-
terly.

3.« The In the next place we fhall confider the Scri-
Seripture pturc-ground that is urged and produced in
Gronnd. proof hereof, efpecially by the two latter 3
which we find to be principally from Heb.5.7.

The Docirine of Baptifin, laying on of Hands,

Me. Han-Y0n ovess 78 xepdw , which Mr. Hanmer
(it acknowledgeth to be the chiefs and (though
as he modeftly exprefleth him(elf) but a proba-

ble ground from the Scripture to found it upony

being there made one of the Principles of the
Docirine of Chrifts and placed sext afier Bap-

tifin, and as it were an Appendix thereof, and

which for the moft part, immediately. followed

" 2tin fuch Adnlt as were baptized, and the nexs
priviledge of the Church (he faith): thas fuck

did exjoy a5 bad been baptized in Infancy 5 " and

that many of the beft Tnterpreters did ufunally un-

derftand this - phace 20 wicain, in part at least, of

Impofition of Hands in Confirmation though he..

doth
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A Zreatife of Japing on of handg. .
dﬂ{b confefs others did alfo take it to mean Impo-
$ition of Hands in Ordination s and others, the
’_‘“’L"’l@ Daocirine of laying on of bands, as expreff
in the Scripture 5 but efpecially leans upon the
Tradition, and the Ufage, and Pradlice of the
Church in all Ages, p. 26, 27:

I. Towhom, and toall of his Perfmwafion,
I.F‘Wa That if their Infants Baptifm be a Nul-
lity, ‘which they pretend hercby cfpecially to
confirm, and is the main defign of his and
Mr. Baxter’s Trecatifes 5 that their practice
hereupon falls to the ground 5 for if theix
Hypothefis be naught and rotten, their Fhefis
cannot be found that is built upon it : but that
1tis 0, the foregoing Treatife of that Subjcct
doth amply difcover ; ‘proving with great
ClC:lme&, that it was an Iwvention and Inftiti-
tion of man, yea, of the manof Sins calcula-
ted on purpofe to out Chrift’s Baptifn, and to
dehle his Churchs and this appearingto. be
of the fame Picce, contrived and ordered by
the fame Heads and Hands, it is meet, that
31‘3 they have lived, fo they fhould di¢ toges
ther, : ; A
_And (econdly, We may conclude rational-
ty, If Infants were capable 'of Baptifin, they
Wwere as capable at the {ame time, of laying on
OF hands ( as firft inflituted and practifed’)
and of the Supper al{o, as Auftin and others
tell us they had ‘them all together, and not
firlk baptize' them, and then many years aftex
(and no body knows how and when) confirm
them; forif onebe a Foundation or begin-
ning Doctrine, ‘as the other, they have dong
bett and moft according to Rule and Reafon,’
b g ; O s * that!

37
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that ‘have practifed it immediately, and not
deferr’d 1t.

And thirdly, Since the Scriptare 1s, ascos-
fefi’d, but a probable ground , and that of
Tradition, Antiguity , and conftant Ufage of
the Church, the more certain 5 the latter ap-
pearing {0 invalid upon all the foregoing Con=
fiderations, that faint infinuation from that
Scripture , cannot be a ground fufficient to
build that Practice npon.

. And to which laftly, we will add Mr. Bax-
2er°s Sober Cautions, enough to fhake the con-
fidence of any that have no better Ground for
the Pra&ice 5 as we find them in p. 127, 128,
120. of ‘his Genfirmation : Where , after he
had with all his might endeavourcd to cftablifh
it both from Scripture and Antiquity, doth,
accordinig to his- wonted manuer, in a few
Lines unfay more than he had faid in all the
yelt, viz. R

M. Baxts 1. That we dp not find that God inftituted this

Sober  Sign asa Matter of meceffity, [tall without in-

Cautions terruprion to be ufeds but only that by boly men

it wus applicd a5 a convenient Sigi or Geflure to

the works inwhich they ufed it 5 cven us lifting

up of haitds in Prayer, wis ordinarily ufed # a.

fit Gefture, ‘ot wilfully to be neglecied without

canfe, andyet not of flat neceffity 5 or a8 Kneel~
ang in Prayer, ¥ ordinarily meet, but not always
weceffary 5 we. find no more Scripture for the one
or. for the other : which fhews bow little Rea-
forn there is to make it matter of Neceffity.  The

Ancient Church alfo ufed it fo varionfly, a5 thas

it is plain ghey fixed it 20 no one Cafe alone s of

o

the divers Cafes in which they impofed hands on
' ; _ o ... 4be




A Zyeatile of Taping on of Handg.

the' Catechumens, and four times on the Péni-
tents and  diver's others, ws faith he, you may
Jee in Albafpinzuss Obfervat. p. 31,32,
2. We ind that Kneeling in Prayer; and lifi~
ing up of hands , were often omitteds fo wefind
that fometimes the Holy Ghoft is given before
Baptifm or Impofition of Hands, Aéts 10. Aud
we. find not that the Apoftles ufcd it at ally
Viz. for Confirmation 3 though I confefs the Ne=
Sarive Arguing is infirms yer it feems o
Probable shat this was always done.

3. It was fomewhat [ufpicions to find in
- Juttin Martyrs Defeription. of the Chriftian

Chirches pradtices, no mention of this, nor any
Sacramens but Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper,
Hor any of the Roman Cercinonies y and Irenzus
and. fome others alfo ave filent in it too.

4. God maketh no Ceremonics wnier the Go-
Jpel neceffary ' except the two Sacramentss
nordayeth fo greata fbrefs on them us wider the
Lawy ayd therefore we are nbr to interpret the
Gofpel as laying mens Salvation; or the Péate of
the Churcly on any Ceremonies, unléfs we find i¢
c‘l&zrly f’x[)rtfl}7d. , ;

S For all that T have faid from Scripture

or boapofition of Hlands in Confirmation ( thangh.
the Lawfulnefs of it is proved past Doubt). yet
the  proof of the Duiy of afing it ¥ li-
able 1, fo many Objeéiz'u)m as that Tmnft needs
Confefs that the Gofpel tendernefis and ihe feufe

o our mutual Infirmities, and oir care of tendes

Confciences, and of the Churches Peace, fould,

*eftrain all the Sous of Piety and Peace from ma=
Ring it a matter of flat neceffity; and forcing
‘fléjm that fernple 1o fubmit 1o it.

T
T

Csdiiss We
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Wecome in the next place to confider the
Scripture-Grounds upon which the Baptift;
have affexted this Rite, and founded this Pra.
étice ok impofing hands upon all Baptized Be-
lieverss and (o effentially neceffary-to Church-
Communion, and which, as before, you find
to be clpecially held “forth from: Hep. 6. 12,
Though atfirmed not  with that Sobriety and
Modefty as the other from Probabiliry, bt ya-
ther Infallibilitys and therefore impofe it ge-
cordingly, denying Fellowfhip to any that do
not {o reccive it 5 and as fome have in Pring
afferted, -as neither being Babes in Chrifty nog
having Commurion with God 5 as Mr. Griffth
in his Book hath it, call’d God’s Oracle; p. 87.
And thereafon of this their great Confidence
from this Text, is, as you have heard, two-
fuold s tixtt, Becaufe Laying on of hands is rec-
koned amongt the beginning-Teachings. And
{econdly ,' Becaufe they find i, as they fay,
pradiifed accordingly, Ads 8. v7. Aéts 19: 64

To the Trial and Examination thereof, we
thall thercfore apply our felves, and fec whew
ther thele have difcovered a bettey Bafis ta

found this Practice upon, thap thofe " that

have gone before.. -

And in order thercto, we fhall in the firly
place lay down thefe two following Principles.,
to fully owned by themfelves, as a Line o
garry us through the Work, iz,

X« That to every Ordinasce of. Chrift. there
auf be fome plain pofirive word of Inftitution
o confifm ita  And neither Humane Traditioq,
, PN S ey nog
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nor far-fetcht Confequence and Inference,fiich
as the many Volumies that -have been written
from Circumcifion and Federal Holinefs to af>
fere Infants-Baptifim to be an Ordinance of
Chrift, which no ordinary capacity can reach,
and only men of Parts and Abilities can trace
and follow in theix Meanders.

2. That to praklife any thing in the worfhip of
God for an Ordinance of bis, withous an Inftire-
ton s i Will-Worfhip and Superftition. Bt
how their  Affertions will comport with thefe

honeft Proteftant Principles, we fhall prefently
e '

The great Text urged for the Tnftitution of
this Ordinande, is, Heb. 6.1,2. Therefore lea-
ving the Principles of the Dottrine of Chrift, ke
“5 go on to perfettion, not laying again the foun-
datioy of Repentance from Dead Workss and of
Faith towards God 5 of the Dodirine of Bap-
2ifm; and of laying on of hands, and of Refur-
rection of the Deady, and of Ererial Frudg-

mf’iﬁ. i ¢

This is the Tex¢ which is affivmed to be the Granth.

BrCat Charter of the Church for this Point of
Yaith and Pradtice 5 but how to find the leaft
Warranty for the fame therein, ‘we fec not. 1f
W wasindeed faid, Let all baptized Believers

ave hands laid upon thems with asmuch
Plainnefs, as Let all Believers be baptized, Mat-
28. 29! Aty 10 48. Or; Let all Baptized
Belieyers eat the Lord’s Supper, 1 Cor. 11+ 24.

Ads 241,42, It was fomething to the pur-
pale, : b 4

But
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Butis it not reckoned amongft the Princi-

ples , Foundation, Doérine and Oracles of
God ? k! Shes

It is very true, the Dodirine of Laying on
of hands is here reckoned amongft the Princi-
ples of the Doétrine of Chrift |_Eor his begin-
ning-teachings ] 5 but then it muft be fuppofed
to be fuch a laying on of ‘hands as was fome-
where tanght and pradiifed. But fucha laying,
on of hands upon all Baptized Belicvers, we
find no where taught or Praéiifed.Jefus Chrift
our great Example (as the Waldenfes fo well
obferve) had no hands laid upon him by Foby
Baptiftafter he baptized him s neither did he
lay hands upon all his Difeiples before they
broke Bread s meither did he, give one word of
ir.in his Commiflion upon his dfcenfion s nor
do we read that this' Church of- the Hebrews
practifed any fuch thing s for there is no meii-
tion that the 120 bad bands {o1aid upon them;
nor the 3000in Chap. 2. or 5000 in Chap. 4.
after their Baptifin, before they broke Bread :
Neither do we find the leaft of it in any other
of the Churches in the New Teftament; nej-
ther in Samaria, by Philip, after he baptized
them, nor Corinth, Philippi, Colof;, ThefJalo~
nica, Rome, the Churches of Galatia, Churches
in Afia, Smirnay Thyatiray Pergamus, Sardis,
Philadelphias no, nor in Epbefus: It is true,
Paxnl laid hands upon twelve of their number,
upon anotheroccafion, as Peterand Fobn did
in. Samaria 5 whereof you have an Account
hercafeer 5 mor in the Churches in Syriay An-
tioch, Lyftra, Derbey 8¢, - :

Bug
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Bat why thould ldying on of handsbe rec- 0. 2.

Koned amongft the Beginning-Prificipl's, and
called the Doérine of Laying on of hands, if
it was not to be practifed by all? for none
doubts but laying on of bands was a Pradtice,
and this Pratice was to be taught to all Bapti=
zed Believers yea, the Babes in Chrift 5 and
therefore muft it needs be praétifed by all.

_This, it istrue, has gone for the Tnftitntion gyf,

dnd great Ground tpon which it hath been #r-
ged and impofed s but how much of Fallacy
and Falfbood is in'this Argument, you will ea-
fily diféern , as though no aét doric upon, or
Praitice done by others, might be matter of
Docirine or reachiig to us, without being en=
gaged inour own perfons to do the famme: werg
not all the Miracles that Chrift and his Apo=
ftles did, matter, of Doétrine, and much E-
dification and Tuftruction from them, and yet
10t for our imitation and practice

But this inh the Text refpects fome of 0bj. 3+

Chrift’s beginning-teachings s his firlt words,
that is, Milk for Babes, and can you tell us
of any but fuch asis proper forall baptized
Babes, or new-baptized Believers ?

Yes no doubt 5 for what fay ‘youto thofe Anfw.

words of Chrift in the Commiffion it {elf,which
you cannot deny to be beginning-words ¢ Mar.
I6. Whereitis exprefly faid, That the Waye
ti3e0 (Dall in His Nume caft ont Devild, fpeak,
with wew Tongues, take up Serpentss drink,
20Uony and wnor burt them 5 and alfo ﬂm;f lg

Fou : ands
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hands on the fick , andthey fhall recover. And
fo did the baptized Believers accordingly in
thofe days, going omt apd preaching, the Lord
working with them, and confirming the Weord
with Signs following : Butis this the ftanding
Ordinance to all baptized Believers to the
world’send ?  This was indeed that laying on
of hands propexly called Confirmarion; whereas
aftexwards a laying on of hands of another
nature, was: {0 scalled , and introduced 5 (o
that here you have then a laying on of hands
amongft Chrilt’s firlt Teachings for Tongues,
Healing and Miracles neceffary and profitable to
be taught to all, even the - meane/t Babes, for
Confirmations as Heb. 2. 3, 4. 1 Cor. 14+ 22.
Aiis 8:8. Mark 16. 20. Which yet T prefume
none will fay that every Believer ought to pra-

ctife.

Secondly, It cvery one of thefe Principles in
Heb 6.axc {0 abfolutely to be taken in by Babes,
and without which,we are not to efteem them
communicable; what -do you fay tothe Do-
¢rine of Baptifms inthe Text, one of the
Principles and Foundations of the Gofpel ? it
isnct faid the Doctrine of Baptifm. Muft
all be baptized with the Baptifin jof the Spirit
and of Suffering alfo, ormnotto be received
into Communion ?

And Thirdly, As to Laying on of Hands
mentioned amongft thefe Principles in the
Text, as itmay relpe@ the Laying on of hands
upon the Miniffry, for their folemn Trvefti-
ture into their Office, whether Degcons, A&ts 6.

Elders,
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Elders, 1 Tim. 1. 14. or Meffengers, 'A&s 14
(whereby. they are {et apart to #ranfaétin the
whole Order, and in all the Ordinances of
God’s Houfe 5 and whexein every particular
Member comes to bz concerned, not only rc-

{pecting the Adminiftrations performed by
them, but the reciprocal Duty incumbent upon

‘cach of them towards thofe their Qverfeers o

(et over them.) It becomes neceffary therefore
to be taught, known, and underftosd by all,
and that in the beginning~Teachings, though
all and every Membér are not concersed In
the Perfonal Praciice thercofs for allare not
Prophets, Apoftles, Teachers. And itis moft
remarkable, that the Doéirine or Teaching of
laying on of hands, is all that is mentioned
n this Scriptures all baptized Believers
ouft be taught it, that’s plain 5 but that they
arc obliged therefore to pradtife it, is not
here or elfewhere to be found.

~ But-what do you fay to Aés 8.17.& 19.6. 0bj.-4s
Are there not two exprefls Frefidents fot fuch

a laying on of Hands immediately after Bap-

tifm, as we infer from hence, concluding that

thefe: two Texts aforefaid, give fufficient
Warranty {o to determine ?

It is true, this hath been {o received and Anfw.
#rged by thofe that o practife 5 but how mwar-~
rantably, we thall farther examine. We read
indeed of laying on of hands for the giving of
the Spirit in three places; one whereof,és 9.

17. was before Baptifm 5 and thefe two men-
tioned; after 5 (o that there is no pofitive Con-

: clufion
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clufion to be fetcht from the Prefidents, whe-
ther betore “or after 5 as it was in the mattey
of Healing, which was given fometimes by
laying on of hands, fometimes by mords of
Faith fpoken to the Sick, fometimes by Pray-
er, fometimes by fénding Handkerchicfs fome-
times by their very Shadowss {0 alfo was the
Spirit given fometimes by laying on of bands,
fomctimes by Prayer, fometimes by Preaching
or Prophecying, {ometimes before, fometimes
after Baptifm.

But concerning thefe two Scriptures {o
much infifted upon, and impofed to be the Pre-
fident and Patcern for all Churches, and for
every Member in the Church, let us put them
to trial.

As to that of Samaria, it isfaid, that {e-
veral being converted in that City, and bapti-
zed by Philip, who wrouglit many Miracles,
and continued {ome.time with them, as . 13
yet did he not impofe hands upon any of them
that we read of. . The Church of Ferufalem
bearing that Samaria bad received the Word of
God, and that tbe Spirit was fallen upon none
of them(viz.in a vifible manner which was the
proper phrafe attributed to thoft extraordi=

- nary meafures of the Spirit {o frequently given

to the Saints in thofe dayss as, Att.10.44.11:15,
16,17. Which fometimes did fall upon them be-
fore Bapiifim,as Aéts 10. and fometimes after,as
A5 2,1.4.31.without lzying on of hands) did
thercfore fend Peter and Fobn, who it feems,
were extraordinarily gifted by God 5 fo-that

on
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on whomf{oever they prayed and laid hands, the
Spirit was vifibly, extraordinarily and immedi-
ately given 5 aszer. 18, As healing to the fick,
by thofe that had that Gift #lf given by God,
(from whom every good Gift came) and who
accordingly, tis {aid, laid their hands upon
them,: 5 but how many of them *tis not faid ;
furely not upon all; for Simon by his pro-
Phane Offer; difcovered he had ncither received
the wifdom nor Grace thereof, and had neither
Lot ox'part thexein, though baptized 5 and fo
’tis aid they received the Spiritin fuch a man-
fier that ic was ifible to the Spectators,

And as to that of Ephefiss; Acts 19. 6. Paul
it feems, finding fome of the Church there,
that had not received the Spirit after they had
believed and were baptized, viz. in that vifible
manner {0 ufually given in thofe days, layes
his hands upon twelve men of their number 3
(it is not {aid all the Church) who thereupon,
did immediately veccive the Spirit, in {ucha
degree, that it was demonfirated by fpeak=
Ing with Tongues and Prophecying,

So.that in neither of thefe two places (o
much urged forthe Explanation of Heb. 6. 2.
And to be a Prefident and Raule for us, to the
end of the world) can we find that there was
2. laying on of hands immediately aftex Bap-

. #ifm, nor with any cartainty upon all and eve-

Ty Member of the Church, nor to fuch an
énd as can be attainable in aftex-times.

‘And

4y
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And as to that of 2 Tim. 1. 6. Wherein
Paul exhorts Timothy to ftix 'up the Gift thae
was in him by putting on of his hands, affert-
ed tobe alaying on of hands of this kind, as
urged, not Ordination s is,

Firft, a begging, not proving the Queftion.

. Secondly, Tt is manifeft that Timorhy had
the hands of the Presbytery laid on Him,which
none doubts to be Ordination s dnd.that Pawl
and Baruabas wexe the Preshyters that did or-
dain in thofe Churches of Afia, is very mani-
feft, Aty 14. 23. Wherein by God’s Bleffing
upon his Ordinance, there wasa Gift received,

and to be ftirred up 5 and thercfore in {aying , ¥

Stir up the Gift that wasin him by putting on
of his hands, and negleét not the Gift that
was in him,which was given by the laying on
of the hands of the Presbytery, whercof Paul
was onc, feemns to megn one and the fame
thing, and not two things, as urged 3 and

to be no other than thofe ordinary Minifterial
Attainments, which by givingattendance ts  J#

Reading , ‘Meditation , Prayer , Exhortation
and Doéfrine, was to be encreafed and ftic-
red up.

Therefore firice not the leaft Syllable of In-

[titution, neither Precept nor Prefident can be

found out for {uch a Pralice, may we not
fuily concludein the words of our Agreement,
that for any to pradtife any thing inthe Word
of God without an Inftitution from the Wird of
Gods. it Will-worfbip and Super ftitione

But
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intended in'the Text, what isit ? If we have
mis’d the fence and {cope of the Apoftle,pray
you giveus a bettet, orlec onrs ftand,

| Suppofe we are not able to tell you, nor Anfiw.

to be pofitive 6t peremptory in the Cafe, ma-=
1y’ things being hard and difficult tobe un<
derfiood, which fome that ate’ ignorant wreft,
&-c. would our Ignorance warrant you, to
et up your Inferences and Conclufions, as0-
¢acles and Ordinances, without any Evidence
or Authority from ‘the Word, and be thereby
‘onfirmed in your confident Affcxtions? It
ay be enough'to! have evinced to you, that

* Yours is not,cannot be thatOrdisanze of Chrift,

that Principle and Foundation-Dogrizne, fo
Confidently aflerted by you. " Yet not to leave
Youin the Dark, take here myapprehenfion
of this Text, and wheteinI am perfwaded T
have the mind of Chrift, ziz- :

The Apofile, the better to gain their dttens Fop, 6.
Hon to the preat Dorine of the High Pricffs 12, o-
bood, ‘tells thetn in the foregoing Chapter; by pened,
way of reproof, how dull of bearing they .

had been in times paft, how lictle they had im-
proved Time or Talent, what litdle progrefs
they had made in Ghriftianity, and what Babes
they yee were therein, and who, inflead of
bearing frong meat in Doétrine he was dcli-
vering to them, they ftoed in more u_ccd. of
Milk yand to be taught again thole beginning-
words of God, whercin in their firlt planting
they had been inftrudted s which notw;chﬁar_ld—

D ing
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A Teeatife of laping onof biuvs.

ing for the prefent he would forbear to prefs
- upon them, but go forwatd in his Defign.;

1 v e e B9 A 1
Not laying again the Foundation of Repen-
¢ance and Faith, the Doctrine of Baptifmes,

+Liaying on of Hands, Refurveiion) and Fudg<

hich are all the: Principles that are
annierated > which fomeicall five, {ome
fix, -and fome {cvens though asto the num-
: t be taken for all thebegin-
I conceive, we mult either

sand’ feveral of the Inftitutions ,-fuch (as  the
Lord’s: Supper, which T prefime will go for
Abeinming: teaching as well as.Baptifm. |

Therefore we muft {uppofec that Repentance
and Faith muft compichend alls ‘both.the Ne~
garive and Pofitive part of, Holine(s5 thofe of
Baptifmes and Laying on ot Hands, the Infti-
tutions, Priviledges and Order in the Church

1 of Gods R.(]u'rrfé?ianand 7m{gnmt,the whole
" ot ‘our Hppe jand Happinefs for the time. to

cone s and particularly that Deélrive of lay-
ing on of hands, to contain not only thofe
laying on of; hauds by which the miraculous
Healings and (piritual Gifts were attained fox
confirmation-of the Gofpel;, but:thofe laying
on of. hands for-the invefliture of the Church-
Officers, who were to tranfaék the whole order
of God’s Houfe, fox the edification of each
Member, and therefore neceffary to be tanght
to every ofie.. And this is that, which amongft
the reft they had need to be taught, and might

have
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have been teachers of themfelves's ziz, what
was theend, ufe, blefling and benefit of fuch
a Rite i the feveral Misniftrations thercof; but
no ground in the leaft’ to confirm it 'to’- one
particu]at, much lefs t0 fuch an one of which
10 Syllable cither heres or in the whole  Book
of God. ' :

But why would youinfer, that we by the
Dorine of Laying onof  hands, may take
in all the Laying on of hands (poken oftwhen=
as it is faid laying on' of hands in the Singu-
ar, and noflayings 6i'6f hands in che Plu-
ral Namber's cherefore miaft refpect culy one
{ort of laying on of hands.

0. 6.

Which is a meer Criticifin,and has nothing
Truth'inl it the Doctrine of laying on of Chi
1nds is as'much Plural, ‘and may refpect the
teaching of all forts, of laying on of hands,

as the Do&rine of “Baptifmes refpects all (ores :

of Baptifmey. : :

of

But why' thould driy ‘be ‘offesded that we
; MR S o 2 Ol
Pray fOr'a* Blefling upon ‘out  Brethren or §i+ 0% 7.
Sers after cheiy Biptifm, or upon their admif-
ion inco the Church, whereby the whole may
alotake the better notice for whom we pray?

To ‘which I anfwer, that we are not of-
fended at a'practice of that kind, be it lifting 1feon
#p.Ov laying op of bhands, pyovided it benot
urged asa thing of abfolute neceffitys while
the Bifhops of old wfed many Ceremonies, peo=
Ple-were not (o much concerned s but wheu
they would impife them as neceflary, and Tnflis

D2 tutions
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o Treatile of Taping on of Pandse
sutions of Chrifts that broke the Peace, and
occafioned much mifchiefs fo to all fuch lay-

ing on of hands , a .beginning-Dotlrine , ox
Oracle of God, a Foundation of Chriftian Re-
Jigions to which every Member and Difciple
of Chrift ought to fubmit, upon penalty of
Non-Communion for the negle¢ting or re~
je&ting 2 F oundation-Frinciple , though no
rd of Infituizon, Command , Precept,
or Example for the fame and that under pre-
tence of receiving more of that Spirit of Chrift
thereby, which is a Spixit of Leve, Meeknefs,
Humility , Tendernefs.  Peaces Edjfication s
there appears to be more of that othex Spirit
of uncharitable judging , rending tearing,
and dividing the Body of Chrift 5. and for al=
fexting for Doéirine: and: Praéiice the,Guftoris,
Commandments and - Traditions of men 5 it is
for thefe things our Offence lics, as, {0 well
founded upon Desnt. 4. 2. & 12.32¢ Rev. 22,
18. Prov. 30.6- i

‘There are two Objeckions more that. T have
latcly met with, that I think very ncceflary to
give {ome Anfwer o5 the oné is this, viz.

0bj, 8. ‘That as tg the, Point of Antiquity,
though (Ctis granted) the ducients and their
Follners cver fince, have fo much exred, not
only in the Subjett, but divers Circumftances
about this Rite of Impofition of handss yet
snafimuch as there hath been all along fuch a
Witnefs boru to the thing it felfsit makes much
for its Apoftolicalnsfs, and confirms our Pra-
itiee therein.

Anfws
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Anfwit. To which,Ifay, That it doth not¢ ap-
Pear that (uch a #itnefs hath been born a2/ 4-
long theseto ; for as Mr.Baxter {0 ingenaoufly
acknowledgeth, that Fuftin Martyr, Ireneus,
and others i thofé times are as filent about it,as
theScripture is chat any of thedpo/tles did ever
o practift it in the fictt times; thofe duthari-
ties that are pretended to affert the fame in the
fixlt Centuries, having been proved to be fo

Spurions and [oppofititions.

Anfww. 2. But Secondly, 1f the Pra@ice of it
fhould be granted to be asunciem as the keep-
Ing of ‘Eafter and Lent, Diocefan Bifhops, and
Patriarchs, and many- other things that have

cen o generally received and pradiifed, itno
ore proves it thicrefore to be Apoftolical than
cach of them 5 Fora pretence to ducient Pre-
cription , without a Word of God to war-
rant it, can never Juwltifie the Divine Authority
of any Pra&ice.

Obj. 9. The other is this, ziz. That as to
pofitive Scripture-Inftitution, {o much called
Forto juftific our practice of laying onof hands
Ypon all the Baptized, from Precept ox Exam-
Pley it is not only unreafinable, but dangerous,
45 10 many Traths,to be demanded(as hath in
Exprefs words been lately told me ) for where
1 the plain word cither for Women's recciving
the Loy, Supper, or to lay on hands upon

CEry ¢ ‘ y 4

In anfwey whereto, I muft needs fay Iam
much grieved and. aftonifhed at {uch prevari-
2 D3 cation 3
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cation 3> and than which, what can more be-
tray the Truth and Juftice of your Caufe ?
for do not your owi’ Anfwers to {uch like In-
ffances, {0 ufually breught by the P gdobaptifts,
{ufficiently confute you 2 And do you not knorp
¢hat if we had not plain and pofitive Scripture
for both, that we would not pradiife either ?
¥or is not 1 Cor.11.28. compared with 1 Tim,
2. 4,5. & Gal. 3.28: 2 {ufficient Precept for
Womens Receiving ¢. And Aés 1. 14. with
Chap- 2+ 425 44 {ubftantial evidence for the
Pradtice thercof? - Aund as for 'laying on of
hands upon Officers;y is not L 1im- 5. 22. a
full Precept? And 4és 6. 60 & 13:3: & 14.

23+ 1 Tim- 4. 14+ as. clear Préfidents tor the
fame ? And may we not warrantably fay,
Let there be but as good ctipture- Authority
produced for laying onof Hands upon all Bap-
Believers before they are permitied o
e of the Lords Suppers and it fhall {uf-
fice?  But to fet up a Practice in God’s Wor-
fhip, without a warranty from his Word by
{fome plain poﬁtive Rule and Direéiion/the thing
pleadcd for by yeu) is no lefs (in my Judg:
ment) than to give comntenance to all the An-
tichriftian Inmovations, to let go at once the
ftrongeft Hold of Proteftantilm, reproach the
Wifdom of Chrilt, and flight the Authority of
the Holy Scriptures, as though we had not a
Cufficient direcion therein in all parts of God’s

tized
pa rtak

. Worfhip.

And therefore to all thofe worthy Sayings
to this purpofe, of thofe Eminent men menti-
oned in the Treatife of Bapt. p. 93- 1 fhalladd
that moft remarkable Expreffion of Dr. Owen 3

: : which
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which you’l find in his Commaunion with God,p. D.Owen.

17 1. iz, This then they who hold Communion
with Chrift, are careful of, they will admit of
uothing, pratlife noshing inthe Worfbip of God,
Private or publick , but what they bave bis war-
rant for 5 for unlefs it comes in bis Name, with
Thus faith the Lord Jefus, they will not bear
an Angel from Heaven > they know the Apofiles
themfelves were 10 teach the Saints only what
Chrift commanded them, Mat. 28.20.

By which found and wholefom Rule well
obfesved, we are delivered from all Humane
Inventions and Traditionss and by which
Confirmation , Infants-Baptifm, Lent, Eafter,
&c. and a hundred more of like import, arc
turned out of doors, as accufing Chrift of un-
faithfulne(s, and the Scripture of infufficien-
cy.
And to which purpofe, - G. himfelf hath
{o very well urged lately to Dr. Stillingfleet,
about Tyfans-Baptifm, from Dr. Fulk, out of

Irenans s viz. When the Hereticks are reproved Ireneus

out of Scripture, they fall to accufing the Scrip-
tures, g5 if allis wot well in them, and that the
Truth cannor be found out of them that Rnow
not Tradition : And therefore that Tertallian
Jaith, Tahe away thefe things from the Hereticks,
(which they hold with the Ethnicks) that they
may ftay their Queftions upon the Scripture only.

The
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e The C OﬂClﬂ/fOﬁ; |

Hus you have had a candid Account of
I the Rife, Growth and Progref; of 'this
Rite of Confirmation ox Laying on of Hindy,
from the beginningto this day (amongft all
Perfwafions that havc owned it) with the 4.
thorities upon which it hath been founded and
impufed 5 together with -a genuine Examinati-
on.of the Grounds and Reafons cach Party have
given tofjuftifie the fame. And may we not
upors the whole, fairly come to the following
Conclufions ? ziz.

1. That there doth not appear to be the
Jcalk Seripture- Precept ox Practice tox any fuch
Ordinance of Confirmation, or an Impofing of
Hands upon all the Baptized before they breal;
Bread, or are admitted into Church-Conpm~
710k, .

2. That the Inftances produced to prove it
an Apoftolical Tradition, are impious Lies and
Eorgeries.

3. That the Authorities by which it hath
been heretofore enjoyned, were nothing but
Antichriftian Canons and Decreey.

4~ That the moft eminent Witneffes and € 018~
feffors that oppofed the Antihriftian Ufurpa~
#ions and Innovations, have all along witne(-
{ed againft and impugned this of Confirmation,

21z, The Novatians, Danatifls, IV.zldcnﬁ.r,Greek
Churches, Wickliffians, &c.

All
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All which are worthy the ferious Confide-
ration of all Sober and. T udicious Chriftians,and
are_efpecially. recommended to them, who ha-
ving, rejedied Infants, and embraced Believery-

Baptifin, do yet cleave to this Pradice, with

the(e tollowing Obférvations, Viz. e

1: That it is moft manifeft that thofe Papes,
Councils and Fathers, that have en joyned and
impofcd Tnfants fprinkling tos a Sacrameint;. OF
an Qrdinance ot Chrift; have enjoyned this
alfo as fuch.. Waiwd Py

2. . That the Principal Arguments that have
been pretended. for the ove, have been wrged
and pleaded fox the othex alfo s viz. dpoftolical
Traditions and pretended Inferences and Cone

- Jequences from Scriptuxe.

3. That the Famous Churches and Confef*
firs that have oppofed Tnfants-fprinkling, as
Superflitions, Popify and Awtichriftian , have
upon the fame account, oppofcd this.alfos

4. That it doth not appeax that any Bapti-
zed Church or People did ever, in any Age or
Cosntrey, own fuch a Principle or Pratlice to
this day, except {ome in this Nation inthefc
late Times.

~ But then it may well be enquired, if this be

fo Novel a thing amongft the Baprifts, how
came thofe in this Comntrey f0.to recéive and
prac&ife it, as before affested ?

To which I give the following Account, as
I have received it under the Hand of one that
affirms to have had the pesfeét knowledge
thercof, as being an eye and cax-witnefs of the

fame, and who certifies to this purpole, vize

37
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How,when. . That about the Jear 1646, fome 27 Years

“ndwhy, | ¢ fince, one Myr. Cornwell , heretofore 2 prb-
laying on

of hands ““Vick Preacher s then - a Member-"a{zd Mi-
was pra- “suifter  of a Baptized Congre‘gatwff in
@ifedby << Kent, wu a great ‘Afferter of this Principle
the Bapt. <« L4 Practices whbo coming abost that time sn-
;\’fa‘;f;; €€ 20 that Baptized Congregatiin, they meettng in
<< the Spittle Bifhop[gate-Strect, Lond. 'Jid from
 Heb.5.12,13. 8 6.1,2. préach the neceffity of
“CLaying onof Handss inferring from thence,

““thofe that were not under laying on of hands .

““ were not Babes in Chrift had not God,nor Com-
“munion with God. " Wherenvon's feveral of

“the faid Congregarion were perfwaded to come

““ atnder that Praciice i and which notwithftand-

““ing, the Church in Tendernefs indulged to them,

“apon their promife of 4 peaceable demeanour

in the Church. awithtanding which their

§ faid Promife, they did afterwards ot only

< prefs their faid Perfwafion uicharitably, a5

“ they bad been taughs by their aforefaid Tesch-

“ers viz. That ione weve Babes iy Chrift, mop

“bad Communion with God withont it there-

< fore ot to be communicated with iy ¢ bureh-

“ Ordinances ( and a5 after was pablifbed in
“Print, by a Leading Brother amongft them, in

“@ Book called God’s Oracles, and Chrift's

« DoCtrine) but made a Rent and 4 § eparation

< fior the fame 5 and from thay very Schifm propa-

““gated the fame Principle and Praciice among [t

“many others in the Nation ever finces who haye

“kept that diftance from their Brethres (not

““owning the [ame) as not efteeming or commy-

 wicating with them as the true Church of God,

“ becaufe defedlive in ome of the beginning- prin-

(8 e
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< ciples or Foundationsof the Christian Reli~

£C 2
Now this being a true Narrative as to mat-

ter of Fadk 5 doth it not naturally follow?

i Firf, That fuch a Principle {p. fuck’d in,
and received, is founded in grofs Iguorance and

Error2 For what can more favour of Darknefs

@nd Error,than to:make our Adoption.and Com-

* munion with God to depend upon fome Exter-

nal A& done 2 . As though Chrit himfelf was
utterly miftaken,,-when he tells, us, That. as
manys receive bims bave. the priviledge to be-
came she Children of God, even a5 many as do
believe in bis Name, Jobn 1+ 12, 13- . And the
Apoltle alfo i})lédnﬁrmation thexeof, « That we
are. all.the Children of God. by Faith in Chrift
Fefus, Gale 3. 26, And , that of bisown Will
we are begotten, by the word of Truth, Jam.1.16.
But this Doérine \afferts, our New-Birth in
another, way, by the Laying on of, Hands af-
tex Baptifm . (and as though p.crﬁons mightbe.
baptized. that were not, Childsen of. God 5 buc
afierwards to be.madé fo by this new way; ),
thercby confirming the Superftition of the Pa-
pafts, in their Idolizing this Rite aboveall
other Ordinances, as before. :

And Secondly, The Principle (upon this
account ) appears NOt MOEE - €ITONCOUS, than
the Practice upon it, corrupt and vicions 5 vize
to.make a Separation from the Church upon
it, {o contrary not only to known Order,Dif-
cipline and Daty, but their declared Promife 5
and therefore muft not all thofe Charches of
that Conftitution, neceffarily be fuppofed to
be founded in Siz and Schifin, as well asin

great
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preat Error and Iguorasice ? and conceming
which #nnatural and undue Separation, 1 hear
fome of Eminency amongft them, havelately
{o had their Conviciion, as to plead Refornthtion
therein with' their Brethren, and who l'doubt
not, from the true {enfe of the bister frait ‘(e-
venthe Gall' and Wormweod that hath been
brought forth thercupon))will natarally 'be led
to confider the Root from whence it ‘hath °
fprung, viz. the miftaken 'Plinciple; as here
difeovereds for as our Saviour tells'tis, Mapis.
17, 18. Thatitis the corrupt "-Zfrcc thiat brings
Sorth the evil fruirs and that ‘us' the good Tyee
canyot bear evil fruit, fothe corrupt Tree cannod
bear good fruir. ANl which is recommended
to the ferions Confideration of the Imparsial
and Fudicieus s not dotbting but the day is
haftning, ‘when not only all Antichriftian Fogs
and Darkyrefs; but all Mists of Error and Ig#
sorance, 1hall’be -difpelled 5 "and’ that the God
of Trath Will' 16 {end out 'his' Light and Trush,
and cauft ic{ *to fpring up ot of the Earth ,
that Knowledge'thall fill the Earth as thé warers
cover the Seas when Difeord ‘and Divifion
fhall {o ceafe atmongft his People, that chey fhall
not with their Babylowify Language vex one
another any morebut with one Lip and Shonl-
er thall ferve the Lord with oné confem.  And
dor the fpeedy accomplifhing and fulfilling fuch
amiable and geceptable Promifes;let all the up-~
vight fay dmewn, Amen.

FINIS.







