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Of Prajer.

. q $ Godis;and is to be worfhipped; f'o:. .

one great part of the worfhip ofGod.

is Prayer, thereby we acknowledge him to
be, and our want of fupply from him: and.
his ability to helpus, it is fucha part of
Gofpel Worfhip which includes all gofpel
virtues in it, unto which the promife.is
inade, Rent, 1. 13. from the Gofpel-pro~
mife, Foel 2. 32. Whofoewer [hall call on. the
same of the Lord. fball be faved ;5 inf{peaking
diftin&ly to this matter, I fhall endeavour
to fhew, 1. What Prayer is.-2. By whom it
is to be performed. 3. That'itisa duty of
fpecial concernment to be performed by
thofe concerned in it.  4: The manner how
itis to be performed. 5. The priviledges
thereofand the incouragements thereunto,
and the hinderances and difcouragements
that fometites Chriftians meet with all in
this fervice 5 and in thefe I fhall be very
' brief, yet as plainand as full as brevity will

ermit.

P :
What Pray-" ¢, What Prayeris. T. More generally,

Prayer includes Confeflion, Contrition,Pe-
tition, Thanksgiving, and may be, and or-
; dinarily
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: Chia2! Of Prayer.

dinarily is performed all in one, and comes
under that of Prayer, Dan.9. 3, to 20.where
under Prayer is included much of confeffi-
onand humble confeffion of fpirit, with
earneft petition: and Davids Pfalms are cal-
led fometimes Pfalms, and fometimes Pray-
ers, becaufe both was contained in them,
Pfal. 72. 20. and good it is for the Saints to
be mich exercifed in all thefe parts of
prayery. that {o much futes our low condi-
tions'and needs, and the greatnefs and ma-
Jefty of him to whom we pray. :

. But I fhall efpecially fpcai to the peti-
tionary part of Prayer,that being moft pro-
perly and diftinély prayer, as thag do&rine
and rule of prayer prefcribed by our Lord
doth manifeft, which confifts efpecially in
Petition; and on this account, Frayer. is
the asking or begging fomething of God,
in the name of Jefus Chrift; that either our
{elves or others do want and ftand in need
of, either for body or foul, in things rela~
ting to this life or that which is to come,
Mat. 7. 7. to 11. Prayer is not appointed as
a ?Oniplemcntlng work, but that the foul
might therein and thereby go to God,in all
holy and humble boldnefs,to make known
its wants,and beg fupplies and help in all
cafesof need; it is to come with gl holy

boldnefs to the throne of Grace, in the name

of’ Jefuis Chrift in faith and expedtation, in

that way to receive from the Father what
we truly need, B

" Bue




-Of Prayer. C‘hzz

But more particularly @sto the miatter
ofPrayer. ‘1. It muft be good and accor-

ding to the will of God, ifwe fail in' this'-

we fail ‘in all, for we have no promife of
heating, further then we pray according to
his will, 1 fobn's . Y4 Aud this isthe ¢onfi-
dente thiat we beve in’ him, that if we ggp drly
thing wccording 1o bis witl, he hearetl us.~ " and
thisis one fpecial workof' the fpiritin the
hearts of Saints, to help them to pray ge-
eording to the will of God, Ro. 8. 27. perfons
may pray in their own {pirits, dnd be very
earneft, ‘and will ‘have no nay for that
which God would not have * them, and ic
may be is not good for them, and he may
giveit theniin judgment. . I believe thae
muny have experience of this truch at this
day, as his peopleof old, Pfal. 78. 18.7 bey
tempted God int their hearts, by asking meat for
their lufts, v. 29.30, 31, He pave them their
bearts defire, but ‘while thé. meat was in their
mouths the wiith of God came upoit them ; they
mufthave their lufts fulfilled, ‘and their
luits they had, butin anger.and in wrath,
with vengeance for their lufting; fo the
fame people Zfrael lufted fora King, and
would have no nay, and God gave them
thieir defire, Hof13. 11. I gave thee u King
iy anger, and took bim away ininy sprath, Tt
greatly L ehoves Chriftians. to look to the
mattrer what they pray for, that they pray
for that which is good, for which they
havefome precept or promife, either gene-
; rally: -
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2 Ch.az; Of Prayer.

Tally or particularly, and that too accop=
ding to the terms : thereof, either ‘abfulute
or ‘conditional, ‘thatiis, of fubmiffion to
the will of God relating either to thing or
tilme, "

T. What'isabfolutely promifed, we may
and onght abfolutely to pray for, as Mor-
tificarion of fin, Sandtification of Life,
Prefervation in the Faith, Perfeverance in
Grace to the end, with profiting under the
various difpenfations of God in the World,
&c. All which comes under fome fpecial
command of ‘promife, either general of
particular: '

.2. Some things we muft pray for condi-
tionally, with fubmiffton’ to the will of
God, both relating to thing and time, as

Health, Peace, deliverance from Affli&ion, =

profperity in the world, @¢. becaufe thefe
are things ot worldly and temporary con-=
cernments, and not abfolutely ' neceffary
to the life of the new Covenant, nor abfo-
lutely promifed ; Chrift our Lord is an
example to us in this matter, Mat. 26. 39,
yet we may pray abfolutedy in this, o far
as' God hath promifed; thatis, Food and
Rayment is promifed, sl thefe things fhall be
added to you, but worldly riches is not pro-
mifed, but Food and Raymentis promifed,
becaufe yiur beavenly Father knoweth 1hay you
have need of thefe things 5 you cannot live
nor fubfift without them; nor ferve God
n the world: without them: : “T'hae was 1t
(3 which
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Of Prayes. “Cizz .

which Facob fard, thatif God would give him
Food 10 cat, and Cloaths o pit oH, then God |
fhonld be bis God,becaufe without it hecould .

not live; ifGod would keep him alive he

would live to God s fo that for Food and
ought to pray In faith, and to 3

: we
Rayment W& Site, all thefe things hall be

pelieve the PF
added, Mat: 33

And as for Deliverance from Afflictions,

Chriftians ought to pray abfolute for {up-

port under them, and profiting by “them,
and deliverance in the Lords time; time |
Dot thedeliverance, and then you may be ,
abfolute, and that becaufe you have the |
.promi[‘e,l’f.so. 15. Zfa. 45:17. s

. o, gy whim 2. BY whom this duty of Prayer is to be |
ristobe perf‘ormed, and that is by believers,though |
poformed. 1 hallnot queftion the comnion duty ofall L
men in this matter, but none can perform it d |
ac_ceptably ,but Believers,Juftified perfons; 4

God firft accepts the perfon before the fer- i
vice is accepted, it is the Prayers of avighte- |
ous min that availeth much, Fam. 5. 16. as for ¥
others, fee what God faith, Pf. 0. 16, 17. 43

As for thewicked God [aith, what bajt thou todo

to declare my Statutes, or that thow fhouldit take

my Covenant in thy mouth, &c. Prov. 15.8.

7 he Sacrafice of the wicked is abomination to the

Lord, bus the prayer-of the upright is his delight,

chap. 21. 27. it behoves every oneto look
to it, tofhave fome ground of affurance of
relation to the Lord in the New Covenant
which will greatly imbolden the foul in
' this
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Of Prayer.

this duty, although fouls may cry and call
and obtiin  too, when they lye under
doubtings of interelt, they may cry Abba
Father ; for theacceptation of our perfons

oth not confift in affurance of intereft and

369

relation, but in believing the Gofpel and

Cleaving to the Lord therein, yet the high-
€r our affurance of intereft and relation
Works, the more boldnefs and' confidence
Will there be in Prayer ; and fometimes
finkings in {pirit on that account may in-

| Creafe fervency ; but it is the duty of up-

right ones to worfhip God, to pray unto
Jum, and to praife him it ,becomes them ;
1tis futable to their high calling,it becometh
the upright to be thankful, Pf.33.1. Praife is
Comely for the upright 5 all the wicked of the

Earch, whofe perfons are unaccepted, their

Prayers are abomination to the Lord 3 for
without Faith it is impoffible to pleafe bim, it was
by Faith, that Abels Sacrifice was accepted,
by which e obtained witnefs that be wa righ-
teous,

3.That Prayer is a duty of (j pecial concern-

. Ment to be performed by thofe concerned
therein,that js believing,righteous,juttified perfurmed.

perfons, the Children of God; and this
appeareth, 1. From the manifold com-
Mands and Exhortations thereunto, afew
of which I fhall mention, Mat. 7.7, Ak and
it fhall be given, feck and ye fhall find, knock and
i [Pall be opened unto you 3 a Plain commagd
ftom our Lord, with a promife of anfwer,

: Bhb Eph.

3. Thatita
a [pecial

duty to be
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 jupphication in the [p

~ cernment of thej

" Of Prayet. ~Ch.22.
5. 6. 18, Praying always with all prayer and
[pivit, &c. 1 Thef. 5. 17,
Pray continually, Col. 4. 2. Contittue in prayery
and watchin the fame with thanksgiving 5 by all
which, and many other  Exhortations in
Holy Scripture 1t appeareth, that Prayer'is
the {pecial duty of the Saints. - :

o, [rappears from the frequent example
ofthe Lords people throughout all :ages;
who were frequently exercifed in this ‘di=
¢ine duty and work, as Abrabuin, Gen. 18.
23,1033, Mofes, Exod. 32. 30,31,32,& 33
13 & 34.91: Solsmort; T King 8.22.Dsvi P
4.1,2,3. &17- 1,2, &c. & 55 - 16, 17:
in the New T eftament, Chrift himfelf was
very often exercifed in thiswork, Mat.X4.
23, Luke 6. 12.and Paul, Phil. 1.9.Col.1.9.
1 Thef. 3. v0. The Apoftles, Ads4.24. to

r. and che whole Church, Chap. 2. 4z.
vith mulritudes of like examples both m
old and new Teftament; all which confirms
he truth,rhat it is the great duty and con-
Fints, according to the

will of God, pgbe frequently ‘exercifed

. gherein. "> - - (A :
3. It appca‘_vﬁﬁtb be dvery acceptable {er-
vice to the Liord when rightly performed,
from the a€éeprance thereof” which God
hath manifefted, and the returns cthas he
hath made to the prayers of his people

thronghout all ages, wherein he hath ma-
nifefted himflf to be ‘well pleafed with

the faithful --'prayers of his people, in his <

hearing
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, -Ch.2z Of Prayer.

hearing and ahfwering of their prayers; fee
his anfiwer to dbrabam in his requefts, Gen.
18.21, o 33.to Mofes, Exod. 32.33, 34, &
33.14.17. 10 Febofbaphat, 2 Chron.20. 6,
5516, 17, to David, Pfal.18. 6,7, 8. &
Y18.9, rcalled upon the Lord in difirefs, he
@nfwered me and fev me in a large place. "In.a
Word, the Lord never commanded hijs

People to feek his fuce' in vain, 1a.45.19. 7

Sfaid wot to'the feed of Facob, feck ye me in vain

and of this'his people hath*had experience,

o nd muft fay Gif they {peak true ofhiny) as

| Mofes, Deuto4.7. What Nation is there fo great
who bath God fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our

God in all that we call upon bim for. : dud

I'may add 4./that an unpraying people

Wi’y are noted in Scripture to bea Gracelefs and
| Godlefs people 5 The workers of iniquity,Plal.
Y4.4. Are a people that call nit. upon God 3 and

i Phal, 10.4. Thewicked in the pride of kis coun= -

’ lﬂ’ Yenance will not [eek after Gods God is ot in all
#ﬁﬂﬁro i bis thoughts 5 wicked men, if they pray, it is
i ‘ﬂ,z but tn'form,and for fear, or cuftome and
{0@4 tradition; ‘and not in faith and love with
B Sonancy, as gracious perfons: doth, 725
o ;’r 27 1. (peaking of che Hypocrite, will ¢
;?aa‘f’d #ways call upon God 2. No, he will not, ‘it is

; 'oﬂ of cuftome, or-for fear, : orto be feen of

,?‘ ’:C‘"a if ‘he donhI itat all ; and as wicked
W Menare a prayerlefs peo le,fo itisa note
j‘ifﬁ"n%{()fa Godly man to bea r;))rayim;;; man. No
‘ﬁg i foongr Was Sanl converted, but bebold be
Cod Yy Prveth, s 9. v, which was givenasa to-
e }AM Bba ken
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man, and the Prophet deprecates againft an

unpraying pcople.j’
upon the Heathen thit kuow thee mot, and upon

the Fam ;
6. byall which It appeareth, that prayer

4. Theright
manner of
Prayere

g, ool -

be inthe
fpirite

Queit.
Anfw.

er.10:25 . Pour out thy fury

ilies that call nos 1por thy name,P[al.79-

is the fpecial duty of the people of the
Lord. " : .

The fourth pamcul‘ar‘rclatcs to the man~
ner of prayer, how it is to be performed,
and in this are many requifites (to be con-
fidered to the rig
of. . :

1. Wemuft pray in the Spirit, if we pray

in. a right manner; not only with our own
{pirits, but in the {pirit of Chrift ; there is

g gift of prayer with large expreflions,

which Hipocrites may attain; and there is

the {pirit of prayer, which is proper only

to fincere Chriftians , hence the Apoﬁlc
faith, 1 Cor. 14: 15 Iwill pray with the fpirity
and Iwill pray with the undertanding alfo, Jud.

v. 20. praying in the boly fpirit; and this is the

promife of God t0 give his people, the [pi-
yit of grace and. of Jupplicatiost, Zech, 12. 1C.
The {piric of Chrift isa fpirit of prayer, it
enables thofe in whom icis to cty Abba
Father, Rom.:8s 15. it helpeth bethas to
matter and manner, for we know not whet to
ray for as e auight.

Queft. How fhall I know. that I have this
fpirit of prayer ¢ _

Anf. We may know it in.the matt.¢ and

Of Prayer.  ‘Ch.az..
ken tO Annanias that he was a converted

he performance there- .

in .
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- Ch.22.. Of Prayer,
~ ) inthe manner ofour prayers. 1. In the mar-
| ter of our prayers when weare kept to, and
i belptin the right matter of prayer 5 the
i matter you have heard, it muft be good,
{ and according to the willof God, when we
i arerightly lead in this matter, itis by the
| Spirit of Chrift, Rom. 8. 26, 27. We kyow
| uot what we pray. for as we ought, &c. but the
fPirit helpeth our infirmities, and wake interceffi-
i on for us according to thewill of Ged. 'There is
| much in this, to have our hearts lead in the
will ofGod in our praying. When perfons
' run out in their own fpirits and in their
 own wills, and it may be befides the matter
" 4| of prayer, there is nothing of the {pirit of
B4 Chrift therein. - :
o 2. We then pray with'the Spiric, when
! our own fpirits are fet at work in the dutys;
)" prayer by the fpirit is not lip labour only,
but heart work, when we (as we ought in
all other fervices) in prayer, ferve God
| with our Spirits, with our whole Heart,
Rom.1. 9, God i my witnefs whom I ferve with
my [pirit in the Gofpel of bis Son, &e. Pfal. 119.
10. With my whole bears have I fought shee, O
| let nte not wander fram thy Commandments; then
have we the {pirit of Chrift in Prayemwhel
our whole heart is in the work, My Sen give |
me thy heart 5 the Spirit works the heart to
God according to his word, and in this
note, thyt (ordinarily) when the (pirit
worketh in our hearts to the wouk, it
works the heart beyond the words 3 and;
Bb3 " here
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Bueft,

Aifw.

Of Prayer.
here lyeth the difference between Praying
in the Spirit and without the Spirits he that
prayeth in the {pirit;his {piric thereby out«
runs his words, he ismore in heart ther
in word, the fpirit worketh in ‘us with
Croanings that cmmot_be'uttered 5 that is;heart
groanings and defirings beyond the expref-
fons, but the other his tongue out; runs
his heart, he is far beteer at lip laboury
then at heart work in Prayer.

3. Thenwe pray by the Spirit, and in"a
right manner, when we pray in Faith; be-
leving,that is theright (pirit of prayersthen
pray we by the fpirity and in a right man~
ner ; for thefpirit ot Chrift is the Spirit of

Faith, 2 Cor.4.13. But }';mui."g 1he fﬂme Spf"it .

of Faith, &c. Mat.21. 22. And all things what~
Joever ye (ball ask in Prayer, believing, }e fhall
receive; fo that to pray believingly, is the
right manner of praying.

Quefi. When may Ibe faid to Pray Be-
lievingly ?
" Anfw. 1. When you believe underftand-
ingly and rightly, that the matteror things
yotr pray for is according to the will of
God. '

2. When you believe that God will
give you what you pray for, becaufe je
is according to his will, it is his will
you fhould ask it, becaufe it is his will
that you fhould have it, and that you
fhould thus believe in asking, fee Fob. 5.

14,15,
Quefts

G dp)




 Civ.22; -Of Prayer. 375
= Queft. Are there not fome things that we Quefr,
| ought topray. for, which we:haye no pat= :
il ticular ground for: faith, that it fhall be
granted 2 we are commanded to pray tor
Wicked men and enemies, Mat: 5. 44.
! Anfw. We ought to pray in'fuch and like Anfw;
¥y cafes, becaufe God requires it, and may
@ and pught to pray in Faithy we ought to
pray for what God hath promifed, believ-

ing that he will giveit; and to pray for

what he hath> commanded us , believing,
8 T That it is our duty becaufe commanded.
! 2. That he will accept us therein, if not
P grant the thing’ prayed for 5 yet that he
/ mﬁ will affuredly anfweér us in returning our
’l

i il prayers into’otr own bofom, Pf. 35253,
ﬁ,"d\tsf ' But as for me when they were fick my cloathing was
[ ¥ i

o r

p

/ Sackeloth, I humbled my [elf by faiting, and’ my
flg m prayer returned into mine owi bofone 5 fo that
/4l ' we ought to pray and believe that God will
) accept us, and make a return of our pray-

¥ ers to advatitage 5 though in this and in <
"y Mmany othise eafes’ we' have "no particular

, ftﬁfﬁ ground to believe an anfwer in the very
oLy / it thing prayed for, yer we ought to pray
‘0@\\@ n Fald}, not doubting the matter, of
¥ Gods ' faithfllnefs in hearing and anfwer-
i ing either in'granting the things prayed
il for, or makea returnto the fouls advan-

W j tage.

ke 4. ToPrayind right manner is to pray 4.1 # 1
"“ |l { fervently '(oith heart fervency) and ear- pray fer-
ﬂ\’ y fueml'y.

Il neftly, not fluggiflily . and coldly, but
y L Bb4 zeal-
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Of Prayer. ‘Ch.22,.
zealoufly to have the heart affeted in pray~
er. Fam.s. 16, The effediual fervent prayer of
a vighteous man availethmuch 3 and its the S
work of the fpirit to fill us with true zeal
and fervency inprayer, when the foulwill
have no nay,like I’hcob wreftling with God,
Gen. 32. 26. 1 will not let thee goexcept you
" blefs me. Hof’ 12. 4. He had powerwith the
Angel and prevailed, he wept and made fuppli-
cation. And this fervency confifteth not
{o much in multitudes of expreffions,: or
loudnefs of voice, but inpouring outour
fouls ro the Lord, and in ftrength offaith
to prevail with him, Pf.42.4. When I re-
member thefe things, I pour outmy foul in me,
& 25.1.1liftmy foul to thee, & 143. 8. Thus,
in this and in every part of Gods fervice it
behoves Chriftians to be ferveat in fpirit,
ferving the Lord 5 hence 15 prayer {o fre-

quently called in Scripture, crying from
its fervency. Pfal. 17. L. & 34. 15.17.

&c. : :
T'o pray rightly, is to pray humbly

5. : .
. 70 pray and (elf-abafeingly, and this is the: proper

bambly.

work of the {pirit to difcover our own
nothingnefs and needs unto us 3 this is a
{pecial requifite in_prayer, Pfal. 9. 12, He
fargettetb not the cry of the bumble, & Yo. 12.
Arife O Lord God lift up thine hand, firget ot
the bumble 3 The fear of Gods greatne(s and

., goodnefs living inthe heart, will tend (ve-

ry much) to humble the fout in its addref-

«.{es to him, and is very acceptable with

him,
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Of Prayer.
him, Pf. g1, 17. The Sacrifices of God wre «
broken Spirit, a broken and a comtrite beart O
God thou wilt not defpife; its that Prayer that
comes from a humble and broken Spirit

U'that is well pleafing to the Lord ; the poor

Pablican that had nothing to fay for him-
felf, But Lord be mercifultome @ Siuner, was
accepted, when the proud boafting Pharifee
was rejected, Luke18.13.14. Proud Per-
{ons, and Proud Prayers, are an abomina-
tion to the Lord, but he will not forget nor
defpife the prayers of the bumble.

377

6. To Pray in aright manner, isto pray 6. Sincere-
fincerely, and not hypocritically, and this ly andnot

-can never be without fincerity and truth of Hypoeriti-

heart to God-ward, in the main of Religi- ¢4

on, P[.51. 6. Thoudefireft truth in the inwpard
parts, and in the bidden parts thou baft made
me to know Wifdem, & 17. Y. .Give.ear unto my
Prayer that goethnot out of feigned lips. - Un~
feigned Faith, and unfeigned Love, and
unfeigned Obedience, and unfeigned Pray-
er; is the Lords delight, he loveth that,
he defireth truth in the inward parts, Pfal. 145~
18. The Lord is nigh 0 all that call upon bim,
to all that call upon bim in truth; heart and
tongue muft go together, yea, and there
-had need be more in the' heart then the
-tongue exprefleth rather then le(s;an emp-
ty hearted Chriftian performs empty fer-
vice, makes empty airy prayers, and muilt
-expedt empty returns, but truth and. inte=

wor

grity reacheth Heaven, it being the f‘piri;l: ‘
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5. To pray
Briefly.

- yain Repetirions,'

Of Prayer.
woik to effedtit; and truth aldie 8 there
imbraced. A aaal GRis oy

1. To pray ind right Manner is ro pray
Briefly, and without Tautologies, and this
has been the pradtice of all Saints through-
out all' Generations and’ is thevexprefs
command of our Lord; Met: 6.7,8, Bt
when we Dray ufe not vainvepetitions, (or babe
ling or fpeaking idely) @ the Heatheas 'doe,
for they think 1hey (hall be heard for their much
fpeaking, be'ye not therefore like unto them 5 for

‘your Heavenly Father keroweth what ‘things yot

ticed before you ask the. In which are two

1. Our jLord forbids
Tautoligies, and' idle
“ralking in' Prayer.. 2 Much fpeaking,as
frmuleicude of words would prevail with
‘God 3 thisis it-he reproves'in the Phari-
fees as  well asin the Heathen; their ma-
king of long Prayers, Mat.23. 4. an.d this he
farbidscih his Difciples; i Waring them
ot to belike the Heatheén, who think to
be heard for their much' {peaking 5'it"is
much fpeaking (0 Prayer: that Chrift Te-
proves, as well ds vain fpeaking, and thae
appeareth, 1. Fron the argument ufed'to
inforce the Exhortation, Tour’ Father knog-
“eth the things ye bave weed beforéye ask, there-
foreyol need not have much fpeaking “a-
bout the matter. 2. The pactern'of pray-
or prcfcntcd by Chrift in the verfes follow-

ing, as an exampleof the fubftatice and bre-
wity'in prayer. (s ~ -
S 3. The

‘things obfervable,

: IR .‘~..~‘
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3s The example of Chrift Himfelf in

Prayer, Matt. 26. 39. The exhortation of

the Wife man, Eccl. 5. 2. According to

which we find che Priyérs of the Saints to
be bath brief, and full of matter, through=
outall Generations; Exod.33. 12.and 16,2. «

2 Chron, 20,5,~-12. Dam. 9:3.'19. 1 King.

8.22,--1is the longelt we read of; ona (pe~

cial occafion ; yet without vain repetiti=

Ons 3 Ads 4. 24.. All which confirms the

truth,that it’s a right manner of praying to

pray briefly ;' and this canriot be done truly
but by the Spirit: Chrift would not have his
to think, that enumerating words like the

Heathens, or Papifts, or Hipocrites, that

pray by number, and length of time, and

multitude of words, is prevalent with God;
but to pray briefly, and underftandingly,
according to the word and work of the

Spirit.

8. To prayina right manner, and by the 8. In the

Spirit, is to pray in the fear 6f God ; as the fear of Gode

i fearof God is a choice new Covenant Ver=

w1 tue to dwellin the heart alwaies, fo efpe-

“¢ Cially when the fou! addrefleth it felf to
God in Prayer, to do it in the holy awe of
the Lord ; Pfal. 6. 7. As for me, (faith the
Prophet) I will come into thine houfe in the
multitude of thy Mercies, and in thy fear will T
worbip toward thy boly Temple. It’sa choice
frame of Spirit, to ferve the Lord with

% fear inall the parts of his fervice, and efpe-

o cially in this of Prayer, To" ferve him with

| Revercnce

e
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Reverence and Godly fear. They are the per~
{ons that God will accept, and anfwer ctheir:
Prayers, Pf. 145+ 19: . He will fulfill the defire
of them that fear him, be will hear their. cry,,
and [avethem. i ' S
9. To pray 10 a right (pirit, and foina,
right manners is to pray holily, withade-
fire of holinefs, and a defign for holine(s;
1 Tit. 2.8 Twill that men pray every. where,
lLifting up boly bands, witkout wrath and doubt-
ing. Toliftup holy hearts, and holy hands,
is well pleafing to the Lord s Pfal. 86. 2.
Preferve my foul, for I am boly ; that is, Tam
Gndified to thee, and amone of thine ho-
ly ones, and do love holinefs, and defign
noline(s s this is abfolutely neceflary in
 Prayer, Pf- 66.18. If Iregavd iniquity in my
beart, the Lord will not kear me. Unholy Pray-
ers are not like to have any acceptance ”
with, or anfwer from the Lord,to pray and
fin, and fin and pray, as if perfons in Prayer
did defign to ask leave to fin, to be cove-
tous and opprcﬂ'mg, to be proud, vain, and
prophane, {uch Prayers t‘m_e Lord abomi-
nates, Ifa. 58 3,4+ They fafted, and pray-
-ed, but their defign was not for holinefs,
but for fivife and debates and to"fmite with the
§f of wickednefs ;. this {hall never caufe theiy
wnice o be beard on bigh: Nos; God heareth not
finners : that is, thofe who held themfelves

(ervants to their Jufts, that defign not ho=
line(s ; Chap.59:25 3 Tour. iniquities have
feparated between you avd your God, and youy

: © fins
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' j":m'bave hid his face from you, thas bewill nss
ear,

10, To prayina right manner, and by
the Spirit of Chrift, is to pray in the name
of Chrift, to offer up all our Prayers to
God in his Name, and not in our own
Name, or on the account of any worth
that is in our felves 3 this is eflential to a
right manner of Praying for there is no
acceptation of our perfons or fervices out
of him; Col.3.17. Whatfoever ye doin word
or deed, do all inthe Name of the Lord Fefus :
that muft be the manner of our doing:
Fob. 16.23. Verily I [ay unto you, whatfocver
‘ye fhall ask the Father inmy Name, he will give
it yoir3-that is, that'is good, and according
to his will's wer. 26, And this is by the
Spirit of Chrift, for itisthe {pirit of the
Gofpel that leads us to Jefus Chrift, and to
the Father by him : but the queftion will
be, What it is to pray to the Father in the
Name of Chrift ?

383

10. It m
be in the
Name o

chrift.”

Quif

Anfw. 1. To come to the Father in_ the gnfw.

Name of Chrift, is to come to him in the

~authority of Chrift; though Prayerl, be

a common duty to man, as related to God
his Creator; yet on the new Covenaitac-
count, true Believers ftand related to God
in Chrift, on theaccount of Redemption 5
and that is the Service and Prayer I am
fpeaking of : and we muft perform every
duty ro God, by virtue of his authority,
5 our Lord and Law-giver; in the new an
evel=
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everlafting Covenants fo that we ure to
serform this and every fervice in his Name,
1 that is, in his‘authoritys by virtue of his
! commiffion and commiand 5 Matt,7.7.8.
- Fobn 16,26,  FOTD G SN Hy
"5 T Pray in the'Name of Chrift,is to
offer up our Prayers to the' Father, as'per-
fons intereffed in Ch l‘!ﬁ by Faith, accord=
ing to ‘the Word; believing and expedting
acceptance, with the Father for the fake of
Chrift,and not for any worth in ourfelvess
Jefus Chrift,Son to the King of Glory, be~
ing our only ‘way of acceprance, both of
our perfons and' fervices : ' therefore we
muft by Faith in all our addreifes to the
Throne of Grace, have refpect to Jefus, as
our way, and’as upon the Throne' for us,
to plead our caufé, and to prefent the per-
fonsand fervices of his people in himfelf
¢o the Father; he is our friend in the
Court of Heaven, and ‘to'pray the Father
in his Name, _is to pray the Father for his
. fake to accept us, and grant our requefts ;
becaufe by the Law of the new Covenant
we belong to him, and are the children of
‘God by Faithrinhim. And the reafon why
we muft offer up all'in the Name of Chrift
is, becaufe we are imperfeét, and our fer-
vice imperfeét; and can have no acceptance
but in him, and for his'fake,who is perfeét
1 Pet. 2.6. vl %
11. As aneffe& of this ‘acceptation i
otir dear Lord: and for his“fake, a right
Gprcl

Of ‘Brayer. Ch22 5
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'} Gofpel way of praying is, to pray boldly.;
anholy, humble boldnefs’becometh Chri-
 dtians;" and God is well pleafed therewith':
He would have them come with boldnefs o
the ‘Throne of Grace, Heb. 4:16. He having
opened fuch « new and living way, fo full of
Grace, he would have his children to know
it, and improve it with all holy and hum-=
ble boldneft, and confidence, believing his~
readinefs and willingnefs to hear and an-
{wer . the prayers of his people: God
would have his people to exercife fo much
Faith in the way of the Gofpel, that new
and living way, as to command of him
What he hath promifed to give, becaufe he
. hath of his own Grace bound himfelf to it
‘s by his new Covenant Law promife, and he
¢ takesitas Glory to his Name, for his peo~
" ple to believe that he will not, cannot
| with-hold what he hath promifed : there-
fore Believers ought to come to God with
iy holy boldnefs, and humble claiming their
U vight, by Grace, in the blefflings, and blef*
. {ed things promifed inthe new Covenant,
g s the Apoitles, Ads 4. 24. to'31. ;
. 12. To prayin a right manner, is t0 12. B¢ oo
% Pray conftantly, and not to faintand give flans.
Vgl over: if you wax weary, either through
4 carnal carelefbefs and fluggithne(s , or
fainting for fear of not being anlwered,
g \tS theway ro lofeall’; and as a neceffary
v 1ngredient to conftancy, and perfevering
‘ hffﬂ": you mulft add patience ; Pf. 40.1.7
paised
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waitéd patiently for the Lord, and be inclined un~ -
20 me, and beard my eriet thatis, it was long
" pefore I had ananfwers but I waited long

and patiently,and had my defire in the end: -
Chrift put forth that Parable, Luke 18, 1,2
“to this very end, That men ought. alwaies: 1o
oy, and not 10 faint 5 to affure us, thar if
we wax not weary, God will hear and an=
{wer in the end; Rom. 12.12. Continuing
inftams in Prayers Eph. 6. 18. Praying al-
waies with all {upplication in the fpirit, and
watching shereunto with all perfeverance. ' This
is a duty that Saints muft perfevere in
while they are in this World, it’s the way.
in which God will be worfhipped,and they
have daily need of mercy from him: as for
times of Prayer, there is publick and pri-
vate Prayer in Church, in Family, and 'in
Clofet, all which ought to have its time.
“The Prophet fixes on the morning, Pf. 5.3.
and g% 17, Evesing s and morning, and ay
woon, will 1 pray, and crie aloud, and be fhal)
Bear my voice. O that Chriftians would lay
this to heart,and not bethink time to {pend
in this holy and heavenly fervice to0 con=
verfe with God 5 but according to the ex~
hortation, T Thef. 5. 17. To pray without cea-
fing, that is,without being weary, or giving
over, or negleding fo holy,acceptable, and
needful a fervice * it is a note of an hipo-
crite, that does 710t alwaies call upen God, Job
27. 10. but by fits and ftarts, when he hath
amind toits oOr for fear, in time of dan-

ger,
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ger, onthe like ; but it is not conftant and
fincere with God in the work.

S« I come to the privitedges of this du- 5. The pra:
ty of Prayer; and encourdgements there- ;’,’,;i%;" of
unto ta thofe that rightly pecform ic. ' AS 04 g
it is a duty, fo there is much of priviledg courage
init; and for fuch as are capable to a vightments.
performance of the duty, by how mu&i
they live.in the negle& thereof, {o much
do they forfake their own mercy.
|~ The firft priviledg is accefs with accep- I dece/s

tance at the Throne of Grace, To come with 7 = 4k

boldnefs 1o the Throne of Grace, to pour out

our f{ouls to God, to rmhake known our

Weaknefs, wants, and wrongs, and to ob-

- tain mercy 5 a priviledg which no carnal,
unconverted perfon in the World hath to

i{d} do withal 5 Pf.50. 16. Prov. 28. 9,

2. To have power with God, whenz. #Have

, rightly performed, and this have the SaintsP"’;" wirl

iy had experience of throughoue all Gene- i

i rations: Facob the great Wraftler, who had

Gyl Power with God, aud prevailed 5 Gen, 32. 24.

B --28. With Hof. 12.3, 4. By his ftrength he

o g bad power with God, yea, be had power over the

Angel, and prevailed ; be wept, and made fup-,
0 0% plication unto him. Mofes likewife had pow=
b eriwith God, and prevailed for his people,
04 when God bid him let him alone; Exod. 32.
10: Let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot
againft they 5 yet Mofes would not let God
W alone in this matter, but befought the Lord
Gody and [aid, &c. ver. 11,12, 13, and pre-
Cc vailed
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vailed with God ; wver. 14, That he faid
anto him, ver. 34. Go lead the pesple unta she
place of which I bave fpoken unty thee 5 bebold,
mine Angel Woall gs before thee, &c. I might
{peak of Fehofopbat 2 Chron. 20, David ,
Plal. 34.4. Damel, Chap. 9:3, to 23. With
multicudes of othérs thatl mlght_memion
in holy Seripture, that have prevailed with
God in this way, and indeed it is the pri-
viledg of a1l the Saints ; God will be com-
manded by them, wheh théy pray accord-
ing to his will revealedin his Word'; 1fa:
45. 11, jam. g,-=16, 17. wWhen the Prayer
of the witked fpall be turned into'fin, PL. 9.7,
and abomination, Prov. 15:8. and ‘veproach,
Ifa. 66. 3. s
" T'o have what they will of God, as
an effedt of this prevalency with him; Mas,
7.7, 8- Ak artd ye foall receive, feek and. 5e
(hall find, &ec. Joh: 14. Y30 Whatfoever ye
“mall ask the Father in iny Nameé, that will 1 dp
and 15.7:1f ye abide in me,y and my woids dbid; :
an you, you Pl ask what you will and it fhall
be done wnto you. Here1s a priviledg for pray-
ing Saints; it is but ask and haves; Ak
what youwill, and ye fhall bave it, only res
member the rules before prefcribed; keep
in Gods will, let his will'be yours, and ch:
¢his be the rule of your praying, and then
. ask what you will, and it thall be dofe; and
his will is a good and perfed will ingh
things, and alwaiesr wills ‘that which is
beft for his people : fo thata Chriftian thas

lives
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livesin the will of God, may fay truly, thae
he hath' his wil granted at all times.

4. ‘Priviledg is fre¢ converfe and com- 4 Conmerfp
Munion with God in Jefuis Chrift, as a Son and commu-
witha Father, with heart, delight and joy. g’:; e
Its faid, Exod. 33. 110 Thiat God tulied wiyh °'"
Mofes face to face, ‘as a man talketh with bjs
friend. " Prayerisa talking with God iace
to face; as with a Father, and a friend ;
Abralyam was called the friend of God, Fam.2.

23. And talked with God; Gen. 18, 23.

And ye are my friends, (aith Chrift, if ye do

Whatfoevér I commandyon ; Joh. Y514, Pray-

- Cris to the Saints a fon-like and friendly

converfing with God, who' is a confuming
fire to his enemies, but a Fathér and 3 .

friend in Jefus Chrift to his children, who

have this priviledge to come boldly- to

Y him, to have accefs with acceptance at his

Wl Throne of Grace, and to commune with

il him'abour the grear things of his will, re-

il 1ating to'his Glory, and their own etetmal

IR weltare, according to the Gofpel’ of his

Jly'y Grice'in Tefus Chyift : priviledges they are,

-uneo which all carngl hearts (though wife

in the World’s wifdom) are ftrangers too,
Is come nat i fight of thefe fe-

s, O that all fincere hearted Chriftians
did more frudy, prize, and improve this

iy Mercy. :

Though thefe priviledges are all en-
couragements ‘to ‘this duty, and whe; or
whg; Chriftian foul, interefted in: fiich
’ ; ic s Grace




388

g Thegreat

and preci-
ous promi-
fes made

unto pray-
ing peoples

! > i
Of Prayer. Chiaz
r, can negle&t a duty dveans
foul-advantages ; ‘it’s the
way to maintain friendfhip with God ' per-
{fons thatar€ negligent 11 this duty, grow
carnal, and eftranged from God, and [iable
to reproof and )u_dgrnet}r it was the fin
that fob’s ﬁ~ichs fuppofed _h)m to be guile
of, as the caufe of his aiftiction; Fob x Y
4. Yea, thou cajtef off fear, and regirai 5.
4 o beare Cod Buc 1 add to thefe 5
further encouragement. p. 492
5. The great and precious promi
God made to this duaty, ﬂ\o&d Wofﬁac?f
fully encourage gracious fouls to a fi -
uent and faithful performance thercl?e..
not only the promifes of hearing and of,
(wering of the Prayers of his people; Lyl
50, 15, Matt. 7.7. Joh.35.7. Fam. 5 Pf.
any man want wifdom, let bim ask_ of i) S.blf
iveth to all men liberally, and upbrai de:’b tmn't
?

Grace :l_.nd favou
ded with fuch

wnd it fball be given bim but the promife of -

Salvation is made unto it bein
_according to the rules I;I‘Cfcri Eﬁrf“’:{?"d
includes all the virsues of the m:w7 C irq
nant, unto which the promifes are m,?(‘i,c~
Foel 2.32. And it [ball come te pafs, that ,,f 2
. foever (hall call on the Name of the Lord (hal %
[qwd: which intends new Covena #1548
liverance and falvation, Compurcdnt _dc-
Rom. 10. 13, 14 New Covenant fj ;:,lth»
praying peo le ure under the pror&r".“
Salvation ; therefore let all new Cov ol
fpirited people be encouraged to this :13;1}:
anel
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and duty, as one of the moft noble, Son-like

parts of Chriftians obedience, full of {piri-
tual advantage to the foul, as wellas Ho-
nour and Glory to God.

"6, And laftly, I fhall fpeak fomcthing & Lot of
to {ome of the hinderances and difcou- .o qna
‘ragements that Chriftians meet with all difeourage=
fometimes in the performance of this du- ments of
“ty. Pray;r. %

1. Sometimes with {ome perfons, a re- ,-',',,7;,‘;'},_
ceived Principle, that Prayer to God 18 110y pyr apri-
duty,nor oughtnot {o to be performed,but o edge an-
only as a priviledge or hberty, or at moft Iy
if a duty,.yet not to be performed by
Chriftians, without {fome more then ordi-
nary movings thereunto by the Spirit of
Chrift 5 and that without this it is but for-
mal and flethly, é+¢. Andfrom hence they
negleét thisduty.

In anfwer hereunto, and to help the foul
out of this miftake ; confider and ponder
well, 1. That Prayer i3 a duty, and is fre-
quently {o ftated in the Scripture (as hath
been before proved) and ought {o to be
practifed, Mat.7. 8,9, 10. and this noti-

4 ONn runscontrary to and thwart the law of’

the New Covenant, and fo cannot be of
God, and whence then itis you may eafily
judge. ‘

2. [ts a2 Notian never mentioned by
Chrift or his Apoftles in the S'cripmrc;,
who weve frequently exercifed in this work
' acﬁcordmg to time, place,and opportunitys

Lk Cic e
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¢herefore an unferiptural and new founda-
tion, and not of God. : ’

3. The event difcovers 1t whence it is,

intending to make fuch perfons to become
Prayerle(s, and fo by degrees (ifgrace pre-
vent not ) gracelefs perfons, woful experi-
ence hath taught us the _truthof this 'y *jts’
4 temptation that graclous perfons  have
met withall,and have {utfered much of lofs
thereby, on the {piritual account, it being
the Devils defign under any pretence, to
work off fouls from this duty. Yetfourch-
1y, it concerns Chriftians to perform It asa
duty, and in {pirit to0, the duty deftroys
not, nor hinders fpiritual fervice, and in-
deed it c;mnotbc:f)irltuul where 1t 15 not;
serformed to Gocll in confcience as duty;
prayer with and in the (piritis a duey, pray-
ing always in the boly [pirit, and pray without
ceafing, &c. and where it is 1n confcience to
God performed by believers, theholy {pi-
sit is never wauting to doe his office, it we
are faithful to our duty s therefore be ex-
horted to be faithful in your duty, and be
fure you fhall not want the Spirit of Chrift
10 affift you in this or any other fervice of
his. .

2. Others are difcouraged in this dury
from the fenfe of their finfulnels, their cop-
rupt.patures. O faith the foul, I fee fiich a
body of death, {fuch a mafs of corruption
attending me daily, that Tam afraid to pray
org0 go to Godas toa Father; forI fee ini-

quity
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quity cleavesto my beft fervices, and I can-
not pray without fin, and therefore beeeer
notpray atall.. To this[ fay, 1. That its
amercy tohave the true fight and {ence of
fin, with a loathing thereof, and this hath
been and i5 the cafe of the moft holy jufti-
fied perfons in the world, Ran.7.24. O
votchedman that Tam,who ball deliver me from
the body of this death: to be without the fence
of Sin, that 15 the true mifery and moft dan-
gerous condition. L
2. Art (enfibleof thy Sin and Sinful Na-
ture, Mat, Woman, and is that thy burchen
in good earneft 2 Why, then Pray the more,
and cry the more unto God in the name of
Chrift for Pardon, for Power to mortifie
thy fins and finful nature, and be not dif=
couraged becaufe of thy finfulnels ; indeed
if youlike and love thby fins, then tremble,
God will not hear thee, but if you hate and
abhor thy corruptions, and thy felf be-
caufe thereof, then be not dilcouraged, but
g0 to God repentingly and believingly,and
Pray God,in the name ‘of Jefus Chrift, for
pardonand power againft thine iniquitiess
and this know,that if thou wilt not pray till
- thou haft no fin, thou art never like to pray
here in this world, nor wouldft thou have
need o pray hadft thou no fin. Remem'er
the Prophet made this an arpument to
pray the more and more earneft, becaufe
of his fin, Pfal. 25. 11. For thy Name
fake O Lord pardon mine iiquity, for it 1
greaty, CoRis Sueff.

-
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Queft.

Anfw.
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Queft, Why did Chrift Pray then who had

nofin ?
Anfw. 1. Though he had no fin of his

own, yet he was to encounter v‘{lth all the
fins of the world, to bear Ocli"' ins, and to
encounter wich Juftice, an< fatisfie’ that,
uer all the enemics of poor fin=
eath it felf, and therefore no
wonder if he was much inPrayer.
> He was a pattern to us i this matter,
arn of him and find fuppore

that we might Jearn o1 D14 .
for onr fouls in all difficulties by Faithand

ners,

Prayer.,s :
. Want of A, third hinderance in this duty of Pray-

p ions. .
¢zp¥l’fr er 1S, want of wor

ds and expreflions : O
(aith rhe Soul, I want the gift of Prayer,
had 1 words and expreflions as fome
have, [ thould be incouraged in the work
but I want words to exprefs my mind, [ un;
{o weak on that account, that I am difcou-
ragedin the work, &c. .

Anfw. Tothis I (all fay,1. this may come
to pafs through thine own negligence and
fluggifhnefs,) want ofufe is ordinarily at-
cended with debility in any duty or fer-
vice, the Sluggard faith, « Lyon is in the way
Tad fo fictesh ftill, from a fuppofition ok
ditficulty, butup and be doing, and the
Lord will Le with thees this the Lord fore-
faw, the backwardnefs and fluggithnes of
his peoples therefore _huth he given fo
many commands unto it,and promifes to

the ipcouragement of a right performance
there-
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thereof, I fay fet about the work in obedi-

ence to him, and thou fhalt not be withoue
hisafliftance, :

2. Ifthou haft the Spirit of Prayer (as .

that thoy haft in fome meafure, if thou be
a Chriftian in truth, for if any man bave not
the Ipivit of Chrit ke ia none of bis) Then be
not difcouraged though thou haft but
little of the gift of utterance, men may have
the gift without the {pirit,although where-
foever fpirit and gift goes together, it is Yof
choice ufe for theChurch ; yet be not dif-

- couraged, for God accepts his children accor-

ding to what they bave, and not according 1o
what they havemot 5 therefore if thou canft
make known thy wants and weaknefles,
though thy language be not “eloquent, yet
groan it, and cry it out before the Lord
who knoweth the meaning of the Spirit; for where
the fpirit of Chrift is, it will help 10 iy,
Abba Father, and know thatas a Father de-
lighteth more in the frammering and bro-
ken language of his little Child, then in the
moft compofed fpeech ofthe moft excel-
lent Orator; yea, and it may be more then
in the moft accyte language of his own
grown Children ; f5 doth God, the Father
ofall Believers, delight in the Prayers of
his own poor weak Children, coming from
fincere hearts and faith unfeigned. more then
in the moft excellent language of the Hy-
pocrite ov Stranger, and as much as in the
well ordered Prayers of his own more

: grown
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groWn‘and gifted children; therefore bc; t
sot difcouraged in this matter, and if thy
Father fee it beft in thy faithful exercife
of what thou haft, he will give you in-
creafe.

3. It may be thy Father feeth that the
Spirit of Prayer without much of gift is
beft for thee, tO keep thee humble anﬁ low~
ly ; it may be thou wouldft be proud and
ruine thy felf if thou hadft fuch gifts as
fome others have, but he knows what is
beft, and gives (utable to our abilities,
though its true, that abilities to a right
ufe of gifts, are of him likewife,

4. Weare to know, that God gives his
gifts varjoufly and differingly as he plea-
{erh, and that for the ufe and edification of

the Church,for that indeed is the great end ™.

and ufe of gifts, and he never intended to
give to a1l his children gifes for publick
{ervice in the Chucch; are all Prophets, &,
are not,Some aré Prophets ot Spirita~
al, and others are re.putg-:d as 1g}101‘unt, that
is without gift for publick fc-rvxcsz,bu‘t muft
rather learn, 1 €or-14: 27, 38. of W}xlc[\ are
Women in general,and many Men likewife;
therefore be content with what God hath
iven thee.and faithfully improve that,and
in {o doing,thou fhalt not only meet with
acceptation, but (it mdy be) with in-
- creafe. ;
 For there are ways for Ufeand improve- |
ment of Chriftians gifts; though not il
: publick

no, £y
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publick way ona Church account, that js
uiclofed and in family duties, and in pris

vdte with Brethren and Members, Mat. 18.

19, 20. therefore note this by the way.

I. That itis a weaknefs for weak Bre-
thren, that have nota gift of publick ufe
for edification to put themfelves on pub-
lick imployment when it is neither profiti-
ble to the Church, nor honourable to the
Lord. 2, Thatits the Churches weaknefs
to urge Publick Duty on Private Spi-
rits. ‘

A tourth hinderanceand dif couragement,,, xo re.

in Prayer is, may the foul fay, I have pray- surn of

ed often and waited long, but I doe notprayer.

find'that I have any anfwer or return of my
Prayers, but rather the contrary, God feems

" t0 go over all my Prayers,and to work con-

trary to my Prayers, and to write hitter
things againft me ; the more I pray the
worfe it {feems to be, and what thould I do
in this matter ? -

Aufw, 1. In General, ifit be fo indeed,
45 you fuppofe, yet be not difcouraged. it
1S no otherwife then fometimes hath been
the dealings of God with his people for-
merly,as appears by their complaint in this
matter, Pfal. 13. 1, 2. How long wilt thoy
forget me,0 Lovd, for ever? how long wilt thon
bide thy face from me2 how long hall | take coug-
cell in my foul, baving forrow in my heart daily?

- bow long (ball mine enemies be exalted oyer me 2

yet the Propher giveth not off, but prayet!}
il
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3 ftill, ver. 3. Confider and bear O Lordmy God,

Iigzten mine eyes left 2 fleep the fleep of death,

And further the Lord did not only. {fcem to
forget and not hear the Prayers ofhis Ser-
vants, but to beangry W!rth the Prayers of
his people, Pfal.80. 4. 0“"’_’{ God of Hoffs,.
bow long wilt thoi be angry vzzm the pragers of
thy people 2 See ver. 5. 6. and ver, 7. 14, He
continueth: Praying (till, Turn ws ggain, 0
Ged of Hofts, look down from Eeaven and vifis
this Vine, &c. fo that if the cafe be thus yer,
be not difcouraged, but pray fiill and fajng
not, the Lord proveth the faith -,md pati-
ence of his People, for be bath not ‘[aid 1o the
Houfe of Facob, feek ye me in vain; and remem-
ber that it isa note of a gracele(s erfon to
give ofi, and to fay, it is in vain to ferve the
Lord, and what profit i it that we bave walked
mournfully before bim , Mal. 3. 14, Bue ¢
often comes to pafs, that God doth not gp-
{wer the Prayers pfhls people from feveral
juft grounds which [ fhall endeavour to
-fhew as followeth. -

Grounds of Y. Itmay be thou Prayeft for that which

Gods ot God will not give, or for that which he .

anfwering  hath not promifed,or at leaft not prothifed
Prayer.  itinthe way, and ac the time that thoy
wouldft haveit; fo did Mofes that fervane
ofGod pray for that which God would not
give him, and then itis in vain to pray a-
gainft the will of God; fee this i Deyr,
3.23, 26, Mofes befought the Lord that he
migit not die, but that he might live and

£0
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Ch.22: Of - Prayer.

%o 80 the goodly Land 3 but God kad de-
1gned the contrary,and would not anfwer
p ‘rayer, ver. 26. The Lord was wrath with
me for yory [akesy and would uot bear me, and the
Lord faid unto me, let it fuffice thee, [peak. 10
More to me of this matter; &c. So that when
the people of God ask of him things that
he will siot give them, but hath determi-
ned the contrary, its in vain then to ask,
fee the like, Fer.7.16. Praynor. thou for thia

- People , meither lift up - cry nor . Prayer for

them, neitber make Intercefion mor Prayer for
them, for I will not bear thee, - :
Or fecondly, if thy Prayer be right inall

_ things in thismatter, he may anf{wer thee

and thou not know it.  For 1. God does
not always anfwer thePrayers of his people
in the fame things they pray for, and yeg
anfwer them in that which. is equivalene,
that isas good and better then that which
they prayed for, for God knoweth what is
good,and giveth the beft goodto his peo-
Ple. Thus Mofes prayed, Exod. 33: 18,
Lord 1 befeech thee frew we thy Glory 5 he asked
too much ofGod, not too much for God
to grant,but too much for Mofes to receives
if he thould have had his defire, it would
have killed him, ver. 20. And be Jaid they
canft not fee my face, for theve fhall 10 man fea
me and Live. Bur God anfwered him in

that which was better for him in his pre-

fent capacity, that is,the fight of his good-
nefs which thould f{uffice him till he was

. capaci=




capacitated to fee his glorvy, Ex:34. 6, 7,
So likewi{e Paul, 2 Cor. 12,7, 8,9, he pray -
ed thrice to be rid of' the'Thorn in. the Flegh
the meffenger of Satan that buffeted bim,-and
the Lord anfwered him' not in the very
thing, but in that. which was as good and
betser, My Grace # fufficient for- thee, ny
strength foall be perfecied in weakefs ; and this
the Apoitle took for a good and full ap-
Gwer, moft gladly will 7 tbereﬁ"f" glovy in mine
infirmities, that the power of Chrift may veft upey
me, &c. So it may be thou haft prayed o-
ver and over, again and again, to pe delive-
red from aflli&ions and  perfecutions, and
yet they increafe daily, and thou thinkefy
God hath not heard thee,  butif he afy re
thee that his Grace thall be fufficienc ¢
bear thee up under all that he hath done,
and will blefs thee with /irfar;gtb i thy Soul:
thit is enough ‘anda gracious anfwer, and
¢iat he will deliver in his timve, for this he
hath pron\i(ﬁd yitmay be thou haft been.
wreftling and pray ing againft thy corrup-
tions of nature, and crying out as the Apo-
{tle, O wretched man that T ants who ‘will del;.
verme 2 And when fhall I be delivered, 8.;
and yet canft not be rid of them, but fome
of thefe Canaanites do ftill remain, and g5
thou thinkeft that God does not hear thee;
bitifhe lead thee thereby, the more to ]e-’-'
fius Chrift;to fee the need thou haft of him

and the falvation that is in him keeping “l;

‘the warfare fiill, and keeping humbla iy

the

of I’mjer. i Ch.25+
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the fenfe thereof; believing the (uI‘l delive-
ring in the end; it isa gracious anfwer thae
will fill the foul with joy, Rem. 7. 25.
Thanks be unto God through Fefus Chrift my
Lord, T he like may be faid in many other
cafes, Chriftians may feek good things of
God, and he may anfwer them in other
things, even crofs 10 expedtation, yet beft
for them ; they may feek Riches, and he
may give them Poverty ; they may feek
profperity,and he may give them adverfi-
ty 5 they may {eek life, and he may give
themdeathy and yet give them that which
is good and beft for them. - _

Or thirdly,It may be thou hait net pray-

in a right manner, which is {0 neceffary
a requifite in Prayer ' (as hath been before -
thewed) as that witholit it we may not ex-
pedt any anfwer from God, thas is, to pray
with the fpirit underftandingly, believing-
ly, humbly, &c. but in thine own (pirit, if
net in thine own name, and then no won-
der ifthou haft no. return of thy Prayers
from God, for he regardeth the manneras
well'as the matter of the prayers of his
people, hewill be foughe in the due man-
nér, or elfe he will freprove and crefs his
People in'the fervice ; 1 Chron. 15. 13, The
Lord our Godmade a breach for that we foughs
hith nat after the due erder. God hath re-
fped to mannerand order, in all his wor-
thip, and when his people mifs therein, he
willmeet with them in way of rcproof.,

Or
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Or 4ly, it may be thou haft had wrong
ends inthy Prayers, and that hath hinders
ed thy {uccefs 5 there are two great ends
to be fought in our Prayers, that is, the
Glory of God, and the good of our felves,
and others 3 and if thou mifs in the end of
fecking, thou miffeft ofall, it may be thoy
haft prayed for Conqueft over: thy: Lufts
for the increafe of the gifts and Graces o;f
Chrift, that thou mayeft be accounted
fome body in Profeffion, gifts of Miniftry,
that thou maieft be Efteemed and have 3
Name, &v. if God give them, 1t will -be to
thy wrong s this is minded, Fam. 4. 3. Te
ask and receive not, becaufe ye ask. amifs, to be-
[row it upon your luts. God fees that your
defires ‘granted would ruine you ; ‘you
sray for deliverance from Affli®tion, no¢
that you may glorifie God, but that yoy
may live at eafe, a_nd foe no forrow; you
pray for worldly injoyments, when (per~
haps you have enough before, and more
then you do well ufe forthe Glery of God)
to beftow it upon your lufts, like I[rael of
old, Pfal. 78. 18. who ever thus mifles iy
their ends in praying, muft expedt to mifg
of obtaining, or elfe if they have their. de-
fire it will be to thcir_fpxrltual lofs and

dammiages he granted his peoples defires,
when they #ked meat for their ufts, but be. fent
feannefs into their f{)u!s. I am afraid  thag
there are many rich Chriftians that are
grown fat and richiin the World, but are

grown
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grown lean in their Souls, and others like
the Church of Corinth grow rich in glftsg
but poorin Grace, that he could not write
to them us to fpiritualybutas to carulal, even
@ 80 Babes in Chrift;and notwithftanding al
their gifts had need to be inftrudted in that
excellent vertue and way of love; O all ye
Churches and = Minifters, .remembcr this,
Gifts without grace to aright ufe thereof,
is but like to a Jewel of Gold in a Swines
Snout.
Fifth and Finally, or elfe fin may be the
caufe why God doth not hear and anfwer
your Prayers; Men Pray and Sin, and Sin
and Pray, and wonder why God doth not
hear them; but if men allow themfelves. in
fin, God will not hear them. I intend not
the common infirmities of nature, watched.
over and warred againft by the Saints, thae
fhall not hinder their Prayers ; Fam.s. 17.
but: fins lived in and owned, unrepented
of, furely God will not here fuch, Pfal. 66.
18 If Ivegard-iniquity in mine heart, God will
not bear me 5 it is the iniquity of the heart
and hands that makes a [eparation between God
and the Soul, P(3l. 49. 5. Why hould I be afraid
of evil, when the iniquity of my heels do compafs
me about. It is not the iniquity ofour heels
that fhould make us afraid, but the iniqui-
ties of our hands 3 the iniquities of our
hieels are ichas we thanand run from fuch
as we hate and war againft ; but the iniqui-
ties of our hearts and hands are fuchas we
: Dd love,
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plead for it, that is the. imiquity thac will
ftop’ your Prayers, and the influence of
Gods Grace ‘to ‘your. Souls ;éfa. SR Foh
* They complained they had fafted and pray--
ed. and fought God, but he, did not hear,
nor take notice of chem ; the caufe fee, cb.
e i T Bebold the Lovds _b:znd wnot fhorired
shat it cannor fave,: por bis ‘earbeavy tha it
caniot hear, but your iquities haue feparaved
between, you and your God, and your fins baye bid:
his face from you that be will tlot bear. Q s
fi “and iniquity ' that puts 4 ffop to ‘our
Prayers, and’ catifeth ' God to kide bis fuce
shat be will mop bear , and this the Church
was fenfiblé of 3 and O that we were more
{enfiblé then we are, Miche7: 9. I will beay
she indignation of the Lord, 'bltmufe'lbam finned
againtt bim, &c. Iffouls OTCE COME to be
fenfible of fin,” that 1t'1s ic caufe of af
fi&ion, dnd-of Gods indignation again
his own people, and hinders the preva-
lency of their Prayers? they would ‘cer-
e out the fins” whicht are the

tainly fearch ;
Caufc{ “and humble themfelves, and turp

from their .‘ihiquities , and ;P.atientlj 'tp
wait and béar till he_tum ‘to. them' in
mercy~""; i 17 3

Queft.

narly cauferh Godto pafs ‘ovérlthe pray-:
ers of his people, and torefufe to hear,
bur racher to afffict them?

Anfr. 1. Allfins of the heart and hands

have

Ch.2 2
love, follow after, catch it,and hold it faft,
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have the fame effeé, but I (hall mention
fome more remarkable fins, for which the
people of God hath' been afﬂiﬂed; ?"d o 5
gainft which he 'hath mamfcﬁed his dif
pleafure. A A

1. That finof Covetoufhe(s and world:
ly mindednefs, the €common bait by which
the Devil deceiveth fouls; that' Iteals a-
way the hearts of Chtiftians - ¢ if "Grace
prevent not) to theirfpiritual and effedtu~
al ruine, or atbeft to'their greatolofs on
the fpiritual account; and oft timeés on'the
outward ‘account: likewife ' fropping qnd
hindering their prayers , and =drawing
down’ Judgment ' both ‘upon :themfelves.
and others. Ifai 57.17. For the'iniquity. of
his coveroufue[s wa' I sprath, and finote bil,
L bid my face and’ was-wrath, and be went o
frowardly in' the way of bis own | beart, &c." @
that' we had not catifeto (ay, that this inis
quity prevails at' this day s’ and though
God finites and fimites ar this inignity, as
1s evident by the matiner of his finiting;
yet whether he ‘hath 'not caufe’ to fay; be
went on f_romardly ithe way of bis own ‘hears.
O who i it thi veforms and returns to
hinv that {miteth; but rather quarrel at the:
rod, and cry out for deliverance, bue
keep faft the fin that is  the caufe there-
of 3 furely’ God will make us fiek withp
fmiting before he hath done, if there be 1o
reformation; i

2. Pride is another crying abomination;
dz for
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for which God hath a controverfie with his
people, felf conceit, pride ofheart, pride
in Apparel, pride ofriches ; O this dam-

nable hell born fin, is like to prove the .

ruine of multitudes, for its followed ‘after
and plcadcd for, rufhing into the new in-
vented and devifed fathions, to_the difho-
nour of God, and fhame of Religion, and
undoing of poor fouls 3 the Lord may
juftly for thefe things complain as of his
people of old 3 Hof. 5. 5. The Pride of Ifr ge)
dosb teflifie 8o their faces and he isat work
with his people at this day for thefe abo-
inatione.
m](n)athac Profeffors: in the City of Lenden
would lay. thefe things to heare, from
whence prophanenefs . n, this  matrer is
come forth into all the nation ; Pride wys
Sodam fin, and likewife the fin of {pirityal
Sodom and Higypt: Rev. 18 ¥2,13. & 17. 4,
Let all the: Sons and. Daughters of Sion,
gremble inthe thoughts of living in the
cadtife of Sodoms abominations ; and o),
the contrary, be ye Clodth_cd with bumillity
that is, let all your carriages and behayi.
ours, youn words and works, Your geftyre
and apparel, thew forth humility, and proye
the Lord if he bath not & bleffing in fore for o,
3. Lofs of firft love both to God and
one to another, and lofs of zeal for Ged
bis name and truthin the earth ; this is jr
for which God hath a controverfie with
his people,and will not hear them cry,they

nhever
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never {o loud, and make they neverfo ma-
ny prayers, Rev. 2.4, 5. Thou hast lofk thy

firfE love, vemember from whence thou art faln

andrepent, and do thy firft works, or elfe I will
come unto thee quickly, andremove thy Candle-
dlick oup of bis place, except you vepent ; it iS
repentance God expetts, before he will

- hear and anfwer our prayers, for it is thefe

and the like fins that doth hinder the pre-
vailing of our prayers, that they can have
no enterance at the throne of Grace. See
thefe fins more fully defcribed chap.29.




