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i T H E 

t ^ p i f t l e t o t h e R e a d e r . 

T HE Author of the fa Sermons is well 
known in this City and Nation^ as 

^'fo in Foreign Conntreys-^ in n'hich Places 
^" has been infiruniental of doing much good 
^0 Sonls^ and planting fiveral Churches, 
'(here be many can call him Father^ who 
were begotten under his Mimpry ^ and are 
blejfmg God, that ever they faw his F,ice, 
<i»d heard his Foicc : Great iVorl has been 
d'lrie ( e ven in this City ) by him ^ hut now 
(jod has affliBed him, and we fear will 
(^a!l him home, he has had great and lon£ 
Work for Patience, of which he hath had a 
gyeat meafure ; he has been iiniet under the 
apd^ eyeing the Hand of God in all his Tri' 

: He has look'd more to Gods hand, and 
deftgn in Suffering him fa greatly to he ajfi-
ihd, than at the Rage of Satan, and the 
Aiaiice of Men, who have been the Infiru-' 
ments of great Part of his Trials. 

This Servant of God bath been fiijfcicnt-
iy jiidg'd, and condemned by many, though 
/ am fatisfied nnjujlly. But it is not whom 
•^'^an condemns that is condetnned^ bet fitch 
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T h e E p i f t l e t o the Reader. 
• whom God condemns: Our dear Lord Jcfus 

tells Hs^ Matth. 5. 9, 10. That blcfled are 
they that fufFer Perfecution for Righte-
oufnefs fake, and have all manner of evil 
fpoken againft them falfly for his fake: 
For tlieir's is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
It is no matter what we fiiff 'cr here from Mtn^ 
fo it befal/lj, and for Chrijls fake ; for the 
Kingdom and Crown of Heaven is weij^hty 
enoii,' h to make amends for all. The Crofs is 
the n ay to the Crown, for they that fuffer 
with, and for Chrijl here, /hall reign with 
him hereafter in Glory, Rom.-^ 17, 

'Tts fid to hear how he hath been reproach­
ed, though there are ma>y know it is mjitjl-

'"/Vy and have cleared him ; but none like to 
that I'ejlimony which now on his Sick-bed^ he 
declares, he has in his own Confcience. 
Who can ft ami before. Envy ? 

Reader, I (hall detain thee no longer from 
what follows^ hut dcfire that God may bkfs 
it., a!'d make it of great and good Vfe, to 
thy Sod, 

I Subfcribe my Self, your 
Servant for Jcfns laJce. 

bcr,2.i699. 
N.Wyles. 



( I ) 

A D i f c o u r f e o f t h e N a ­

t u r e a n d E x c e l l e n c y o f t h e 

G r a c e o f Pa t i ence . 

S E R M O N I -

. . J A M : E S I . i v. 

But let 'Patkfice fiave her perfel^ Worl;^ -
that ye may he perfeU and entire, 
Kvanting nothing. 

" ^ H E 'jem, for their Unbelief and 
great Siii, wereeKpell'd their 

. — » - own Country and Scattered a-
"foad on the Earth- and the' God miE'̂ ht 
nave rcveal'd the Gofpel utico fome of 
each Tribe to the working Faith in them, 
K t thcie were not exempted from their 
iribuiations and Temptations: But God 

lai ering ^j^^i^ . ^^nefit, the A -
poitle "SamQs writes this Epiftle, for their 

fup-



C O 
. fupport and dircaion 5 and begins, ver. 3. 
and excites them rather to^rejoyce, than 
mourn,cven when they fall into manifold 

divers Tvnpuitiom, "^^ . ^ ^ L - ^ f f o ^ 
'nn<i arc Afii if t ions: And Altiiciions,ior ^ 
the prefent ^^rc not joyous but grle^^ous ^ 
bu S tending, to t l ^ X S e l ^ f 
the peaceable Fruits of R^trteoutnels as 
ordered by the Finger ofDivme W i f -
domand Goodnefs arc grounds of Joy : 
S that turning our eyes from the prefent 
I c e and cc" nta things looking 
to the event and end of thera, and the de-
fig„ of God herein, there is a_^ftrong 
fomKlation o^oy and comfort, unto the 
Chriftian exercis'd herewith, 
fo the Apofble here rendering his Reafon 
for this Exhortation, faith w r . 3. Kr,orv~ 
Z this, that the trial of jonr FaHh mrkcth 
jiuenel You may rejoice under pi . 
rent Temptation with good r c a i o n , i . 
Becaufe they prove and try your Graces^ 
Faith in particular. 2 . f^^th ^cing p i t 
into lively Exercife, produceth Paticn;.c, 
which is a Grace fettling and qmoung 
iheHdart, under trouble, and indi;cd, it 
this be attaiu'd under trouble,^ tis a:, 
rood as prefent deliverance outof T i o u 
hie- for there is li t t le difference ' twiy-

' L''i"ih 



• C 3 ) , . 
ttiefe. Whether my Back be flrerigthcal' 
ed to my Burden, or the Burden taken 
o f f f r o m myBack •, but the Back fhould 

throughly ftrenthened. So here in my 
text. But let patience have her pcrfeff mrk, 
that ye may he pcrfcB and entire, wanting 
nothing. Wherein you have two princi­
pal Parts; i . The Exhortation, But, Let^ 
&c. 1. The reafon thereof, That ye, 

&c. Whence take this Obfer/a-
t ion. 

Dof t , That every Believer ought to la­
bour after the perfc&ing of the CYfict 
of Patience. 

In fpcaking to this Tru th , I propofe 
this Method, to fliew you, 

1. When Patience hath her perfca 
Work , &c. 

2. Make the ufeful Application. 

I . When hath Patience her pcrfeft 
W o r k ? 

Sol. When the Heart of a Chrifliaa 
quietly refigning it felf up to God, doth 
couragioully bear up, hold on, and hoid 
^}-, to the end of his Tryals and A f f l i -
aions, without Murmuring and I lepi-
« i n s , &c. This Defcription, hath di^ 



vers Farts, and I fhall, God willing, ̂ P^^^ 
l o each of them, and the perfedl W o r k 

f ' ¥ l ? e refigning the Heart up to God 
T l k lnvvotf \ Man to be a renewed 
This wppof" Vn hie; nnreaenerate State 
Man M ^ ! \ ' ^ ^ ' r . f d averfe to him, is at enmity with qod,and averie ^ , 

and while he ^n^^'"^ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^ f ^ ' i ^ o t 
ing upon Godf f ? Concern-
L i ; f m S i r r r w i t h t ; : r d S p ^ ^ 
S f ' £ r who wi l l voluntarily yield up 
S A.if Jo his fuppoftd Enemy, from 

^ ran expeft no Smile, but 
^hom he ca« gP^^., , , fafcty, but 
Frowns ; not I relcrv.v j ,̂ ^enc 
Dcftrua.on and Ruin tis i 

r / ^ ^ ' o f r E ^ m y V therefor the 
J o l d ^ f T M a S T i U a n d C c ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

concucu lu im oVi-iend that-hath 
: j ^ n ^ ^ ! i ^ - ^ a n d S ; ^ t o d o h i m 
food For the' a Man be my Fnend 
vc t i f i have not his Word to proteft me, 
f have ot alTurance of his Froteflion 
ho' his Friendfhip be fomc grouiK^ of 

Lope it is not^a fure ground of ConR-
Se,Ke,unkfs lhave his Word'-, and i f 
Sc be my Friend, and I have his Word^ 



C 5 ) 
yet he being a Creature, fubJeO; to 

J Change, may, upon Secondary Conlide-
Ui ration , fee caufe to Change his Mind •, or 

elfe, for want of Abi l i ty , and Power to 
C^' help me ^ gives me )ufl: caufe to doubt 

of, and fufpeft Help from_ him ; the 
'5(at2 Confideration hereof, Strikes oft the 
M Hand from laying hold on fuch a Hclp-
/ cr in time of Dillrefs.- Now then, 

I not i t is plain, that a Man muft apprehend 
.cfi' God to be his Friend, and one willmg 
i/r to protea him •, yea one that hath pro-
lilp mifcd to do him good, and is Faithtul, I m -
f/̂  mutable, and able to fave lum to the ut-
bot termofl: before I freely refign my felt 

up to him, and his Conduft •, and, i n -
deed, this fuppofes a Man not only to 

tliS have Grace, but a Confiderable degree 
til'' and meafure thereof. For weak Chr i f t i -

ans have Grace, tho' they are often ful l 
c of Doubts and Wavering ; and where 
i'r there are thefe Staggetings and Doubt-
il" ings • the Soul doth not fully t ru f l i n , 

and fettle himfelf upon Divine Conduc'^i 
fo that a Man is a thriving Chriflian, and 
growing up to the Stature of Chr i f l , 

Hi that hath attain'd to this, &c. And this 
01 brings me to the fecond part of this 
fi' Delcription, 

The quiet refignation of the Heart. 
- ^ B 3 A 



( ^ ) 
A Pcrfon bewrays hisaverfncfs to God, 
that dotli not freely and quietly yield to 
his Condufl:, but is rather forc'd and 
confcrain'd thereunto by fome occurring 
Providences rather than his own Choice ; 
this is like a Perfons yielding himfelf i n ­
to the Hand of his Enemy, becaufc he 
is compell'd hereunto by the force of his 
Arms; this Aippoies a Man to be a 
Stranger to God, and unacquainted with 
him, being dcftitute of any true W o r k 
of Grace, and yet fuch a one is yet un­
der the Law, and in a legal Spiri t ; not 
'voluntarily yielding to and calling upoa 
God, but conftrain'd fo to do by Rca-
fon of his prefent Burdens; Hof'^. 15. 
Jn their yimaio», they will feek me early .-
A Gofpel Ft inciple enclines a Perfon to 
t r u f l in God, f iom a Love and A f f e f t i -
on to h im; and not to yield and cry to 
him from a Principle of legal and llavifh 
Fear, as a Malefaftor yields and cries to 
the judge that pronounces Sentence of 
Death upon him ; a Believer hath an i n -
tereft in God through Chrif t , as a Child 
hath in his Father; and therefore refigns 
up himfelf to God as to his compalfi-
ouate Father, v/ith a filial Obedience and 
Obfervance, and as one that is oblig'd 
by rcafon of the near Relation to protect 

him. 



him, take care of h im, and make pro-
vifion for him-, for the Parents are to 
lay np for, and provide for their Chil- . 

'\i dren^ therefore he that cries and yields 
V i i out of flavilb Fear, doth i t not out o f 
ycti Love to God, but from a regard to and 
'0>l^' Love of himfelf i but he that yields frora 
i ' f , aGofpel Pt-inciple, dcth i tou t of a t i l i -
1>" al Fear and Love^ and fo without difor-

cler, quietly religns himfelf, as appre-
j # bending God to have an unchangeable 
,l/i)i> Love to him, <b'c. And this brings me 

to the next ( •viz..") the . 
T h i r d Branch of this Defcription, 

p''^ .viz. Bearing up againft the Billows ot 
Oppofition and AlRiftion. 'T is no hard 

i5' matter to be quiet and p a t i e n t w h e n 
f i n Peace and without Trouble-, for a 
t" Man to have a competent Satisfaftion, 

5'' while all things run fmoothly, and ac-
cording to his Hearts-defire •, while a 

ii" Man fits under his own Vine and Fig-
i^. tree, while the Clufters hang thereon ^ 
'̂ to Sail delightfully in a Calm and fmooth 

" j Sea, to be fatisfy'd when he abounds 
with this Worlds good; and contented 
when none oppofe him, and fcek his 

''j huvt; to have a multitude of Potent 
I ' Friends, and but a fewvimpotent Adver-

faries-, for fuch a one to be patient ar-
^ B 4 gucs 



( 8 ) 
gucs not that he hath Grace, but tliat he 
is i l l his Fools Paradifc, fettled upon the 
Lees of carnal Comforts, according to 
his fenfual Wifl ies; but Jet God I t r ip 
him of thefe, his Heart, like Nabals^ wi l l 

. Die within-him, he hath lofl: his Heaven,, 
and drops down into his Hell. But 
when outward Peace is taken away f rom. 
a Man, that he cannot turn himfelf to 
the right Fland or the left, but beholds 
himfelf encompaflld with Trouble and 
black Clouds of darkncfs, when all thmgs 
run aukardly and contrary to his carnal 

^ E.XDeaations, and is fruftrated and dif-
appointed in all his Attempts and De-
ilgns; for a Man then to bear up, ar­
gues him to be a gracious Perfon, aud 
one that hath rcfign'd himfelf up to God 
and his Conduft, and when he hath his 
outward Comforts, Enjoyments, and 
necefHiry Supplies taken from him, and 
he is changed from a plentiful and prof-
perous to a poor and mean Condition, 
and Eftate in the Wor ld , and is con-
ftrain'd to be beholden to them, that 
have been as his Servants feeding at his 
Table •, now to be quiet and not chang'd; 
in his Temper, although his Condition 
be thus chang'd, argues Truth of Grace; 
vca, when a Mans former Friends are" 



metamorphos'd into Adverfaries: Yea, 
0^ intimate Friends into open Enemies, and 
^j)!*' them that lie laid in his Bofom feck to 
'j„|(̂  tear out his Hearr, and ruin him in his 
j M Name and Reputation in the Worlds 
J ivill and when he has given them no f r o v o -
,Jft'U> cation fo to do, and he hath not a few, 
• p. hut a multitude of Enemies, and them 
((oH^ Potent and Strong, havinggreat Advan-
f tf tagcs to injure him, and' but a very f t w 
,olJs weak and impotent Friends, that though 
[̂1(1 they have a W i l l , yet have not.Power 

iP̂S and Abil i ty to help and fupport him ^ 
fpsl no not fo much as Skill and judgm.cntto 
Jif' Coimrel and Diref t .him in his Extvemi-
y : I fay, for f ich a one to endure all 
af • this c^uietly, withouttoirmg and flinging 
îjd ' in his Spirit, argues him patient^ and 

not only to have Truth of Grace, but 
jiis Strength of Grace ̂ HTurcly he that bears 

up againft all thefe Billows of Oppofl-
iid tion, Trouble and Afflidtion, itnift be a 
of- growing Chriltian, and one that hath 

Evcrlafting Arms underneath to fup-
1' port • for when Creature-Comforts are 
iC taken from him, he would fink, had he 
i5 no Refuge to fly unto in this his dii lref-
'd fi^d Condition ^ fuch one is like-minded 
,;i with the Prophet, [lab. 3. 1 7. Although 

the Fi^-trce Jhall not blojfom^ neither Jhall 
B 5 Frnit 



( 1 0 ) 
Frith he in the Fines, the Labour of the 
Olive Jhall fail, and the Fields fhall yield 
no Meat^ the Flock /hall be cut off from 
the Fold, and there /hall be no Herd in the 
Stalls, yet 1 roill rejoyce in the Lord, I ivill 
Joy in the God of my Salvation, &c. This 
leads me to the 
. Fourth Branch. Couragiouily, bear­
ing up. T o bear up againft the Billows 
of Affl if t ion indeed argues Grace; but 
to bear up with Courage, and an un­
daunted Spirit argues a higher Degree 
of Grace; fome Chriftians make a fhifc 
jufl: to hold up their Heads when cncom-
palfed about with many Troubles, this 
declares a meafiire of Faith ; but when 
they are kept from fainting Fits under 
thcfe Weights and Preffiires, this fhcws 
their Faith, to be ftrong. Men may 
move foftly with a heavy Burden on their 
•Shoulders, but when they walk briskly 
with a mighty Burden, furcly their Backs 
are ftrong and their Spirits lively. T o 
bear the Crofs of Chriflr, argues the 
Tru th of Grace, but undauntedly to 
<fudure any Suffering for Chrif t , yea to 
tejoyce in Tribulation, declares a Man 
iiath a high degree of Grace, that he 
hath not only Faith, but Itrong Faith"; 
,he doth not only Love Chrift , but 

greatly 



greatly Loves C h r i f t ; he that doth rac 
a Kindnefs is certainly Friendly, but he 
that joyfully does me good is the more 
hearty Friend; under great Affliftions 
to be found in our Duty, is a iign of 
Sincerity, but chearfully to ferve the 
Lord then, as- in a Day of Profperity, 
declares that the Service of God is our 
Delight; and to fervc him with_ more 
Courage and Conllancy of mind in the 
Hour of Temptation, fliews that Advcr-
fity fuits us better than. Profperity : And 
i f God may have move Glory by our A f -
fli^\ion, we (hould take heed how we 
Pray for the removal of it for 'tis hard­
ly confiftent with Grace, to dcfirc our 
own cafe more than Gods Glory, and 
he that bears up thus couragioufly is fa-
tisfyM God is glorify'd by his Afliiftions, 
and his Heart made better : Hence i t is, 
that he chearfully holds up, befides he 
hath Apprehcnfion of Gods fpecial Pre-
f^nce, and his fopporting Grace, &<;, 
This brings me to the next Thing, 

Fifthly, The Work of' Patience ap­
pears when a Chriftian not only holds 
|iis Own, but pafles on in the Day of 
Tjouble. Covii-agioufly to bear up and 
l^^ep our Ground, when a Troop of 
Temptations oppofc us, .declares ws 

ftroiig 



C 12 ) 
ilroiig Combatants for Chr i f t ; but 
j)ars on and nifh through the Army of 
Temptations and Troubles, and to gam 
Ground and Advantage to our Souls 
thereby, argues to be more than Cora-' 
batants: Yea, not be fway'd by them ot 
overcome, but without receivmg a fod,. 
to prefs forward in our Faith and Obe­
dience, argues us, To be more than Con- .^ 
merors, through Chrijl that loved us Rom.^ 
8. 37. This ftiews not only that our 
Temptations are too weak for our Gra- ' 

• CCS, but that our Graces arc abundantly 
too ftrong for them; and is a moft clear 

• Evidence of onr Intereft m Chnft .• For 
fmall Temptations at a glance, fway and 
overcome a carnal Heart, yea and 
fometimes fo i l a weak Chriftian, but 
when we meet p o - r f u l Temptations, 
•and not only are not fo i l d,but not ftag-
ijered, yea not ftopt in our Courle ot 
Faith and Obedience ; this declares us 
to be ftrong Ghriftians, and endu d with 
Patience, &c. But, 

6 Holding out to the end of our 
Affliftions and Temptations ; Patience 

;hath not her perfeft W o r k , akho we 
bear up, bear up couragiouOy, hold on 

'for a Time, unlefs we hold out to the 
I'-^indwe gain aot the Honour of V i ^ o r y , 

.3 w 



u i f we faint in the height of the Battel • 
t ;.^^either fcall we arrive at our Home i t ' 

^ \ f Z ^ ^""^ the mid-way, the Honour of 
^ " X ^^^"^ P̂**"̂  of the Day is l o f l , i f we 

! r vanquilh'd in the after part. He 
CTidwES to the end (hall be faved, 

• A ' V ^ ' ^ ' ' ° ' '^•^^^^ ^ excccding-
i L - ^ y pi'ovok.'d,'and urg'd to bear i t , with-
^ (i^^^ Heart-rilings -againft his Enemies, 
* i,,,;:?̂ ;S"es his Patience for the prefent, but , 

oii' ^ higlier Provocations, to fiy out into I 
it ,j;;:l^Patience and unfeemly Motions, / 

fif P^^wes, and Words; fhews Patience 
V r^^^ her perfed Work in that Man. 
V '̂' I endure the Chafi:enings of the 
jj,icl a time; yet i f after a long con-
A .̂ "̂̂ l̂̂ "ce of Stripes we become difcontcnt, 
\i J atiencc hath not her perfed W o r k : 
rtH'r I - " * ^ ' continuance in well doing, dif-

f.'"S"ilhcs usfrom Temporary Chriltians-
of 10 contmumg patient to the end of our 

' J noubles, gives us a right to that Ho-
5,̂ 1,. nourable Ti t le of Patient Men, 
' 7-, Without Murmuring or Repinin^. 
piir ^pat ient Man is quiet and Hill , and 
iice J. '̂̂ 'f'̂ ''! under the (harpcft Strokes that 
,Ye '̂'ys upon h i m : As conlidering 

^jod doth no Unrightcoufncfs; neither 
'^i''^i-eth the leaft Trouble to befal his 

Oil 

», own 
People J but therein he propofcth-his 



( H ) 
own Glory and their benefit, and this 
malteshim quiet and ftill under the Rod ^ 
a carnal Man only confidcrs the Strokes, 
not the end of Gods ftriking; and fo 
Frets, and Fumes, and Blafphemes, bc-
^caiife of his Pains. A Child through 
Ignorance repines aud takes on griev-
oufly, when the Potion opperates, that 
was Admiaiftered, for the purging a-
way the-'GorruptHumorsof the Body : i 
Which a grown Perfon of fenfe and • 
judgment indures i t contentedly as con- ' 
fidering the Benefit he may receive there- i 
by in the End, tho' for the prefent 'tis 
mt "over pleafing. Sanftificd Reafon, 

. teaches not only to bear Afflit^tons, but ' 
quietly to bear them to rcpme, fhcws '> 
the Diffatisfaaion of the Mind ; and re- ' 
proches God ; at Icaft charging Him " 
wi th Unkindaefs and want of Bowels; J 
when indeed 'tis the Kiudnefs and Love ^ 
of God, that occafions our Affiiftions. v 
J fa. 27. 9. By this Jhall the Iniquity of " 
Jacob be purged. And this is all the Fntit ' 
'to take amy his Sin •, tho' the Sin of a \ 
Believer cannot plunge him into Hell ; 
yet i t procures to many, Chaflenings 
here, and leilens the weight oif his Crown *! 
hereafter : And therefore God afflids, ' 
to prevent a greater AfRi^lion. , His do-



( 15 ) 
% n in fufFering prefent Troubles, is 
to take us from our prefent, and prevent 
™turcand worfer Sins and Sorrows. 
^od fees how bad we would be •, and 
the Miferics we Ihould plung our felves 
in to , i f he did not ufe this Method •, and 
to repine and murmur at his Kindnefs 
3nd Goodnefs, fiicws the lit t le Acquain­
tance we have with him , orLove to him ; 
5^erefore, tho' we indure Affliction , 
Trouble, and Oppofit ion; yet i f we be, 
^ i t h an unwilling willingnefs, and wi th 
3n uneafmefs in our Spirits , we bring 
lit t le or no Glory to God in our Adver-
^'ty and as the weaknefs of our Grace is 
evident, fo our Comfort i? final], or none' 
•̂ t all • the Pfalmift faith, Thy Rod and 
Thy Staff Comfort me; yea tho' J walk 
through the Kalley of the jhadow of Death I 
rvill fear no evil , for thou art nith me, 
i ' lal. 23. 4. When a Chriftian coniiders 
^ a t tho' he is. involv'd in Trouble and 
1 eraptations, yet the Lord, in a way of 

J-ovenant Love and Mercy,is with him • 
this keeps up his Spirits from Swooning' 
j^nd his Heart from murmuring: God 
nath promifed,to be wi th his People in 
tiieir Troubles, i n their increaiui? 
A' oubles, Job 5.19 He (hall deliver th^e 

Troubles, yea in fcven iktre f})all 

no 



( i 6 ) 
m Evil touch thee. God delivers his 
People in their Troubles, he doth not 
fay out of them ( tho ' that is a T ru th , ) 
but he fupports us under them ; his Eye 
is upon us in every Trouble, and Ins 
Hand ftrctchcd out, to hold us up, in fix 
or fcven ; When one Trouble, falls on 
the back of another; and his Dcfign is, 
that none of them lhall do us any hurt. 
There ihall no evil touch thee _ ^ here is 
no Sting, no Poifon, no Curfe in the A f -
fliaions of the Lords People : 1 ho' 
there h a prefent Pain, 'tis for thy pre-
fent and will produce a future Advan­
tage- When this is ferioufly conlidered, 
7he poor hath Hope , and Jmqnity Jloppcth 
L Mo.th, job ^.6. I f the Corre&onsof 
the Lord, do his People no harm, yea on 
the contrary, are much for their Advan­
tage, and do them much good •, then 
murmuring and repining, under our 
Troubles, is a great Evil. But, Behold, 
happy is the Man whom God Cone[ieth 
th refo>-c defpife not thou the chajling of the 
Almighty, job 5. 17. God manitelfing 
a Fatherly Love in thefe Correftions, for 
tlie reclaiming, and the recovery of his 
People , to make their Hearts better, and 
,pi t vent their greater offences and fliarp-
cr Afflictions; ought therefore to be ad­

mired 
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mired and praifed, for permittmg Trou­
ble to befal us, fmce his Wifdom, Good­
nefs, and Love, occafioneth the Permil-
fion thereof for the good of our Souls: 
Such therefore that repine and murmur, 
greatly olFend him, and do themfelves 
no kindnefsthereby. when his chaltenmgs 
are patiently and thankfully endured, 
and the Soul cries out,Ble{fed be the 
Lord, this is not He l l ! This i^iar lefs 
than I deferved •, and many that have 
lirought more glory to God, and lervea 
him far better in their Generation, have. 
palled under more grievous Sufferings, 
and forer Trials : 1 fay, when thefe are 
taken.kindly and endured patiently, the 
Lord ufually haftens their Deliverance : 
His Heart melts as i t were , at the quiet 
Sufferings of his People , and his Bowels 
^arn towards them ; that the Rod drops 
0"t of his hand, or he throws i t into.the 
iFire; and takes up and embraces his 
^Children: But as a Father .continues, 
•chaftifing, and lays on fharper ftrokes 
^hen his Child is obflinate^and refradto-
ty under his chaftenings •, t i l l fuch time 
as he takes i t quietly, and humbles himfelt. 
at his Feet : So the Lord keeps the Rod 
ji^ liis Hand, ' t i l l he hath obtained his 
^ ' id in Correaing, and brought down the 

proud 
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proud Stomachs of his People • that 
they lie quiet and ftill at his Foot, ^ 
under the Strokes of his Hand: I f rd 
when we bear the Yoke, we like a Hei-
fcr , unaccultom'd to i t turn and twi l t j,y 
our Neck, our pain is double thereby 
So difcontent ^nd repining under A i l l i - •« 
ftion, doubles that Af f l i a ion , difcovets 
the Strength of corruption, and the ab-
fence of Patience: Therefore Patience 
hath not her pcrfeft W o r k , unlefs we 
hold out to the End, without murmurmg, 
or repining, ire. Thus have I Ihew d 
you when Patience hath her pertett 
Work,<5rf. Now, 

Secondly, I come to the Vfe of this 
I Ufe of Information. This fhews 

us the excellency of a patient Chnf t ian: 
Patience is a Glorious Ornament, and 
fets o r the Beauty and Luftre of Chr i f t i , 

A Patient Chriftian, is a great 
Lover of God and Chrift •, had he not 
a good Opinion of God , he would 
not be quiet under the correfting Hand, 
of G o d ; and in deed, 'tis becaufe he 
loves God, that he fears to offend him, 
by the appcaranc of Evi l , by a feeming 
Diifatisfaaion of his Providential Me­

thods ; 
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vt.iocls: For Difcontent, and Impatience, 

i / cwrays a Man's Diilatisfaaion, and dif-
' |Covers his Pride; fuch a one thinks that 

idj-^niattersarenot well and wifely ordered 
&^ God ; but i f he had the management 
I \M them, they would be better carri'd on-, 
yjvyhilche that patiently fubmits,fanaifiea 
,^the Name of God, magnifies his W i l -
f .fcaom,and manifefts the Faith and Strength 
''.J.ciOf his love to God The apprehenfion 
^U^f the Truth and reality of the Love ot 
^'IfGod to him, caufeth him patiently to 
Sy^^'Sn up himfelf to Divine Conduct, 
f J iWho fears any damage to befal him, 

from the Hand of a Friend, that dearly 
^oves him ? Love is ftronger than Veath: 
many Waters cannotqueiich i t , neither 

V ^ a n the floods drown i t •, the Billows and 
Waters of Aff l i f t iou , cannot quench the 

'''Jiflaming Affeaion of a Chriftian to God ; 
f^iyea, his Love is rather augmented, thaa 
^ abated under his Troubles, becaufe he is 
-ffiaifured the Lord w i l l do him no hurt, but 
^jicgood by Af f l i a ing him. Jer. z$. 6. 
^ff^\J'rovoke me not to Anger, &c. and I will do 
,,^poiino hurt. 'Tis a provoking Evil , to 

t^iflike God's proceedings, when he is a-
lliii!|0ut to do us good. The patient Man 
J jpvc th G o d ; and therefore likes what-
1̂ jfoever he doth. He that loveth a Man, 
|j,ofJ' makes 
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makes ufe of all Means and Opportumtxea 
to manifeft i c ; but he that hath no Love, 
fakes hold of any Advantage to quarrel 
with him, nothing is pleafing, where 
there is no Love •, therefore a Man chear-
fullv bears up under his Affl if t ions, and 
holding out to the End, without mur, 
muring, declares his Love to God -, and k 
fuch a one, manifells great Love to the 
Lord Jcfus Chrift : Seeing he not only 
writes after his Copy, n'fĉ  ""tlt yL^ 
l amb to the flatightcr, and as a Sheep, befor, 
t^e (hearer is Jmb,^ opened he r.ot Us 

id, ye he opened notks month Ifa. 53. 7. 
And hath '^learnt the art of _ Patience by 
his Example, who taught faying. Mat i ^, 
29. take myyole nponyo. ^!'\^Z''iT^ 
for Jam meek and lofy tn heart, and y, 
(hallfind reft unto your fouls. i3ut alio, oc. 
caufe he would not dilhonour Chrii t , nor . 
his profeffion of him by an unfeemly car, 
rage, under the grcateft Affliftions: Leaft 
he fhoold thereby difcourage, any from 
looking after a Perfonal Intereft in hmi. 
Befides, he knows , unleB a Man deny 
himfelf, and take up his Crofs daily, he 
cannot be Chrift^s Difciple. And as he 
knows 'tis his greateft Happinefs, to have [i 
the Teftimony of 'his Confciencc, thatij; 



juj'flic IS a Follower of the Lamb, wherefo-
y ^ ^ e r he goes ;! fo he efteems ic a great 
V v ° ' ^ ° ^ ' ' ' ^h^^ his own Heart'condemns 
' not, fo others cannot juftly charge 

jj-jhim with an Un-Chriftian like Spir i t : 
" ^jEfpecially, when he is befet wi th ftrong 
^ ((i«Tcmptations, and involv'd in great 
\ j :Trb i ibIes ; and 'tis the ftrength of his 
'jJ[tLove, that makes him thus vvilling 

# 0 have fellowHiip with Chrift in his 
J III Sufferings. And truly herein, P^/^/hath 
JtfJ^clared manifcftly, the Strength of his 
{«(JLoveto Chrift , when he not only deftre's 

W', found in him, not having his own righ'r 
l'r.*^H»efs, Phil. 3. 9, 10. but faith h e , ^ ^ 
ji-e 0/ may know him and the power of his refiif-
^^V^^tlion^ and the fellowfhip ofhis'fufferings, 

ifbetng made conformable unto his death. An 
/i/J-'^perienc'd Chriftian is not eafih; cowM 
'^/^Y his Adverfaries, nor difraay'd when 
V nil great Troubles overtake him : becaufe 
cjfWhen he firft fet out, he had Information 

'̂ hefe m the way to Heaven .• Jnd 
f(Ofthat through much tribulation, we twift en-
l i i f f '"to the kingdom of God, Adts 14. 22. 
Kr ^ ' ^ " ^ him as much, John 16. 33. 
h J" fhall have Tribulation ; he 
J fjis therefore fo tar f rom being daunted 
j,,|\f»vvhc_n Trouble comes, that his Love to 
[Ij}; Chrift is the more encreafed, feeing he 

15 
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is counted worthy to fufFer, yea rcjoiccj 
that he is honour'd with a Conformity 
to his great Lord and Mailer herein 
Peter exhorts weak Chriftians to courage 
and undauntednefs, when fuch lil^^ 
things bcfaf them, and labours to pre, j 
T)are them againft fuch a.Day of Thun. J 
dering and Lightening, i Pet. 4. 12,13^ J 
14. Beloved, think it not jlrange concernutA 
the-fiery Tryal, which is to try yon as thoH^\ ^ 
fame ftranPe thing happened unto yon. Z?ft, 
moice in as much as ye ^'^e Parjakcr,,^,^ 
Cbrijls Sufferings ; that whe. h^^ Cl^Jhal 
be revealed^ ye may he glad alfo wnh e,, J 
ceedim "loy: Jf ye he reproached for J 
NameofChrifi, happy areyc- for the Sp-\^^ 
fit of Glory, andofCodrefieth upon yo^ 
On their part he is evd fpok^n of, b„ 
on your part lie i sg lon ty 'd ; Ttr. i , 
But let none of yon f u f f t r as a Murdert, 
or as a Thief, or 'as an Evil-doer 
or as a bitftc Body in other Mens tna\ 

ters: ver. i 5 , 17- -̂̂ ^ ' / M 
fer as a Chrift an, let him not be ..a/hamed 
but let him glorifie God, on this bchal) , 
For the Time is conte that Judgment mM 
begin at the Houfe of God, and if ft firfl h^t^ 
gin at HS, what jhall the end be o/̂ ^fco' jj 
that obey not the Gofpel of God? Thus h 
Chriltiau being forc-warn'd is forc^ 



^ ^5 > , 
,̂  arm'd, and tliefe TryalswhetttlicycojnCj 

'frf r^i!'^-^'' ^"creafe than abate his Loye to 
4lf p hecaufe they t are Majks of his 
V' p and not Tokens of his W r a t h ; 

J FDy.u,hom. he Loves.he ckijlea/,^^c. Cer-
0 ^ i n i y then a patient: Rpijgn^tjon of the 

f A laoji: i n great Tribujaiipns, arr 
f ^ .&Jes a'Man;.tOf.be::an;cxpericnc?d-Phri-

A i i " n ^ and a greatiLoye^ -of i God and 
'^fJChriIb,..dm, ^ 

1 ^- Joy is a Fruit of the: Spirit, and 
I ^uch patience in a.Cjiriftian, argn?$;him 

* ' to be furniihed with thi&jexcelleAt Grpce; 
elfe how is i t , that when exercis'd vyith 
"lanifold Tribulations)'and : AffliiftiOne, 

I i, his Countenance is not-in the leaft alte-
r . red?- The Wife Man faith, Proi/. 
iJyi 13- ^ JMerry //f^icf w^r^ff/b a chearfid 
^^'^^i.^iiritemnce and truly, when once, a 
J(f . "^ Heart finks, his. Countenance re-

';[iiii ^^ '̂̂ '̂  not his former Luftre, but there 
K'- J are external Tokens in his Face, of the 
f I internal Sorrows of his Heart; Sudden 
iJ the Mind, difcover thcn^felvcs 
U P^'^f'cntly in the Countenance, aud-then 

fi ̂ ^^P Afflidions and great Temptations 
l / f " ^ needs make fome Alterations, un-
m Icis prevented by fomc inward joy ; and 
y - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^P""S from fome fpivitual and 

uivihblc Caufc fee ing he is without anv 
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vifible ground of Comfort as Chrift had, 
fo fuch a one hath in "another Senfe food 
t h i others'know not o f ; and th i s - in . 
decd^s great Reafon of his great Pa. 
Hence in Aff l ia ion , for he is inwardly 
S o r t e d , while he is outwardly trou. 
S while his fair-weather â ^̂ ^ 
m t o Commne withhxmy he hatlr fe. 
S t and fweet communion wi th God 
S t S u s ' h i m with Joy -obeca^fc great 
T i s he that is in him, than j i e that ,s 
tn the w o r l d , and all them that are in . 
- S a j a f t h n t . . a M a ^ ^ ^ ^ 

f 1 I T S foriow heavi! 

.nefs-, ^^"V^^^^rsorrow and Fear, bonifh'd enlivened, and borr ^^^^^^^ |̂  

• ' ^ ' ' " ^ i n feSlti s and can Sleep quiet-greateft Difficuitie ^ ^^^^^^^ 

l ? , ^ ? p ° : ? r l T n d a l m t h i s J o y t h ^ 
and ^•P^ '̂̂ y n^iiever, none can under< 
: t , T r o S b l c o f i t , b „ t h „ h a , 
ItancJ 1C5 r . they that have not . 

- ^ Z l m SP n t indwelling, muft needs .̂^̂  
e ignorant of the Joys of the Holy 

Ghoft" Chrift never lets his ff<^nn. ( 
People want a fupporting Cordial, hei| 

1 nnr fnffer the Soul that .he hath re- « 
d"e."d tofe^^ him V and this Joy fl̂  
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M AS the efFca of. the Comfort, that the 

iti'-^ Comforter which he hath fcnt, brings 
if, j; into the Soul, and of the Love of God 
f J which he liath ihcd abroad in the Heart 
j V ^ ^ ^ "̂ he natural Produdlion of this, for 

tne Holy Spirit takes the things of Chrift 
^% 3nd ftiews them unto us; and certainly 

when fuch infinite and unwordable Trea-
0. ^"tes are difcovered to the Spirit of a 

• J , Chriftian, he cannot but rcjoyce; efpc-
L ' cially i t being reveal'd by the Spirit that 
\ ii hath an uriqucftionable Rigiit to all 
''j j ^ h i s . Hence the Apoftle, faith, iVajp XVK 
K; have ncdvcd mt the Spirit which is of the 
L ' ; ^'orld, hut the Spirit which is of God, that-
L5! may know: the Things winch are freely 
'•f lUven MS, of God; i Cor. 2.12. It may 
>;tK be, the Wor ld concludes the Chriftian 

jtui a poor and miferable Condition, for 
' *hey meafurc a Mans happinefs by the 
bilnefs of Creature-Comfoi ts ; and know 
no better, therefore rife no higlier: 

jjii Carnal M'en^are ignorant o; the Things 
ji' '• • ' " - -

' J j fno better, therefore rife 110 higlier: 
' V ^ ^ ' ' " ' ' 1 * Men are ignorant o; the Things 
^̂  jifl Of God, thefe Things arc fpiritiuUy dif-
J'/-'*-'rned, which cannot be whvre there is 

M fi^iritual Sig[it .• The Things of God 
.̂ ĵji ^^wwcth no Man, hut the Spine of God ; 

|j! Who therefore takes up his Ke.lidence in 
",.fthe Hearts of Believers, i C&r. 2. 11. 

y 1 hat he may reveal thefc hidden Trea-
•) C lures 
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fures of Wifdom to them, and their T i , 

, tie thereunto; then whatever carnal 
Worldlings think of the Condition of ^ 
Believer that is ftript of all outward 
Mercies, yet his Spirit is fill 'd witJi 
more, than i f he was poffefs'd with M i l , 
lions of Gold, becaufc he hath an infalli, 
ble Intereft in the God of all Grace and 
Mercy, and the Spirit of all Comfort-
that what he outwardly wants is made 
up with fpiritual Supplies, with the Ma, 
nifeftations of himfclf in Chrift , by the 
Spirit. The Tcftimony of the Spirit, 
which bears Witnefs with his Spirit, 
That he is the Child of God, and an fleir 
of Eternal Glory, is that which fills^ huii 
with Joy in the midft of his Troubles,. 
And though in appearance he hath bi,t 
l i tde in prefent Polfeffion yet he hath a 
vaft Inheritance in Rcverfion^; and tho' 
whilche is under Age, and abroad in a 
W o r l d of Af f l i f t i on : Yet conhdermg. 
his high Birth, and the large Eftatc that, 
he fhall for ever enjoy when he is of 
Age of which already he hath an Ear-
nef t ; his Heart even leaps for Joy, and)? 
he values not prefent Oppofition, but pa­
tiently enJurcs Temptations, &c. 
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