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', Epiftle to the Reader.
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e bas been infbrumental of doing much good
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TN HE Author of thefe Sermons is well
M known in ths City and Nation, as
17 . i % . ,

@ifo an Foreign Countreys: in mwhich Places

Yo Souls, and planting feveral Churches.
There be smany can call bim Father, who
were begotten under his Miniftery s ffﬂd e
bielfing Gody that ewer they [aw his Face,
and beard his Poice : Great Work bas been
done (even in this City ) by him but now
God has afflitted bim, and we fear will
eall bim home, he bas had great and: longs
Work: for Patience, of which be hath had a
&reat meafure o be has been quiet under the
Rod, cyeing the Hand of God in all his Tti=
als : He has look’d more to Gods hand, and
defign in Suffering him fo greatly to be affli=
bled 5 than at the Rage of Satan, and the
Malice of Men, who bave been the Infiru-
ments of great Part of bis Trials.

This Servant of God hath been fufficient
{)’ judg’d, and condemn’d by many, though
.!, 2 Jatisfied unjuftly.  But it isnot whom
<Han condemns that is condemned, bt Juch
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The Epiﬂle to the Reader,

* whom God condemns : Onr dear Lord Fefis
tells us, Matth. 5. 9, 10. That blefled are
they that {uffer Perfecution for Righte-
ovfnefs fake; and have all manner of evil
fpoken againft them falfly for his fake ;
For tlieir’s is the Kingdom of Heaven.
It is no matter what we [uffer bere from Men,
fo it be falfly, and for Chrifts [ake s for the
Kingdom and Crown of Heaven is weighty
enouyb to make amends for all . The Crofs is
the }{qy to the Crown, for they'that Juffer
with, and for Chrift berey fhall rtign with
bim hereafter in Glory, Rom-8 17,

*Tis fud to hear bow he hath been reproach-

. ed, though there are many know it is unjuft-

My, and bave cleared him 5 but none like to
that T eftiniony which now-on bis Sick-bed, he

deelares, be bas in bis own Confcience,
Who can [tand before. Enyy ?

Reader, Ifhall detain thee nolonger frons
what followsy but defire that God may blefs
it aud make it of great and. good Ule to
thy Soul.

I Subfcribe my Self, your
Servant for Jefus fake,

Sbill'lﬁ’t]!, O&(B-
bir, 2,166,

. Wyles,
A
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i{ A Difcourfe of the Na-
# .. ture and Excellency of the J
W Gx*a¢e~of Patience.

SERMON I

et t—
‘ JAMES L iv. |
W Bt let Patience have her perfect Workye—
08 . that ge 7ay.be perfedt. aud. entire,

wanting nothing. ' :

’{,! W HE Fews, for their Unbelief and
; great Sin, wereexpell’d their

! own Country and Scattered a='
broad on the Earth; and tho’ God might .

- have reyveapd the Gofpel nato fome of

- Sach Tribe ro the working Faith in them,
Yet thefe were. not exempted from their

4 TT_}btlllations and Temptations: But God

o ‘Ulering. thefe for their Benefit, the A«

Doltle Fanses writes this Epiftle, for their

fup-
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fupport and dirc&tion and begins, zer. 3.
and excites them rather to 1ejoyce; than

mourn,even when they fall into manifold
groubles,  Count it all j0s when ye fall into
divers. Temptations; DOC but Temptati=
ons are Afifictions: And ‘Afftictions, for

the prefent,.are not joyous but grieyous 5 |

but thefe tending to the produ&ion of
the peaceable Fruits of 'Righ’gcoufhcfs a5
ordered by the Finger of Divine Wif-
dom and Goodnefs are grounds of Joy :
§o that turning our €ycs from the prefent
face and countenance of things, looking
to the event and end of them, and the de-
fign - of God herein, there is a. ftrong
foundation of joy and comfort, unto the
Chriftian exercis’d herewith, Rom. 5. 3.
fo the Apoftle here rendering his Reafon
for this Exhortation, faith wer, 3. Know-
ing this , that the trial-of your Faith worketh
Patience. - You may téjoice tinder preas
fent Temptation' with good reafon s I,
Becaife they prove and try your Graces;,
Faith in particular. 2. Faith being put
iito lively Exercife, produceth patiencc,
which is a Grace fettling- and quieting

the Heart, under trouble, and indeed, if
this be attain’d under trouble, ’tis as §

good as prefent deliverance out of Trou-~ |

_ble; for there i
- " ffar.

s little difference ‘twiyt
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thefe, Whether my. Back ‘be ftrengthen?
ed to my Burden, or the Burden taken
off from my Back 3 but. the Back fhould
be throughly ftrenthened. So here inmy
YeXt. But Jet patience have her perfec® work,
‘that ye may be perfel® and entire, wanting
7othing, \Wherein. you have two princi-
Pal Parts ; 1, The Exhortation, But, Let,
&c. 2. The reafon thereof, That ye,
may, &c. Whence take this Obferva-
tion.

Do&. That cuery Bl‘.ll.é"c‘.l(.’i’ ought. to ‘f:'l'-
bour. after the perfeting of the Grice.
of Patience,

In fpcaking to this Truth, I propofe
this Mcthod, to fhew you,

1. When Patience hath her perfett

ork, &, :

2. Make the ufeful Application.

1. When hath Patienee her perfeft
Work ?

Sol. When the Heart of a Chriftian
quietly refigning it felf up to God, doth
- Couragioufly bear up, hold on, and hold
" OUt, “to the end of his Tryals and Afl
~&ions, without Murmuring and Repi
mng, &%, This Defeription, hath dias




(4)
d 1 mall, God willing, fpeak
m, and the perfeét Work

4
“yers Parts, an
to each of the
of Patience is,
1.. The refigning
This fuppofes a M

the Heart up to God.
an to bea renewed
Man in his unregenerate Srate

- an ; for
God,and averfe to him,

is at enmity with
and while he remains int
ing upon God as his Enemy, he will not
4ntruft him with his Wordly Concern-
ment, much lefs with the difpofal of him-
felf : For who will voluntarily yield up
himfelf to his fuppofed Enemy, from
whom he can expect no Smile, ‘but
Frowns ; not Prefervation and fafety, but
Deftruétion and Ruin ; ’tis inconfiftent
with Reafon to expect good from the
¥iand of our Enemy, therefore the
round of a Man’s Truft and Confidence
in God, is thg apprehenfion of him, as re-
conciled to himin Chrift, and his Friend ;
and not only fo, but a Eriend that-hath
given his Word and Promife to do him
good : For tho’ 2 Man be my Friend,
yetif I have not his Word to protect me,

[ have not affurance of his Protection,
nd of

tho’ his Friendfhip be fome grou
fope, it is not’a fure ground of

: ~"=)hc be my Eriend, and I haye his  Word,
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(35
yet he being a Creature, fubject to
Change, may, upon Secondary Confide-
ration, {ce canfe ro. Change his Mind ; or
elfe, for want of Ability, and Power to
help me; gives me jult caufe to doubt

. of, and fufpet Help from him ; the

Confideration hereof, Strikes off the
Hand from laying hold on fuch a Help-
ér in time of Diftrefs.. Now then,
it is plain, that a Man muoft apprehend
God to be his Friend, and one willing
to prote® him; yea one that hath pro-
mifed to do him good, and is 1_:a1thrul, Im-
mutable, and able to fave him to the ut-
termoft 5 before 1 freely refign my felf
up to him, and his Conduét ; and, in-
deed, this fuppofesa Man not only to
have Grace, but a Confiderable degree
and meafure thereof. For weak Chrifti-
ans have Grace, tho' they are often full.
of Doubts ‘and Wavering ; and where
there are thefe Staggerings and Doubt-

" ings ; the Soul doth not fully truft in,

and fettle himfelf upon Divine Conducty
{o that a Man is a thriving Chriftian, and
growing up to the Stature of Chrift,
that hath attain’d to this, &c. And this
brings me to the fecond part of this .
Clicription.
2. The quiet refignation of the Heart,
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" A Perfon bewrays his averfnels-to God,
that doth not freely and quietly yield to
his Condu, but is rather forc’d and
conftrain’d thereunto by fome oceurring
Providences rather than his own Choice 3
this is like'a Perfonsyielding himfelf in-
to the .Hand of his Enemy, becaufc he
is compell’d hereunto by the force of his
Arms; this fuppofes a Man to bec .a
Stranger to God, and unacquainted with
him, being deftitute of any trun¢ Work
of Grace, and yet fucha one is yet un-
der the Law, and in a legal Spirit; not
yoluntarily yielding to and calling upon
God, but conftrain’d fo.to do by Rea-
fon of his prefent Burdens s, /9/. 5. 15,
In their Affisction; they will feek me early :
A Gofpel Principle enclines a Perfon to
truft in God, from a Love and Affei-
on tohimj; and not to yield and cry to
bim from a Principle of legal and flavifh
Fear, ‘as a Malefaétor yicldsand cries to
the Judge that pronounces Sentence of
Death upon him ; a Believer hath an in-
tereft in God through Chrift, as a Child
bath it his Father ; and therefore refigns
up himfelf to God as to his compafli-
onate Father, with a filial Obedience and
Obfervance, and as one that is oblig’d
by reafos of the near Relation to protect
4 him,

3
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| him, take care of him, and make pro=
viffon for him; for the Parents are to

lay up for, and provide for their Chil-,
dren; thercfore he that cries and yiclds
out of flavith Fear, doth it not out of
Love to- God,’ but from a regard to_and
Love of himf{clF; ‘but he that yiclds from
a Gofpel Ptinciple, doth it out of a fili~
al' Fear'and Loves and fo without difor=
der, ‘quietly refigns himfelf, as appre=
hending God to have an nncha.ngeable
Love to him, ¢e And this brings me
to the next (wiz.) the e
Third Branch” of this® Defcription,

Uiz, Bearing up againft the Billows of

Oppofition and Afiction.”  "Tis no hatd,
matter to be quiet and patient ; when
in Peace and without Troubles; for a
Man to have a competent Satisfaction,
while all things run fmoothly, and ac-
cording to his Hearts-defire; while a
Man fits under his own Vine and Fig-
tree, while the Clufters hang thereon ;
to Sail delightfully in a Calm and fmooth
Sea, to be fatisfy’d when he abounds
with this Worlds good; and contented
when none oppofe him, and feek his
hurt; to have a multitude of Potent
Friends, and but a fewsimpotent Adver-
faries; for fuch a one to be patient ar-

B4 . BUES. |
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gues not that he hath Grace, but that he
is in his’Fools Paradife, fettled upon the
Lees of carnal Comforts, according to
his fenfual Wifhes; but let God firip
him of thefe, his Heart, like Nabals, will

a Man, that he cannot turn himfelf to
the right Hand or the left, but beholds
him{elf encompafled with Trouble and
black Clouds of darknefs, when all things
run aukardly and contrary to his carnal
Expectations, and is fruftrated and dif=
appointed in all bis Attempts and De-
figns; fora Man then to bear UD, ar-
- gues him to be a gracious perfon, and

one that hath refign’d himfelf up to God
and his Condu, and when he hath his
outward Comforts, Enjoyments, and
neceflary- Supplics taken from him, and
e is changed from a plentiful and prof-
perous to a poor and mean Condition,
and Eftate in the World, and is con-
ftrain’d to be beholden to them,.that
have been as his Servants feeding, at his,
Table ; now to be quiet and not chang’d,
in his Temper, although his Condition
* be thus chang’d, argues Truth of Grace;

Yea, when a Mans former Friends are
R s nieta-

Die withinhim, he hath loft his Heaven,,
and drops down into his Hell. But
wlien outward Peace is taken away from

T L TR
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¢ metamorphos’d: into Adverfaries: Yea,

ntimate Friends into open Enemies, and

gk them that ke laid in his Bofom feck to

tear out his Hearr, and ruin him in his
Name and Reputation in the World;
2nd when he has given them no Provo-
Cation fo to do, and he hath not a few,
but a multitude of Enemies, and: them
Potent and Strong, having great Advan-
tages to injure him, and but a very few
weak and impotent Fricnds, that thongh
they have a Will, yet: have not Power
and Ability to help and fupport him
N0 not fo mucli as Skill and Judgmentro

Counfel and Direct ‘him in his Extremi-
) ty: 1 fay, for fuch a one to endureall

this quietly, withouttoffing and.fiinging

110 his Spirit, argues him  paticnt ; and

not only to have Truth of Grace, but
Strength of Grace; ~furely he that bears
up againft all thefe Billows of Oppofi-
tion, Trouble and Affliction, mult be a
growing  Chriftian, and one that hath
Everlalting Arms  underneath to fup-
port ; for when €reature-Comforts are

-taken from him; he would fink, had he

no Refoge to fly unto in this his diftref=
fed Condition; fuch one is like-minded
with the Prophet, Aab. 3.17. Aithongh
she Fig-tree [ball not bloffom, neither (hall

B 3 Etnit v 4
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Fruit be in t

no Meat, the Flock fhall be cut off from
the Fold, and there fball be no Herd in the
Stalls, yet I will rejoyce in the Lord, I will
Yoy in the God of my Salvation, &c. This
leads me to the

- Fourth Branch., Couragioufly, bear-
fng up. To bear up againit the Billows
of Affli¢tion indeed argues Grace; but
to bear up with Courage, and an un-
daunted Spirit argues a higher Degree
of Grace; fome Chriftians make a fhift
jufb to hold up their Heads when cncom-
pafled about with many Troubles, this

" declares a meafure of Faith ; but when |

they are kept from fainting Fits under

thele Weights and Preflures, this thews

their Faith. to ' be ftrong. Men may
move foftly with a heavy Burdenon their
Shoulders, but when they walk briskly
with a mighty Borden, furely their Backs
are {trong and their Spirits lively. - To
bear the Crofs of Chrift, argues the
Truthicof Grace, but undauvntedly to
 2ndure any Sufferingfor' Chrift, yea to
rejoyce in' Tribulation; declares a Man
fhath ‘o -high “degree of Grace, that < he

‘hath not only Faith, but ftrong Faithy |

ke doth nor-only ‘Loye Chrift, - bug

greatly

1 he Vines, the Labonr of the
Olive [hall fail, and the Fields fhall yield '

e A S S
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Y greatly Loves Chrift ; he that doth me"

a Kindnefs is certainly Friendly, but he
that joyfully does me good is the more
hearty Friend; under great Afflictions
to be found in our Duty, is a fign of
Sincerity ; but chearfully to ferve the
Lord then, ay in a Day of Profperity,
declares that the Service of God is Our
Delight; and to ferve him with more
Courage and Conftancy of mind in the
Hour of Temptation, fhews that Advera
fity fuits us better than, Profperity : And
if God may haye mere Glory by our Af-
flition, we fhould take heed how W&
Pray for the removal of it ; for ‘tis bard=
ly confiftent with Grace, to defire out
own eafe more than Gods Glory, and
he that bears up thus couragioufly is fa-
tisfy’d God is glorify’d by his AffliGtions,
and his Heart made better : Hence- it. s,
that he chearfully holds up, befides he
hath Apprehenfion of Gods fpecial Pre-
fence, - and his fapporting Grace, @'
This brings me to the next Thing,
Fifthly,. The Work of Patience ap-
F?drs when a Chriftian not only holds
L5 0wn, but pafles on-in the Day of
Yrouble, Couragioufly to bearup and
~}<§Cp our Ground, when a Troop of
Lemprations .oppole us, .declares mg
ftrong
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firong Combatants for Chrift; but 573

pafs on and rufh through the Army of
Temptations and Troubles, and to gain

Ground and Advantage to our Souls 3

‘thereby, argues us to be more than Com-'

batants: Yea, not be fway’d by them ot
overcome, but without ‘recciving a foil,,
to prefs torward in our Faith and Obe-
dience, argues vs, To be more than Con=,
querors, through Chrift that loved ns, Rom,
8. 37. This fhews “not only that our.

- Temptations arc too weak for our Gra-*
ces, but thatour Graces are abundantly
too ftrong for them; and is a moft clear
Evidence of onr Interelt i Chrift : For

“{mall Temptations at a-glance, fway and
overcome a carnal Heart, yca, and
{ometimes foil a weak ‘Chriftian, but
when we meet powerful Temptations,

and not only are notfoil'd,but not ftag-

gered,; yea not ftopt in our Courfe of
faith and Obedience ; this declares us

to be ftrong Chriftians, and endw’d with

Paticnce, ¢c. But,

6. Holding ovt to theend of our
‘Affli@ions and ‘Temptations ;  Patience
‘hath' not her perfe& Work, altho we
bear wp, bear up couragioufly, hold on
ifora Time, unlefs we hold out to the

‘7¥nd ; wegain pot the Honour of Victory,

T S e o= . s W W e
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fwe faint in'the height of the Battef .
hcither fhall we arrive at our Home, if
b Vve tire in the mid-way 5 the Honour of
(0 ;he former part of the Day is loft, if we
g ar€ vanquifh’d ‘in ‘the after part. - e
0 orL f’?qt Cndures to the end .fhall be faved,
_cﬂ%. ¢Mat. 10, 35, \When a Man is exceeding-
}

| 0‘\’,1}' Provok’d iand urgd to beéarit, with-

d‘%%;euc Heart-rifings -againft his Enemies,
1’ I}
R after higher Provocations, totly out into
ftlou{”ImPﬂticncc and unfeemly Motions ,
G Geftures, and ‘Words; fhews Patience
!ﬂ“‘l;’ hath not her perfe¢t Work in that Man.
deﬂf Sotho’ 'we endure'the Chaftenings of the
Fod Lord for atime; yet if after.along con-
Wy tinnance of Stripes we become difcontent,
W Patience ‘hath ot her perfe Work ;
g‘g Jut, s continuance in well doing, dif~
Logj tinguifhes us'from Temporary Chriftians;
5 Tocontinuing ‘patient to the end of oup
(g -roubles, gives ysa right to that Hao-
. Nourable Title of Patient Men, &

7+ Withont Murmuring, or Repining,.
o A patient Man is quiet and ftill, and
' fatisfied upder the fharpeft Strokes that
246 God ‘lays upon him: As confidering
God doth no Unrighteoufnefs 5 neicher
i duffeveth the leaft Trouble to befal his
1§ Peoples ‘but therein ‘he propofcth Lhis

owin

ZT8ues his Patience for the prefent, but
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own Glory and their bencfit, and thi's

makes him quiet and ftill under the Rod ;
a carnal Man only confiders the Strokes -
not the énd of Gods ftriking ; and fo
Frets, and Fumes, and ;Blafphemes, be-
«caufe of his Pains, A Child through
Ignorance repines and takes on griev-
oufly, when the Potion opperates, that
was Adminiftered, for the purging a-
iway the *Corrupt Humors of the Body :

* Which a grown Perfon of fenfe and

Judgment indures it contentedly as con-
fidering the Benefit he may receive there-
by in the End, tho’for the prefent ’tis
St over pleafing. Santtified  Reafon,

_teaches not only to bear Affli¢tions, but

quictly to bear them; to repine, thews
the DiMatisfaction of the Mind ; and re-
proches- God 5 at leaft, charging Him

with Unkindnefs and wantof Bowels; |

when indeed ’tis the Kindnefs and Love
of God, that occafions our Afflictions,
Jfa. 27.9. By .this fhall the Iniquity of
Facoh be purged. And this is all the Frust
to take away bis Sins, tho’ the Sin of 'a
Believer  cannot plunge him into Hell 5
yet it procures to many, Chaftenings

here, and leflens the weight of his Crown |

hereafter : And therefore God afflicts,
to prevent a greater, Affliction,  His de-
fign
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o Evil touch thee.  God delivers his
People in their Troubles, he doth not
fay out of them (tho’ that is a Truth, )
put he fopports us under them ; his Eye
is upon usin every Trouble, and his
Hand ftretched out, to hold us up, in fix
or feven : When one Trouble, falls on
the back of another ; and his Defign is,
that none of them fhall dous any hurt.
There [hall no evil touch thee. ‘There is
no Sting, no Poifon, no Curfe in the Af-
fictions of the Lords People : Tho’
there is a prefent Pain, ’tis for thy pre-
fent, and will produce a fotare Advan-
rage : When this is ferioufly confidered,
The poor hath Hope , and  Tmquity [Foppeth
her Mouth, Job 5.6. If the Corrections of
the Lord, do his People no harni, yca on
the contrary, are much for their Advan-
tage, and' do them much good ; then
murmuring and repining, under our
Troubles, is a great Evil. - But, Bebold,
bappy is the Man whom God Correlfeth :
thurefore defpife not thou the chafting of the
Alnighty, Job 5. 17. God ‘manifelting

a Fatherly Love 1n thefe Corrections, for

the reclaiming,; and the recovery of his |

people , to make their Hearts better; and

preventiheir greater offences and fharp-
i o

er Afflictions ; ought therefore to be ad-

mired
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s ¥ mired and praifed, for permitting Trou-
y 1% ble to befal us, fince his Wifdom, Good-
i /nefs, and Love, occafioneth the Permif=
s B fion thereof for the good of our Souls
d 1% Such therefore that repine and murmur,
inf* greatly offend him, and do themfelves
1§ 9%no kindnefsthereby; when his chaftenings
gfare patiently and thankfully endured,
ffland the Soul cries out, Blefled be the
18 Lord, this is not Hell! This is far lefs
:Af‘r than T deferved ; and many that have
Th0 brought more glory to God, and ferved,
% bim far better in their Generation, have,
o Pafied under more grievous Sufferings,
24 };53“(1 forer Trials : 1 fay, when thefe are
i taken kindly and endured patiently, the
ps? L(?Yd' ufinally haftens their Deliverance :
A "If is Heart melts as it were , at the quiet
waﬂn Sufferings of his People , and his Bowels
;hfr earn fowards them ;. that the Rod drops
ol jout of his hand, or he throws it into the
Pt Fire s and - takes up and embrages his
}”fg;'ichlqueﬂ . But. as. a Father contigues,
f-;la chaftifing , and lays on fharper ftrokes
f'f‘of; When his Child is obftinate, and refracto=
’ s ty under his chaftenings ; till fuch time;
W ashe takes it quiet]y, and humbles himfelf.
a8 St hisFeer: So the Lord keeps the Rod.
arP” i his Hand, ’till he hath obtained his’

353& ¥0d in Corre@ting, and brought down the
| .

prond
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proud Stomachs of his People’; that |
they lic ‘quict and ‘ftill at his’ Foot,"fis
under the “Strokes of his ‘Hand : If o
when we bear the Yoke, we like a Hei- 1
fer, unaccaftorvd toit turn and twilt by
our Neck, “our pain’is double thereby « i
So difcontent and repining under’Affli- |
&ion, doubles that Adfliction, difcovety
the Strength of corruption, and the ab. i
fence of Paticnce: Thetcfore Patience il
hach ot her perfect Work, ‘unlefs we |f
hold out to the End, without murmuring, (i
or repining, &, Thus have 1 fhewd of
you when Patience hath 'her perfet i

Work,&c. Now, : rﬂ
1

Secondly, 7 come to the Ufe of this, gl

1 Ufe of Information, . This fhews (g
us the excellency of a patient Chriftian . s
Patience is a Glorious Ornament, and
(ets off the Beauty and Luftre of Chrifti. g
anity.
'1{ A Patient Chriftian, is a greatll
Lover of God and Chrift ; had he notw"
a good Opinion of God, he wouldj
not be quict under the correcting Hand, |y
of God; and in deed, 'tis becaufe he i
loves God, that he fears to offend him !
by the appearanc of Evil, by afeeminé,ve‘f

Dillatisfaction of his Providential MeJ®
thods 4
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wﬁf}"ds : For Difcontent, and Impatience,
%M ¢wrays a Man’s Diffatisfaction, and dif=
picovers his Pride ;- fuch a one thinks that
' ?%‘“3‘3@1'5 are not well and wifely ordered
{" ) )¥ God ; but if he had the management
4 '0 them, they would be better carri'd on;
,.' jWhile he that patiently fubmits, fané’clﬁ.es
9 c‘(tlhc Name of God, maggifies his Wif=
) om;and manifefts the Faith and Strength
@ ©f his love to God ; The apprehenfion
cfgﬂ'%f the Truth and reality of the Love of
(it od to him, canfeth him patiently to
ue«“~reﬁgﬂ up himfelf to Divine Condgé}..
wfﬁf W0 fears any damage to befal him,

tom the Hand ofa Friend, that dearly

loves him? Foe is_fironger than Death
‘ many \Waters cannotquenchit , neither
| f’n,«fﬂn the floods drown it ; the Billows and
ﬁwnWat_crs of Affliction, cannot quench the
Fgflaming Affection of a Chriftian to God;
Eﬁifﬂyea, his Loye is rather. augmented, than
*abated under. his Troubles, becaufe he is
g,daWul‘ed the Lord will do him no hurt, but
JpBood by Affliting him. Jer. 25. 6.
goul*P”O?JOke me not to Anger, &g, and I will do
gan%fi‘?’{"o burt. *Tis a provoking Evil, to
e .hbghke God’s proceedings, when he is a-
1h}”,‘1 5 ut to do mis good. he patient Man
cmlﬂ'fo‘mh God ; and therefore likes what-
,th ever hedoth,  He that lovetha Man,
;ﬂod. makes




the Teftimony of 'his Conftience, that
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makes ufe of all Meansand Opportunitiey
to manifeft it ; but he that hath noLove
takes hold of any Advantage to quarre}
with him, nothing is pleafing, where
there is no Love ; therefore a Man chear.
fully bears up under his Aflitions, and
holding out to the End, without mur,
muring, declares his Love toGod ; ang J
fuch a one, manifefts great Love to the
Lotd Jefus Chrift : Sceing he ‘not only [;
writes after his. Copy, who Was led as q fy
L.amb to the flaughter, and as a Sheep before fiy
the f(hearer is dumb, fo Opl?”ed he ot hig "

3. and be was afflict, f

mouth, he was oppreffeds
ed, yet be opened nob bis month, 1fa. 53. 7, p

And hath learnt the art of Patience by [
his Example, who taught faying, Mat. I p,
2.0. take my yoke upon 3o, and learn of me [
or I am micek and lowly in beart, and ye i
fball find reft unto your [ouls. But alfo, be. ggg
cmfe he would not difhonour Chrift, norj
his profeflion of him by an unfeemly car. f
rage, under the greateft Affli¢ions: Leaflt/it
he fhould thereby difcourage, any fromfy
looking after a Perfonal Intereft in him,ﬂ
Befides , he knows , unlefs a Man deny |l
himflf,’ and take up bis Crofs daily, belif
cannot ,be_ Chrif’s Difciple. And as he ¥
knows ’tis his greateft Happinefs, to have

b N —
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the is 2y
: &ﬂ‘e\mr ?Follower' of the .L.amb, wherefo-
kono 1c goes ;. o he efteems‘it a great
| ;ﬁvh‘ o n‘j)l;, t}mt as his own Heart’condemns
Wi i 0 others cangot jultly charge
“cgﬂEfpc with an’ Un-Chriftian like Spirit:
b Te cially, when he is befet with'{tron ;
o rglurftlatlons,” and' involv’d’ in "grca%
i1 by oles ;' and ’tis the ftrength of his
(1w ‘%C, that makes him thus willing
oﬂ‘su ﬂ’eayc fellowfhip with Chrift in -his
’d,jt'declarmgs. And troly herein, Paul hath
il ‘LOVQer manifeftly, the Strength of his
Phdso /. to Chrift, when he not only defires
9’1 (teoszwmd in bim, not baving his own Vl:gh'-
gg n’m';%wihgl_. 3.9, 10. bt faith he, that
Y = op ivi ot sstgimer SV
7 nd the fellowfhip of bis' [ufferings
fJ fex 74 {nddc: conformable untohis death /i ;
,”pe 'yPIC_ﬂCncd Chriftian is not  eafilv £:o ’3
b, o s Adverfaries, nor difma d ;V
t,ﬁ at Troubles overtake hi I b
ycafBWhen he firft fet out hce‘ lc d1 Tnfe beca_ui’e
Lzﬂﬂ?itthefe in ‘the wa’y to ]ﬂcal?gﬁ”?mi}o“
f]ﬁi e through much tribulation, we n;/ ot <)
g nto the kingdom of God ‘Aé 3
i A nd Chrift rort 1. o AtS 14. 22,
i old him as much, Fobz 16. 3
b Loe Worid e fhal bave Tribulasio s
’bﬂ‘,whcn Tro;blg Ctzr from being daunted
BC % s the srore o e
Py encreafed, feeing he
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is counted worthy to fiffer, yea rcjoicy
that he is honour’d with a Conformit
to his great Lord and Malter. herciq
Peter exhorts weak Chriftians to courag,
and - undauntednefs , when fuch hkﬁ
things befal- them, and Jabours to pre
pare them againft foch-a;Day of Thug|
dering and Lightening, 1 Pef. 4. 12,13
14. Beloved, think it not firange CONCE g
the fiery Tryal, which is to #ry you as tbou‘gh‘ﬁ
fome firange thing bappened unto you. = By
vejoice in as much as ye are Partakers ¢ f
Chrifts Sufferings 5 that when bis Glory [haft
be rewealeds ye may be. glad alfo with fx,,‘jf
ceeding Foy. If ye- be reproached for )b
“Name of Chrift, bappy are yes for the Syl
vit of Glory, and.of God _rcﬂctb upon . yoult®
On their part he is evil fpokcn of, byl
on your part he Is glorify’d 5 Ver. 1 P
But let none. of yon fulfer as. a Murdere W
or..as & Thief 5 or 2as an Evil-doey o

s
f
(
f
!
4
p
)

fer as a Chriftian, let bim not be afbhame
but let him gloriﬁc God, on this behg) g
For the Time. is come that Fudgment my
begin at the Houfe of God, and if it firf §

gin 4t usy whas Jhall the end be of the Fiﬂ
that obey not the Gofpel.of God? Thuos 5‘;
\ Chriftian being fore-warn’d is for /

>l
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4l arm’d_, and thefe Tryals when thhe'y_cq;'
1 Tather encreafe than abate ‘his Love to
iy Chirift, becaufc . theysare Marks of his

)
?

»11;’ avour, and not Tokens of his Wrath
;60}‘:‘ Fv_r .‘n'qu he:Loues be chaftens, &¢. Cere
i g Gainlycthen a patient; Refignation of . the
%,"'Hcart to God il great Tribulatipns, are
i &ues al Man ;torbe: an/expsrigncid, Chri-
Id" .ﬂlcm‘-, and.a: great (Lover: of [ 'God and
il Chrlﬂf,',(b'c. | O 2radils .
g -2, Joy s a Fruit of. the Spirit, and
. fuch Patience ix a,Chriftian, argnes:him
Mﬂ to'be furpithed with thissexcellent/Grace;
71 €ie how is it that when exercisdiwith
1!0‘} manifold Tribulations and 1Aflicions,
f § NislCountenance isnot-in the leaft alte-
P ved?’ i The ' Wife - Man faithy Prov. 15.
f"’f)b 13, A ‘merry Feart maketh a chearful
o Countenance 5 and truly, when oacea
 Mans: Heart finks,. his Countenance re-
i Ji tans not- his; former Luftre, but there
ul'”ﬂ are external Tokens in his Face, of the
#7] Internal Sorrows: of his. Heart » Sudden
;I:”" Paflions in the Mind, difcover themfelves
f grcfcmly 1n the Countenance; andihen
: eep Afflictions and great Temptations
’r/f’ muftineeds make fome Alterations, un-
ﬁ’y_ -lcf:s Prevented by fome inward:Joy ; and
yfhp,‘ this muft Spring from fome {piritoal and
1 1 wnvifible Caufe; fecing heis without any
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und of Comfort, as Chrift had,
ne hath'if ranother Senfe fooq

that others know' not of s ‘and this'ins
deed is one great Reafon of his great Pas
tience in Affliction, for ‘he'is inwardly
comforted, while he.is outwardly' trou.
bled 5’ whilerhis fair-weather Friendsres |4
fufe to Commune with bim,vhc hath feL |
oret-and fweet :Communion with: God,
Gndichis fillshim wich Joy'; becaufe great. |(
er is he that is in him, than he that g |/
in 'the world, and all them that are-in. |ji
icenfed againlt hims a Man_ is' not joyful [
4n all his Enjoyments, while his Hear'v is {j
sprefs’d, downt with forrow andcheavi. |
fefs; but if that be kept up; dpirited and |4
enlivened, and Sorrow and Fear babifh’d g
there-from, he can enconnter With ithe i
‘greateft Difficulties and can Sleep.quiet-|j
Ay, though upon the Points of - Swords|}

d asito, this Joyrthat is in|f)

-axid ‘Spears ; anc
#he Soul'of a Believer, ‘none cail unders|y

* Atand ity or be (enfibleof fit)s but'he that|j
of ; they: that have ‘notlf

mpartakes thercol i
‘the Holy Spirit indwelling,. muft. needs o
be ignorant of the Joys of the Holy ki

Ghoft. - Clirift “never lets his' fufferin
People want a fupporting Cordial, he P
'will not Tuffer the Soul that he hath ;yeil

vifible gro
fofuchao

<

\deeurd to fail before him; and.this Joy (i
is]
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fﬂwlé the effe® of the Comfort, that the
g omforter, which he hath feat, brings
I 100 the Soul, and of the Love of God
#4 Which he hath thed abroad in the Hearts
v 0y is the natural Producion of this, for
0 the Holy Spirit takes the things of Chrift
¢ff 30d fhews them unto us; and certainly
:fM When fuch infiniteand unwordable Treas
60 'ures are difcovered to the Spirit of a
" Chriftian, he cannot but rejoyce; efpes
%gﬂ cially it being reveal’d by the Spirit that
tf;il; he hath an nrigueftionable. Right to all
i this, Hence the Apoltle faithy Now we
&1 h‘i’”e veceived, mot the Spirit- which is"of the
call [VotVd, Lut the Spiris which is of God, that
.d’rﬁf ?.g may, know,‘the . Things which are freely
S &1Ven us, of God;, v Cor.2.12. It may
%l be, the World concludes the Chriftian
tqu' 1@ poor and miferable Condition, for
g df‘“Y meafure a Mans happinefs by the
"o fulnels of Creature-Comforts ; and know
;ugl(lzo.bcttci, therefore rife - no higher:
/ éy r a1 nal Men are ignoranwo; the Things
‘ ﬂ"‘:'t God, thefe Things are fpiritaally dif=
nec& I"‘j__mﬁ‘»’;_Whlch‘_c:n‘mot be where there is
gol‘ /;A,u piritval Sight: The Things of | God
eﬂ V;Nl}awc’t‘u no - Man, but t,bc_ Spirtt of (im{:,
| ”‘tl 10 therefore takes up his Refidence in
i the Hearts of Believers, 1 Cor. 2. 11,
4 Jo;’i ’1 hat he may reveal thefe hidden Trea-

e G fures
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fures of Wifdom to them, and their Tj,
~tle thercuntos then whatever carnaj|,
Worldlings think of the Condition of 3 |,
Belicver that is ftript of all outwarq
Mercies, yet his Spirit is filld with

L T

more, than if he was poflefs’d with Mil.
lions of Gold, ‘becaufe he hath an infalli.
ble [ntereft in the God of all Grace anq
Mercy, and the Spirit of all Comfort.
that what he outwardly wants is mada
up with fpiritval Supplics, with the Ma.
nifeftations of himfelf in Chrift, by the
Spirit. The Teftimony of the Spirit,

which bears Witnefs “with his Spirit 3
That be is the Child of God, and an Eleip
of Eternal Glory, is that which' fills* him
with Joy in the midft of his Troubles ; §
And though in appearance he hath but
little in prefent Pofleflion, yet he hath o)
vaft Inheritance in Reverfion s and the
while he is under Age, and abroad in 3
World of Aflidtion: Yet confidering
his high Birth, and the large Eitate thay i
he fhall for ever enjoy when he is of [
Age, of which already he hath an Ear. (
neft 5 his Heart even leaps for Joy, and fif

- 3

he values not prefent Oppofitioin, but pa- !
tiently endures Temptations, O7. bl
- il




