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m» A Difcourfe of the Na-

h%“ ture and Excellency of the

¢ Grace of Patience.
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*‘6” SERMON II

9pf“ —
5&/’ JAMES -], 1v.
‘\s h@ But let Patience have her perfedt ) Vork,

’ﬂbh that ye may be perfelf and enbire,
h" wanting 1zot/mm

fi,
dfﬂ Have fhew’d you when Patience hath
3r;1 her perfe@ Work, and am enter’d
wupon the Ufe.
;e ¢l 1. Of Information.
i ng (x.) Such a one is a Lovcr of God
4 and Chrift,
(2.) He hath the Joy of the Spirit,
¢« Now to Proceed.
* 3. He hath the Peace of God, Fhil.
4+ 17. The Peace of God which paffeth alk
BB Un-
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Onderflanding, fhall keep your Fearts ang
“Minds through Chrift fefus. Hence through
the Apprehenfion of a Man’s Peace wi‘ﬁh .
God, his Heart is kept from Repining
and his Mind and Spirit quiet and ftill ,
Chriftian - Patience  fprings from thels
Knowledge of his Reconciliation to Gog
through Chrift: An awakened Sinnep|;
could have no. Satisfaction,  If he ftil]
2 look’d upon God as his Enemy and-un.
reconciled, but would remalll difquieteq
and reftlefs in the midft of abundance. off;
outward Enjoyments ; but when with anje
Eye of Faith he looks on God, as recon
ciled by the Blood of the Grofs, and now
his Friend and on his fide, he eafily en.
counters withthe greatefl Difficulties ang
Oppolitions in the World, and values
sot the Power and Policy of his worft E.
nemics, reafoning as Paul, Rom. 8.:31 i
If God be for us, who ¢an be againft us o
If he be on our fide, who hath Power ¢
nough to roine all our Enemies‘only wigh
a look of Indignation; what Caufe hayel
we to be afraid of the ftrength and num
ber of them that are againft us? If mwe

are of God, 1 ]Ohl'l 4o B Then greater gy
he, thatisinns, then be that is inthe Worlg j¢

“¥io that is our Friend, cannot but Pity
e when in Diftrefs, and if God be forf§
RN : us""
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. t(o P_Oljr Friend, he wants not. Bow-
- oles ity us, nor Love to help us; and-
1 - ugh he doth not prefently deliver; ns,
fﬂ i E’ISFaﬂords prefent Strength 'to nphold
il foe’ and he that is Omnifcient cannot byt
fﬂjxl abc and obferve what our Adverfaries are
g i 3 3Ut to.do ;.yea what they arc acting
o0 isn hdehgmng to a& againft us: He that
i the fearcher of the Hearts and tryer of
¢ I'Il: Reins, is well acquainted with the
a&wa dOUghts_and Counfels of their Heartsy
0 SE' he being Wifdom it felf wants not
?IC E ill to Counter-work them in all their
tl'fht\;’/ll Purpofes: He that hath given  his
o otd, andis Truthit felf cannot fail
110 ns’ who hath promifed not to leave us,
' “,\;Sf forfake us: He will not break his
9 o1 ord, to gratifie the Devil and his Peo-
1‘1a n‘}) ¢s Enemies ; neither can he, for faith-
yl‘ﬂﬁif{ is be that bath promifed, who alfowmill dv
&) bGOd' can as foon ceafe to he, as ceale
j ,;nt. ¢ faithful: Now I fay, the Confide-
y fa(Plon of this, that God is at Peace with
¢ “’liis erfon, through the Blood cf the Crofs
bl ftrong ground of Patience : This
il‘"l‘tha‘:]? that a patient Chriftian, is one
if ut_llii}th_ not only Faith in the Habit,
% Gdodo in Exercife; that be acts Faith
I r;uf“cu d through Chrift, believing he is
sig ® nciled and at Peace with God : And
i C3 this




" he fould fubmit and be at quict, for
. the Lord wifely orders every Providence.
" therefore (1.) A patient Chriftian gives

out ofthe Duft.  God hath afore appoin-
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this occafioneth that quiet and peaceable

‘frame that is feen in him, &

4. A patient Chriftian is ohe' well

freight with Grace; he isa Man of 4

precious and fingular Temper, long-fufe
tering, gentle and meek, yeaabounding
in gentlenc(s and meeknefs. - ‘Anger and
rafnefs bewrays a Mans weaknefs, and
are the contrarics to gentlenefs: and
mecknefs, but Patience under the Rod,
declares the gentlenefs and meeknefs of
the Perfon exercis’d therewith : And the
Grace of Jong-fuffering when he conti-
nues quict under great and continued Afs
flitions and provocations from his Ene.
miesy duch a onc hath learnt of Chrift to
pe meck and humble or:lowly-minded ;
He confiders, the Wwifdom and Sove.
reigty of God is concerned in every
providence, all things that God docs are
well done, becaufe wifely done, accord.
ing to the Counfel of his’own Will
and therefore 'tis highly reafonable that

a careful Attention unto the Voice of the
Rod, for thereisa Voice from God in
every Affliction. Affli&ion rifeth not

tedg
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Mﬁ’ El‘id.and meafured out the Afflictions and
; rials of his People; and the Man of
¢ Patience and Wifdom confiders this, 7z
0 the World ye fhall have Tribulation. 1t
% muft be fo, for God has. ordain’d it
g thall be fo, for gracious and wife Ends;
i A,.{’C*”h 6. 9. The Lords Poice crieth unto the
yrﬁ‘ City, and the Man of Wifdom fhal fee thy
1y Name, bear ye the Rod, and who bath ap-
3[3;1& pointed it, $uch a one meekly and pati-
"ﬁf ently endures the chaftenings of the
ﬂcd[? Rod, becanfe it is in fuch a- Hand that
lgoﬂ“‘« can defign no evil againft a Believer,
/] Ji but God fecks his. own Glory and his
7 Peoples good, in every itroke of his
it Hand : And therefore heattends to, and
hearkens out the Voice of God in it, he
4 knows he deferves this and more, and
4 When the Hand of God is upon him, it
i ftirs up the Spirit of Prayer; and he
zord‘ goes to God faying, Shew me wherefore
'wi]l‘ thou contendeft: with me; he defires to
know his Sin, that he may be humbled
EGI{# for it, and take heed to avoid it for the
téd Future; though his Enemies curfe bim
gi“‘ and caft Dirt in his Face, he does not
i Prefentdy gy in their Faces, but confiders
5 § the Hand of God in it. When Shimei
. rall_cq at, reproached and curfed David,
I bifhi wonld have gone over and cut off

it C 4 that
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that dead Dogs Head, as he!'worded it.
But fays Dawid, Let him cmfe, becanfe
the Lord bath faid unto bim curfe David,

2 Sam. 16. 10. The main thing that a |

‘Believer Eyes in every Afflition is the
Hand of God: They that [eck after my
Life, lay [nares for me : And they that feek
mmy bart [peak mifchicvons things, and ima-

gine deceit all the Day long, but 1 as a Deaf

Man heardnot s, and I was as @ Dumb Man
that openeth not bis Mouth, Pialm 38. 12,
13. But why was David fo quiet ; fee
wer. 15. For inThee do I bope, &e. Thou
haft gracious Ends in permitting all this,
’is to humble me no doubt for my Sins,
and was this effected in and vpon him ?
Sec wer. 18. For I will declare mine Ini-
quity 1 will be forry for my Sins: Yet he
could not but think of the Strength and
Malice of his Adverfaries, ver. 19. But

smine Enemies are lively, and theyare firong.:

And they that bate me wrong fully are multi-

plicdy they alfo that render evil for pood are
iy Adverfaries, &c. Yet the Believer is
patient and dare not open his Mouth" by

' way of Murmuring; why? becanfe the

Lord hath a Hand in it, &e. Thus he
artends to the Voice of the Rad,

(2.) Such a one opens his Heart to re- |

ccive what God fpeaks to him by the
' Rod,
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Juftice and Truth it felf, that requird
this of him ; and his Commands arc not
o be difputed, fecing ’tis not poflible
for God to countenance any unrighteous
and unjuft Aéion. So the patient
Chriftian, ’tho God brings him into the
deep Waters of Afflictions remembers
the Promife of God, lfa.  43. 2. When
thou pafseft through the Waters I will be
with thee, and through the Rivers they [ball
aot over flow thee, &c. Sucha one hath
right notions of God, that he is a God
of Truth; and tho’ he paffes through the
Waters of Affliction , yet, God having

given him his Word to be with himin a

a {pecial manner, in fuch a Condition he

briskly wades through and prefleth for.
ward 3 he had rather be in Adverfity |
~ with the promifeof t .

than in profperity without it, for he
feeketh God, not himfelf; his Glory |
pot his own carnal cafe, &e. Suchga
one, like 2 Child, is willingto venture
any where with its Mother, or Nurfe,
bue dare not Ve

without them : 1If _thc Mother fays [
will go with thee, Ve me thy Hand,

Chiid , thou fhalt comec to no hurt’

then the Child goes contentedly. So

a Paticnt Chriftian , having Gods ProJ
mife i

he Divine Prefence, |/

nture in a-dark placel;
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i m"fe to be with him, is content:to
Ay ‘b"’ddc throngh deep Afflictions , efpecially
4{3’;# ccaufe he hath his. Word, Rivers of
pﬂ{‘& Troubles Jhalb not _overflow bim , had he
ght.‘ﬁ Dot Faith in the Promife, he would not
y with Patience, endure  Tribulation,
o0 5 1 here is nothing grieves and troubles
o the Spirit ofa Chriftian fo much as his
}4’# Sin ; this being his greateft burden, he
uffﬁw would gladly “be rid of it, and under-
Wbﬁ ﬂ_andl{]g that Affliction is that by which
¢ 64‘ his Imgm'ty fhall be purged, and this is all
0% the fruit to take away bis Sin, 1fa. 27: 9.
“gb‘lt? That which difhonours - God, Wounds
i and Troubles his own Conicicnce,
[ ~cartainly he would patiently endurca
. Cut tho’ fomewhat dcep, for the leting
out the Corrmption and taking away
' the Core , than that it fhould further
infeét his Soul, and continually Knaw

' his Confcienge. Our Journying to Hea-
ven, cannot be over-pleafant while Sin
f lies a5 a heavy burden on our Souls,
Tho’ God be reconciled to the Sinper
by the Blood of the Crofs; yet to walk
in the Dark without the Manifeftations
| of this Reconciliation is difinal. _Astho’
% a Child in Raggs , may be rightful Heir
. toa vaft Inheritance , and fhall certainly
0 hereafter tafte the fweetnels of it, yet
: being
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* being Ipnorant hereof, at prefent he loeks
upon himfelf no better thana Beggar,
and in a peor and miferable Conditibn,
Nothing can hinder us from fweet Com-
munion with God in his Ordinances
but Sin; nothing can take our Hearts
off from Spiritual Dutys but Sin ; either
we mufl leave off finning, or finning will
make us leave off Praying: Therefore
God by Afflition hedges up our way of
finning, that fo we may glorifie Him,and
He Comfort us, that we may be brought
£0 humble our felves at his Feet, confefs
and forfake our Sins, and that he may
Hand forth his Pardoning Graces, and
manifelt his Love to US thereby 5 that
He may fay, Beof good cheer, your Sins are
forgiven you. And that we may bein a
pofture o receive his gracious Smiles,
the fhinings of his Face and fweet com-
munion with hin. And it being reveald
to the Soul,’ that thefe’are the gracious
ends which God propofeth, in Afflicting
his own Children ; Ating Faith in the
Troth hereof, he not only Patiently,
“put moft heartily wades through ' the
Waters, that'are of fo'great Lie and ad-
antage. Befides this,-he beliéveth that

‘\Word in ‘Fabb. 1. 135, where the Pro-
phet faith, fpeaking of God, Thon art
of
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L O purer eyes than to bebold evil,and canft not
% look on Iniguity, &e. If God did not
u,f. thW' himfelf difpleafed ‘at Sin, where
%’V ;:.Vcl‘ 1t is, how would his Purity and Ho=
i inefS be manifefted ?'tho’ He be recon-
;cgﬂs Ciled to the Perfons of his- People, He
i Ednnot bet reconciled to their Stns ; for
cw'iﬂ ¢ cannot approve ' of that which is con=
'5{01'0 trary tohis own divincly Holy Nature;
ﬂof %.(’d would feem to countenance Sinin
”agd 15 People, if he ufed no method ' with
i them to'thew his diflike; and what better
’oug,{q and likelier means could he ufe than by
) Corréttion, to' let them know their
P Faults and thereby’ difcover' his Purity ,
(b that he cannot look'on Iniquity with aiy
4 abprobation ?’ Would he to ‘manifeft his -
il ndignation againft the Sins of his Elect,
?C'W"" punifh his own' finlefs Son, (who had
i Sifl only fticking ‘to'him by Imputation’)
b0 Yo Bunith him with’ Hell Torment s
b and yet tie ‘up his own 'Hands, from
“E;( Chaftifing them whofe Sia ocafioned His
e Sons Sufferings? “Tho’ Chrift hath took
s out of the Hand of God, the Sword of
¢ his vindidtive Juftice, ‘that 'he may not
fud’ F‘f“lﬂl the Ele& with'- HelP'Torments;
¢hat l"“ hqth not took from 'him'his Réd, that!
P ’(’;C “;“Y not Corredt ther as their Fathiérs
i _‘0‘ hath more kindnefs.for his l’cop".e,v
ﬂf . than
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than to fpoil them , by fuffering them
to grow Headftrong ; which they
would be apt todo, did he not fometime
chaftife them. It may be faid of the
beft of God’s Children as Solomon {peak
Pro.. 22. 15. Fooli(buefs. is bound in the
Heart of aChild, but the rod of: correion
[fhall drive it far from him. Now the
Patient Chriftian, believes that God
takes this courfe to fhew him his Folly
and make him Wife ; and therefore re.

pines not at the Rod, &e.
6. A Patient Chriltian, is a moderate
and temperate Chriftian ;. Was he not
1.of an even temper, how

moderate anc :
could he pafs t}_xrough various changes
. in his condition in the World, and not

be put out of Humour ? his defires and
Affedions are Not immoderately - fet

upon the, World and the things thereof .
. wereit {0, he wonld be _rcftlefs and dif~
fatisfy’d,’tili he attain’d his carnal Wifheg
and Defires, and he could. not be quiet
without them. = T herfore for a Man to
be fallen from a plentiful Eftate, toa low
Condition, froma ftate of bodily Health
and outward Tranquility, to a condition
of Sicknefs and Milery, and yet to keep
in an even temper of Mind, declares him

to be a moderate Man: To lof¢ outward
~ En- |
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' Enjoyments and yet remain quict and fa- < "N
iy tisty’d, fhews that not thofe carnal En-
iy Joyments, but God in them, was the
fi Bafis of his Comfort : And fo tho’ he
i bath loft his Enjoyments, yetnot having
yet loft his God , heisasquiet and Pa-
tient as before: Tho’ fuch a one may
defire this, thatand the other worldly
Good ; yet not fo much to fatisfie his
§ Tenfual Appetite, as that God may be
% Glorifd thereby : But ifGod fees fit to
deprive him ofthefe, or not to Anfwer
i his Defires, he is Content, why? Be-
caufe he peceives it makes more for
God’s glory that he bewithout them:
Seeing his Wife Providence hath fo or-
dered matters ; he is willing that God
fhould have the ordering of his Affairs ;
who is Wifdom and Goodnefs it felf,
{ fi and knows what is beft: for ‘ him, and
@il wherein he may Glorific himfelf, An °
Immoderate Defire after any thing we
have not in Poffeffion , declares us -
diffatisfied with our prefent Condition ,
and difcontented with God’s allowance,
and therefore bewrays the weaknefs of
§ Grace and ftrength of corruption, and
to run afterthat which God intends for
us in his time. To ride Poft before
g God’s Providence in Delire ; Speaks
‘ aloud
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* aloud our impatience,and the unquietnefs

of our minds; it declares we take not
matters kindly at God’s hands, when

" we are in hafte to be delivered out of our

Troubles when He feems not to be
willing ; it is finful, when it is fo,. tho’
Men perceive it not, but more finful
when it is apparent to them that con’
verfe with us : Becaufe it is a bad . Co-
for weak Chriftians to Write by, and
no Encouragement to thofe that areen-
tering upon a clofure with Chrift.  And
as God is hereby dithonoured,” weak
Chritians ftaggered, convinced Sinners
difcouraged. ~ So prophane Perfons
take an Advantage hercby to ridicule
Religion - Seeing we difcover our {elves
to be like them in our Immoderation :
And it is no ways for ‘our own Cre-
dit  and Reputation, Phil. 4. 5 Ler
our moderation be known unto all wmen :
The Lord is at band. W are not to de-
ceive, or play the Hlypocrite, by appear-
ing to be what. we arc not 5 and there-
fore not to make ' fhew of that which we
have not. But yet, if we are Menlof
Moderation: it wilk be for God’s Glory
that it appears fo to all Men. Wi
our Sin of Immoderation, would be
aggravated and heightened 5 if it appear
even
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;( even then when'God is at' Hand to help
¢ Us, and coming’ to anfwer and deliver

l p
i(3w us, The' Lord is at Hand. And as' Mo-'

;w d,er.auﬁ)n, fo Temperance fhincs in a
-{oggl. Patient Chriftian ; for when our Com-
rd- mons are cut fhort, and to have hardly
enough to keep Life and Soul together
o (as we fay ) yet 1o be fatisfy’d, argues
i o We have no {mall degree of Patience; or
g0 o have abundance, ‘and yet to be tem-
1 ¢ Perate, For Perfons that had their Cel-

b f,hOiCe Varieties, to be'brought to a Mor-
it ¢l of Bread, anda Draft of Water, and
o’ zet quiet and patient, argues their Mo-
it detation, -and Temperance; that they
were not Belly-gods, and did not dote

(o’ on what they had, and that their Happi-
lc ?efs did not Centre in thofe things ; and
g Tor Perfons to have Plenty of that which
bt Daturally they Love and Delight in, and
ol %‘;tbt_o reduce their Appetite to a low
. 1 tdh') 11 the defire and ufe of thefe, argues
i it N at the ‘Heart is not fet upon thefe
awe ngs 5 for a Poor Man to be fatisfy’d
;of With his Condition, and a RichMan wil-
o (":gl to be reduc’d to Poverty, and: that
nd,v‘,]f‘ fhould take ‘the greateft Part of
& ‘I‘“ he hath for his Glory, argues not
g# *11Y 2 Man to be temperate, but that his
e : Heart

lars fu)] of Wine, their Tables fec with

o
oo,
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Heart Centres in: God-and not the Crea..
cure - 1f a Man is willing, to part with
that which: God'is taking away, though, |¢
it fuits his carnal Appetite: It declares Pl
fuch a one to be much wean’d from the g@ﬁ
Love. of the World. The Lord gives, b?d‘
and. the. Lovd takes (fays! Job) Blefled. be |1°
the Name of the Lordy Job 1.215 &, e

1. Ufe of Exbortation, To, labour af-
ter Paticnce in - Affliction, and in every i
Condition to be fatisfied, Be much: in ik
the Contemplation of the Attributes of f
God, whichare all laid-in Covenant, fop W

the Ufeand Encouragement of the Lord’s |#°
of fome of them. . |#

People; let me fpeak i

. The Power, Alfufficiency, and Al (A8
mightinefs of God. Indeed, when a Man v
is in Diltres, and befet with a ftrong 4
Adverfary, having no Ericnd with him
to help him, he cannot but be furprized |i®
with Fear in fo great a Danger, and ¢
helplefs; and if he had fome Friend with dT”ﬂd
him that was unable to defend himiclf 5!3“1,
or affift him, his Cafc would be no_bet-| ;
ter : Butat fuch a Time to have in Com- W
pany a Friend of confiderable Strength i
and Couragc, this bears up his Spirits |/ |
and keeps his Heart from fainting; even ms
, ol
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Mff ;%?h”ﬁlans when you meet with Op-
W conll%on from powerful Enemies, if you
Weali. er_your ownStrength, and the
nal nefs and' infufficiency of your cars
F be d,ilfrlﬁnds and Relations; you would
the icoﬂtagec} + But if yon confider that
o ord is with youn; and on your fides
' 0 is'a God of Power and Might, you
o all not be difmay’d; the Confiderati=
i w* gﬂ of this, made Panl to break forth in
lpl’?ﬂ‘w{ blefe Words: If God be for s, who can
/ tf againft us, Rom. 8.31. If he who with
il N}? breath of his Noftrils, can {catter
4% Millions of Giants, and drive them away
3”%}65 as'Chaff* before a ftrong Wind, be for
?{;efﬂ‘ '1’?'7 who can be againft us? if he:be for us,
W Xf? it.not in his Power to difpirit all our
j } v\;'\’erfg\rncs, and make them as weak as
o M.“tel‘f Cannot he foon change their
ol | inds, and turn their Hearts as theRi~
g e of Waters ar¢ turned; that of Ene-
P il ’ ies they may become Friends? Is he
oy tloF able to confound them, and make
geéfw' S;Lm afhamed of all their Impicties and
%mf‘ hignc}crs? Cannot his Voice foon effect
p ﬁz;tlllfafurc? Ifa. 65. 13, Therefore: thus
b 00 bu‘t b the Lord God, my Servants fhall eaty
'ulé 03 ]bai{e Jfhall be bungry 5 bebold my Servants
Pl 7  driky but ye. fhal bt thirjys, bebold
-:5 : 4 W Seruants fhall vejoyce, bub ye fhall be
978

afbameds |
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afhamed, ver. 14. Behold my Servants

fball fing for Soy of Heart, but ye (ball cry

for forrow of Heart, and fball how! for vex-

ation of Spirit, ver. 15. And ye (hall leave

your Name for a Curfe unto ny chofern. 1s

it not finful to fear the Strength and

number of our Enemies, when the Al- |

mighty hath declared  himfelf for wus?

Doth not God exprefs himfelf thus un-. |

to his People, Exck.36.9. For behold 1

am for you, and I will turn unto you, &e. |
1f we fhould then be difcouraged, it muft |
be becanfe we queftion God’s Power or

Faithfulnefs, or both, and is not this
finful? And Beloved, whatever our
Troubles or Afflitions are, though ne-
ver {o great, though never fo many ;

|t Confideration of Gods Alfufficiency

would be a means to quict our Spirits un«
depiall of them 5 feeing this 15 laid in Co-

~venant for us, is not he an Almighty

God? And doth henot fay, I will be your
God, Ezek. 36.28. And hath fuch a God .
promifed, and cannot he, nor will he
not perform it? If you fay he cannot
help you, you reproach his Power ; if
you fay he will not, you charge him with

unfaithfylnefs » If Almightinefs, Alfuffi- §

i:_lency, cannot fupport you, cannot de-
iver  you, you may eternally Difpair:

V/’h() |
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Who among you hath a tender Love for
your Children, and Power enough to
help them, when in Difirefs you. would

- Tefufg to affitt them 2 Ifa Child is:Sick,

P oor, or encompafled with mercilefs E=
Némies;  and it lies in the Power, of a
Fathier to cure him, to relieve him, to

- defend him, and doth notdoit, doth not

this declare him to be unnatural and to
want Bowels to his own Child ? And will
an Alfufficient God think ye, fuffer him-
felf to be reproach’d for want of exert-
ng his Power for his Peoples good in
their Diftrefs, &¢. Learn you to im-
Prove the Power and Alfufficiency of
God ( which js laid vpin Covenant for

| you) in your AffliGions, and this will

€ a means to quict and fatisfic your Spi=
Tits, &,

2. The faithfulnefs and nnchangeablnéfs
9 God. 1 touch’d upon this in the laft

, Head. - Indeed, when in Afflition and
oppofed by a multitude of Potent Adver-

’,
M
‘”ﬂ

to, to have fome fait-weather Friends,
fuch that have Power, but not Will,
to help and relieve vs, is but a rotten
ftay inour Diftrefs 5 toapply our felves

© to fuch for their Afliftance; and find
‘:.them cold to our requefts and deaf to
4 our crys 5 nay, to flight and contemp vs,

b ’ i~
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inftead of encouragingus, is not the i
way to raife our hope but avgment ouy I
Gricf: And.truly thisis very  ordinary [f
and frequent, even-among Profeffors ip i
this dark Day : ‘While Profperity fiiles |1
on us, they fmiles ‘But when we faf|
into Adverfity, we - foonfee. their Coun. f
tenances altered and behold their Fowns, | ;
Nothing is more natural to' Men, thap s
_ to be lovers of themfelves ; and felf ad. g0
mirers Smile on none, .without pro. ;wY
pofing ~ fome outward Advantage tq qod
themielves: And whilea Man hath many l’!m‘
Friends, thrives and Profpers, he fhau\W
got want the Countenance and Comple~ ) /
ment of - fuch Pexfons : Becaufe he is jn "”‘
a Capacity, fome how, OF other, to l?,ﬂ
&6 them a kindnefs ata dead Lift: Byt blsh;
when once they perceive him to gq K(Y
down the Hill and fall into deep Adver-. ( ;
fity 5 they all difappear and are not feen . 00
Yeaft they themfelves fhould be petitioned tf’[c f
for Relief. The change of our Con_fam"
. ‘dition, foon alters the Countenance of
fickle fair-Weather Friends; who reafi
verenced our Wealth, not our Perfong ‘wtﬂo
The Wife Man is muchin the right o’ m;ﬂ;
Pro. 19. 4, 7. Wealth maketh man;d"
f\’}’e.”d‘a baut the Poor is [eparated from hisfy
f”gbboﬂf, Fuery Man is @ Friend 10 him)
; :  that]




that giveth G (‘\47 4
o p Gifts,” Al 't
zﬂdﬂ F:Z;j: bate bim ¢ FHow Zufgeﬁﬂm e
il with, &o far from bim: He pcrﬁrebda %
his iSom’.s‘, yet they are wantin e
W dealin 210 new ' thing - /But togﬁ;gi {l3 #
s fcanda% among the religious i i
e to Religion: But' whe it foleth
i Grouom: , 'the true Chri&i:iin llwt falleth
g ,POWe?? to be difcouraged, ‘feei g
b ‘ul Almighty, Alfafficie i
W Gog promifed - to be hisFriend R
; i ,t.;o help ™ ftrengthen andytfa‘i na
f}‘b‘ff’ him:{hall nd all that are -incenced ap o
e e be afbamed -and Co?/ﬂ);mdecf ’mh”ﬁ
BP“ oo all be_as sothing,” “and ' th v
,15,; 4 Hwttb bim' [hall ;c,ri/b {ee 16)' i
‘[793. lhis’Ha l-1 dAx;l(ils v\%})ﬂl loncc G<;d hat}{:;ixﬁ:n.
P By his Pee ord of i
" 0¥ ,1}119 Emplc, they hatvgr: Ill_:]lfcto .
f ordll. s ‘for he'is oblig’d toc;{grouqd
{c;ﬁz t?eafc tE) P}{Z C‘anp '1:1 foon%eafe toe‘?)lf): }g:
B 1 a God of )
o puéﬁ-ﬁ' It deftroys tlg rclzjig ﬁnd il
o ! fulﬁﬁ:}ml ofa reputed hone;tlt g
o e his Word, when i Map; o
o norhi.r,,to fulfil it. God I”llc llyS m_his
! and if“f’ but what he is :iblcat“ e
"’"3 S nl:c((llmh not fulfil his Prc(:)pe:r_form :
i not be eds be unfaithful, b NG
it . He cannot I fay AR LD
j ¥, neither will
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He by breaki <h 49

reaking his, Word, giv '
vantage to the. Devils, 'no’rganeyanghq‘-
Enemics, to charge him ey i,
St,: Panl makes the Faithfulnefs of GgS'
the epcouraging Reafon, of his Hope
of his Future Etgrnal-Happinefs. Tinl;‘&
Y. 2. In hope of Eternal Life, which G <
that cannot. Lye, promifed before the Wor(;g
began. Thisis a ftrong ground of Co
the Afli¢ted. Belicver ; thf,lg

God hath promifed him fuccor of Relief .

and that he will not, yea he cannot br

B eak |
his \)Vord.7 Heb. 10..23. For be is fairb;,i(l
that promifed. This is given as a ground y

of Encouragement to_ the Hebrews, , t
hold faft the pro 3k
without wavering.
{tagger,onr Faithan
who is faithful, to I
and..caanot Lys:
this, was that w
livened. the ;2
midft of their
Brethren ;€3 €

Spirit of the: gtc
1. 2,3, Fipally Brethren; Pray for ug

d confidence in God

30005 %

that ;be Word of the Lord 'may have: fiee

Ol [ andd e glarified even as it 15 with you Jts
AL

feffion of their Faith |
Nothing mgml

Jis word of Promife
The, confideration of ff(
_hlch qmgkcncd and ena
ncient Chriftians, in theb
Troubles and among falfs 5t
hat which bore up tt 0
; P ey
ateft Apoftles, 2. Thef

A4 h 7 0 )
[ And that we may be delivered from. unread

g, and nicked Men s, For all Ade

bavdl !
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E Ajhzwc nob Faith, But the Lord. is faithful,
‘n{yﬂ"’bo Shall ablifh you, and keep you from
w&"’dll In all our Straits and Troubles,
G&W‘- fhould have recourfe to the Pro-
mifes and reft upon the faithfulnefs of
:/;I;Gol therein. And Beloved, as the
Wod «Uth*u Inefs, fo the uncmn%ab enefs of
Wl od is mouud of anoax\wcmcm to us
nall our Tribulations+ Tho’ Friends
5‘1“61 their Refpetts to us, as our Coil-
m(ltlonx alters and chm&;cs. Yet, God
baln his ‘Love remains {till the fame to us,
Lo He loved ys not at firft for what we had,
f” \Or for any Exéllency he faw inus:  The
II' [tmltWIrd bClltY and pomp of. wor}dly
"s’ 'bGlmy and VVealth , dotlt not in the
ult caft atera@ his Eye: He is thé Donor
OAO all outward Good things; and an
rﬂw ternal Happinefs and lchuty to him=
V”’A RIf, The Argument of his Loving us,
I o cmg drawn from himfelf, and not hom
W tfu“ or aur condition, our d}‘.mwdlucneﬁ,
1",%01 the Mutation ofeur State can make
115 00 change in his Love; He himfclf be-
M”lf’ nndmrlvcmle in lm MNature, - The
f"ﬂ Olmd'ltlon of his Love to his People,
7 fﬂ” therefore an immurable and unchange-

}pal

ole “Ground. And ifthe Grovnd and
rgument of his Lové remains, his Love
o us neceffarily muft -continue, - and«"
: D if
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if bis Love continues to usthe fame i |k
all Mutations of Providence. We hayg i
1o reafon of impatience or difquictmeny
whatever our Condition in the VVorig Iy
be, Ifhe that fitsat the Helm of Affairg |
ordering all things in Heaven and Earth i{f‘ﬂ
according to the Counfel of his gy lff
VVill, be our Ppwcrful,_ Faithful anqg [
unchangeable Friend. Then may w (48
affure our felves that all things will gq |ji
well with us, and turn to our Advap. [
tage; (altho at prefent wedo not per. gk
ceive it, but thing run crofs to our CSIKJIIA«
nal defires.) For how.can any thing dfl
hurt us? Seeing he wants not Power g 1;4‘
prevent it, and hath promifed fo to doz |
and how can we fear a difappointment_ |y
fecing he s faithful that hath };Jr(mziﬁd’ mog
who a!fo will do it. And what tho. We ayg |
fallen into a State of Adverlity, Trouble 5;:({
and Diftrefs ; his Mind  being ‘nog C}‘h
changed , nor bis Love in Lh?, leagy )
abated 5 his Bowels  will not ﬁ:ﬂcrany d;r{‘
thing to harm us. We have 1o gronng fi
tothink heis altered in his Affectiong.f
: becan{e he hath chang’d Om‘rmeditiOnsjﬁ
: and we are now-under the ftrokesof his .3}](
Rod ; but ’tis rather a Corroboratingfi
Inftance of his Love, for mhom be lozse it
be chafiens. A Parcnt’s whipping of hj
- Chilg
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ch}uld" argues not his hatred of him,
h‘(but his Love, Care and tendernefs; to

WM reclaim him from thofe Enormities that
MW‘ might otherwife inevitably iflue in his
‘Vm Ruin: Tho’ he adminiftersa bitter Po-
44” tion to his &hild, and Conftrains him
i_ g to take it, for the removal of ill Humours
i gcontracted in his Stomack, dre. This
) '43{‘g11cs no alteration or abatement of
Mﬂi his Love ; feeing thereby he defigns his
;WagHealth and Advantage, &, If God
A ; take from us fuch things, by which we
g0t r,_have done harm to our felves,either this
glifor the other carnal Enjoyment ; and
if ' 10W hedges up our way, that we can-
A ol DOt come near them ; this argues not
¥ any change in him or his Love: No
il j more than it fhews a want of Love in 2
ro”;,ftcnder Mother, when fhe takes away
j#%and - hides, out of the fight of her
4¢ Child, that Knife wherewith he had cut
fiBy his Finger., Beloved, tho’ your Con-
1 _[‘dltlon be changed, yet for your Com-
lﬁc,‘for_t, and that yon may not be dif=
jg quicted; God faith, Mall, 3. 6. 1 am

ﬁrg,{ffli the Lord, I change not, &c,
nd';ﬁ 3. The Holincfs of God. 1 have touch’d
U this alrcac}y,a nd therefore fhall fpeak the
lefs ac this time: We are to confider, 4
A that God’s providential way, to declare ;
D 2 the /f\




the Purity and Holinefs of his Natore.
is not meerly by the Light fet up iy
Mens Confciences, but by his outwarg
dealings withthe Children of Men § that
the - glorious Luftre of this Attribyte
may fhine through-out allghis Works .,
This is manifefted inwardly to Mepg
Confciences, and by his Word and Spirig
and outwardly by his A@s of Provj.
dence : And this of Holinefs, is indeeq

the Glory of all his other  Attributes . |
it putsa Luftre upon them as well as up};

on all his Works : Holinefs was thy,
Image and likenefs - which -we had of
God  in our firft Creation. From |,
view of this, together with that happy
Commuaion Man had with God, {prup
Satan’s  malice, who ‘being: miferabje
himfelf,  highl difdaip’d  and envig

Man’s happinefs; and if Man’s: happi[i

nefs at firlk; confifled iu this, the'iog
of Holinefs, was neceflarily the lofs of
his Happinefs. And this Satan wel)
underftood, elfe had he not tempteq
him to Siﬂ,’ in t(]king of the f()l‘bid({e
Eruit : For by Sin he was depriy,
Urhiereof, -and became unmeet for Copy
aunion wirh a Holy: God, which wiy

the Heaven  of Man’s Happinefs: F()rc

. God being theonly Good and chief By

d

off*

| 1€
i
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| of Man : The lofs of our primitive Ho
| linels - and  Righteoufnefs, feparated

f' us from that only good, who could not

look pleafently upon us and lay us in
i i‘_‘“ Bofom as before, we being by our
% Sin and cifobedience, become unclean
0 and polluted. ~God therefore to make
4 Us fenfible of our unhappinefs, by reafon
of Sin and his difpleafure thereat , (as
well as to declare his Truth and Juftice,)
fo foon as he had embrac’d a Fools Pa-
' radice and Sin’d, turn’d him out of his
real Paradice, and hid his Face from
him : “For Holinefs being his Nature and
Himfelf, he could do no otherwif€,
unlefs he feen’d to walk contrary to him-
{elf; and not only fo, but. give Man
jult’ ground, to fufped his Purity and

i to charge Him with Fallhood, in break-

g ing his Word, had he not fhew’d_him-
felf ofiended . with Sin. And truly as
God did not upon Man’s firft Sin, walk
contrary to himfelf and {eem to counte=
nanceit, So neither doth he, nor canhe
by any means indulge Men in their Sins ,
0 not his own chofen People; for tha®
 (as I have {aid) he be reconcil’d fo fan:
to their  Perfons, by  the - Death. of

g} Chrift, ‘as not to punifh them with end-

¢ 1efs wrath as a fevere Judge, yet neither
i is
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1she ,nor can he be reconcil’d to theip
Sins, unlefs he fall out with himfelf, anq
alt contrary to his Nature, which i
utterly Impoflible. And tho’ after the
Fall, A4dam had the Promife of the Sced
Chrift, anda&ed Faith in the Promife .
and was Perfonaly Juftifi’d and receiv’ o
to God, yet, this hindred not, but he
muft tafte the froit of his Sin, Ger p;q
Bread, by the fmeat of his brow 5 and g |
length return to Duft, and why (41 |
but becaufe God would bave a contj.
nual Senfe of his Sin to remain in hipy M
o long as liv’d : that God might make 11
bis hatred ' thereto apparent; apq |/
enhaunce the Price of his Holinefs. Apq [ #
is it not therefore highly reafonable thag | ¢
Men fhould patigaly and quietly fubmit o;
to his Rod, whereby God makesa djg.-{ 1
covery of the Purity of his Nature, apq
his averfnefs to Sin? and that to thijg :
yery End, that through Chrift Mep [0
might be feparated from their Sin, ang §
recover their primitive Happmc{'s of {1
Communion with God: For without K. ﬂlg
tinefs no Man [hall fee the Lord, Heb. 13, gk‘
S14.°&e. : SR £l
4. And Laftly. God’s Omnifciency,
“The ferious confideration of this Attrj.
bate; that God’s Eye is likea flame of [
- - Fire i
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I Fire that penctrates through the clofeft
Crevis  and Cavern, that he beholds all
# Things and Perfons with one look and
iy ac all times, Would certainly much
tend to the quieting and fettling of the
Soul under the heavieft Preflures and

fi"é In the deepeft Affli¢tions. Heb.4. 13.
M‘K \ Neither is there any creature that is not

Wl manifift in bis fight, for all things ave na=
1 ﬂ ked and opeyed unto the eyes of him, with
r aﬂd' whom we have to do. - Therefore as he be-
¥ holds our Enemies, and obferves all
acogﬁ their motions, with a defign to counter-
mhlﬂ work them ; or takesa ftrict obferva-
tion id order to meafure out their Pu-

@ nithineng_according to the degree and
'; B demerig of their Sin. So his Eye is up-
'b"ctV. On us, .narrowly watching our motjons
el whether  we have any Heart-burnings
i&;ﬁ’_ and Heart-rifings againft them; and
‘r‘ﬂf are ot ready to ufurp the Throne of
;0‘0{1 God, and take upon us to be Judges in
" ) our own Caufe, and Exccutioners of our
G ’l Advcrﬁu‘l?%. For vengeance is mine faith the
'06{5 ],O-i‘d, ana I will repay at,Rom. [2. 10.
) 11 It is dangerous to feem, as tho’ we would
i take the work out of God’s hand 5 whofe
lory is as much concerned, as our

| Peace and Profic + we are to confider that
‘M heis not an Idle Spectater, but obferving
% how. .. 4
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how 'is Name is expofed, will nof, can nopt
winck, at their  Sinj and therefore will lay-holq &
en a fit opportunity to fhew them their Sin hysl
their punifhmeng * be flill, faith Jehovah, ey
know that Iam GOd. As he is God, and it is hjg
Royal Prerogative, both to punifh and parden i
Sin': So he wangs neither Wifdom nor Juftice g |
find out a fic Reafon and right methods to mag. §¢
nifie thofe his Attributes, inavenging himfelf ¥
on hisand our Adverfaries. Therefore it is oup |
Duty to ftand ftill, and fee the Salvation of God, § A
as Omnifcience cannot but fee allgur Affli€tiong ‘

and Tribulations s fo he wants not ‘ar Eye to pita
ty us, becaufe he loves us, and if he fees oup
Diftrefs, and Loves our Perfons, he will at pre.
{ent fupport us, and at length deliver us, and a5 #¥
he fees us to Pitty us , fo to reproveus, for the &
leaft mishehaviour under his Rod, eithe®inwg q.
1y by picrcing Conviétions, or outwar 8y’ by fhary,
firipes if when he Affliéts us to fe us from
our. $in, we fhould \t;alcc an_occahO§o*dhcreafe
the number of .our ’Jms,ﬁlth@f by fmf_lll Fears g
fepinings 3 10 wonder. if he double his Strokes,
God | takes great . notice how his Children bes
B have themfelvesy efpecially in the hour of Temp.
. tation ; And ifour Thoughts and Confiderationg
I dwell ‘upon this, we: fhall nagrowly watch ony
b 0. own Spirits, thatowe may Patiently fubject oup |
felvés to the will of God in fuch a Difpenfation,

F NS, ,

Here is a large Treatife concerning the Sah.
bathi containing divers’ Sermons, Prepasf oI
ping to be Printed, if Bncouragement be given by B
7 Subferiberss: fe being a full - “Confutation of f&
e the thar keeping the Fewifb Sabbathguin which |
Will be divers new Arguments. By Benj.. Keach, g
R T e GRdaRel e
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