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" ; > A D i f c o u r f e o f t h e N a -

t u r e a n d E x c e l l e n c y o f t h e 

G r a c e o f Pa t i ence . 

S E R M O N I I -

J A M E S i v . 

i\s J' Bitt let Patkfice have her pofeti Work;, 
A, that yc may be perfc^ and entire, 

wanting nothing. 

X t T ^^^^ fliew'd you when Patience hath 
\ M. X her perfea W o r k , and am cnter'd 
d̂ jjii upon the Ufe. 
"̂ ĵjf I . O f Information. 
' cjf ( t . ) Such a one is a Lover of God 
/Ji and Chrift . 

(2..) He hath the Joy of the Spirit^ 
' &c. Now to Proceed. 

3- He hath the Peace of Godj I hil. 
4- 17. The Peace of God -which pajfcth all 
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Vriderfianding, Jhall keep your Hearts and 

' Mindi through Chrijl Jefas. Hence througi^ 
the Appreh^nlion of a Man's Peace with 
God his Heart is kept from Repinhig, 
and his Mind and Spirit quiet and ftill ; 
Chriftian Patience fpnngs Irom the 
Knowledge of his Reconciliation to God 
through Chri f t : A n awakened Sinner 
could have no- Satisfadtion, I f he ih\] 

, l ook 'd upon God as his Enemy and un. 
reconciled, but would remain difquietcd 
and reftlefs in the midft of abundance of 
outward Enjoyments i but when with an 
Eye of Faith he looks on God as recon-
died by the Blood ofthe Crofs, and now ji 
h VFriend and on his fide, he calily en- ,)< 
countS with the greateft Difficulties and " 
countevbvv o ^Vor d, and values 
^ t S w e ^ S policy of h . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
nemics, reafoning as Pad Rom. 8. 31. 
ffCnd hc for us, rvho can be agawft us? 
i f he be oa our l.de, who hath Power e-
noiiRh to ruine all our Enemies only with 
a look of Indignation i what Caufe have 
we to be afraid of the ftrength and nuni, 
ber of them that arc againft us? If rve, 
arc of God, 1 John 4.4- greater 
fcf that is in rts, then he that is in the World, \: 
•He that is our Friend, can not but Pity ,<i 
v,s when in Diftrcfs, and i f God he for i , 

0 
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"s, and our Friend, he wants not Bow-
^Is to Pity us, nor Love to help us; and 

'As ^^°ugh he doth not prefently deliver us, 
tl"̂ ,̂f yet affords prefent Strength to uphold 

J j and he that is Omnifcient cannot but 
P'Jjjli fee and obferve what our Advcrfaries are 
' [f about to do- yea what they are ading 
^ Q and deligning to aft againfl: us : He that 
c*! j : IS the fearcher of the Hearts and trycr of 

[ii the Reins, is well acquainted with the 
Thoughts and Counfels of their Hearts,-

""..fiand he being Wifdom it felf v/ants not 
i]i>' i Skill to Counter-work them in all their 
" " i j ^ v i l purpofes: He that hath given his 
')t%Word, and is Truth i t felf cannot fail 
f o^ ws, who hath promifed not to leave us, 

ŝ.nor forfake us: He wil l not break his 
\1 j( W o r d , to grati'fie the Devil and his Peo-
ic^jipies Enemies neither can he, for faith-

is he that hath promifid^ who alfo will do 
••, God can as foon ccafe to be, as ceale 

|̂to be fa i thful : Now I fay, the Confide-
# ifation of this, that God is at Peace with 
r^j;? Perfon, through the Blood cf the Crofs 
!/j,.ifjs a ftrong ground of Patience ; This 
iiiiii ' , that a patient Chriftian, is one 
ll-fftnat hath not only Faith in the Habit, 
^^^Mitalfo in Exercifc^ that he ads Faith 

irl'^ Gf^d through Ghrift , believing he is 
I-* Reconciled and at Peace with God: A n d 
\ A C 3 this 



. 30 , 
this occafioncth that quiet and peaceable 
frame that is feen in him, &c. 

A. A patient Chriftian is oho well 
ffcieht with Grace •, he is a Man of a 
precious and lingular Temper, long-fbf-
ferine gentle and meek, yea abounding 
in gentlencfs and meekncfs. Anger and 
xalhnefs bewrays a Mans wcakncfs, and 
are the contraries to gcntlenefs and 
meeknefs, but Patience under the Rod 
declares the gcntlenefs ^nd meeknefs of 
the Pcrfon exercis'd therewith .- And the 
Gucc oflong-fnfFering f^^^^^^^^^^ 
nues quiet under great and f " f ^ ^ t ' 
i^irtinns and Provocations from his Ene. 
S S r ^ c h a L hath learnt of Chrift 
Se meek and humble or lowly-m.ndcd : 
H e S d e r s , t h e Wifdom and Sovc-
SiKnty of God is concerned in every 
Providence, all things that God docs arc 
well done, becaufe wifely done, aecord-
iZ to the Counfel of his own W i l l • 
and therefore 'tis highly vcafonable that 
he ftiould fubmit and be at quiet, for f 
the Lord wifely orders every Providence • i' 
therefore ( i . ) A patient Chriftjan gives i 
a careful Attention unto the Voice otthe 
Rod for there is a Voice from God in 
every Aftli^^ion. Aff l id ion rifeth not • , 
out ofthe Duft. God hath afore appoin- <* 

tcr^ 
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i : ted and meafured out the AffliSions and 

Trials of his People ^ and the Man of 
îl Patience and Wifdom confiders this. In 

jC ji the World ye fhaU have Tnbulation. I f 
IJH |ji muft be fo, for God has ordain'd i t 
34! ^iiall be fo , for gracious and wife Ends^ 
j r j ^icah 6. 9. The Lords F'oice cricth unto tho 
e'',; City^ and the Man of Wtfdom fhall fee thy 
jft'„ iVrtwe, hear ye the Rod, and who hath ap-

f°'"'^<^d it. Such a one meekly and pati-
lef , ently endures the chaftenings of the 

Rod, becaufe i t is in fuch a Hand thaC 
t̂ an defign no evil againft a Believer ̂  
^ut God fceks his own Glory and his 

^ f f f Peoples good, in every ftroke of his 
'.U Hand.- And therefore he attends to, and 
f 'y hearkens out the Voice of God in i t , he 

knows he deferves this and more, and 
when the Hand of God is upon him, i t 
ftirs up the Spirit of Prayer^ and he 

'̂ ô i goes to God faying. Shew we rohcrefore 
thoii contcndcft - with mehe defires to 
know his Sin, that he may be humbled 

\^ \i for i t , and take heed to avoid i t for the 
Future^ though his Enemies curfc him 

J^lj and caft D i r t in his Face, he does not 
1 k\ prefently fly in their Faces, but confiders 
'°\\ the Hand of God in i t . When Shimet 
K"̂ ^ railed at, reproached and curfed Vdvid^ 
h if ^bif)n would have gone over and cut oft' 
fip G 4 that 
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that dead Dogs Head, as he worded it. 
But fays Bavid^ Let him curfe, bccanfc 
the Lord hath Jliid unto him curfe David^ 
iSam. T6. I O . The main thing tliat a 
Believer Eyes in every Aff l i f t ion is the 
Hand of God: They that feek after my 
LJfe, lay fn ares forme: Jnd they that feck 
iny hurt [peak mifchicvous things^ and ima
gine deceit all the Day long, but J as a Deaf 
Man heard not • and I was as a Dumb Man 
that openeth not his Month, Pialm_ 38. 12, 
13 But why was Vavid fo quiet ; fee 
mr i< ForinThee doJ hope^ &c. Thou 
haft gracious Ends in permitting all this, 
'tis to humble me no doubt for my Sins 
and was this efFefted in and upon him ? 
See w r . 18. For / rviU declare mwe nt-
mity. 1 rvill be firry for my Stns: Yet h e 
could not but think of the Strength and 
Malice of his Adverfaries, w r . 19. But 
mine Enemies are lively, and they areftro,,g: 
y^ndthey that hate me wrong fitly are multi
plied they alfo that render evil for good are 
my Udverfmes, &c. Yet the Dclicver is 
patient and dare not open his Mouth' by 
way of Murmuring; why.? bccaufe the 
Lord hath a Hand in i t , <tc. Thus he 
attends to the Voice of the Rod. 
(2.) Such a one opens his Heart to re
ceive what God fpeaks to him by the 

Rod, 
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I w a ; 'tis true, 'tis the Work of God to 

the Heart ; but you mufl: know, 
Vtf!^thrit God Works upon Men, as upon ra-
'^;j]i?tional Creatures, and he makes them to 
\ Be aaivc in opening their Hearts: when 
"^iij^i^e Soul has found out the end and'Sra-, 
f'^lcious Defign of God in affliding, _his 
i 'J Heart then yields and willingly fubmits .• 
9 / H e doth as i t were ftrip himfelf, lie-
( i ;down at the Foot of God, and gives him^ 
' ' J M fairfh-oke, &c. He is.To far trom re-

pining at the Rod, that he thankfully re-
/̂r; «»vcs thefe fatherly Correftions m... 

ii"f|i;Hereby is difcovered his meeknefs and-
'- /i^'miVity and this cafts a great lultrc 
O''^ and beauty upon his ProfeQion, .(̂ Ĵ f- . -

5- A Patjent Chriftian is ilrong m 
y { F a i t h . Abraham could not fo patiently 
"fjt'jy'eld to God in Sacrificing his only Son , 
.i^Jfaac^ had he not been Strong in Faith., 

! /^He believed, akho he had no fenllblc; 
|r4g>"ound ot Hope -, he doubted not, but 
'^)#tliat God would be as good as his 
j r W o r d , t h o ' heconfulted not with Fkf l j 
,^ffi'and Bloud, but conlidcred H i m , who 
.|i Wcommanded him to oftcr up his Son , 
, tli'his Power and Faithfulnefs ^ he thought, 
j51'̂ it unbecoming him toreafon with God 
H.o(l'abonc the Righteoufnefs and Equity o f 
g ff'lus Precept; I t fufTiced him, that i t was 
y i f C l a , ' 
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Juftice and Tru th i t felf, that rcquir'd 
this of him ; and his Commands arc not 
t o be difputed, feeing 'tis not pofiible 
for God to countenance any unrighteous 
and unjuft Af t ion . So the _ patient 
Chriftian 'tho God brings him into the 
deep Waters of Affliaions remembers 
the "Promife of God, Ifa. 43-
thoH tafsejl thro-^gh the Waters ^^''^Jf 
with thee and through the Rivers they poM 
not over flow thee, &c. Such a one hath 
Tight notions of God , that he is a God 
o fTru th •, and tho' he P t̂res tljrough he 
Waters of Aimaion , yet, God haying 
pWen him his Word to be with him m a 
},ivi.ii im ^ ^ a Condition he 

I t k l f S f t U u g h and prcncth for-
wa d • he had rather be in Adverf i ty , 
S the Promifeof the Divine Prefence, 
witn tnc y J. w thout I t , for he 
S U c d ^ ' C W e l f , h i s ' G l o r y , 
noV his own carnal cafe, Such a 
Sne ^fke a Child, is willingto venture 
anv'whcre with its Mother, or Nurfe, 

dare not venture in a dark place 
^ " ; h o t t l^em: I f the Mother fays i 
wi l l go with thee, give me thy Hand, 
Ch i ld , thou (halt come to no Imrt, 
then the Child goeŝ  contentedly. So 
a Patient Chriftian , having Gods Pro, 
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,i mife to be with h i m , is content to 

JV, wade through deep Affl i f t ions, efpecially 
becaufe he hath his Word , Rivers of 

Jv. Troubles /hall not overflow htm , had he 
W not Faith in the Fromife, he would not 

with Patience, endure Tribulation. 
|{[o'J There is nothing grieves and troubles 

Spirit of a Chriltian fo much as his 
IK Sin ^this being his grcatefl: burden, he 

'^ir, would gladly be r id of i t , and under-
j ftanding that Aff l ia ion is that by which 
^CF; his Iniq^iity JhaUbe purged, and this ts all 
,36̂ , the fruit to take away his Sin, Ifa. 27. 9-
'.glif; That which dilhonours God, Wounds 

and Troubles his own Confcicnce. 
C^eartainly he would patiently endure a 

iioH Cut tho" fomewhat deep, for the letmg 
.̂ 1° out the Corruption and takmg away 
'J^'. the Core , than that i t fliould further 
±t infeft his Soul, and continually Knaw 
y ' his Confcicnce. Our Journyiug to Hea-
jio'i) ven, cannot be over-pleafant while Sm 
S# lies as a heavy burden on our Souls. 
j,cpti>i: Tho ' God be reconciled to the Sinner 
jv/nf' by the Blood of the Crofs; yet to walk 
pî l in the Dark without the Manifcftations 

{if^ of this Reconciliation isdifraal. As tho' 
P'', a Child in Raggs, may be rightful Flcir 
IWJ to a vaft Inheritance,"and fliall certainly 

r, ' hereafter tafte the fweetnefs of i t , yet 
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ijuuft lanoranthereof, at prefent he kniiks 
upon himfclf no better than a Beggar, 
and in a ppor and miferable Condition, 
Nothing can hinder us from fwcet Cmn-
muuion with God in his Ordinances 
but Sin : nothing can take our Hearts 
oiFfrom Spiritual Dutys but Sin ^ cither 
we mull leave off (inning, or hnmng w i l l 
make us leave off Praying: Therefore 

God by Afi l ia ion h '̂̂ ^S" "P , 
.linning,that fo we may g l ^ ^ f i ^ "'"̂ '̂ ^^^^^^ 
He Comfort us, that wc may be brought 
to humble o u r k v e s a t h i s f e e r cô ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
andforfike our Sins, and that I K may 
Hand forth his ^ J ; ' ' ' : '"^^ 
manifeft his Love to us thereby tha 

H - ^ ^ y ^ y ' ^ l f ? £ f : v ^ t i n 

s ^ r v e c i ^ ^ i ^ U r ' ^ ' " ' 
S?e fhTnings of his Face *nd fwect com-
Jî ^union with him. And it being reveal'd 
r S ? So 1 that thefe are the gracious 
S d whkh Godpropofeth,n.Afflidt,ng 
?,h own Chi ld re i ; Ading Faith in the 
Tru th hereof, he not only patiently, 
but moft .heartily wades through the 
Waters, that/ are of fo great -life ai;d ad
vantage. Belides this, he believeih that 
Word in -Hahb. i . i3- where the Pro-
i)het faith, rpeaking of God, Thoa art 

of 
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of purer eyes than to behold evil^and canfi not 
look on Iniquity, biC. I f God did not 
ftew_ himfcif difpleafed at Sin, where 
ever i t is, how would his Purity and Ho-
linefs be inanifefled ? tho' He be recon
ciled to the Perfons of his People, He 
cannot be reconciled to their Sins ; for 
he cannot approve of that which is con--
ti'ary to his own divinely Holy Nature; 
God would feem to countenance Sin in 
his People, i f he ufcd no method with 

flij thcni to lliew hi« dilHke; and what better 
0" i and likelier means could he ufc than by 

Corrfedlion, to let them know their 
y Faults and thereby difcover his Purity , 
\A that he cannot look'on Iniquity with any 

I a p p r o b a t i o n ? would he to manifeft his 
i"' , Indignation againft the Sins of his Elcft , 
le'L punifh his own linlefs Son^ (who had 
lif'L Sin only flicking to'him by Imputation) 
'•Jd yea, Paniih him with Hell Torment-
""•j! tie up his own Hands, from 

Chaftiling them whofc Sin ocafioned His 
•V Sons Sufferings? Tho' Chrift hath took 

out of the Hand of God, the Sword of 
his vindidive Juftice, that be may not 
punifti theEka: with -Hell Torments, 
he hath not took from him'his Rbd,'that' 
lic may not Gorreft tlieni as their Father: 
God hath more kindUefs for his People, 

' / • than 



than to fpoil t hem, byfuffcringthem 
to erow Headftrong; which they 
would be apt to do, did he not fometimc 
chaftife them. I t may be faid of the 
belt of God's Children as Solomon fpeak. 
Pro 22 IS PooUfhnefs is bound in the 
Heart of a Child, ^ ' ^ ' ^ o f ^ ^ ' f l ^ ^ 
fhaH drive it far from bm. Now the 
Paiient Chriftian, believes that God 
tak this courfe to ihew him his Folly 
and make him Wife , and therefore re-
nines not at the Rod, &c. ^ 

6 A Patient Chriftian, is a moderate 
and'temperate Chr i f t ian ; Was he not 
modcS?and of an even temper how 
^ 11 n ifs through various changes could he P. is tn^ b 6 

• r H u m o n r ? his defires and 
\V^?ions are not immoderately fct 
^^'"-^ . W o r U and the things thereof ^ 
" P ° ^ ^ f o l ? e would be reftlefs anddif! 
r ' I d ' t i l he attain'd his carnal Wi f l ^ s 
^ ^ f l A r c l and he could not be quiet 
' " A them Therfore for a Man to 

Condition, f romafta teot bodily Health 
and m twardTranquility, to a condmoa 
ofSicknefs and Milery, and yet to keep 
in an even temper of Mind, declares hmi 
to be a moderate Man: T o lofe outward 

En-
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J Enjoyments and yet remain quiet and fa-

^irif t i s fy 'd , fhews that not thofe carnal En-
jcli i joyments, but God in thcra, was the 
.(/.^ Bafis of his Comfor t : And fo tho' he 
iiJ ii ^^th loft his Enjoyments, yet not having 
/ f f yet lof t his God , he is as quiet and Pa-
^liii tient as before : Tho ' fuch a one may 
r / j ) defire this, that and the other worldly 
f i i Good • yet not fo much to fitisfie his 
Ifib fenfual Appetite, as that God may be 
j,jsf|, Glorifi 'd thereby: But i f God fees fit to 
/ deprive him ofthefe, or not to Anfwer 

J hisDefn-es, he is Content, why? Be-
caufc he peceives i t makes more for 
God's glory that he be without them: 

' Seeing his Wife Providence hath fo or-
ti* pji dered matters; he is willing that God 
r j ftiouldhave the ordering of his Affairs ; 

Jii who is Wifdora and Goodacfs i t felf, 
;!f (; and knows what is beft for him, and 
^̂ idii' }vhcrein he may Glorific hirafelf. A u 
\rM ^"""'"oderate Defire after any thing we 
^ J >n PoHeffion, declares us 
iê  [,i diflatisfied with our prcfent Condition, 
Py and difcontented with God's allowance, 
aJ^ therefore bewrays the weakncfs of 
Xid"' ̂ ^^'••'^ '^"d ftrength of corruption, and 
' Ls; ^"'^ after that which God intends for 
"jjiif "Sin his time. T o ride Poft before 
c5 J God's Providence in Defirc ^ Speaks 

aloud 
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aloud our impatiencc,and the unquietnefs 
of our minds; i t declares wc take not 
matters kindly at God's hands, when 
wc are in haftc to be dehvered out of our 
Troubles when He fcems not to be 
willing V i t is i inful , when i t is fo , tho' 
Men perceive i t not, but more finful, 
when i t is apparent to them that con-
vcrfc wi th us; Bec.uife i t is a bad Co-
m for weakChriftians to Wr i te by, and 
i o Encouragement tothofe that are en
tering upon a clofure with Chrift. And 
as G\3d is hereby difhonoured, weak 
Chrftians ftaggered, convinced Sinners 
difcouragcd. So prophane Perfons 
take an Advantage hereby to ridicule 
Rdiiiion.- Seeing we difcovcr our fclvcs 
to b t like them in our Immoderation: 
And i t is no ways for our own Cre
dit and Reputation, Phii. 4- 5- Let 
yoHf tnoderation be known unto aU me»: 
The Lord is at hand. We are not to de
ceive, or play the Hypocrite, by appear-
iuRtobe what we are not ; and there-
fore not to make fhew of that which we 
have not. But yet, i f we^are Men of 
Moderation i t w i l l be for God's Glory, 
that i t appears fo to all Men. And 
our Sin of Immoderation, would be 
aggravated and heightened j i f i t appear 

even 
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even then when God is at Hand to help 
ns, and coming to anfwer and deliver 
"s, The Lord is at Hand. And as Mo
deration, fo Temperance fhines in a 
Piitieht Chriftian ; for when our Com
mons are cut fliort, and to have hardly 
enough to keep Life and Soul together 
( as we fay ) yet ro be fatisfy'd, argues 
wc have no fmall degree of Patience j or 
to have abundance, and yet to be tem
perate. For perfons that had their Cel
lars full of Wine, their Tables fet with 
choice Varieties, to be brought to a Mor
sel of Bread, anda Draf t of Water, and 
yet quiet and patient, argues their Mo
deration, and Temperance; that they 
^erenot Belly gods, and did not dote 
on what they had, and that their Happi-
nefs did not Centre in thofe things ; and 
for Perfons to have Plenty of that which 
naturally they Love and Delight in , and 
yet to reduce their Appetite to a low 
Ebb in the defire and ufe of thefe, argues 
tiiat the Heart is not fet upon thefe 
'-'Vngs; for a Poor Man to be fatisfy'd 
^ i t h his Condition, and a Rich Man w i l -
J'ng to be reduc'd to Poverty, and that 
God fhould take the greateft Part o f 
'̂' liat he hath for his Glory, argues not 

only a Man to be temperate, but that his 

Heart 
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Heart Centres in God and not the Crea
ture.- I f a Man is willing to part vyith 
that which God is taking away though 
i t fuits his carnal Appetite-.^ I t declares 
fuch a one to be much wean d from the 
Love Of tiie Wor ld . T k Lord gives 
and the Lord takes (fays 'Job') hlejfed b, 
the mm<: ofthe Lord, Job I . 21 , 

I I Vfe of Exhortation, To, labour af
ter Patience in Aff l ia ion, and, in every 
Condition to be fatisfied. Be much in 
t?e Contemplation of the Attributes of 
God, which are all laid in Covenant, for 
the Ufeand Encouragement of the Lora s 
People; let me fpcak of fome of them. 

I . rhe Power, ^l/uffeieney, and ^l. 
tniphtinefsofGod. Indeed, when a Man 
i s inDi f t r e f s , and befct with a ftrong 
Advcrfary, having no f r iend with h.m 
to help him, he cannot but be furprizcd 
with Fear in fo great a Danger and 
helplefs-, and i f he had fome Friend with 
him that was unable to defend himfclf 
or affifl: him, his Cafe would be no bet
ter .- But at fuch a Time to have in Com
pany a Friend of confidcrable Strength 
and Courage, this bears up his Spirits r , 
and keeps liis Heart f rom fainting-, even f!/ 

fo 
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10 Chriftians when you meet with Op-
Pofition from powerful Enemies, i f you 

p3([*J confider your own Strength, and the 
; « weaknefs and infnfficiency of your car-

nal Friends and Relations; yon would 
ffÔ „ be difcouraged But i f you confider that 
Jfc the Lord is with you, and on your fide ; 
' J who is a God of Power and Might, you 

ftall not be difmay'd; the Confiderati-
' i on of this, made Paul to break forth in 

thefe Words: If God be for ns, who can 
V beagainJlHS, Rom. 8.31. I fhe who with 
A the breath of his Noftr i ls , can fcatter 

Millions of Giants, and drive them away 
as Chaff before a ftrong W i n d , fce /^r 

tl"' ipjbo c-̂ « be a^ainfi its? i f he be for us. 

I Adverfaries, and make them as weak as 
i f Water? Cannot he foon change their 
\ Minds, and turn their F^earts as theRi-

j î W vers of Waters are turned; that of Ene-
(•i/i). mics they may become Friends ? Is he 

4 able to confound them, and make 
,ef, h them afliamed of all their Impieties and 

Slanders? Cannot his Voice foon effeft 
'iiii^'|his Pleafurc.? I fa. 6%, 13, Therefore thus 
wOfifiith the Lord God, my Servants jhall eat j 
iii'^rf but ye /hall be hungry ; behold my Servants 

fhatl drinJi, but yc /hall be ihirjly; behold 
. SP'!̂  fny Servants /haU rejoyce^ but ye /hall be 
r. ^ a/}:amedy 
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ttjhamed, ver. 14. £Md my Servants 
fhaU fimfor Joy of Heart, but ye fhall cry 
for forrow of Heart, and Ml howl for vex-
ation of Spirit, ver. 1 yind ye (hall leave 

your Name for a Cttrfe unto my chofcn. Is 
i t not finful to fear the Strength and 
number of our Enemies, when the A l 
mighty hath declared.himfelf for us? 
Doth not God exprefs himfelf thus u n 
to his People, Ez.eh 36. 9. For behold I 
am for you, and I will turn unto you, &c. 
I f we Ihould then be difcouraged i t muft 
be becaufe we queftion God's Power or 
Faithfnlnefs, or both and is not this 
finful? And Beloved, whatever our 
Troubles or Affliftions are, though ne
ver fo great, though never fo many • 

/ Conlideration of Gods Alfuffiaenc, 
would be a means to qu.et our Sp nts un-
dcr,alJ of them ; feeing this is laid in Co-
venanl: for us, is not he an A mighty 
God ? And doth he not fay, ^our 
Cod, E7,ek. i6. 28. And hath fuch a God 
promifcd, and cannot he nor wi l l he 
not perform it? I f you fay he cannot 
help you you reproach his Power •, i t 
you f i y he wi l l not, you charge him with 
unfaithfulnefs.- I f Almightmcfs, Al fu i f i -
ciency, cannot fupport you, cannot de
liver you, you may eternally Difpair-. 

Who 
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among you hath a tender Love for 

J(5 your Children, and Power enough to 
fijt'<i'\ ^̂ '̂P them, when in Diftrefs you v/ould 
>M J'cfufe toaff i f t them? I f a Child is.Sick, 
M l ^oor, or encompalfed with mercilefs E-
(jl,3j' nemies- and it lies in the Power of a 
I f f , Father to cure'him, to relieve him, to 

i";' defend him, and doth not do i t , cloth not 
ij'C this declare him to be unnatural and to 

want Bowels to his own Child ? And will 
an AlfufHcient God think ye, fiifFer l i im-

tfli"' Pelf to be reproach'd for want of cxert-
ter" ing his Power for his Peoples good in 
J cb' their Diftrefs, &c. Learn you to ira-
, prove the Power and Alfufficiency of 
|i pf' God ( which is laid up in Covenant far 
pjnf: you ) in your Aftliftions, and this wil l 

be a means to quiet and fatisfie your Spi-
rits, &c. 

•^^C' %. The faithfulncfs and mchangsahlnefs 
\M of God. I touch'd upon this in the laft 
^^f Head. Indeed, when in Aff l id ion and 
J 6";, oppofed by a multitude of Potent Adver-
'liK ^f?-> to have fome fair-weather Friends, 
fllio fuch that have Power, but not W i l l , 
n i ^ help and relieve us, is but a I'otten 

ftay inour Diftrefs •, to apply our felves 
fiiF to fuch for their Aftiflaucc; and find 
. them cold to our requefts and deaf to 
y^f our crys ; nay, to fliglit and contemn us, 
P'' > in-
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inftcad of encouraging us, is not the 
way to raife our hope but augment our 
Grief: And truly this is very ordinary 
and frequent, even among ProfeiTors i ^ '.f. 
this dark Day : While Profperity fmilcs ^ 
on us, they fmi le : But when _we fan g 
into Adverlity, we foon fee their Coun. 
tenances altered and behold their towns. 
Nothing is more natural to Men, than 
to be lovers of themfelves; and felf ad- f . \ 
mirers Smile on none, ^without pro, J? j 
pofing Tome outward Advantage t o ; ^ , 
themfelvcs: And while a Man hath many f i 
Friends, thrives and Profpers he lhall 
not want the Countenance and Coniplc, 
mentof fuch Perfons.- Becaufc he is in 
a C^.pacity, fome how, or other, to 
•&o them a kindnefs at a dead L i f t : But 
when once they perceive him to go 
down the Hil l and fall into deep Adver, 
fity • they all difappear and are not fcen • 
leafl'they themfelves ihould be petitioned 
for Relief. The change of our Con
di t ion, foon alters the Countenance of 
fickle fair-Weather Friends.-, who reu-
verenced our Wealth, not our Perfons 
The Wi fe Man is much in the right on't. 
Pro. 19. 4, 7. Wealth maketh many 
Friends; but the Poor is feparated from his 
Ndghboiir^ Fvery Man is a Friend to him 

01* 
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j | , tbatgwcth Gifts., uiU the Brethren of the 

" of 1"'"* ^^^^ ^'"^ * ^'^^ "'"'''^ '̂ ^ ^'^ 
fnJ'l .^"^^£of^r from him: He pcrfueth them 
f j n-, - "'"'''^'J, .>'f̂  wanting to him, 
f# . "^?isno new thing .- But to find fu.ch 

'li'jj dealings among the religious is a great 
icandal to Religion. But when i t falleth 

li S"^ ' true Chriftian hath no 
"1,1 *^round to be difcouraged, feeing the 
}h powerful Almighty, Alfiifficient God, 

(} !!,̂ '-h promifcd to be his Friend yea, his 
P||. God , to help ftrcngthea and uphold 

f him, .And all that are incenved againft 
Kl "I"-' fhan be a/hamed and Confounded, that 

\i ! i -^'''^ fiothing, and they that 
l^ll firtvc with him fhaa pcri/h, fee Ifa. 41 . 

And when once God hath given 
r,.; hisFIand, his Word of Promifeto ftand 
: \ »y his People, they have a fure ground 
f j T n i f t ; for he is oblrg'd to keep his 
l \ ^ ' ' ^ ^ *• can as foon Ceafe to be, as 
!5 be a God OfTruth and Faith-
î Ĵ  tulncfs. I t deftroys the Credit and Re-
J J of a reputed honeft Man x to 
lei ' ' "^ W o r d , when it lys in his 
J fovyer to fu l f i l i t . God hath promifed 
S 1 hut what he is able to perform : 
J hedoth not fulf i l his Promife, He 
S yj^, ""̂ d̂s be unfaithful, but this can-

»ot be. He cannot I fay, neither w i l l . 
He 
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He by breaking,his W o r d , give an A d , 
vantage to tlie.Devils, nor any of his 
Enemies, to charge him with a Lye. 
St. /'rfK/makes the Faithfulnefs of God, 
the encouraging Rcafon, of ^his Hope 
of his Future Eternal Happinefs Titus^ 
u 1 In hope of Eternal Ltfe, which Cod 
that cannot Lye, promifed before the VVorld 
hepan This is a ftrong ground ot Con-
folation to the Afflif ted Be l i ever tha t , 
God hach promifed him fuccor of Relief>j 
and thathe will not, yeahe cannot break :iJ 
his W o r d , m . 10. 23- For he IS faithful f 
that vromifed. This is ^ven as a ground Lf. 
of Encouragement to the Hebrews / 
u i ^ f t T t h e nrofeffion of their Faith 

f i^Tvedng. Nothing fhould 
S g e ^ n r F a S d con̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ Itagger u ^ ^ ^ j of Promife 
"^^A .'^rrnot l ^ c The confideration of 

, .«?hat which quickened and en. 
S e T ho ncknt Chriftians, in th , 

•?fl- nf their Troubles and among falfe 
" " ' ^ ^ ^ . vea that which bore up the 
Brethren ; yea, tudi. o, ^ ^ . r 
cnirir of the- weateft Apoitlcs 2. i hif 
Spirit o t t n ^^^^^ nay for,u 

tiiatthe mrd of the Lord may hav.fre, 
Z^fh.randMglorified even as tt is withyo,:^ 

' Stbatwc may be dcUvcnd from iinrca-
^%V and nicked ^^en Four all Men] 

• ' hcVVi 

i 
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not Faith. But the Lord is faithful, 

'iyvbofhall fiablifh yon, and keep yon from 
1 f ^ ' h In all our Straits and 1>oublcs, 
^^jj we flioiild have recourfe to the Fro-

! > / n ? and reft upon the faithfulncfs of 
f/,'M^'pd therein. And Beloved, as the 
,|(io»:JaithfuInefs, fo the unchangcablenefs of 
•y/V'od is ground of Encouragement tons 
k o « o u r Tribulations : Tho ' Friends 

ll);'V ' • ' " ' ^ i ' ^ Rcfpcdls to us, as our Con-
i l i ^ ' • alters and changes. Yet, God 
bt^'o Love remains f t i l l the fame to us. 

V;jr"^e joved us not at f i r f t for v. hat we had, 
r /^"^ for any E:<cIIency he Hiw in us. The 
f (Outward beauty and porap o f worldly 

f j i ip iory and Wea l th , doth not in the 
• .jjli'can: attradt his Eye : He is the Donor 
• y o f all outward Good things; and an 

' V r I f ' H a p p i n e f s and Felicity to l i im-
V y ' . f - The Argument of his Loving us, 
jp.jjbcing drawn from himfelf, and not from 
i^|Us,or ourconditi(^n, our changcablenefs, 
1''lOr the Mutation ofour State 'can make 
D̂  il?o change in his Love; He himfelf be-
"yii'ng nnchangeable in his Mature. The 
• oundation of his Love to his People, 
lif],''^^'"o^'e an immurable and uncbange-
':i,,>'7lc Ground. And i f the Ground and 

'Argument of his Lovtf remains, his Love 
^ lis ncceflarilv muft -continue, and 
• I/- D i f 
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i f ills Love continues to us the fame iq 
all Mutations of Providence. We have 
no rcafon of impatience or difquictmenc 
whatever our Condition in the W o r l d 
be. I f he that (its at the Helm of Affair? 
ordering all things in Heavcji and Earth* 
according to the Counfel of his owy 
W i l l , be our Pow^erful, Faithful and 
unchangeable Friend. Then may wc 
alfure our felvcs that all things wi l l 
well with us, and turn to our Advan
tage ; (altho at prcfent we do not per
ceive i t , but thing run crofs to our car
nal defircs,) For how can any thing 
hurt us? Seeing he wants not Power to 
prevent i t , and hath promifed fo to do? 
and how can we fear a difappointment, 
feeing he h faithful that h-ith pmnifid^ 
who a!Co will da it. And what tho' wc are 
fallen into a State of Adverfity, Trouble 
and Diftrefs • his Mind_ being not 
changed , nor his Love in tine Icaft 
abated • his Bowels will not iutier any 
thing to harm us. VVc have no ground, 
tothinlchcis altered in his AfRftions. 
bccanfc he hath chang'd our Conditions^ 
and we are now under tlie ftrokesof his 
Rod ; but 'tis i-iicher a Corroborating 
Inffance of his Love, for nhum he lojj.'^ 
he ch.ificns. A Parent's whipping of l;i>; 
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ji Child, argues not his hatred of him, 

{fsyhut his Love, Care and tendernefs;, to 
^(5,{reclaim him from thofe Enormities that 
licljji might otherwife inevitably ifllie in his 
V'J-jf Ruin : Tho ' he adminifters a bitter Po-

tion to his ^:hi ld, and Conftrains him 
\^£ to take i t , for the removal of ill Humours 
iiî  jI contraftcd in his Storaack, This^ 
# ( argues no alteration or abatement of 
iiw,,, his Love ; feeing thereby hedctigns his 

; Health and Advantage, ^c . I f God 
A% take from us fuch things, by which we 

I have done harm to our felves, either this 
otif|.or the other carnal Enjoyment-, and 
i f n o w hedges up our way, that we can-
jt̂ ^^ not come near them ^ this argues not 
(ô ĵ; any change in him or his Love: N o 
lidt'".; more than i t (hews a want of Love in a 
m tender Mother, when fhe takes away 
0' h and hides, out of the fight of her 
f r^ Child, that Knife wherewith he had cut 

.(HSj his^ Finger. Beloved, tho' your Con-
K jdition be changed, yet for your Com-
foP j fo r t , and that you may not be dif-
(,#5quietedi God faith. Mall. 3. 6. J am 
jc^K^tbc Lord, I change mt, &c. 

^. The FlolincfsofClod. I have touch'd 
this already,and therefore ihall fpeak the 

•ni"' lefs at this time: We are to confidcr, 
that God's providential way, to declare 

1̂  D 2 the. 
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the Purity and Holiuefs of his Nature • 
is not meerly by the Light fct up 
Mens Confciences, l)ut by his outward 
dealings with the Children of Men ; that 
the glorious Luftre of this Attribute 
may Ihine through out all.his Works • 
This is manifcfted inwardly.to Mens 
Confciences, and by his Word and Spirit 
and outwardly by his Afts of Provi! 
dence : And this of Holincfs, is indeed 
the Glory of all his other Attributes. 
i t puts a Luftre upon them as well as up' i f̂ ' 
on all his W o r k s : Holincfs was that}"^ 
Image and likenefs which we had of l"'! 
God in our firft Creation. From al 
vicvy of this, together vVith that happy i)« 
Communion Man had with God, fprung 
Satan's malice who being miferable 
himfdf, h igh l f difdain'd and cnvi'd 
Man's happinefs; and it Mans happi, 
nefs' at f i r f t , coniii'led iu this, the loi^ 
of Holincfs, was nccefninly the lofs 
bis Happinefs. And this Satan wcH 
underftood, elfe had he not tempted 
him to Sin, in taking of the forbidden 
Fruit : For by Sin he was dcpriv'd 
thereof, and became upmeet for Com. 

rnuinion widi a Holy God, which was 
the Heaven of Man's^ Happinefs. Fov'̂ '"' 
God being the only Good and chief Encj 1-'̂  

of 

& 
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of Man; The lofs of our primitive Ho-
I'iiefs and Righteoufnefs, feparatcd 

from that only good, who could not 
pleafently upon us and lay us m '/i look 

his Bofom as before, we being by our 
- in and c'Tobedience, become unclean 
and polluted, God therefore to make 
us fcafible ofour unhappinefs, by reafon 
of Sin and his difpleafure thereat, (as 
well as to declare his Tru th and Jullice,) 
fo foon as he had embrac'd a Fools Pa-
radice and Sin'd, turn'd him out ot his 
real Paradice, and hid his Face from 
him : For Holincfs being his Nature and 
Himfe l f , he could do no otherwife, 
unlcfs he fcera'd to walk contrary to him
felf; and not only fo, but give Man 
juft ground, to fufped his Purity and 
to charge Him with Faiiliood, I n break
ing his W o r d , had he not fhew'd him-
i'^^i oflended with Sin, And truly as 
God did not upon Man's firfl: Sin, walk 
contrary to himfelf and feem to counte
nance i t . So neither doth he, nor can he 
W any means indulge Men in their Sins , 
iTo not his own chofen People; for tho' 
(as I have laid) he l)e reconcil'd fo fao 
to their Perfons, by the Death - ot 
GhriU-, as not to punilh them with end-
lefs wrath as a fcvere Judge, yet neither 
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is he,nor can be be reconcil'd to their V 
Sins, unlcfs be (all out with himfelf, and 
aft contrary to his Nature, which is 
utterly Impoffiblc. And tho' after the 
Fall, Jdam had the Promife of the Seed 
Chr i f l , andadled Faith in the Promife •' 
and was Perfonaly Juftifi'd and receiv'd 
to God, yet, this hindrcd not, but he 
niufl: tafte the fruit of his Sin, Get his 
Bread, by the fvocat of hi^ brow ; and at 
length return to Duf t , and why fo j 11*' 
but becaufe God would have a conti-' 
nual Senih of his Sin to remain in him 
fo long as l iv 'd : that God might make ^ ^' 
bis hatred thereto apparent; and 
enhauncethc Price of his Holinefs. And 
is i t not therefore highly reafonable that 
Men fhould pati9(ily and quietly fubmit 
to his Rod, whereby God makes a dif--
covery ofthe Purity of his Nature, and i 
his averfnefs to Sin? and that to this 
very End , that through Chrift Men 
might be feparated from their Sin, and 
recover their primitive Happinefs of 
Communion with God: For without Ho, 
linefs no Man fhall fee the Lord, Heb. 12_ 
14. &c. 

4. ^nd Laflly. God's Omnifcicncy. 
The ferious conlideration of this A t t r i 
bute; that Gods Eye is like a flame of 

Fii':: 
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Fire ,that penetrates through the clofeft 
Crevis and Cavern, that he beholds all 
Things and Perfons with one look and 
at all times, Would certainly much 
tend to the quieting and fettling of the 
Soul under the heavieft Preflures and 
m the deepeft Affliaio'ns. Heb.4. 13. 
Neither is there any creature that is not 
nianififi in his fight, for all things are na
ked and opened unto the eyes of' him, with 

10 whom we have to do. Therefore as he be-
d holds our Enemies, and obferves all 
•of their motions, with a dcfign to counter
ing work them ; or takes a ftrid obferva-
r tion i * order to meafure out their Pu-

niflimerit, according to the degree and 
Ĵl demerit of their Sin. So his Eye is up

on us, narrowly watching our motions 
whether we have any Heart-burnings 
and Hcart-iillngs againft them; and 
are «ot ĵ -gady to uftup the Throne of 
«^od, and take upon us to be judges in 

. p our own Canfe, and Executioners of our 
9h- f^'^f^^^^f^-^'^'r vengeance is mincfaitb the 

i f - \ ^ ""'^ ^^^'O' itMm. i : . 19. 
U i t IS dangerous to feem,as tho'we would 
^jl,, take the work out of God's hand ; whofe 

Ulory IS as much concerned, as our 
t-eace and P r o f i t w e are to conlidcr that 

; At» he is not an Idle Spcrtater, but obfcrvj-ifr 
d̂ '̂fif ho.v 

k 
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how is Name is expofecl, will nof, can , 
winck at tlieir Sm j and therefore will lay-],, 
ttn a fit opportunity to fhcw them ihcir Sin : , 
their punifhraeiU,: i f fHH, faiih Jehovah, t 
hiow that I am (Mi. As lie is God, and it is hij 
Royal Prcrog;itlve, both to puniih and pardc,) 
Sin : So he want's neither Wifdom nor Jufticc 
find (.ut a fit Reafon and right methods to -
nificthofe his Attr-ibutes, in avenging himfelf 
on hisand our Adverfaries. Therefore it is our 
Duty to ftand ftiH, and fee tkc Salvation of God, 
ns Omnifcience cannot but fee all#jur Affliftions 
and Tribulations; fo he wants not an Kye topic 
ty us, bccaufc he loves us, and if he fees our 
Diftjrefs, and Loves our Pcrfons, he will at pre-
fent fupp îrt us, and at length deliver us, and as 
he fees us to Pitty us, fo to tcproye us. for the 
leart misbehavipur under his Rod, eithcfinwa;!-
Ivby piercing Conviftions.or outw^Jhr'by (harp 
ftripes if when he Aftlias us to itlWHLus from 
our Sin, Wc fhould take an octafioî cWfcKrearc 
the number of our Sins, either by fmful Fears or 
repinin"S' no wonder iî he double his Strokes, 
God tSkcs grifat . notice how Ids Children be
have themfflves,. efpecially in the liour of Temp, 
tation ' And if our Thoughts and Confiderations 
dwell upon this, we fliall narrowly watch our 
own Spirits, that, we may Patiently fubjea our 
lelves to the will of God in fuch a DifpcnHition. 

F I N I 6V 

THere is a large Treatifc concerning the Sab
bath, containing divers Sermons, p.-t:),i, 

ring to be Prjiited, iffineouragement be given 
ibib ibcrs.: ]c being a full Confutation o'f 

.ii ,(v-!'h5i- y.'i-'r\:-. '^ i-]v ̂ -vii}) S:.!bbath.j in which 






