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and many other Countries that were not under the Roman 
power. And none of thefe were Governed by the Pope. 

Thefe three Arguments again ft the Papal Caufe, I (hall 
here premife to more that follow. 

1 . If all that part of the Chriftian world that was out 
of the reach of the Roman Empiredid never Jubmit to 
the Soveraignty of the Pope, then hath he not been fuc-
cefsively (or at any time) the actual Head of the Vniver-
fal Church: But the Antecedent is moft certain : there' 
fere fe is the Confequent. 

How an old woman, the Emperors Mother of Habaffia, 
did baffle their tfefuites, by asking them C How it came 
to pafs^ if obedience to the Pope be neceffaryto falvation^ 
that they never had heard from him tiU now ? ] / have 
told you after from themfelves. 

if Primacy were Soveraignty, and Emperors and Com" 
cilswere Gods, yet the Indians, A b a m n e s , Perfians, 
and many more in the Eaft, and the Scots, and I r i f l i , and 
Danes, and Sweeds, and Poles, and Mufcovi tes , and 
moft of Germany in the We (I and North, Jhould be no fub-
j e f f s of the Pope. 

2. 7 / the Rule and Teft of the Faith of Papifts never 
had a Real Being, or no fuccefsion from the Apofiles, tben 
their Faith and Chu/ch hath either no Real Being, or no 
fuch Succefsion : But thg Antecedent is true: as I prove* 

It is either General Councils, or Popes, or the Church 
E([ential(as they ufe to caUit}that is,the whole Body) that is 
t he Rule of their Faith. If it be General Councils, 1. 7 hey 
had no being from the ^poftles till the Council of Nice 5 
therefore the Rule of the Papifts Faith was then unborn. 
2. Tea they never had a being in the world: There was ne
ver anything like a General Council fince the days of the 
Apofiles to this day. The fir ft at N ice had none, ( fave 
one John of Pe r f i a , who its like was fome perfected 

Bijhop 
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Bifhsp that was flfdyor if one or two more its not material), 
but the Bijheps of the Empire, and out of the Weflern p*rts 
fo few a* was next to none : the following Councils , as 
Conf tant inop. j . & c . were only out of one piece of the 
Empire ; The Council of Tienc Idifdain to reckon among 
the modefter pretenders to an Vniverfality. 

2 . And if it be not General councils5 but the Pope that 
it the Rule of their Faith * then, 1. rheir Faith.hath been 
int crrupted,yea and turned to Here ft e and to Infidelity when 
the Pope hath fo turned. 2. And why then do they tell our 
people, that they take not the Pope for the Rule of their 
Faith? 

3. If it be the Major part of the Vniverfal Churchy 
1. It's known thattwotoone are again ft them,or at leaft 
the Greater part: therefore by that Rule their Faith in the 
Papal Soveraignty is falfe. 2 . Andtetit would be hard, if 
A man muft be of m Belief till he have brought the world 
to the pole for iu 

A r g u m . 3. / / all the ftir that the Papifts make in the 
world for the Papal Government be but to rob Chriftian 
Princes and uwagiftrates of their Power , then are they 
but a fedition Seel: But the Antecedent is apparent: For 
there Are but two forts of Government in the church: The 
one is by the Word applyed unto the Confcience, which 
mrketh only on the willing5 either by General exhorta
tions as in Preachingor by perfonal application , as in 
Sacraments, Excommunication and Abfolution : And this 
tsthe workoftheprefentPaftors, and cannot be performed 
by the Pope; Nor would he be content with this, to govern 
Volunteers. The other is by Commands, that jhall be 
feconded with force: And this is proper to the Magiftr ate % 

-But if they will be deluded to give up their Crowns And 
Scepters to the Pope, let them $ and as the ebjetfsof the 
compafshn of Sped at or s. 

( O CMuch 
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Much more then I have here given yen, I had prepared 
ef the Teflimony cf Anfiqwty againft them But here is 
more then they are able folidly to Hnfwer, and 1 was 
Afraid of over-whelming the capacity of ordinary Readers. 
I under (land not the French tongue \ hut by the Tefttmen] 

% v i , . °f Earned men that under (land them, and 
the S i :" a f f ^ h help * of a Noble friend that 
perfon whofe eminent Godli- hath vouchfafedto tr an flat e fome part of them 

that is deprived of him3infuch that the two famous Confutations of the great 

. . . F°Perh which npne of them will be ever Me 
ir J110> ! v n h u * " & r m a ^hnour to their Gaufi as 

mil follow their not daring to Reply : I mean, B l o n d e s 
BookDe Pnmatu in Ecclefia (which overwhelm sihem 
utterly with the witnejs of Antiquity) & Pet. M o l r n k t * 
de N o v i t a t e Papifmi {which I hope his Reverend Son of 
bts name may live to help us te in English.) But if Wny 
of the Romanifts that dare not meddle with, thofe Cham
pions, nor dafh themfelves upon thofe Pillars, Jhall fit 
vouebfafe an Anfweruthis fmailer work.l do herebyaffkre 
htm, that t f h e willdo it foberly, in the fear of God] in 
a way of clofe and f olid Arguing , he will perform a task 
that will be very accep table to me.. But Jblers, fnarlers, 
eavtUtrs, and fenfelefs praters 1 jhaU contemn, 

RichardBaxter. 
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/ " " H a p . i . Popery no way to Vnity, page i • 
^ Chap. 2 . Directions for them that will deal wtth a 

Paptjt, P- > • 
Ghap. 3. A r g u m . i . Againfi Popiry>by which every hone ft 

godly man is fecund from them, Y-9» 
Chap. 4 . T h e fecond A r g u m e n t , P« l6< 
Chap. 5. A r g u m . 3. That deposing Kings that will net ex

terminate us yaridabfolving Subjects from their Kyi lie-
giance, and giving their Dominions to others, is an 
Article of the Paptfts Faith, p - i7>*8. 

Chap, 6. A r g u m . 4 . the Church of 'Rome unholy in its 
E(Jentials, p . 2 I , 2 2 5 & C . 

Chap .7 . '•Avgum.f.The Papifts of more then one Church, 
yet each part pretending to be the Catholick Church, 

p. 26, 
Chap . 8. A r g u m . 6. The Church of Rome hath difcon-

tinuedy P » 3 r -
Chap . 9 . A r g u m . 7 . From fenfe; fecuring all men from 

Popery that will believe their eyes, or any of their or 
others fenfes,* P » 3 2 . H . T V frtvolaus anjwer re-
felled, ; p- 34* 

Chap. 10. D e t e & . 1. Prove them but guilty of one Error 
in Faith, and all Popery is confuted, p . 38 . 

Chap . 11* D e t e f t . 2 . \yi Doctrine fo contrary to Scri
pture and it f e l f , cannot be free from Error, p . 39> 

Chap. i 2 , D e t e & . 3. Agree on the way of proof, before 
( e i ) ym 



2 0 T h e C o n t e n t s , 

you difpute : Papifts t a k e n M e r s * 

Z T Z ^ M ' f * " * " ° r 'ft*>e greater 
?*" of the Church fir judge or proof, J p . 4 1 . 
t £ l h D C t C ^ 4 > ^ " f i * " * what they mean] when 
they callto jou fir a fudge of Controverts. How far 
a Judge tsneceffary, and who. J

 p L 
Chap. 14. Detect ; ^ They pretend, that in their way there 

*a»E»f of Controverts, but in ours there ts none: 
Detected, p ^ 

Chap. 15. Detect. 5. Their boafi of Vnity, and reproach
ing us with Dtvtfions, Detected; J p 5 2 . 

Chap 16. De tec l . Their confounding the Mentials 
and Integrals of Chrifiianity Detected, p 63. 

Chap. 17 Detect . 8. Their extolling the judgement of 
the Catholick Church Detected: It is againft themjo.nl. 

Chap. 18. D e t e c l p „ Some of their deluding Ambigui
ties Detected. 1. In the word\Chmch ^i.ln the word 
irope. j 3. [AGeneral Council 3 Bring them to Define 
what theymean by thefe^andyou break them, P* 7 3. 

Chap. 1 p . Detecl:. 10. Their Confounding 1. Anhumane 
ordinance, and a Divine. 2. CMeere Primacy with So-
veraignty. 3. i ^ f n alterably Order•with an inalterable 
Effenttal, Detected, * ^ 

Chap. 20 , D e l e f t . U . The vanity of their pretending 
Tradition detected, p . $6. How far we are for Traditi
on, p . 87 . Tradition confoundeth Popery, p 9 $ 

Chap. ii'Vztt&.ii.TbeirpretencetU 
all other Churches were once under the Pope, Detected, 

Chap. 22. Detec l . 13. Their plea that.the Chlrchlf 
Rome ts a True Church, and therefore we are Sehifma-
ticks for feparatingfrem it, Detected, p . 103, 

Chap^23. D e t e f t . 14. Their pretending to fixed Vnity 
and fettlednefs,, and that we an at uncertainty^ 

tn-
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incoherent, and changelings, Detected, p . 107. 
Chap. 24 . D e t e f t . 15. Their plea that our Church and 

Religion is new, and theirs old and their calling for a 
Catalogue \ and proof of the Succession of our church 
before Luther , Detected y and our Church made known 
to them, p . 115. Aud vindicated from H . Turber-
vileV exceptions. Proved fully that perfons differing 
in points of Faith are Cbrifiians^and of the fame Church, 
p. 12 5,12 7 , & c . And that the Abaffines, Armenians, 
Copties, Greeks, &c. are of the fame Church with 
us, proved* H . T*s proof of their Succefsion confuted, 
to p. 141 . 

Chap. 2 5 . D e t e & . 161 Their jumbling all our differences 
together, and then making lejferor common differences 
to Je t he Proteflant R eligion, Detected, p. 141 . 

Thirty two points of Popery named, which they are chal
lenged to prove,* Suction o f , with my promifetore, 
ceive what ts fo proved, p . 142:. UkTs Arguments for 
the Succefsion of their Doctrine confuted to p . 155. 

P4pi{ls have thofein their Church that differ in point of 
Faith, . p . 

No fuch difference between us andr fhtimoft1 of the Chri-
ffian world as can prove us not of the fame Catholick 
Church, proved againfi H , T . in the inflances, i.Of 
Invocation of Saints, p . 157. 2 . Praying for the dead, 
p . 160. 3. Veneration or Adoration of Images, Crofs 
andReliques$ti6z, 4 , Tranfubflantiation, 5. Satif-

faction and Purgatory, 6. OfFajls, Free-wiif & c 
C h a p . 2 6 . D e t e a . 17. Their falfe interpretation, of the 

fayings of Ancients, from whence they would extort a 
proof of their Soveraignty, Detected in eight inflances,' 

p. 169. 
Chap. 27. D e t e & . i g . Their corrupting Councils and 

Fathers, and citing fuch, Detected, p . 176. 
( ' 3 ) Chap. 
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Chap.; 2 3. Detect . 19, 7 heir per fading the people that 
m are all Lyars, that net hing we 'fay and mite may be 
regarded, p. 182. 

Chap . 29. Detect. 20. 7heir feigned Miracles: 184* 
The fiery of the Boy of B i i f o n , p . 185. 

Chap. 30. D e t e < a . 2 u Their impudent flayers. The 
horrid Lyes againfi Luther W Calvin , inftfted ofi by 
the Marquefs of"Worcefter, and their common Writers, 
fully detected, p . *%9> 

Chap . 3 1 . D e t e a . 22 . Their quarrels at our Trdnptions 
tf Scripture, p. 200 . 

Chap .32 . De t ea . 23. Theirdefign to make the Minifters 
odious to the people\ Their riches and ours compared, 

p . 2 0 1 . 
ChaP '3 3 •Detect , 24. Their cavils again f t our Miniftry, 

Ordination and Succefsion, confuted^ p . 2°5» 
Chap. 34 . p e t e a , 2 f . Their pretence of the Holt-

tfefs of their Church, and the unhelinefs of CUTS ' 
And 1. of their Canonized Saints , p. 2 1 4 , 217. 
2. of the ftrictnefs of their Religious Orders. 3. of 

.Itheir unmarryed Clergie, p . 227. 4 . Their Hoi)i cere
monies. 

6f t ap , 35. D e t e a . 26. 7 heir demanding of us to tell them 
when every one of their Corruptions did begin, p. 233. 
Their Novelty proved, f f W X & f 0 , 

A Confutation of a Papifts M . S. on this point, Mch 
teas fent to Mr. M i l l a r d , neer Sturbridge, p . 244' 

Chap. 3 6* D e t e a . 27. They charge us with New Art ides 9 

for denying their new Articles of Faith, and then bid us 
prove the Succefsion of our Negatives, p . 2 5 8, 

Chap. 37. D e t e a . 28 . They conclude that theirs is the 
fifer Religion, becaufe it is mof uncharitable anddamn-
eth others, and ours the lefs fafe becaufe the more chart' 
table, P - 2 6 , 1 -

They 



T h e C o n t e n t s . 

^ ^ ^ ^ i J S ^ S they would damn Pro* 

teflmts,proved, * V 7* 
Cbap. 3 &>• D e t e d . 29 . They win the Great ones and muh 

tiiude bffuiting itefrx Doctrine and Worfhtp tithe flffhlj 
conceits -and^ inclinations of ungodly, men, • p , 2 7 1 . 
fhewxdin twenty infiances. 

C h a p » 3 p . D e t e & . 30, They pick up the mi Hakes or harjh 
parages of {erne particular Divines, and perf wade men 
that thefe are the Pretfftani Relrglon,. -J.l , p / 2 7 ^ . 

A Confutation of Cdrdimttt&icb&etif twelve Acc&faMons 
or Arguments again ft the Prot eft arils, p .2 8 a> 2 8-1 § <ff>. 

Chap. 42. D e t e f t . 33. Their pretence of a Divine infti-
tution, and Natural Excellency of a vifible CMonarchi-
cal Government of the whole Church Detected,297. 

An Anfwerto the ridiculous Re&fons of Cardinal Boverius 
to Prince Charles, P- 2p7* 

Chap. 43 . Dete<St. 34. Their new device of receiving no-
thing as Scripture Evidence-, but the exprefs words, 

/ P t 3 ° 7 . 
Chap. 44. Dete<5t. 35. They cknfcftttfrferfmnhfpme 

with againfi whom they have feme notable advantage, 
p . 312 . 

Chap. 45. D e t e & . 36. Their deftgns to divide us, or few 
Hereftes among the Vulgar, and then draw them to fome 
odious practices, p . 313. About our late changes and 
warres, and Herefies in England. The Prot eft ants, and 
particularly the Presbyterians vindicated from their 
charge of killing the late King, p . 3 2 1 . Yet the cafe 
different from theirs, p. 323. How Papifts have crept 
into mo ft parties, p . 3 27. What Hereftes and Sects are 
their proper fpawn, p . 330. 

Chap. 46. Detect, 37. They Bide themfelves {in their 
Agents and new Converts:) The means : Our danger 
by the Blders: The Detection, p . 3 37. to 345 • 

Chap. 
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Chap . 47 . Detect . 38 . Their exceeding tnduffry to 
f ' w r t men oflnterefl and power, p . / 4 5 . 

CDap. 48 . D e t e a . 39. Their Treafom• againft the lives 
ot Princes andthe Peace of Nations , and their dtflol-
vingthe bond of Oaths and Covenants, and making 
Perjury and Rebellion to feem Duties and Mcritoriut, 
p . 34*- proved from them/elves• their recrimination 
about the Ute Kings death further refelled, p .355 . 

v^nap. 49 . D e t e a . 4 0 . r ^ / r «» r /* /if to turn to open 
HWltty, andftir up Princes to war and blood, p. 3 5 5. 
flacl°' Som€*r9t°l*lst<> thePapijlsfor a{Hopelefs) 

9 p . J 6 4 . 

T h e 
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^ f r . y p father the way to heal the Diviftons in the 
Churches of Chrift,be by drawing them all into 

One Vniverfal Viftble Political body , under One Vni~ 
verfil vifible Head or Government ? Or whether the 
Catholick church be 'a body fo Vnited and Governed ? 
Neg. 

Chap, i . Shewing the Occafions and reafsns of this writing, 
(facially as from the Grotians» Mr* Pierce'/ exceptions 
mamfc/hd to be frivolous, p . 379. Grotius [peaking 
Engl i fh tograt t f ie cMrt Pierce, p.383. 

Chap. 2. Thetrueftate of the Contr over fie. : and what-
Confociations of Paftors , and union of Churches we 
grant, >: p . 394. 

Chap. 3. Our Arguments for the Negative. Fifteen Xea-
fons againft the Popes Soveraignty briefly named^p.402. 

Againfi the Beadfbip'of Pope or General Councils. . A r 
gum. 1. From the non-exiftence of an universal Head, 

A r g u m . 2. It never dtdexifl, much lefs"-in continuedKfuc-
"fii<w> p .406. 

A r g u m . 3. A General Council unneceffary^impofsiHe, 
andwouldbeunjuft,p.^09.provedto p . 4 2 1 . 

A r g u m . 4. If ajjembled, it could not pofsibly do the wor k 
of the Head or Soveraign, p . 42 1. 

A r g u m . 5. None hath power to fummon a General COun-
$*» p . 4 2 1 . 

A r g u m . 6. Pope nor Council have not the Legijlative 
Power, to the church Vniverfal, p. 42 3. 

( / ) A r g u m . 
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A r g u m . 7 . Pope nor Council are not the Fount an of 
Power to all Church officers, p 4 2 y . 

A r g u m . 8. l n great Caufes all may not appeal to tbem,nor 
can they finally decide, n

 p < 4 a j # 

A r g u m . g. They cannot put down other inferior officers 
through the world, J J/ ^ 

A r g u m 1 o. & 1 j . our Relation to fuch a Head no?Ef 
jentialto ourChriflianity, nor are we baptized into fuch 
a Heady p . i 2 7# 

^ T a T e c h ' w t d ^ * m 4 i i m F r i n c i V k Mtiently taught the 

A r g u m 13 & 1 4 . IttsnoTrcafonordamninzfJtoVeni 
thus Head. Nor are aU chriftians bound to fiudl the Laws 
of Popes and Councils, D.LISA^ 

A r g u m . 15. & i 6 t rhe Head of the Church mufi beevi-
dent to all the members : and his Laws certain, p.430. 

A r g u m . i 7 . & 18. Councils and Decretalsmuft not be »fw 
aSi preached. A Vtftble HIAA not A*r„A ** ***** Pa. 

j g m i i . 20. / b e Scripture appropriates the SoveraimtH to 
Chrtflonly^i.Proved, andthe objections anfwired. 

Chap. 4 . Opemngthe true grounds en which the Churches 
Vmty and Peace muft be fought, and the means that 
"fhuftJtoattatnftmuoh* 

*V G e n e r * 1 Grounds, C J 4 4 0 V 

t m ' ^ t k u l a r Grounds of Peaces twenty Proportions, 

What unity to be here expend, & 
The Applications of " the forefaid Grounds, or the reduction 

of them mo practice, D A K 2 

* h < c t „ c U f m l ftgj; 
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pAge Z4..I.9. x.Vlat'tna, p.30.1.9. x.Formofus. p. 31- L19. Cardinals, p. 58. 
1. 13. r.wwuime.p.j^. L j . & i6.v.Filiutius.8c I.9. & z^.r.Bauny. & I.13. 

U M may do.y.6\.\.n .x.Baldettws. 1.13. r. Efcobar. p. 78. Li'f. blot out zw. 
p.82.1.3 blot out wf P.104.LX5. for reafoned,x. ceafed. p.n£. l.penult. for 0/ 
r. fa ie. p. 13 i.I.pcnult. tVtfftefm. p. 134.1.3 6. for ^#f 5 r. the fifth Aft. 
p. 14.V-l.9- r. to receive fo many. &. 1. 19 .r.wte/s he taifc. p.i $7-1.3 4-for r. 

p. 170.1.9 • for vehich,x.vpith. p. 19 j.l.3 ?.for thk,x.his. p. 196.L3 <$ r. #.-7/̂ -
•H7/». p.zo^.l.z7.for of,x.or. & 1.28.for Dr.x.D. P.Z13.I.7s.when we do. p.izo, 
1. 36x.Dan.tes. p114.Lz.8c ^,/^.x.thenamesinihe Accaf. cafe.^.zi^X.S.x.your 
/e/f.p.zj9.I.3 x.x.Anathcma.,s.^.i6iX.i^.x:(wt^ot nor.p.a6<£.l.i7.r.f^f it #.1. 
i8.i'.C^»/«. p.z^.l.io.r. re t/?e. p.z88.1.z4.for left,x.kfi. ^97.1.17- f"01' 
them}x.the.^i^.x.?aulus f. p.3$6.1.3i.r.^t^.p.3^a.l-z8.r.^ p.3^ .1. 
8.for W/iy, x.many.&. \.T,3.x.Maldonale.Y.397.1.30.x.the other 0/.I.3 z.forparties, 
x.ftraw. p.409.1.3*.r.i« r&f. £3*. blot out P.4ZZ.I.13 .x.prcfided. p. 426. 
1.17. blot out of. p.43 z. 1.3 3. for W 3 r. W aof. p. 434.1.4. for to, r. ^r, p. 
437*1. i . r. members, p.433.1.29. blocout p. 45Z.I.ZO. r. Butwhenthe. 
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K e y for C a t h o l i c k s , 

T o o p e n t h e j u g l i n g s o f t h e 

f e f u t t s , a n d f a t i s f i e a l l t h a t a r e b u t 

t r u l y - w i l l i n g t o u n d e r f t a n d , w h e ^ 

t h e r t h e c a u f e o f t h e ^omane, o r t h e Kefnm-

utter ly u „ e x c u f a b l e > , f after this he w i l l be a t ^ f i . 

C H A P. I . 

S ° h 8 h " ? f t b e , d i v , ( f e d ft«e of Chri-
«ians have brought one of the oreareft 

ever it was acquainted with . efnechUv 

r r « w h i , e « ! 

in the Infidelity of H ^ i t ?! 5* > r e ™ i n 
where millions of poor f o l t o n e W r h : , ^ / ' ^ • 
strength were joyned together for rhi..>ni» • a 1 1 o u r 

- . o n , I t w o a l d b c t 0 9 ^ a s a s s K g ^ 
of 
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of Chriftendora, that the Nations are quietly fcrvwg the Dc-
vil,and the Turk is in poffeffion of fomany Countries, that once 
were the Inheritance of Chrift, and that his Iron yoak is i t i l l 
upon the necks of the perfecuted Greeks, and that be ftandsup 
at ©ur doors in fo formidable a pofture, ftill ready to devour the 
reft of the Chriftian world •, and yec that inftead of combining 
to refill: him, and vindicate the caufe and people of the Lord , 
wc are greedily fucking the blood of one another, and tearing, 
in' pieces the body of Chrift with furious hands, and dcftroying. 
our fdvestofave the enemy a labour, and fpending that wit , 
that treafure, that labour and that blood, to dafhour levesm 
pieces on one another, which might be nobly, and honesty >and 
happily fpent in the caufe of God. 

Thefe thoughts provoked me to many an hours confederati
on, How the wounds of the Church might be yet healed i Ana 
have made it long a principal part of my daily Prayers ttiat trie 
Reconciling Light might fhine from Hea ven,that might in forne 
good meafuretakeupour differences; and that God wouldat 
JaftgivehealingPrinciplesanddifpofnionsunto men, efpecialiy 
to Princes and the Paftors of the Church. But the more i l t u -
died how it might be done,thc more difficult, * ™jimpoff i™ 
itappearM, and all becaufe of the Romane'JV*?*Y, ^ V ' * 
Chrift or pretended Head of the Church being with them 
become an effcntial part of i t , and the Subjcdion to him eflen-
tial to our Chriftianity it felf. So that (faith Bellarmme demc 
clef.1.3 .c. $.)No man ̂ though he rvottld^can be a Subjetl of CwijU 
that is not fubicB to the Pop • and this with abundance of into
lerable corruptions they have fixed by the fancy of the.r own 
Infallibility, and btiilr upon this foundation a worldly Kingdom, 
and the temporal Riches and Dignity of a numerous Clergy, 
twining fome Princes alfo into the Intereft; fo that they cannot 
poiTibly yield to us in the very principal points of difference , 
unlels they will deny the verv ElTence of their New Chriitia-
nity and Church, and pluck up the foundations which they have 
fo induftriouflv laid, and leave men to a fufpiciofr tint;they are 
fallible hereafter, if they (hall confefs ^ f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
any thing no»/,and unlefs they will be fo admirably W ^ f u g 
as to l e r | 0 the temporal advantages which fo * « y 
ofthcmSrciatcrcOcdio ; And whether fo much light may ^ 
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hoped for in fo dark a generation, or fo much love to God, and 
felf-denyal in millions of men fovoid of feJf denyal, is eafie 
to conjecture : And we cannot in the fc greateft. matters come 
over to them, unlefs we will flatly betray our Souls, and depart 
from theUnityof the Catholkk Church, and from the Center 
of that Unity ,to unite with another called the Romane Cathslick 
Church, in another Center. And i f we (hould thus caft away 
the Truth and Favour of God, and fin agatnft our Knowledge 
and Confcience, and fo prove men of no Faith or Religionjxntei 
pretence of deliring zVnity In Faith and Religion, yet all Would 
not do the thing intended, but we mould certainly mifs of thefe 
very ends which wefeek, when we had fold the Truth and our 
Souls to obtain them. For there is nothing more certain, then 
that the Chriftian World will never unite in the RomaneV'tcc 
Chrift, nor agree with them in their Corruptions, agiinft plain 
Scripture, Tradition, Confcntof the ancient Church, againft 
the Reafonand common fenfe of Mankind ; This is not by any 
wife man to be expected. Never did the univerfal Church, or 
one naif of it center to this day in the Romane Soveraignty : 
And why (hould they hope for thai which never yet was done ? 
When they had their Primacy of Place ( t o be the Bifliop of the 
firft Seat, and flrf t of the Patmrcks ) it made the Pope no 
more a Soveraign anda v:ce-Chrift,then the King of France is 
Soveraign to the Z ) * ^ of Saxony or Bavaria or then the Se
nior Juftice on the Bench is the Soveraign of the reft : and yet 
even this much he never had but from the Romane Empire : 
What claim did he ever lay in his flrft Ufurpations, to any 
Uiurcn without thofe bounds? I t was the Empire thatraifed 
him, and the Empire limited bis own Ufurpations. Saith their 
own ( o r whoever elfe J Cont. Waldenf / W . 
m Bibhoth, ?atr To. 4. p a g 7 7 3 . £ T h t chmcies of the 
Armenians ^Ethiopians , and Indians, and tht reft 
whtcb the Apofiles converted, are not under the Church of Rome. ] 
7 / j/e&°"es d a v s > t h * y fonnd the Churches of Brittain and 
Ireland bothgrangers and adverfaries to their Soveraignty - in-
lomuch as they could not procure them to receive their Go
vernment, nor change fo much as the time of Eafler for them , 
no nor to have Communion with them at laft : Anno 614. 
Lanrmim their Arth-Bilhop here wrote this Letter ( with 

B 2 Mellttuf 
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Mellitm *nd fufttu) to the Bifhops and Abbots in ail Scot* 
land (that is, Ireland ) [fVhile the Sea Apoftolick 4"? ^ A n n t r 

directed m to preach to the Pagan Nations in thefe Weftertt parts, 
as in the whole world ; and we happened to enter this Ifiand> called 
Britrain • before we knew them,believing that they Walked after the 
manner of the universal Church , we reverenced bath the Brit-
tains *nj the Scots in great Reverence of their Sanctity. But when 
we knew the Brittains, we thought the Scots were better, But we 
have learnt by DaganusH* 'Bifi'sp in this forementisned Iflattd; 
and by Columbians the Abbot cominginf France, that the Scots 
do nothing differ from the Brittains in their Converfation. For 
Bifhop Daganus coming to ns, refttfed not only to eat with us^ hut 
even to eat in the fame Houfe where we did eat* ~\ Vjker Epiji. 
Hibern.j.ph.i^. 

Our molt peaceable Bifhop Hall was forct to write a £ Rama 
irreconciliabilis. ] While we are thinking of Reconciliation, 
they are about owr cars with Plots and violence , and with 
fwarras of Rome-bred Se&s, and are day and night induftri-
oufly undermining us • fo that by their continual Alarms, I 
am called off to thefe defenfive wars which here I have under
taken; yet ttill refolving that the Defpcratenefs of the Cure 
(hall not make me run from them into a contrary extrcam, nor 
be out of the way of Peace, nor ncgled any ncccflary means, 
how hopelcfs focver of fuccefs. 

The Work that here I have undertaken, is, i . To give you 
briefly thofe Grounds on which you muft go , if you will keep 
your ground againfta Papift. 2. To give a few invinci
ble Arguments, which the weakeft may be able to ufe, to over-
throw the principal grounds of thePapifts. 3. To detect their 
Frauds, and give to the younger fort of Minifters, fufficiene-
Directions for the Confutation of all the Papifts in the 
world. 4. To propound (though in vain) fuch terms of ¥&c" 
as we can yield to. 
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C H A P . I I . 

BEfore I mention the Grounds or Caufe that you muft 
^maintain , I muft P |cmifc this Advice to the Common 

i . Wrong not the Truth and your felves by an unequal con-
flict. Enter not raflily upon Difputes with thofe that are 
Learned and of nimble tongues, i f you be ignorant, 'or of 
weak capacities your fclves. Though I fhali here fhew you that 
r C I ! p : U r e ' C f n j r c n * Tradition, Reafon and Senfe are on your 
"de, yet experience tels us now the words of Juglers have made 
millions of men deny belief to their eyes, their tafte and other 
lenles. An ignorant man is foon filenced by a fubtile wit ^ and 
ttany think that when they cannot anfwer, they muft yield , 
though they deny both Senfe and Reafon by it. I f any of them 
fecret y entice you, defircthem to debate the cafe with fome 
nffiA. S ' i x P c r i e n c c d M i n « f t c r in your hearing. I t is the 
office of your Pallor, co defend you from the wolves : I f you 
once defp,fe them orftragglc from them and the SockiI and 
trul t toyourown Reafon that is unfurnifhed and unprepared 
for fuch work , you may take that you get by ir, if you be un- ( 
done. You need the help of Paftors for your fou!f,ai we l l« of 
Phyfictans for your Bodies,and Lawyers for your Eftates : or 

Let them b u T l 0 6 ^ h™ f « ^ e m o w / o u in h i sChurX 
Truth c T n l T C w C ^ a l t c r m s H you (hall fee what 
Truth can do In this way we will not avoid a Conference 
with any of them. But alas f with ignorant unlearned people 
what may not fuch Deceivers do ? "that can perfwade fo ma' 
ny thoufand fouls to give no Credit to their own eves o n X 
or feeling , but to believe a Pricft,tbat Bread i s n o r T r Z A 
Wine is not Wine. 0 t B r c a < * » a n d 

A Z Z J / P ' l c f f i o n < * n * o be M to repell Deceiver,; 
i t Z t l T d ' / ^ l ^ e g i v e y o u firfl fome Directions 
concerning the caufe which you muft defend. 

And concerning this , Obferve tbefe things following 
*r Underftand what the Religion is that you muft hoW 3 * 
snaintain; I t i*the anient Chriftian Religion. Do notput evejy 

B 3 Truth 
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Truth among the ElTentiais of your Religion: O w R * ^ 
doth flotftandor fall with every Controverfie that is raueo 
about* i t . That which was the true Religion in the AP™1** 
days is ours now: that which all were bapt. zed into ™c \!°f 

felTion of, and the Churches openly held forth as their Bener. 
Reformation brings us not anew Religion : but cleanieM tuc 
old from the drofs of Popery, which by innovation theyhaQ 
brought in. A man that cannot confute a Papift , may yet be a 
Chriftian, and fo hold fa ft the true Religion. It followethnoc 
that our Religion is queftionable or unfafe , i f tome pomt in 
Controverfie between them and us be queftionable or tiara, l nc 
Papifts would fain bring you to believe that our Religion mult 
lie upon (omc of thefe Controverfies: but its no fuch matter. 
Perhaps you will t&yfthatthen it is not about Religion that we dif
fer from them. I anfwer ; yes : it is about the Effcntials of their 
Religion , but it is but for the preferving the integrity of ours 
againft the Confequences and additions of theirs. They have 
made them a New Religion ( which we call Popery ) and joined 
this to the Old Religion ( which we call Chriftianity. ) Now 
we ftick to the old Religion alone-, and therefore there is more 
etfential to their Religion, then is to ours. fo that our o»» Re
ligion, even the ancient Chriftianity, is out of Controverfie be
tween us. The Papifts do confefsthat the Creed the Lord* 
Prayer the ten Commandments are true , yea that all the 
Scripture is the word of God , and certainly true: fo tnat 
our Religion is granted us as paftdifpute: And therefore it is 
only the Papifts Religion that is in queftion between us, and not 
ours. I f y ou will make thofc lower Truths to be of the Effcnce 
of your Religion which are not , you will give the Papilts tne 
advantage which they defire. _ . 

2. I f the Papifts c*U for a Rule, orTeft of your Religion. 
and ask you where they may find i t , a f f i g n t u e m t o t h e ^ « 7 
Scriptures, and not to any Confefsionsof Churches, tower 
then as they agree with that. We know of no Dmne R u g 
and Laws of fa i th and Life, buttheholy S"ipture (and tDe 
heart* of Believers have animperfeATranfcriptof t h c r a ^ A ^ 
Confefsionsof Churches are but part of lhe Holy Scripture, or 
Collections out of them , containing the points o f f f « * « 
weight» And if in phrafe or order ( much more m m a t t e r ) ^ 
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be any thing humane, we make it not our Rule, nor are we 
bound to make it good , no more then the Writings of godly 
men. A point is not therefore with us an Article of Faith, 
becaufe our Churches or a Svnod put it into a Confefsion but 
becaufe it is in the Word of God. For a Councils determi
nations do with us differ but gradually from the Judgement of 
a fingle man, in this refped. And therefore we give ttiem the 
Scripture only as the full Dodrine of our Faith,and the perfect 
Law of God; And thofe points in ir, which Life or Death is laid 
upon, and God hath told us, we cannot be faved without we 
take as the Effencials of our Religion, and the reft as the Inte
grals only. 

I f they ask, Why then we do draw up Confelftons of Faith? I 
am wer i . To teach and help the people . by gathering to their 
nands the moft neceiTary points, and giving them fometimes an 
explication of them. 2. To let our Accufersfee that wemif-
underftand not the Scriptures. 3. To let Paftors and other Sub. 

w S i n h?. n « - t f c n C e ° f S c r i p t u r e t h e ^ g ^ e will own 
within his Dominions. 4. And to let the Paftors and the wnrM 
know what fence ir.the principal Points we are a g \ ^ •„ 
ftiii we take not our Confeflions for our Divine Rule; and there. 
toreiftherebeanyerrourinaConfeflion, there is none in the 

. h i n U fldCr13nd **!! W h a t i s t h e Cttholht Chnrcb that when 
the Pap,ftt a , k yon what Church you are o f , or cal t o T t o 

E 2 K S ? S « a 3 ? $ * r i f M 

of t r u e C h n t o m upon ear h ^ t ' ^ 6 w M ^ ^ 
that part which™ in H e W l i ?° " 0 t n ° W W i t h 

ly nor to rh» f - ^ t I ' 1 V s n o c tve-a to Proteftants on-
^ o anvn h L " k S 0 . n ' y ? m U c h l e r s totheRomaniftsonly, 

fp rcfhi»rhr-A- S'f- . a s v i » b l e , it containeth all that pro
fit f ! g , 0 n b > ' a c r c d , b , c P r o f c f f i o n - I f t heChr i -
ftian Rehgion may be known, then a man may know that he is a 
R I I T ' ^ A 0 n f e ^ m | y a member of the Catbolick Church 
But i f the Chriftian Religion cannot be known,then no man can 

know 
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know which is the Church, or which is a Chriftian. All Chnfti 
ans united to Chrift the Head, arc this Catholick Church, ir you 
tycthe Church to your own party, and make a wrong ascrip
tion of it , you will enfnare your felves,and fpoil your bfricr, ana 
your defence of ft . , *. , 

4 Run not into extreams: mix not any unfound principles 
with your Religion. For if you do,the Papifts will cull out thofc, 
and by difgracing them, will feera to difgrace your Religion. 

5. Ufe not any unfound Arguments to defend the T r u t n - For 
i f you do, the truth will fuffer , and feem to be overthrown by 
the weaknefs of your Arguments. 

6. Joynnot with thofe men that caft out any Ordinance of 
God, becaufe the Papifts have abufed it. Reformation of cor
rupted Inftitutions is not by the Abolition of them, but by the 
Reftauration of them. There are few things in ufe among the 
Papifts themfelves as parts of worfhip , but may lead us up to a 
good original, or tell us of fome other real Duty which did de
generate into thefe. 

7. Joyn not with thofe ignorant, unpeaceable, felf-conceited, 
womaniill, rabious Divines, or private men, that pour out un
worthy reproaches at godly men among our felves,as if they were 
Hereticks, or fuch as the Churches ftiould dif-own. For thele 
are they that pleafe the Papifts, and harden them in their Error, 
and offend the weak. T hey think they may call us Hereticks or 
Blafphemers by authority, when we call one another fo. Sucn 
Railers teach them what to fay, and play their game more ene-
ftually then they could do their own. When they are alluring 
the fimple people, how foon will they prevail, if they can but 
prove their charge againft us from the pens of Proteftants them
felves ? 

Having told you on what grounds you muft make good your 
caufe againft them, I (hall next give you three or four eafie Ar
guments (fome of them formerly given you ) by which even 
the weakeft may prove that Popery is but deceit. 

C H A P . 


