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agree among themfelves i n their Fundamentals and Effentials 
of the Church, we have fmall encouragement to think of uniting 
on any of their grounds. 

Argum. 19. The Soveraign Power or Htadjhip over the 
Church is a thing undoubtedly revealeed in the Holy Scripture: 
(Tor we cannot imagine that the Scripture fliould be ftlcnt in fo 
weighty a point, without intolerable accufation of i t . ) The 
Soveraign Power or Bead/hip of Pope or Council is not wealed 
*n the Holy Scripture. Therefore^. 

They have not yet produced a* Text to prove either of them. 
Thofe produced by the Italians for the Popes Headfliip, » r € 

declaimed by the French, as meaning no fuch thing; and our 
Writers have largely manifefted their abufing of the Text. So 
have theydoncof thofe that ate brought for the Headfliip of 
Councils. Thefe texts arefpoke to fo fully by Chamier, whr 
taker, Amefms, and abundance more, that I think it in vain to 
do it here again. That of 1 Ttm. J . f j . that the ChUTCO M tltt 
pillar and ground of Truth\ doth not fpeak a word of a General 
Council, nor a word of Headfhip: The whole Church united 
in Chrift, is the Pillar and Ground,that is, the certain Receptacle 
and retainer of the Truth, the Law of Chrift being written in 
their hearts. . _A 

None fcems more to favoor their concccit then BpheJA-1 S> 1 0 -
which Grttiu* faftens on. But even that is againft thera,and not 
for them. For 1 I t is Chrift and oniy Chrift that is here Aid " b e 
the head , and all other parts contradiftinguiflied, and excluded 
from Headfliip, and the Body is not faidto be united in them. 
2. And it is by aflbciation, and mutual communication of their 
feveral gifts,that the parts are compacted together,and edifie the 
whole; and not by meeting in anyone, and deriving from if . 

Objea. But were mt the Apoflles General'Officers, and fo the 
Church united in General officers f Anf*. This is little to tne 
Qaeftion. For 1. the Apoftles had one among them to be tne 
Soveraign or Head of the reft,but were of equal power. 2.Nor 
did a major part of their whole number make fuch a HeadIt 
the Church to unite in, nor do we read that ever a Major J 
carryed it among them againft a Minor; for they were all g 
by the Spirit. Yet its true that they met ofter togetnc: 1 
a General Council can. 2. The Apoftles as ^ m 0 ^ 7 f t e d 
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q ^ U f l S ^ ^ h l ^ e t a ^ f the^pirit, have no ̂ cceffors: 
But theApoftie, a s ambulatory unfixed Mmifters had even 
then many companions : For Barnabas, X ^ ' . ^ ' ' ™ f , 
abundance more, did then go up and down preachy as wel 
as theApoftles- yet had not any one of them a^fpeaal charge 
of Governing alUhe Churches: nor yet *11 of them umted n a 
body: For the Apoftle. called not the Evangehfts and other 
fellow workers to confult in Councds about the GovcrnmtK 
of the whole h But both they and the.r helpers, did feveraHy 
what they could to teach and fettle the Churchesi 3. Who be 
they now that are the Apoftles fuccelTors ? I f all the Bilhops in 
the world, the cafe is as we left it. I f any fmall number of 
Primates or Patriarcks, how (hall we know which and how ma
ny ? I f they be not twelve, why (hould one Apoftle have a 
fuccefTor, and not others ? But there are no twelve only that 
lay claim to the fucceilion. And if you go further , who can 
limit, and fay who, and how many they be , and how far the 
number maybe increafedor decreafed, and by whom? InCv-
prians dayes he and his fellows in the Council ac Carthage de
clare that all Biftiopswere equal, aud none had power over 
other. And fo thought others in thofe times. Nor was there 
then any number of Bilhops that claimed to be the fole fuccef-
forsof the Apoftles, to rule all the reft. And if they had, when 
the Church increafeth,che Rulers rnuft increafe, But this is not 
to the main point. 

Argum. 20. The Scripture hth appropriate theVniverfal 
Head/hip to Chrift only, and deny it to ail others', therefore net' 
ther Pope mr Council are the Vmverfal Heal 

Eph. s.23. I t is the peculiar Title of t h r i f t to be Head of the • 
Church, to whom it muft be fnbjec\ 1 Cor.i 1. 3. The Apoftie 
would have us know that the Head of every man is Chrift, and 
the head of the woman is the man,and the Head of Chrift isGod. 
Sothat there is a particular Head overforne parcdl of the bo
dy below Chria: but to be the Univerfal Head of every man, is 
the proper Title of Chrift. In i (for. 12. the unity of the body 
and diverfity of the members is more largely expreffed then any 
where elfe in Scripture ; and there when the faid unity of the 
body had been fo fully mentioned, the Apoftle comes to name 
the Head of that Unity, f e r f . 27. which is only Chrift, [Nov 
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ye are the body of Chrift ^nd members in-particular ] The Church 
is never called the body of the Pope 4 or o f a Council, but the 
body of Chrift: yea (as was even now faid) in the next words the 
^pojtles,Prophets, and Teachers are enumerated to the particu
lar members, contradiftinft from the Head, fo far are all, or any 
one of them from being the head themfelves. And in Col. 2. 
1 o, 17,19. it is Chrift only that is caHed the Head, and the My 
is \mto\* of Chrift, and he only is mentioned as the Center of 
its Unity £ And not holding the Head, from which all the body by 
pints, and bands having nourijhment miniftred and knit together, 
tncreafeth with theincreafe of God. j And Col. 1.18. And he is 
the Head of the body, the Church. ] I f any fay that you cannot 
hence argue Negatively that therefore no one elfe is the Head, 
I anfwer, They may as well fay, when it is affirmed that [the 
Lord he ts God ] you cannot thence conclude that Baal is not God. 
The Apoftie plainly fpeaks this of Chrift as his peculiar honour 
And he fpoke to men that knew well enough chat natural bodies 
have but one Head,unlefs they be Monfters: And he would not 
foof t inf i f t on this Metaphor, intending fo great a disparity in 
the fimilitude, and never difcover any fuch intention ; So 
in Ephef. 1. 22. He gave kirn to be Head over all things to 
the Church, which is his Body, thefulnefs of him that filleth 
all in all. ] 

And in Ephef 4. the Apoftie purpofely exhorteth us to the 
obfervation of this unity • and purpofely telleth us by a large 
enumeration wherein it doth confift : but in all he never men-
tioneth the Pope or a Council: yea he plainly excludeth them, 
V e r f 3,4. &c. \_Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace-.There is one body,and one fpirit,even as you are called 
in one hope of your calling f)ne Lord, One Faith,One Baptifm, One 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all: But unto every one of us is given Grace, according to the 
me a fur e of the gift of Chrift' — He gave fome Apoftles , and 
feme Prophets,and fome Evangelifts, and fome Paftors and Teach' 
ers for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work ef the Miniftfjr 
for 'the Edifying of the body of Chrtft, till we all come in the unity 
of the Faith, &c. - J fo then you fee there is but onel>w& 
of the Church; therefore the Pope or Council is not Lord ( in 
name or deed.) And Apoftks, Prophets, Paftors, and Doftorsy 

are 
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are the member contradiftinguiihed from this One Lord , and 
whofe diverficy is purpofely mentioned, they being the matter 
or parcels that muft have their unity in fome other, but not 
the Church to be united in them. Here is then no mention 
among all thefe I Ones] of one earthly Head, whether Pope 
or Council, not of One Apoftle that was the Head of the reft, i f 
fuchathinghad ever come into the Apoftles mind, he would 
fure have mentioned it on fuch occafions as thefe, and not have 
quite forgotten i t ; yea and contradid it fo evidently. 

I Or. 6. 15 i 7 . Our bodies are the members of'ChnftJnot 
Of the Pope; and he that is joined to the Lord is one fpmt (not ne 
that is joined to the Pope.) „ .« 

Gal. 3 • 28. We are all one in Chrift Jtfi* (not in an earthly 
Head ) Many and many times doth the Apoftle exhort them to 
be of on* mind, and acord, and take heed of fchifm, and maintain 
peace, and he reproveth their divifions at large: yet doth he ne
ver mention fuch a fin as dividing from an earthly Head nor 
ever once direct them to a pope or General Courctl as the Cen
ter of their unity, or the neceffary means of curing divifions. 
Pefcrhimfelf exborteth them to be all of one mind, i Pet. 3.8. 
but never to be ail united in him as their head. The Apoftle 
Paul ispun&ual in defcribing the Officers of the Church, and 
the peoples duty to thera. But he never defcribeth a Pope,or any 
earthly Head of that Church : nor ever teiieth the people of 
their duty to fuch; And i f fuch a fuppofed fundamental fhould 
be quite forgotten by men that belieivcd i t , and taught others 
that which was neceffary to be believed , it were incredibly 
ftrange. That Paul writing to the Romans {hould never mind 
them of the honour of their Sea, or their duty to their fuper-
eminent Prelate, was his forgetfulnefs or unbelief. And furely 
he would never have fo (harply reproved them of Corinth for 
contentions, in faying 1 am of Paul, and I of Apollo, and I of 
Cephas, and I of chrift, if he had thought they muft have been 
united in Cephas ; without once telling them of fuch a means of 
union and reconciliation. He faith [ Is Chrift divided as much 
as to fay, you muft be all united in h im: but he faith not 
[ Is Cephas divided ? ] but plainly makes the exalters of Cephas 
apart) that was guilty of divifion, zndChap. 3. 3 ,4 ,5 . t e ' k 
them plainly that this fhewed that they mre carnal And fpeak-
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Jng of all others in his own perfon and Aptltos, faith [ JVho 
then u Paul.w who is Apollo,£af Minifters by whom jebelieved / ] 
1,bey had not then learned to anfwer [ Why Cephas is the Bead 
et the Church. ] And i Cor. 4 6. He fpeaks as i f it were purpofely 
to a Fapift j _ All thefe things, brethren, I have in a figure tranf 
J erred to my [elf and to Apollo/** your fakes : that ye might learn 
%nm not to thinly (of m € n ) a y o v e that which is written: that 
»°™*ef you be pvffedzp for one againft another] What not for 
reter ? n o not for Peter hirafelf. And doubtlefs Paul did not 
believe his fupremacy, when he fo prefumed to reprove him to 
his race, Gal. 2. So 1 Cor. 10.16 17. there is mention of 
our being*//™, bread,and one body : 'but thats becaufe we are 
all partakers of that one body of Chrift, and not becaufe we are 
united in the Pope or any other. 

Moreover when the Difciples drove who fhould be greateft 9 

Chrift expreHy rebukethfuch thoughts, andinftead of grant
ing any of them thatdcfire, he deayeth it to them all, Mat, 
22. 25, 26. Luke 22. 26. The Kings of the Gentiles rule over 
them,andare called gracious Lords,but with you it/hall not befb^i 
Bellarmine indeed can merrily hence gather that there mult be 
one appointed to be the greateft, because Chrift faith, Be that 
•will be Greateft,let him be the fervant of all. J This iV to make 
good their charge againft the Scripture,that it isanofeof Wax 
by their prefumpruons abufe of it j as fome men would prove 
the Apoftscy of the Saints, by their own Apoftatizing , when 
yet they prove it not , though they ruine themfelves. Did not 
Chrift by thefe words reprehend their feekirg of a Supremacy r 
And yet doth he grant it f 

Oh but it is only Tyranny that Chriftforbiddeth them. Jnfw.T^sC 

which Chrift acknowledged in the Kings of theNations,without 
reprehenfion,thatisit which hedenyethto his Difciples. But 
it is not Tyranny but Dominion which Chrift thus acknowledge 
eth in,and alio wech to the Kings of the Nations; therefore it is 
not Tyranny but Dominion which he forbiddeth to his Djfciplesj 
That which Chrift here fpeaketh of the Kings of the Nations, is 
fomewhat common to all Kings,and fo as Kings, But Tyranny 
was not common to all Kings, nor to them as Kings }he*e~ 
fore it is not Tyranny that he fpeaks of Moreover its plain that 
itisaGreatnefs in Df fire and A negation that is thefubject ot 
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Chrifts fpeech,and not an allowed fupremacy,and that he forbids 
this Supremacy in the following words, [ Let him be thefervant 
°f *U1 q- d. t 1 all°™in mJ K i f f £ d o m t 0 t h c p r e a c b e r s ° f t h e Go" 
8*1 m other Greatnefs or fuperkrity above others, but what con-
ftfteth in folinefs,and humility, and dving good,andfo tnfofrUim-
Wof Rp>limQre*tnefs.-\ In Luke 9- there's mention of Ihm 
ttaLas eal &^ U follows not thence that one w « appoint-
ed to be h f lo te f t . And if the will o f X b r i t were tao« » 
them that one (hould be the Sopr«» and 
need ttisy ftrive any further about it - or way «o 
bake them for refitting their Supream t f -

Again I fay .that } ^ ^ ^ J ^ C ^ , or the 
ffiS^ t w rca gn be any way g g f r 

imp ana ^ u i c t u , j . ^ ^ £ m p i r e 
the Name or Titles of fuch a Head, nor we K ^ 
nor appointing him his work, nor directing him n o w c o ; u 

when he hath the greateft work in the world to do ( as 
Ihefe men fuppofe ) and fueh as furpalTeth the ftrengcb. of 
man yea of a thoufand men v never giving him any adviceand 
K ? for the determining of his very many ^ a r r e n t d ^ 
rnW;« nor once eiving us any of his power,nor telling us or 
It^ PrerogadvTno grxelfng us what officers he (hall appoint un
der him and how; nor once telling any man of his duty to obey 
him- never telling us any thing of the fucceffion of this so-
veraicn in whom it (hall refide- nor once telling us hiftoncaily 
o f the exercife of any of his power : I fay that not a word 
of this (hould be mentioned by Chrift or his Apoftles, even when 
there was fo great occafion, when Peter was among them,when 
there was driving for fupremacy, when the Churches were 
lamentably contending abou: the preheminence of their teach
ers and fome were for one, and fome for another, and iome 
f o r C ^ h i m f e l f j and when fo many herefies arole, and haz-
zarded the Churches, as among the Corinthians, G'atamans,and 
others there did; This is a thing fo hard to be believed by one 
that believeth the wifdom and love of Chrift, that I mult (ay 
for my part, it furpaiteth my belief. Efpeciaily (' as is fsid ) 
when alfa fo much is-(aid againft the Supremacy contend-
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ed for. Al l this I fpeak of any earthly Head, whether Pope or 
Council. 

Object. But ( fay the Papifts) you can allow Princes to be the 
Heads of the Church : why then not a Pope ? Anfw. We acknow
ledge Princes and Paftors over parts of the Church , but not 
over the ChurchUniverfal. Every Corporation may call the 
Major or Bayliff a fubordinate Head of that Corporation, but 
not of the Kingdom. 

Qbjed.There may be a Prorex , a Viceking : and why not 
. then a Vicarious Head of the Catholic^ Church ? Anfw. i . Be
caufe a Kingdom is not fo big as all the world, or all that is and 
may be Chriftian. 2. Becaufe a King having Dominion, hath 
power of doing all that by others that he cannot do himfelf* 
But a Paftor being a Minifter, hath no fuch power given hirflf 
but muft do his work himfelf. 3 .Becaufe the work of theMiniftry 
requires far more labour and attendance. So that it is an utter 
Imopffibility that any man fhould be able to do the work of a 
fupream Ruler of all the Chriaian world, yea or the hundretn 
part of i t , as it muft be done. 4 . And laftly, becaufe Chrift hatfr-
made no fuch Prorex, or Vice-head : and none can have it with
out his commiilion. 

Objed . But the Civil power hath been exercifed by an Empe* 
rour over more then all the Chriftian world: And why then may 

mt the Eccleftaftical ? Anfw. i. Its notorioufly falfe that ever 
Emperour had fo extenfive a Dominion. 2. The Gofpel mult 
be preached over all the world; and therefore we muft connder 
the pofiible future extent of the Church, and not only chepre-
fent exiftent ftate. 3- There are many millions ofChrilmns 
.mixt in the Dominions of Infidel Princes among other Religi
ons, which makes the Government of them the more difficult. 
4 .1 (hewed before from the nature of the work many other dim-
.cukies, which make a difference. , 

Object. Monarchy is the beft Government ; therefore W 
Church muft have it. Anfw. The Monarchy of God is belt -
but among men it is according to the ftate of the Rulers and IUD-
j e a . One way is better in fome cafes, and another in other . 
2. For one man to be Monarch of all the Chriftian worw, ' 
not beft, when by taking a thoufand times more upon biny 

do, he will rujne inftead of ruling well. 3 • ^ m ] {l 
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well fay, An Univerfal Civil Monarch over ail the world is beft j 
therefore fo it muft be : but when will you prove that ? But i f 
I miftake not in my conjedure, it is the thing that the Jefuites 
have lately got into their heads, that the Pope muft have the 
Univerfal Soveraignty Ecclefiaftical and Civi l ; that fo anUm-
verfal peace may be in the world. vj>» 

3.Prore you t h e ; ^ " " ' / X l f p S h o o d , and the taking of i« 
prove the InQ.cut.on of «v m • i e ( ( h o o d w a s a

6

T 

the Hebrews (hews at Urge. _ .„ 

Ante. i . iMahardfhife when you muft go to another world 
for vour pattern; But for your Argument fetcbt from Hell, 
I will leave it with you : but for that from Heaven, I fay.theres 
no proof of it. And if there were,till you canprovethat 
our work and fitnefsfor it is the fame as Angels, and that 
the Lord hath appointed the fame form here, you have faid 

n 0 tButSbecaufe this Queftion is largely handled by abundance 
of our Learned Writers,! fhall fay no more to it here, but con-
elude, that by this which is already faid in brief, it is manifeft , 
that The Catholic^ Church of Chrift is not oneVipble Political 
Body, as joined to any One Vniverfal fiftble Head or Sovereign, 
befides Chrift. 

I f any being driven from this hold, fhall fay, that yet there 
are feveral Patriarcks that Govern the feveral Provinces of the 
Chriftian world , though there be no head but Chrift. I anfwer, 
1. Iftherebeno earthly Head and Center of unity >then I have 
the main caufe. Thefe Patriarcks may and do at this day, un-
reconcilably difagree among themfelves. This therefore w i l l 
not fervefor a unity. 2. When ( as is aforefaid) you have 
well proved "the Institution of thefe Patriarcks, and how many 
they be,and who 5 and the power of Princes to make new ones, 

( and 
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( and not to forbear it,and to pull down the old ones:)andwhen 
you have anfwered the foregoing Arguments,a$ many of them 
as extend to Patriarchal power alfo , as well as Unverfal Head-
fhip, then we fhall take this further into confideration. In 
the mean time, I fu per fed e, as having done that which I think 
neceffary to take off men, from inclining to Rome^nd. re
proaching of Churches, upon the erroneous Conceit of the Na
ture and unity of the Catholick Church; as if it were One, as 
under One Earthly Vifible Head. 

C H A P . I V . 

Opening the true Grounds on which the Churches vnityand 
Peace muft be fought, and the means that muft he ufed 
to attain fo much as is here to he expect ed, 

Qfteft. T ^ V T i f this be not the way of the Churches Vnity% 

JiJ which is t and what Jhonld we deftre and endeavour 
for the attaining it ? For the diftratlions of the Church are fe great 
through our divifions7 that it makes us flill aft to fufpefl that we are 
out of the way. 

Though it be a great work to anfwer this queftion right
ly, and a hundred, a thoufand times greater to anfwer it fatisfa-
dorily ( that is, to fatisfie prejudiced incapable men with a right 
anfwer, ) yet I fhall attempt it by cafting in my thoughts j or 
to fpeak more confidently , by declaring fo much as I am 
certain is the will of God concerning this weighty thing. 

And here I fhall firft Jay down thofe grounds upon which 
we muft proceed, i f we will do our duty for the union of the 
Church. 2. I fhall tell you what muft be done to reduce them 
into Practice. 

i . H P H E firft General Ground is this [ Peace and Hohnej* 
X muft be carried on together : Tea Peace muft be fought as 

a Means to Holinefs : and therefore Bolinefs which ts the^ Jina, 
muft be preferred.} The wifdom that is from above, w hrw 
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Pare, then Peaceable, Gemk,eafie to be intrtm^&c.jam.s. A 
man may be faved that cannot attain Peace withmentand there
fore we are commanded to feck it as an uncertain good, Rm. 

with al men : But no man can be , a , c a ™ u " r f - , h ' 
Heb. ,2 .14 . Follow Peace with all men and wi t tow 
which no man (hall fee God. There- « ^ * ^ V w d S 
Devils. For-if Satan w e r e ' % ^ ^ X ^ M 
his Kingdom ftand? Mat. 12.. J « 
rniferyandfin, ^ ' c h h ^ e ^ poffefietb 
S P r e a r m e d I t S i t o S danger o/earth to 

^e Uni«d!nevil,and to have Peaceina way of fin. And there
fore it is no wonder if there be more lovers of Peace then of Ho
linefs, and more that will cry out ofourDmfions thenorouc 
unnodlinefs, and more that cry out of fo many Religions, then 
of irreiigioufnfifs.and ungodlincfs. For nature may make a man 
in love with Unity and Peace , but not with Holinefl \ for 
with that it is at Enmity. Hence it is that we hear fo many 
Worldlings,Swearers, Drunkards,, Whoremongers cry upuni-
ty, and cry down fo many minds and wayes: And hence it is 
that fo many, fuch wicked livers do turn Papifts on f u p p o t o n 
that there is more unity with them. And fo the Poptlil party 
among us are the (ink into which the filth and excrements of our 
Churches are emptyed. 

2. The fecond General Ground. From hence it followeth 
that the firft clofure of the members of the Church muft be up
on principles of Faith and Holinefs: and therefore only between 
the ProfelTors of Faith and Holinefs. And therefore we ought 
not to be folicitous of obtaining a Unity with open ungodly 
men ^ For what Communion hath light with darknefs ? or 
what concord hath Chrift with Belial? I f men will not agree 
with us in the great Principles of Godlinefs, nor join with us in 
avoiding crying (ins, and living anHoly life j it is they that are 
the Separatifts, and withdraw from our communion. I f they 
will not come to us in Piety, we muft not come to them in 
Impiety. And to attempt a union with them in Government 
and Ceremonies,when we cannot bring them to a Union with us 
in fceming Godlinefs, is as vain as to attempt to an Aflbciatiori 
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with the dead, and to mak* a Z~ 1 77 ~ \ 
I t i« therefore but a « 3 ft s ffinkin8 C o r P s -

impious rabble that o u X £ K e D e r a l > M 0 1 1 , 1 t a k e i n t h ^ n , o f t 

conjoin the I , , 8 C? bf ««"nmunicated,and fhould 
we ^ ,11 J C l t h € d e a d - A n < l l h ^ f o r e in fome cafes 
cafe/to u n ^ A „ / T r a ; e ' b y b i m t h a t « » « b u s i n other 
C w i S T b u ^ f n s t h " becamenottofendpe.ee, 

l « n t ; W n e

C s

t h i . ^ G f e n t r i V G i 0 U n c , ' U n i t y ™* P « « a « f t c h excel-
S e aS| foft?i ° . ^ h d e p C n d "Pen Love and Holineft, and 

• * K ^ f £ f F h l t t a T u k » > that the perfedion of them 
nadon a n d L n « r S u 3 f ^ " J s b u t " meafurcof Uland-

iires and endeavours (houJd go as high as we can, yet ourexpe-
o w n T r ^ m u f t n o 5 fly t o ° h , g h - This hath been my 
I Z J J ^ , ™ f u f f i c ^ « I y confidered , that perfed 
Peace as well as perfed Holinefs is the prerogative of Heaven, 
and that true Peace will be imperfed while the Light and 
Venue which is fuppofed to it is imperfed. And it is a blind 
aoiurd. conceit of them that wonder we have not perfect 
Unity when yet they murmur at Piety, and think a little may 
leryetne turn,and any fin is tolerable thats diredly againftGod, 
but notdifunion. 

a j ! l T C A f 0 r t . h e G € n e r a l G r o a n d s : The Particular Grounds are thefe following. 

i 'Ground T T is the Prerogative of the Lord Jefus to be the 
°nly Head and Soveraign of the Church. And 

fljs will revealed is our Law, and in him only muft we center: 
and not in any Vicarious Univerfal Head: And from him muft 
all receive their power .- and all muft worfhip God according 
to his praefcript. j ^ . 4 . 3 , 4 , 5. tf- 1.21,22. Mat. **-
* s , i o . Col. i.iK.AtlsA.. iz.&l.zz. &7.*7.Mat.3>i7-

? J ' S ' 2 2 ' 1 C o r - l - 2- 9,10. 
2.Gr. The Holy Scriptures with the Law of Nature, are the 

only Laws of Chrift ; unlefstf he may poflibJy by exrraordi-
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contrary to that ^ ^ J f l ^ ^ m c f h d i a matter, 
rare a thing that men » n ^ a ™ ^ P

4 . t f . z Tim. i - V ^ U 

12. 32. Mat.i$. 9 , 1 1 - rtfrhr:ahimfeif to be the fupream, 
3. I t is the prerogative ^ s J ^ h ' ? ^ n L a W s,and of the abfolute and final Judge of the fence ot ms own i -

caufes that are to be tried tbertby. £ o a t t r i b u t e any of this to 
And therefore it ^ f ^ ^ j S ^ of Controverfies 

man : and to cry j o t to « ^ ^ ^ c S s m p m M 
^ ^ ^ h \ ^ % ^ . . { ^ ^ Papift, [ B u t who 

? ^ J r y S i n t h c f l e x t : but the Abfolute Judge,and the final 
Tutafeonly Chrift. He that made the Law is ̂ p r o p e r Judge 
ofthe fence of his ownLaws: Do you not know that Chrift will 
cime tojudgement, and that all fecrets muft then be opened by 
him and he muft decide what man cannot ? Man is to Judge but 
intantumx ad hoc, Secundum quid-, limitcdly» fo far as he 
muft execute; but Chrift only Judgeth entirely, finally and 

abfolutely, 2 CV.4 -3 ,4 ,5 - l T i m ' } ' 7 ^ r ^ * " ' ^ ' 
1 Vet. 1.17. &Z. 23. I Cor. 2. I S « I ^ . 1 3 . 9 , 1 0 , 
1 1 , 1 2 . ^ ^ 7 . 9 , 1 3 . . 1, 

4. All Councils whether General.or Provincial, or Clauical, 
which confift of the Bifhops or Paftors of feveral Churches 
met together, are appointed and to be ufed dire&ly, but gratia 
Vnitatis^CommmionUChrifiiandi^ and not directly gratia re" 
giminis for the Governing of Paftors, in order to Unity and 
Communion,and not as a Regimental, as to the Paftors. This 
Proposition which is of exceeding confequence,was voluntarily 
afferted to me, without my own asking his opinion, by that 
Learned Judicious man Arch-Biihop VJher; a man well known 
to be acquainted with the Judgement and practice oftheAnti-
ents, if any other whoever. His words were thefe, C Councils 
are not for Government, but for Unity ^ not as being in order 
of Government over the feveral Bilhops; but that by conful-
tation they may know their duty more clearly, and by agree
ment maintain U n i t y ; and to this end they were anciently ce
lebrated 1 Himfelf a Primate,recommended to others thefe mo-

L l l 2 derate 
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derate Principle*. And this middle way of Reverend VJhtr is 
the true healing Mean, between them that would have properly 
Governing Councils, and them that would have none, or think 
them necdlefs, or but indifferent things. 

But yet fas is before mentioned in the tenth Proposition) con
sequentially we arc obliged to perfocm the Agreements of thefe 
Councils, i f they be agreeable to the General Rules of the Scri
ptures, or i f our performance be not forbidden by the Word of 
G o d j Becaufe we are under the General obligation to do all 
things in as much unity, concord and peace as we can, Gal 2. 
fer totum. 1 £ V 3-5,22. 2 Cor. 13.11. & 1 Or.1.10. & 4- 6« 
Mat.zo. 25. Phil.$.i6. & 4.2. Mat.,9,10. 1 Pet.$.3-

And I grant that Paftors are related to the Univerfal Church, 
as well as to a particular, and are to have a common care of the 
Whole, though they have a fpecial charge only of their parti
cular flQcks. Therefore many Paftors in a Synod are Paftors as 
well as disjund, and therefore their ads are authoritative Go
verning Ads as to the flock. But 1. to the Paftors thcmfelves, 
they are not properly Governors, no more in Synods then out. 
2. And as to the flocks, they are not in a dired fuperiour order 
above their particular Paftors; but only from their concord 
are accidentally more to be regarded and obeyed then a tingle 
Paftor, asaColledgeof Phyfitians is more to be regarded then 
a fingle Phyfuian, not as being of higher authority, but of 
greater credit, in cafes where men muft betrufted. 

5. A Council confifting ofBifhops or Paftors that by distance 
are not uncapable of ordinary local Communion , whether it 
be a General Council (as they are commonly called, which are 
not fuch properly) or National, or Provincial, 1. As they are 
Chriftians fingly, have a Judgement of Difcerning, what is 
found Dodrine, and whom to judge Catholicks and fit for their 
Communion : And 2. As they are fingle Paftors, they have tne 
Judgement of Dlretlitn, what Dodrine to recommend as Iduna 
to their people (Timited to the SuperiourDiredion of God oy 
his W o r d J and whom they muft hold or not hold Communion 
w i t h A n d this is an Authoritative Diredion , which m*V 
accompanyed with a Commanding; as an Herald or Purie a 
may command in the Princes name. 3- And as they are ma y 
Paftors in Council affembled, they have a Judgement of Loncora 
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or Power to enter folemnly into Confultations for mutual in
formation, and then into Agreements, for the right perform
ance of their duty, in recommending that which is found Do-
drine otheir people, and receiving the true members of the 
? 5 v?v rhnrrh and reie&ing fuch as are to be rejected. 
C t 1 h a t f h e m o ^ 

So t n a c t n * ™ % reverenced by the Princes and people, and 
n ^ . a r e t o b c m o l ' 2 e " ° c ~ 7 f n , t o follow their Agree-
in cafes where: they are ̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ m ^ o i ^ »*• 
ments, ^ ^ " ^ t a n on the account of unity 5 

S o i n cafL i n Point of Doctrine, 

ment of Tingle Paftors, and more then by any other humane 
ffi2S«r«^to : which exception I add , becaufc a 
Jmaller Affemblv yea afmgle Paftor or private man fpeaking 
S i ^ W ^ o f God, is t o b e ) ^ 
more then the grcaceft Affembly contradi&ing the Word , yet 
we are not eafily to think, without evident proof, that one man 
fhould be rather in the right then fo many ; feeing it is eafier 
for one to err then fo many, and the promifes are more to the 
nublick, then any fingle perfons, fo far as they can be kno wn to 
others: And yet an A iTembly of an hundred, or twenty, or 
ten apparent humble, holy, Judicious men, is ukeUer to be in 
the right and more to be regarded, then an Aflembly ot a 
thoufand'ignorant unlearned wicked Bifhops. One clear eye 
may fee further then ten thoufand purbhndones, Aft.6.$.v*tt. 
« . 3 4 . 1 7 V . 2 . I 4 . 1 C0r.1i.16. & 14.33.& 10 32. 

6. As the propereft matter for fuch General Ailemblies to 
Confultand Agreeupon, is General things ; as, What Doctrine 
is found.and whatunfound in Genera1^ what perions in General 
f i t for the Churches Communion,and what u n f i t s fo Waller 
Affemblies that are capable of ordinary perfonal Commumon 
and know the perfons and circumftances of the cafes, arerttteit 
to confult and agree whether fuch or fuch particular pedum are 
fit for their own Communion; yea and for their Churches 
Communion in difficult cafes: Andalfomay confult and agree 
what Doftrinesandpraaifesto recommend to their own peo
ple, as moft agreeable to the Word of God : And thus far thefe 
two forts of Synods may be faid to have a power of Judging i 
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viz.adhocjn order to fuch agreements and p rad ice^S . t f . sA 
Rom.15.26,27. 2 Cor 8.19. 

7. TbePoRors of particular Wcrftiipping Churches, are the 
Authorized Guides, Rulers or Teachers of thofe Churches, and 
each Member thereof; and muft firft difcern in their own minds, 
and next ( i f they be many over a Church.) Agree among 
themfeives, and then teach the people, what is to be believed 
and pradifed, and with whom in General, and in Particular to 
hold Communion, and whom to avoid, and may charge the peo
ple in Chrifts name to obey their juft diredions-, and when they 
have done, muft themfelves execute then: own part herein (as 
by avoiding the Rejeded, and not delivering them the Symbols 
or Sacrament of Communion, &c.) And though they muft 
confult with neighbor Churches for carrying on the work 01 
God in unity, and to the beft advantage of the Common caufe, 
yet are they not under the proper Government of them, or any 
AlTemblies (Ecclefiaftical,) though obl/ged in all juft things to 
Agree with them. So that Canons as Canons, I mean the con-
clufions of fuch AlTemblies, are but properly Agreements,. ana 
not Laws, though by confequence they raay be faid to oblige, 
or rather we by'another Law obliged to accord and pra-
di fe them, Heb'.n. 17. 1 Tbof. $.12, * + *» z° 
AH. 20. 28. u 

8. The work of Councils bow large fo ever, is not to maw 
new Scriptures to be the Rule of our Faith and Life, norto maw 
new Articles or Dodrines of Faith, nor to frame God a new 
Worfhip in whole or in part 4 But by Confultations and Agree 
ments to ftrengthen each other, and Di red the people: in UK 
faith of Chrift, and the maintaining and propagating the UQ-
drine of the Holy Scriptures, and doing thofe duties in we 
Worfl i ip of God, and in Righteoufnefs and Mercy to^en,wh.cn 
the Scriptures do impofe, and in agreeing upon thofe J*odes 
and Circumftances of Worftiip which God hath 
eelTary in genere, and left to occafional humane -
in facie: Nor may they under this pretence, ^ T O t t ^ 
the juft determination of the Magiftrate concerning fuch Ut 
cumftances, or impofe any enfnaring, needlefs C e ^ 
the Church; but only order the ferviceof God according^ 
the General Piredions of the Scripture, an4theLigr*oi 1 
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— T7T7 Z I l i ^ p a t i o n o f the cafe may help to difcern 
tare, which by t h e

T ' ? e X " f o e a Orange aflertion offome.that 
the fitteft order, " i s tncrc a i m M W 

Governors have « * g ^ „ ^ t h e

y

c ( l u r c h 7 a n d o.ke 
Ordinar.ee. or Symbolical " r e m ^ ^ ^ A J j f fe 

new Laws, feeing God i o n o f G ods Laws f Or as 
were nothing to ' * » » £ J k f o r f u c h kind of Rulers, wbofe 
if this were not ™ m i n t ™ f Q i f h l j e : e r m l n a t i o n 
^ ' V ' ^ ^ ^ c n m ^ n c e ? r S f i t e V * mJird- were not of N e c e f f a r j ' C « * « r ^ | ( i s w r i t K n ? There being no enough for them to d° , bena h e L j w s rf ^ p r a _ 

2 ? r e % ^ m „ k S m « r fcrvant!andEmbaffadors (hould not be 

w £ h W D e t e r m i n a t i o n and left M 
God are unfit matter for General Councils or remote Aiiem-
blies to make ftanding General Laws of: For i . the Nature of 
the things are fuch as are mutable, and unfit to be fixe, but mull 
be frequently varied as occafions require. 2. The occurr^ 
ins circumftances will be the fitteft guide to determine them. 
3 They may be meet in oneCountrey or Church which are 
unmeet in another. 4 . Upon fuch rcafons God himfelf hathleft 
them undetermined: Therefore he left them not to any fixed Ge
neral determination. 5. The Paftors that are in the place are the 
fitteft Judges of thofe occafions that muft determine them.6. And 
it is the office, and in the Commiffionof thofe Paftors to be the 
Guides of their own aftions and Congregations. 7. And Coun
cils are not their Lords.So that all this laid together, may tell us 
that it is rather the work of particular Paftors or Bifliops.and ot 
neereftAlTociations in thofe cafes where Concord is requinte, 
then of Provincial, or Rational, or General Councils to deter
mine of fuch Circumftances. For example: The command of 
preaching, reading, adminiftring the Sacraments, finging Fiaims, 
&c. do imply that I muft have fome time and place to do them 
in : I muft ufe fome gefturc,vefture, neceffary utenfiis, but i t 
tells not what in particular: I muft read fome particuar Chap
ter, pfalm, &c. or fo much of i t : Now common prudence will 
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tell me what to do in thefe cafes my felf, or elfe I am not fit to 
be a Pallor, orentrufted with fo great a work as Gods publick 
W o r f h i p , or the care of fouls. Shall a Council now make 
Laws that all the Minifters in the World, or in this Nation, {hail 
preach only on fuch a day, and only at fuch an hour, and in 
this or that part of the Church, and only on fuch Texts fucb 
days, appointing them a Text for every day 5 or that they fhall 
ufe only fuch words in praying and preaching as is written for 
themj or {hall pray or preach juft fo long ; or fhall fing only 
fuchaPfalm, in fuch a tune, ufing only fuch cloaths, and fuch 
geftures, with an hundred the like? This is to make themfelyes 
Matters of the Church, and ufe their power to the deftruc*tion 
of ^ i n i f t r y , Worfhip and Church, and not to the Edification 
of i t . The prefent ftate of the flock, by fin ; or affli&ion, or the 
like, may make fuch a Text fitteft for me to preach on, and fuch 
a Chapter to be read, or fuch a Pfalm to be fung, when by the 
Impofitions of proud ufurpers I am commanded to ufe the con
trary, vi*.. Subjects of Joy, in a time of Humiliation, or of Hu
miliation in the time of Joy, &c. Many the like inconveniences 
might eafily be manifeft. Thefe unnecclTary Iropofmons are 
the Engines of Divifion, AB. 15.28. Rom. 14. throughout./c^. 
15.1,7. Phil. 3. 15,16. Mat. 23.4. & n . 2 8 . 1 Cor. 6. 12. 
2 Cor. 1.24. ,1 . 

10. Where fome Impofitions by Magnates or Agreements 
by Miniftersinfuch Circumftances are thought lawful or fir,yet 
muft not the Churches Unity or Peace be laid upon them : ao 
that i f through the wcaknefs of ChrifUans they could not per-
ceive the lawfulncfs of them.but did think they fhould fin againlt 
God i f they ufed them, i t is a cruel dividing courfe for Magi
ftratcs hereby fore penalties, or Pallors Excommunications to 
feek to drive them upon that wbichthey think is the way to neJf, 
or the wrath of God, when in the Judgement of the Impoier 
i t is a thing indifferent: The peace of the Church and of Conici-
ence is more worth then a Ceremony, and better kept by gentle 
recommending fuch things ( i f fit,) and a tender rebuke or check 
to the weak, then by forcing all to that which they neither can 
nor need to ufe. But fome fay, i f all may ufe what way twy 
wili,what order (hall we have ? I anfwer • thereforernake no on 
neceffary Laws; caft not a foot- ball of contention before tnem. 



Thefe prefumptuous ImpoTKions are the fire brands of the 
Church. For example: we had here a Law that Mmifterj 
fliouid readonly fuch a peeceof a Chapter; called an Epftle and 
Gofpel fuch a day (which yet I would not difc bey : ; here now 
arofe contention about it s The fame Minders were left at l i 
berty what Text to preach on: and this liberty made no breacn 
in the Church.Minifter. were commanded to wear a Surphe^and 
this raifed contention : But what kind of hat or cap, or fliooes.oc 
hofeto wear, they were left at liberty , and this made no con-
tention, nor occafioned any undecency. The Lords Supper 
was to be taken only kneeling : and this raifed contention: But 
they were left at liberty whether to kneel or Hand, or fi t at 
Sermon, orreading, or ringing Pfalms, and this bred no unde-
cency nor divifion. They were en joyned to bow at the name of 
Jefus in the reading of the Gofpel only; And this raifed divifion. 
But they were left at liberty to bow or not to the Name of God, 
Chrift,Lord, &c. and to the Name Jefus in Sermon, or the Epi-
ftie4 or the fame Gofpel read in the whole Chapter: and this 
bred no divifion, nor difcontenc : Lay the Churches peace up
on no new humane Impofitions, i f you would have it hold. 
Perufe Rom. 14. and the other Text laft cited, 1 Cor. 6.12. 

11. The Churches Pe ice or Unity muft not belaid on any 
bare words of mans deviling. It's not a work for Councils or 
Prelates to form ?l>e Ch* iftian do&rine in new methods and 
terms, and then to force others to fubfcribe or ufe ihofe very 
terms; I f the fame men that refufe this, be willing to fub
fcribe to the whole Scripture, or to a Confeffion in Scripcure 
terms, you may force him to no more. 

ObjeSl.^Mt Hereticks will fubfcribe to Scripture. Anjw.iXhty 
rauft wreftit then, or wreft their Confciences .• And by either 
or both thefe ftufts, they may alfo fubfcribe to any of your 
Confeffions. 2. I f his Herefie be latent in his mind, you know 
it not,nor can call him an Heretick,nor doth it hurt the Church : 
I f it he publiflied or preached to others , let civil Governors 
queftion him for corporal punifhrnent, and let the Affociare 

-Paltors queftion him to his Reformation or Rejection. You 
will have a better ground to reje& him for delivering falfe-
hood in his own words, then for not fubfcribing to Truth in 
your w o r X when he fubfcribed the fame Truth in Gods Word?. 

M m m There 
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There is no Unity to be expected , i f you will fo far depart 
from the Scripture fufficiency, as to make any more for fenfe 
or phrafe, of abfolute necefiity to our peace. By phrafe or 
terms, I mean either the fame numerically fas in the Original J 
or equipollent ( as in tranflations. ) And I fay not that i i V 
necellary to the unity of the Church, that every word in 
Scripture ( Original or Tranflations) be fubferibed to ; ( for 
fome may doubt of the corruption of a word or Book) But 
that no more is neceffary. I f all Scripture be not of that degree 
of Neceftity, much lefs humane additions, Ifa 8. 20. 1 Tim* 
3.17, iTim.i.li. 1 Cor.9.5. I Tim.6.20. At~l.20.32. 

12. The Churches Unity & Peace muft not be laid upon all Di 
vine Truths: as not on lefier darker points,which neither the be
ing nor well-being of Chriftianity is concerned in fo much a5 t o 

reft upon them , Thil. 3. 15,16. Rom. 14. 15, 1 7 . 2 0 . f w . 
5.11,12,13,14. 1 Cor. 7.19. Gal. 5,6. & 6.15. Col. 3. 11. 

13. We ought to love and efteem as Cbriftians and mem
bers of the Cacholick Church all thofe that profefs to believe tne 
EfTentials of Chriftianity, and to be fandified by the Spirit ot 
God, and lead a holy upright life v fo they make a credible pro-
feflion, not evidently contradided by words or deeds: tbougo 
thefe p'erfons may differ from us in many lower points of Do-
drinc, Worfhipor Government, 1 6.24 Gal. 6V 
15,16.Phi l l . i6 .Rom. 15.1,2. & 14.1,2. 1 Cor.8,9. 

14. We ought fo to manage the Worfhip of God inour par
ticular folemn Affemblies, that no fober peaceable Chriftian may 
be repulfed or forced from our local Communion, through dirie* 
rences in things of indifferent nature, H^.8 .5 . M*t.i%> 9- K m " 
14.13 & 14 1. 2 Cor.11.3. fob.4,-23>^ f . . . 

15. I f any Churches differ from us in Ceremonies or fmalier 
things, or if any particular Chriftians differ, fo that they can
not in confeience hold local Communion with us in the fame A i -
fembliesfor Worfhip (E. G. i f we fit at the Lords Supper, ana 
they dare not take it without kneeling ; i f we fing a version or 
the Pfaims which they fcrup'eto joyn in ; I f we permit none 
to joyn that will not conform in difputable things; m fucU caies, 
though it be firft our duty to doour beft to remove all oftence*, 
yet i f chat cannot be done, we may and ought in feveral A i i ^ -
blie.s to take each other for Brethren, andofthefame c**™™ 
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