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A late Letter from Mr. D o d w e l l , calling for more Anfwer9 

with the Anfwer to it, written fince the reft was Printed^ 
though it be here placed. 

I 

Reverend Sir, 
Am now in the Country, and as yet in fo unfetled a condition, 

J . as obliges me to be a Stranger to new Works. However, by 
the fhort view 1 have when I come into Shops, I find you put mc 
off for a Reply to M r . Clarions little Pamphlet concerning D i o -
cefan Jarifdiftion : I have got i t and perufed i t , and the defign 
of my writing at prefent is, to acquaint you with the reafon why 
I think my fcif unconcerned in i t , i f that be all I rauft expett 
from you in Anfwer to my yet unanfwered Letters. You muft 
excufe me, i f I cannot think that Book an Anfwer , which as i t 
"was written before them by your own confeffion, fo neither doth 
i t forefee the accounts given in thofe Letters, nor provide agamft 
them: Whether i t do fo , let the Reader judge. 

But to return to the account intended, why I cannot think my 
fclf concerned in this new Pamphlet of M r . C / ^ « ; S , b e pleafed 
tounderftand,that the excellent Dean of St. FMMU being engaged 
againft you on the fame Argument of my Letters, was Pleaiedto 
Puthimfclf to the trouble of perufing my Papers, as they came 
from the Prefs, purpofely that he might avoid repeating what 
had been faid by me. This being fo , you may eaGly underhand 
how far lam concerned in what is faid to h im, when i t was ins 
deed wholly dif t inf t from mine. Not that I ftiould have been 
unwilling to fcrve that great Perfon, but that I know he is m 
much better hands already. M r . Clarkjon in this Pamphlet, as he 
has only mentioned Ut.StWwfleets name, fo he hath confined 
nimfelf to his Arguments, and hath taken notice of nothing m 
«ay Letters not confidered by the Doadr . I f he will be pleafed to 
engage further, I confefsl like his temper better than any I have 
Jeen of your late Brethren, except Dr- Owen. Such an Adver
sary Ifl iould defire, a? would confine hirafelf to the Caufe, w i t h 
out digrefling to perfonal Slanders.- There is one miftake in n i l D » 

( c ) whicn 



which you may be pleafed to acquaint him wi th , and that is his 
tranflating ^wpioi thoufands more than once, and fometimes where 
his Argument is grounded on i t , that i t may appear to be his 
miftake rather than the Printers. The miftake is final] and fepa-
rable from the main Caufe, but withal is very evident. But ac
cording to his candour in acknowledging i t , fo I (hall fee what 
candour I may expeft from him in the main Caufe,if he think fit 
to engage with me in i t . 

As to your Anfwers to my Objeftions againft your Miniftry in 
our Oral Debates, had they been unproved Affertions , I ftiould 
then have thought them fufficiently anfwered with Denials But 
you know the Aflertions are proved in the body of my Book * and 
t i l l I fee my Principles unravelled * and Anfwers more diftinclly 
applied to the junctures, where the proof may feem to fail, 1 am 
not likely to fee any reafon to change my minde. T i l l you at
tempt this, I am content the Reader judg, whether what you 
have done, or ftiall hereafter do in the like way, deferve the 
name of a Confutation. I f I muft never expect any further fatit-
faction from you for the Slanders you have raifed againft me, all 
the return I intend, is my hearty Prayer to God, to qualifie you for 
your forgivenefs, not only of that f i n , but of the many others 
of your late writings, by your re-union to the Church from which 
you are fallen, on which account alone I have'proved that you can 
expedt forgivenefs. I am obliged not only on my own account, but 
to the Publick, to which you have fhewn your felf an Enemy on 
thisoccafion, to reflect on you •, but I defire to leave no monuments 
againft you toPolierity. God may yet have mercy on you, and 
let you fee the mifchief you are doing, before i t be too late. That 
he will do f o , is the moft unfeigned requcft of h im, who, not-
withftanding your many and great provocations, will Hill en
deavour to approve himfelf 

Shrewsbury, Yours, as far as is confident with 
19,1681. his Duty to the Publick, 

Henry Dodwell, 

\Vhen you have occafton to write to me, fend your Lettrs t a 
be left with M r . Took, 

file:///Vhen


Sir 
T Received not yours of Seftemb. 19,1681. t i l l p a * . " ' tk™f 
I themifcarriage of one that (hould havedelivered i t . What 
you have to fay to M r . Clarkson, Write to hrarfilt ; 
As to your tall for mow. Anfwer to your Books, you 
more. I had wrote one long ago, and caft i t by : M « " a r e ™ f J -
of ourControverfies, and had rather all of us P « ^ - J * ? £ 
Ifhould (hewtheerrourand impertinency of every fuchword in 
your great Book, i t might be a years work, when I look not to 
livefolong ; and it might make lb great a Volume .oFoUo. that 
few 1 th in l would buy or read! And what great.good, w U i t do 
the world, to tell them how grofily you abufe the Chuch, and 
how confidently and voluminoufiy you err ! ruu*rh 

As to your charge of Slandering you and monp«g 
mi being unified for forgivenefs, 1 have the fame Accufat.ons 
fromQutkerf, Anabaptifts, Antinocnians and Pap.fts, almoft in 
thefamS words: Within thefe two hours an ancient Dof tor lent 

me a i d words L^being - f f ^ T ^ ^ T C r i ' ^ Z l 
« oppofmgthe Commands of God, ^ ^ f ^ ' ^ J ^ 
yielding to his iajferting • / t h e S - T f u t IfisTvear's 
L » „ i „ J rfce x « 6 J p * I h « e the* thirty fix^™ 
lived under fuch Accufations: I t is no new thing for Seducer, to 
ufe affrighting words inftead of proof, and to fay , [Except ye be 
ciHHmihdJdkieptho Lave ofMofes, yoa canmt l t s 

the cry of moft Sefts, 1 cannot be fa^ei ^ » f*r»-X-]l 
Sir, No man living haih more caufe to be loath to err and to 

be willing to know the Truth. I am as fure, as I can 4>e ,,11 1 
know any thing of my own minde, that I am not only wil l ng; to 
know the Truth, but to know i t at a far dearer rate than i t was 
ever like to coft me in this world. 1 am lure that have not been 
(lothful in feeking i t : 1 am fure that I would joyfully recant,any 
Errour that you or any man can convince me of , with war ty 
thanks for fo great a benefit. 1 have confidered your Books, you 
are confident of my erring and wronging the Church s ana 1 am 
as confident of yours: that you area Mifleader ol an extraordi. 
nary fize, that would fet up an Vniverfal humane Supreme Go. 
vernment, which Proteftants have taken for Popery and Trealon 
againftChrifti and who lalfiy unchurch the Reformed Churches, 
and deny them all Covenant-right to Salvation, whrte you teld 
me your felf, that . It is not for the Cbriftian Intereft to hold, thrf 



the Roman Bijhops Ordination ( a s you require itS hath had ah 
M'rctfion Is i t a crime to fpcak f r * * of you, or a (lander to fay, 
That the DoBnne of an Humane, Abfolute,Vniverfal Soveraigntyl 
is the mojl Fundamental part of Popery i And is i t no Sin or SlanI 

5 f i T ? 5 0 n ^ r a n 1 0 many Millions falfly, even the pureft 
? l f ! e l ^ ^ f t h e Cheches on Earth? i f noi the whole ( by 
felf.contradiaion ?) Is i t a damning fin not to feed, death and 
vifit in Prifon one of Chrift'* little ftne i A A •? c , o a t n » . a n a 

i . * ~r\ J if . u e o n e s • And is i t ^meritorious 
vutueinMr. Dodwellto unchurch, orunchriften, or degraded 
not condemn to Hell all the Reformed Churches /(nominally bu 
not really excepting England ? ) Yea, and to go about with a 
perfecutirg Spirit and Diligence, to provoke Magnates to lav 
them in Jayls with Rogues, becaufe they dare not give over 
Preaching the Gofpel, to which they were devoted in their Ordi-
tion ? Reproaching thofe Magiftrates as Contemners of Religi
on, who will not punifli us as Deceivers, as i f i t were not you 
that is the Deceiver? Should i piefume to judge, that fo many 
andfuch men through Chriftendoro, as you condemn, were all fo 
ignorant and fo bad, as not to know the common Verities neceflary 
to the efTence of the Miniftry, and to Salvation,[and that 'tis I that 
can teach it them, by fuch media as Mr. Dodmll ufeth, (while he 
knoweth that Voztitu hath anlwered a far abler Defender of his 
Cade) I ihould fure be reputed a man fo extremely proud, as that 
no complemental humble deportment would excufe. 

As for the Queftion, Whether you are a Papift , what obliga
tion heth on me to decide i t? w h y ftiould you expea that I 
Ihould fay you are none? Do you not better know your fclf ? 
And is not your own word fitter to tell your mindc ? I do but 
tell what your Doctrine is. 

And I will fpesk fo much plainer than I d i d , as to fay , 'That 
* i . to hold a humane Univerfal Church-Supremacy, Ariftocra-
' t i ca lo r Monarchical. 2. And that this Power is fo abfolute, 
* that there is no Appeal from it to Scripture, or Gods Judgment. 
I 3- And that this Power doth make univerfal Laws for all 
^ the Church by General Councils. 4. And that the Pope hath 
t the Primacy or Prefidentfhip in thofe Councils ordinarily. 5. And 
^ that he is xhtPrimifiurnVnitatis, 6. And that i t belongs to 

thePrefident antecedently to call Councils, and to him alone 
lo that they are but unlawful Routs, or rebeDious, if theyaf-

«femble without his Call. And that they are Schifmaticks, who 
«diffent 



* diffent and difobey this Supremacy. 8. And that the Reformed 
Churches, for want of yom Epifcopai Ordination uninterrupted 

I f r ° m t n € Apoftles tifBfs, are no true Churches, have no true M i -
mitry, orSacroaicats, or Covenant-right to Salvation * but by 

« P h C r i ! , t h c m > d o ^ n a § a i n f t t h e H o l V G h o f t - But thai 
< « J l u r c n °f by vertue of an uninterrupted Epifcopa\ 
^ucceiTion, is a true Church, harh a true Mimf t ry , and Sacra-

tnents > and Covenant right to Salvation. 10. And that the 
wwfc .Church (which we call Papifts) are fafer than the Prote-

, J?*8. i , . A n d i m p I V j t h a t t b e f a i d French Clergy, 
, a ? d t n e Councils of Conjlance and B«fil were no Papifts. 12. And 
^ that the (aid Proteftants being Schiimaticks, and finning againfl 
< f D H t > 1 y Ghoft? the Magiftrates that wi l l not be Contemners 

of R e l i g i o n ) are bound topunifti them. (As i f in England and 
France your bellows were needful to blow the fire.) rhefe things 
aflerted among you byBtfhop Bramhall, Heylin, Mr. Thorndike*. 
and you and fuch others, the Proteftants have been hitherto ufed 
to call Popery: But I will not difpute with you a mere queftion of 
the fitnefs of the name. I f you had rather, call i t Church -Tyranny± 
Cruelty, or 'Diafolifm. 

And is all this a Virtue in you ? And is i t a fin in me to defend 
ChritVs flock, and the true Unity of his Church , and to detect 
fuch Deceivers, and bear my teftiraony for Truth, Lov£ and Con
cord againft fuch Dividers and Deftroyers ? ; 

It's a hard cafe then, that fuch as I are in, that the more unfeign-
e<Ny we defiretoknow God's W i l l , and the more diligently and 
Impartially weftudy i t , and the more i t cofteth us, the greater 
hnners we are: And no fins have been fo loudly charged on me, 
" l a y i n g , and Preaching the Gofpel, and laborious vindicating 
^od's Truth and Servants. I t doth not follow, if you hate them* 
or would have them ruined, that every man finneth that doth not 
as you do. 

And whereas you would get fome countenance to your W r i -
tmgs by the nameof Dr. Sti&ngftett, as having perufed them, 
O r . Either he is, or is not of your mind? I f not, this doth but 
adde to your deceit. If he b : , your Caufe wi l l do more 3-
gainft the Confcience and Reputation of Dr . Stillingfieeu than 
Jar greater Parts and Reputation than his can do for y o u r . 

And 



And Sir, what fnould I get, fhould I give a Voluminons Anftoer 
t o all your books ? When I have confuted you as far as I have 
done, I have but loft my labour. The Church-men that I hear 
from, defpife i t , and fay, What is Mr. Dodwel l t t -w? He is an 
unordained man {he kriowethvrhy), and his hookas rejected by the 
Bifcop of London. His opinions are odd, and the Church of E rg-
land is not of his mind: Yea, Mr . Cheny would perfwade us, that 
you are a fmgular contemned fellow. 

But it's a ufeful way, to fet fuch an one as you to do mens bufi-
nefs, and to boaft, as Dr. Sherlocke and Mr . Motrice do, of your 
performance, and yet to difown you when their caufe rcquireth i t . 
But i t is an abufe of us that diftent from you , to connive only 
at your publifhed Books, and then to bo aft of thim as unanswera
ble. And when we have loft cur precious time in (hewing their 
deceit and fchifmatical Love-deftroying tendency, then to fay to 
us, Tou have done nothing t What is this to us £ Mr. Dodwell 
is an odd difowned man, and none of the Englifti Clergy. 

I f God ard Conference would give rce leave, I could prefent-
ly be a good man, and a pardoned firmer with you: I t is but 
honouring you, and faying as you f a y , I could fo be extolPd 
by almoft any Sect, Papift, Quaker, &c. But i t mud be but by 
one: for all the reft would neverthclefs revile, accufe me and 
condemn me, as you do the Proteftant Churches- And the Qua
kers, like you, fay, m fin againft the Holy Ghoft. The old Sab
batarian Dr . before named, in his f irf t Letter accufed me]as a-
forefaid *, and when 1 profeft my felf willing to learn of him, 
as his Difciple, I was in his next , The unmaried Labourer in 
Chrifts harveft, and his marvellous joy , &c . And in the reft, 
when I could rot receive his realonings, I became worfe and 
more inferable than ever. It's a wonderful meritorious excel-

wi th fuch men, to become their Profelytes and adrri* 
' ' U 0 Y 2 * 

As true Charity and Piety would fain propagate Truth, Good-
nefs and happinefs *, fo Pride, Self-conceit, and a Sectarian Spirit, 
are like the inordinate luft of fornicators, impatient longer than 
they are propagating their fpurious kind. 

And indeed the inordinate height of your felf-conceitednefs and 
•confidencein grofs confounding error,will rrake chaft fouls afraid of 
your precarious follicitations. Had you fought my corporal deftru-
ft'wn, and not the Chirches ruin, for whichycuprofefsaz'al, 

lency 



I might filently have let you t ike your courfe. But the i V 
ber world fo well knowcih, that Saian and Papifts areforruch 
again!* the plain and feriom preaching of the Go/pel, and fo rt, uch 
for blood or crudty towards Difftnters , how faithful and truly 
religious foever, that i f you go on to be like them, I . In la
bouring us to ceafe preaching. A n d ^ . To call for punifhment (we 
know what) to thofe that wi l l not ceafe, you wil l cherifh men 
in the opinion that you are a Papift, m<>re than all your friends 
and talk can make them believe that you are not. 

Sir, when fin groweth crying and common, l am one that dare 
not preach impenitency by hiding i t , and faying, i t is a doubtful 
or a little thin?, though I expea that guilt fliould be impatient, 
and fome Doclors fhould go on to lay behind my back, that 
iefs than this is unchriftian and intemperate paffion or abule. 

Methinks you who judg millions of true believers , and lo
vers of God and holinefs, to damnation * and by Printing this 
go about to have all men think them fuch, ^ ^ f } ^ J ^ 
love them no better than the damnable (hould^be lov d, fhou d 
never be lb partially tender, as not to endure to be but told 

^ i l ^ l ^ with fbber C f o ^ * 
fuch a Doarine, that 
Ueve and love. God, &c. ^ ^ / ^ ^ 
crammt from a Mm$er ordamedby ^ f f f j ^ / c ^ n Chr i -
cies, and he from fuch pother, ^ « c h f ^ n T l o h t a i n e t h the 
ftian ears relifh the « ^ % t l ° D caWd upon 
* * * * * chriman lovers * ^ ^ J ^ ' t y ^ W * and 
h'name, and fought fr* b» ^ngdom a J f ^ m l i n t e r _ . 
forfooK aU for Chrisl, but were f * f ^ J ^ h ^ a " -them the Sâ  
ruptcd Diocefan Ordination of the f n e i t tnat gave 
cr.ment, an* all his predeceffors f Sure Chriftian. h ^ ^ -
believed that Diocefans Sacraments wi l l make a °* 
wicked ungodly men , nor the want of them make .a nei 

*And Will you be angry with me, for not beUeving that God-
is. fuch a one, as wil l for ever hate and damn m « d l to foufc 
that loved him above all? W i l l he take that love from them when 
ttiey die? Or do they continue in Hell to love him, while he 
hateth and torment .th them? Were not that to call hunworie 
than the D i v i l , whom they do not love ? You only tell us, war-



they cannot h faved for want of your fpecies of Sacramenters. 
But if you meant not by this their Damnationf but a Purgatory 
or Annihilation, it's meet you ftiould deal plainly, and tell us 
what i t is. 

They are Articles of our Faith and Religion , That whoever 
heheveth ffincerelyj in Chrifi, Jhall not perifi, but have everlajting 

V A R J t h a t t h e r e " J o y i n h e a v e n w*r one fmner that repent-
etb: And that eye hath not feen, &c. what Cod bath prepared for 
them that love htm. 

Wheni Dr . Wlkjns once preached in Pauls Church an excellent 
Sermon for peace and concord, on mutual forbearance, on Rom. i 4 . 
17. The kingdom of God is not meat and drin\ . but riihteonfnefs^ 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghofi5 for he that in thefe things fer-
veth Chrifi, is accepted of God and approved of men, he accofted 
me at the Pulpit foot with thefe true words, Jam fare this Sermon 
pleafed you. I f D r . Tillotfon wilt publifr that Sermon, as he hath 
done Dr . Ifaac Barrow's, thofe two books wil l more ftiame your 
love-killing, fchifmatical doftrine, than all that I have faid againft 
you. And i f the fore-mentioned moderating Doctors, go on to 
publifh me to be a man of unpeaceable provoking language* for fay
ing, that fuch doctrines and practices are great (ins, they wi l l feetn 
to me, to take the preaching of Repentance for reviling, and that 
he is the fmner that tells men of fin and that the Laity are for hap* 
pier men, who may be called to Repentance for their vices, than 
the Clergy, or Church-corrupters, who>are heinoufly wronged i f 
their fins be named, and they be but intreated toconfider and re
pent*, yea, i f we but tell the reafon, why we dare not do as they, 
in a time when we have caufe to ftudy fuch Texts as Ez*ki p . 4̂  Per
haps God may permit your principles to get the upper hand. But i f 
he do, I (ball love them never the better, but the worje, and (hall 
better love the world which forfafcc not God, nor is forfaken by 

M r . 
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A f r . D O D W E L V L E V I A T H A N , 

or Abfolute D e f t r u f l i v e Prelacy, the Son 

of A B A D D O N A P O L L T O N , and 

not of J E S Z J S C H R I S T , & c . 

C H A P . I . 

Of Mr. D o d w e l V difpleafare againfl me, as if I accufed 
him to be a Papjfl 3 and accufed unjuftly the Councils of 
Bifhops. 

H E N Mr . Dodwell, in a tedious Vo
lume, did null the Reformed Churches, 
their Min i f t r y , Sacraments, and Co
venant-title to falvation, meerly for 
want of uninterrupted fucceflion down 
from the Apoftles, of Ordination, by 

iuch as he appropriated the name ot Bifhops to, I aggravated 
his fault, as being one that profeffeth bimfelf a Proteftant. He 
took this to be an accufation of Popery: I Publifhed, to fatisfie 
him, that I meant no iuch thing \ but de nomine will call him 
What he calls himfelf, and de re wi l l be no judg of any thing but 
TV b ^ c k s

c

a n d w o r d s > to which I leave the Reader to know h im: 
th 1 ? t h h i m n o t » b u t h c continued fo much concerned, 
tnat 1 doubt he wi l l make men think there is fome tender place 
»iat is 10 impatient of a mif-fuppofed touch. I have nothing to 
I I ° K W , U - « ' o r h i s R e l i g i o n , as his, further than he aflaulteth 

s DV h l s Wri t ings: And he is the Accufer, and the Accufation 
B is 



Is of no kfs moment than aforefaid, and finning againft the. Ho
ly Ghoft, and of Schifm, and fubverting all Government, i f we 
do but praftice differently from the Prelates will , and ailedg 
Scripture and Gods Authority for i t , and appeal to Chrift. I am 
but on the Defence againft all this. 

$.2. I profefs it is not meer education, prejudices, cuftom, or 
worldly intereft which keep me from Popery, or his way of ab-
folute obedience to Prelates. I have ftudied what may be faidfor 
i t as well as againft it*, and I never met but with Two Ob j t a i -
ons,which fetmed to me worthy of much furcher fearch: Onewas, 
that feeing^/<*#o Popery and high Prelacy have fo far and long 
ruled in the Church, whether i t be credible that Chrift would fo 
permit i t , if he hated i t , and give his Church, de fatto, no bet
ter government ? 2, Whether m^ns great pronenefs to difcord, 
make not Popery (Italian* or French) a prudent courfe. 

And to thefe, i . Iam fure that Chrift came to deftroy the 
works of the Devil, and lave his people from their fins, and make 
them holy, a peculiar people, z.ealcm of good worlds, and gather a. 
Church of fuch out of the world, and rule them in a Commu
nion of Saints, t i l l he bring them to perfection, Therefore I 
have great reafon to fufpett thofe men, aud that order and 
courfe of government , which cherifheth ignorance and fin in 
foinifters and.People, and hunteth, and filenceth faithful 
miters, and fupprefTeth, perfecuteth, tormenteth, burneth the 
mcft confrionable Chriftians, that for fear of offending God, 
difobey them tthat turn ferious Religion and fpiriritual Worfhip of 
God, into bodily txercifes, and mter Conformity to their wills, 
and outward taking Sacraments, and ufing commanded Ceremo* 
nies and words*, under the fhadow whereof, for iooo. years^ 
piety hath withered, and impiety profpered; 

Chrift promifed to be with his fervants to the end of the 
world, M»t 28i 30. And i cannot but think that he is moft 
with thofe that are moft acquainted with his Goi'pel, and moft 
love him and obey him, and are moft holy and heavenly, and 
walk not after the f k f h , but thefpiri t , rather than with the ig
norant, fk ih ly , worldly malignant Persecutors* that fet them a-
gainft ferious godlinefs and godly men. 



[ 3 3 

$.3 . And I take not any notices of the time prefent from a-
ny thing but certain experience-t nor of the Ages part, from e-
nemies, or fufptaed, but of the eldeft times from all our com
mon Church^hiftory, and of the laft icoo, or 1200 years, as 
to the word: part of their anions, from their own greateft 
friends and flatterers, fuch as Baronim, Binnim, <Platmay Peta-
viui, and others. 

$ 4- And the matter of fact, I confefs, hath had much pow
er on my judgment: Had the Popes, and Lording fort of Dio-
cefans been promoters of love and holinefs in the Church, 
and not the woful fcandal of i t , and the enemies V good men, 
and ferious piety, I fhould have been -ftronglier tempted to own 
their form of government to be of God \ though I am allured 
that Nature maketh man, or one Council vncapzbte of proper-
government over all the earth I ftWd never have oppofed that 
which doth good. But defiruUiw, filencing, perfecting, cruel
ties, rebellions, worldlinefsy ignorance, malignity ,. and chertjhmg 
fa, and fuppreffwz P*'«3\ and the very word of Gody I am lure 
are all the work c f the Devil, what name or titles toever are 
pretended for them. 

*• 5.. And the faa being to me paft difpute, I quietly fub-
mit to the dreadful providence of God that permitteth i t , con-
fidering, •. ; . f 

1. The Church on Earth is no better than the Angels ot 
Heaven were -7 and i f fo many of the Angels kept not their 
firft eftate, but fell by Pride, what wonder if many Bilhops do 
fo? 

3. I f Adam and Sve both fell from Innocency, and that fofoon, 
it is not incredible that the Serpent fliould beguile fome Bifhops to 
depart from the fimplicity that is in Chrift . 

5. And i f the firft born man, Cain, murdered his righteous bro
ther by malignant envy for his true Religion, it's no wonder i f fome 
Clergy-men are fuch. 

4< And i f the whole world fo foon was drowned in wickednefs, 
that-only Noab and his houfe were meet to be faved from the flood, 
what wonder if the Church had too great a deluge of iniquity ? 

B 2 5. And 



p And to beihort, i f Noahhimktf fall after fuch deliverance* 
and a Cham be curfed that had been faved , and their pofterity 
proved fo bad, that all the Canaanites, & o muft be deftroyed 
i f Sodom's flames too, better warned Lot, or his Wife and Chil
dren*, i f Abraham have an Jfmael^ and Jfaac an Bfau} and Ja» 
cob envious Sons, and two Murderers, and two Adulterers *, I f 
Ifrael fin, and die in the Wildernefs*, if Aaron after that he had 
feen, make them an Idol *, i f Nadab and aAbihu die, as they 
did *, i f Eli's and Samuel's Sons proved all fo bad i and in the 
days of the Judges there were fo many revolts and ruins; i f 
the firft King, Saul, fo foon revolted i f David fo fell, and 
Abfolom fo finned, and Solomon himfelf: I f Ten Tribes fo quickly 
broke off from David's houfe, and left him but Two y i f thofe 
Two proved as bad as the Prophets tell us, and went into Cap
tivity : And i f the Nation rebelled againft Chrift, and be curfed 
and fcattered over the Earth, what wonder i f the Pope and 
proudeft Prelate did corrupt the Church of God ? If Chrifts 
chofen Twelve had a Judas among them , if the reft ftrove who 
fhould be greateft *, if Peter denied him, and they all forfook 
him and fled \ i f Herefies fwarmcd in the Apoftles days , and 
fewijh Teachers i would have fubjefhd the Gentiles to Mofess 
L a w , i f all forfook Paul in his Tryal , and many accufed him 
before, and fuch as Diotrephes caft out the Brethren, and pra
ted malicioufly againft Johns C h r i f t t € l 1 u s o f a [ l t t l c floclc» 
and not many Noble and great are called-, if i t be as hard 
for the Rich to be faved as Chrift faith *, i f for Three hundred 
years the Church was a perfecuted people *, a R d t n e Patri
archs and Bifhops themfelves, for many hundred years after ac
cufed one another in Councils, and accufed fuch Councils them
selves of Herefies, and other crimes, as much as is yet vifible they 
d i d , why ftiould I be fcandalized at the badnefs of Bifhops 
and Councils, and the woful corruptions of the Church ? 

Efpecially confidering, i . That i t was chiefly but the world
ly proud domineering fort that thus mifcarried, as the very 
Angels did. 

2. That God kept up ftill a great number of humble and ho
ly Bifliops and Presbyters, that joined not in ufurpations and 
pride with the reft. 

3. And that God bleft their labours to the faving of fo ma-
m Millions of fouls, and •propagating true ferious Religion to 

this 
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this day. Yea, fome of the great Patriarchs themfclves have been 
holy humble men. 

4. And when God preferved, by an humble Minif try, fo many 
Chriftians, as the ^Albigenjes, Waldenfss, and many among the 
Papifts themfelves, from the liking and guilt of the Roman cor
ruptions. 

S- And when God hath raifed fo learned, humble, and holy 
a Miniftry to reform the Churches, and bleft their labours in 
Europe , and fpecially in England, as he hath done > even tbofe 
that M r . Dodwell degraded i yea, many pious Diocefans here 
and elfewhere> who yet cannot prove their title by his preten
ded way of fucceffive Canonical Ordinations ; nor durft have 
fwom that they had fuch a call. 

$; 6. I am fure that the work of Chrift is the r e a r i n g of 
Gods Image, holy life, and light, and love ; and that the deltroy-
ing of thefe, by hiding the Scriptures, unintelligible worfcips. 
Imagery, dead hypocrifie, filcncing, and perfecuting, and k i l 
ling Gods fervanfc, making dividing engines to tear, and Ca
nons to M t e r the peace of the Church, and this; b j an gno-
rant, ungodly, worldly Miniftry fe^not the t h ^ 
but of men all this h the D.vils work •» and to do the L^viis 

uc vi rncn , Chrifts fervants v he bids 
work agamfl Chrift, is not a tign o f«vants / 

us judg of our felves and o t h e r b ^ 
we are whom we obey : If a Peter once g l * c v - . f c h u r c h -

ly fiefhly counfel, he (hall hear worfe than I aid or unur 
tyrants; ^ rfcr* M M i " f ° S Z T f e thM 
for thou Loureft not the things that be of God , to W f c S d ! 
*e , / J n i Mat. t * 22 hating the good , 
of faithful Minifters, excommunicatingandframng .gainlt God, 
in obedience to Prelates, and for ufing the needful means of 
their own falvation, and ferving God but as P * ^ and ^ 
this B the Devils work, i f he have any in the world. And M r . 
Hodwrfl rouft truft more to fwords than words to Keep it up-, 
for there is a fpir i t in true Chriftians that wil l never iufter them 
to believe that i t is pleafmg to God, what name foever i$ preten
ded for i t . 

$.7. I wil l reverence the Jews vifible Church, to whom were 
committed the Oracles of God , but wil l not fay , that they 

fmned 
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finned not in persecuting Chrift and his Apofties • nor fay, that 
they are not now under their own curfe, and cut off from the 
Church, who once caft out Chriftians from their Synagogues. 
I wi l l give due honour to Primogeniture , and yet not equal 
Cain and zsibel, Ifmael and Ifaac , Efau and Jacob, &c. but 
expert, that as he that was born after the flefh did perfecutc 
him tb?t Was born after the fpiri t \ even fo i t will be now: 
And the world was the world ftill, when i t was taken into the 
Church. The Heathen Romans were lefs Perfecutors than 
the Jews, and fo are the Turks than the Papifts. • 

$ 8, I fliall, in due place, take notice of M r . Z>'s confining 
the EtTence of the Miniftry to tranfaBing between God and man, 
in covenanting* requiring ejfenttally no more'skill than any man is 
capable ofr who is but capable of underftanding the common deal
ings of the world, p, 7 \ , 74. And that Immoralities of fuch mens 
Lives excufe us not from Schifm, for turning from fuch to better 
Teachers, p, 72. contrary to the Epiftle of the Carthage-Coun
cil , in the cafe of Martial and Bafilides, and even of lopes and 
Councils, that forbid hearing Mais from a Fornica**- And his 
denying the Scripture to be intended or defigned tove a Charter 
to appeal to for all future generations, and for the extent of Offi
ces, and preventing litigious difpute about government and fubjefti? 
on, p. 80, 81 . But that recourfe ought now to be had to the in
tention cf the Ordainers for thefe. And what he faith, p 81 , 
iipiimfc appealing Jo Waitings ,,'as hi calls them J , againft the fenfe 
if all the vifible authority of this life, as unreconcilable to the pra-

, Bice of any vifible government on earth, p, S i . And tbat,7«£-
jeBs cannot preferve their fabordination to their fuperiors, if they 
praBice differently, and defend their praBices, and pretend Divine 
Authority for them, where he fpeaketh indefinitely, and excepr-
eth no practices. And if we may not appeal from man to God 
and Scripture, we may appeal from Scripture to man. And i f 
mans Law be above Gods, i t is not from him •, for the inferior ma-
kethnot his Superior. 

And the root of all this is, p.82- That God hath made his Church 
( and not only particular Ghurches that are parts of his Church ) a 
vifible Society^ and confiituted a vipbh Government in' it.Did I know 
what Mr. D. taketh this one vifible Government to be, whether Ge
neral Council, or Pope, or all the Bifhops of the world by a major 

vote, 
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vote, or al! the people o f the Chriftian world, or what, I fccud 
Know what to fay to hi n. But (or this I inuft not hope. 

^ 9. Eut I fh . i l l after fpea't to his fccuring fubterfuge, p. 90. 
That there is but one fenfe of M terms , which caufes oblige men to 
mean \ and that every one ought to know who pretends to s^ifl in can-
/ f . ^ W h i c h I ara ft defective m, that I know not at all what his 
CtiUie is til l he tell me: Nor know I among many fenfes of ir»oft of 
his chief terms, which it is that hemcaneth.- I know not what he 
meaneth bvia Papiji and whether he take thofe for Papifts that 
are, as the Councils of Con fiance, and Bafil, and the French, for the 
Supremacy of a Council, the Pope b«eing Prefident, or Trincipmm 
Vnitatis, and Patriarch of us in the Weft. I know not who he 
raeaneth by the Supreme Church-pc wer in the vifible Univerfal 
Church, I know not by what he etfenriateth the very Epifcopacy 
which he f 0 much pleads for \ no, nor their Ordination. I know 
not what he taketh to be the Supreme Church-power over the 
Church of England. And how can I know by the bare general 
name, when Dr. Stiliingfleet denieth any fuch thing ? 

C H A P. n . 

ftV Schifwatkal Church defraying Scheme Confuted. 

$• i.T>Ecaufe he dealeth fofalfly with my Doarinesby pretence 
- D ofputt ingi t intohis woids and order, I wi l l deal better 

with him, and deal with his Scheme word by word as he hath laid it 
down.As for his exceptions, th t I refel not his charge of the fin a-

gainft the Holy Gboftfac. I am not yet fo idle,(having formerly Writ
ten a Treatife of thatfin.) His wilful refufal to'anfwcr poctius de de'-
fperata Caufa Papalw,^her\ heknoweth that this Plea is t h e ; r V 
pifis chief firength*and Jdnfeniw is fo full^anfwered, is but a dis
honourable tergiverfation. And it's like heknoweth how Melon* 
tthonin his Epiftles copioufly fhameth Mr . DodwelPs caufe as m i l l 
ed to by the Tapifts ; when yet the Proteftants here plead Melan-
tthonS judgment for thci, Reformation. And though Mr . D. told 
me, that it is not for the Chriftian Inter eft Jo hold that the Reman fue-
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cejfive Ordination hath been interrupted J, I think they that believe 
their own moft flattering Hiftorians, muft believe that theinterci-
fion there hath been more notorious, than in thofe Reformed 
Churches which Mr . Dodwell nulteth, or than thofe German and 
Danift Bifhops whom Bugenhagim a presbyter ordained. 

But I will briefly examine the words of his deftrudive deceiving 
Frame. 

i . That all are obli
ged to fubmit to all un-
finful conditions of the 
Epifcopal Communion 
where they live, i f im-
pofed by the Ecclefia-
fiaftical Governouis 
thereof. And, 

2. That the nature 
of this obligation is 
liich, as will make them 
who rather than they 
wil l fubmit to fuch 
conditions, either fe • 
parate therntelves, or 
iuffer themfelves to be 
excluded from commu
nion by fuch Gover-s 

nours for fuch a refu-
fal of fubroiflion, guilty 
of the fm of SCHISM. 

Here is Epifcopal Communion talkt of, 
without telling what is the Epifcopacy,or 
what the Communion which he means, 
and how both are known. Confufion i . 
There are ulurping Bifhops not truly cal
led or chofen. 2. There are Heretical B i -
fhops. 3. There may be divers Bifliops in 
one City or County which of thefe 
mean you ? 4. He may be one f i t for 0-
thers, and not for me, nor am I to take 
him for my Paftor. As the Greeks Bifhop 
in London* and many Latine Bifhops,that 
fpake net Englijh. heretoforeor his faul-
tinefsmav make it my duty to chufea 
better. 5. What i f the King and Law 
command the contrary? 6. All this is no
thing for fubmitting to finful conditions* 

2. As i t is a duty to refufe finful con
ditions, foo f many particular Churches 
to chute the fitted for our communion. 
The French, and "Dutch, and Greeks in 
London, are not Schifmaticks for not 
being fubjeft to this Bjlhop, or locally 
communicating with him. 2. You tell 
us not how a man (hall know he is ot 
the Bifihops communion among a thou-

, fand Pari(h-ChurcheS that differ in many 
things, . and own the Bilhop in fome 
things, and not in others. I- Few of the 
Diocefs ever locally communicate with 
our Bifhops *, and mentally the Noncon
formity communicate in Eflentials at 

leaft. 



Here are two part?. 
* h That all are obli

ged to fubmit to all un-
finful conditions of the 
Epifcopal communion 
where they live, if im-
Pofed by the Ecciefia-
fticai Government 
thereof. 

This proved by thefe 
two degrees. 

*• That the fuppofi-
tion of their being lefs 
Secure of lalvation out 
°f this Epilcopal com
munion than in i t , is 
iufficientto prove them 
obliged to fubmit to ail 
terms not directly fm-
^ 1 , however unexpedi-
e n t > rather than Sepa
rate themfelves, or fuf-
f^r themfelves to be ex
u d e d from this com
munion, chap, i 
8,9,10. $• 7, 

l 9 l 
leaft. 4. Moil: Chriftians on earth are 
guilty of Schifm, and yet are not preva
lently Schiimaticks, but ftill members of 
the Gatholick Church. 5. The Biftiops, 
e,g. in France, are more guilty of the 
Schilra than the Proteftants. See Ot.Stil-
lingfleefs Defence of Land. 

1. This is falfe in the fore-excepted ca
fes : I . It he be a Bifliop toothers , and 
not to me ( unlefs communion include 
not fubjection •, for fo we communicate 
with many other Bifhops^. 2. i f the con
dition impoled be a thing which a Superi
or Power forbiddeth, (King , or in fome 
cafes Parents.) 

T he matter and confequences are fo 
weighty,as tell us it is not well done to a-
bufe dull Readers thus with the deceitful 
unexplained nature of Epifcopacy, and 
Communion. The love of tr- th and fouls 
forbid luch deceit. 1. I f fome receive 
only Pari{h-bifhops(of the old for t ) and 
others alfo their Archbifhops , and o-
thersfuch Diocefans as put down all Pa-
riOVbiftiops, which of thele have Epifco-
pal communion? 2. When of old, many 
Ages, Voting, and Fighting, could not 
tell men which was the true Bilhopamong 
many competitors, and when at Rome 
there were oft two or three at once; and 
when the worft oft carried fhepolfehW, 
and Councils themfdves were tor divers*, 
whih was the Epifcopal communion? 
I. Is communion zndfubje&ion all one wi th 
him, or divers? If divers, I have com
munion with many Bifhops that I am not 
fubjecl to. I f the fame, how many mull 
each man be fubj^a to ? and in what or
der and cafes ? 4. Communion is 1. mental 
or local and the firft, 1. In eftentials. 

C 2« I n * 


