
[ 77 1 
Fresbyters, with his Tccatife of the Keys, where he will telj 
you, that it was the Bifhops Office to be the ordinary Preacher, 
to Pray, to celebrate the Eucharift, to vifit the Sick, to keep 
and diftribute the alms and offerings of the Church, ,.s Curators 
for the Poor, with much more work, f.nd that every Tingle 
Congre^ >n had fuch a B;friop, that ever met to celebrate 
"Gods pLbiick Worfhip j and that there was not a meeting of a 
Chnftian Church without fuch : for the laid Worfhip in Scripture-
timei) for he faith that there is no proof that there were any 
othvi presbyters in vcripture- times. 

And {oiTHfeiplme, it is pad doubt: U That aŝ  to the mat
ter of i t , it mutt conGft of a perfonal watch over each memoer 
of the flock.i that every one in it that livtth in grofs fin, or In 
fidel, or Heathenilh, or Heretical error and ignorance, be or
derly admonifhed, f i r f t more privately, afterward more openly, 
and laftiy moft publickly j and that he be by convincing reaions 
and exhortations peifwaded to repentance. That the penitent 
mu:i be comforted and confirmed, the obftinatdy i » P « ' * n t £ 
jetted, as unmeet for the Communion of the Church. And lor 
tk« • A it mrft he done with condefcend-
the manner, i t isagieed that it mult Dv LOUC W U " ^ r # „ -
ing tendernefs, patience, pl.in evidence, earneft excitations, 
no means left untried to reduce a GrrfuJ miferable ioul. Ar.O 
all this with the time and patience which lo great a work re-
quireth. (And fare i f the Congregation muft avoid the jinner, 
they fhould know w h y . ; One fuch perfon will ho.d the 
Paftor work from firft to laft many an hour and day. 

N xt, let us think how many fuch as by Chrifts Law muft be 
thus dealt with, are in a D:ocefs. 1 had the moft rekraKd 
people 'as to fins of commiflion and oraiflion; that ever 1 knew 
in England. Our cuftom being to have each family come by 
turns to us to be perfonally Catechifed -and inftruc"hd. I had full 
opportunity to know them all. Many icore of them that came 
daily to Church, knew not the Eflentials of Chriftianity and 
Baptifm. When I came firft to them, 1 fuppofe ibme thoufands 
lived in grofs ignorance, op^n" impiety and prophanencis. And 
even at laft fome (cores I fear lived in groi's fin. Some were 
notorious drunkards, raging weekly twice or thrice in the open 
ftreets. Some quieter drunkards. Many profane Swearers. Too 
many raikrs, fighters, flanderers, &c. Three or tour Apoftate-
Infidels. The Parifhes about me were far worle. A £reat part of 
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the people know not who Chrift is, nor what he doth, as the 
Saviour of the world, nor underftand one of many Articles of 
the Creed, or Petitions of the Lords Prayer*, much lefs do a-
ny thing like Chriftians for Children or Servants in their 
Families. 

The Diocefs that I now Jive in, hath above i\ Partfhes/ 
lome have half as many } fome Parifhes have 3000, iome 10000 
leople. ia London font 20000, 30000, and the Country (mailer 
Parifhes ufualiy about 400, 500, or 1000. I do warrantably 
c o n j u r e that in the Diocefs where I now live, there may be 
a ' T ^ ^ 0 ° c 0 f ° u l s t h a t byChr i f t sLaw (hould be admonilhed 
and dilciphned for frtfi fin. And about 80000, or IODOOO 
that are grofly ignc • of Chriftianity. It's ten to one fexpe
rience tells i t me) than iive Conventions will fcarce ferve with 
each obftinate finner , to bring the work to the itfue of a due 
•Excommunication or Abfolu'tion-. Some parts of the Diocets 
that I am in, are about 120 miles from other parts. The Dio* 
cefan then that doth all this himfelf, (but there is no iuch) i f 
he fit half the year, muft: either (peak to 10000, or 20000 per* 
fons at once, or in a few minutes, or elfe he muft let all the 
reft lye and rot in their fins, t i l l he hath done with the firft. 
And indeed (1 have tried it) a fober Paftoral courfe of con
viction and difcipline with each one, will take up fo much time, 
that feven years are not enough for him to go over all this 
Oocefs i f he did as much in a month xas ever' f knew a Bifrop 
do in his life, except againft Godly Nonconforming, or Coni'ci-
enfious Ditfenters. 

But if you confider how far every accufmg Minifter and 
Churchwarden, and every accufed finhef, have to travel, forae 
20, fome'46 miles, &c.) and that WitnetfL-s alfo muft travel as 
tc>r and how long they mufr. attend, and how few can bear 
the charge of this 5 snd that the old and weak fort of finncrs 
are unable for the journey, snd who (rial! do the' Parifli Mini-
fWs work the while ; and how IftWy it i . : that of ioooo fuch 
finners, 5000 may be dead, of the Witneffet* at lcaft, before 
the re'v^-c tried snd well difpatched or the cafe grown old,and 
the fame, m n drunken twentv ti-nts-agafn , before he can be 
judged for the fir ft. i\nd aho how ftrange a courle this is to 
humble, convince, and fare a foul- wonderful! — 
that it fhould with anv man living be a controvert, Whether 
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one Bifhop be fufficient for all this ? And what need we more 
than-common experience? The work is every where undone. 
Lay the blame where you wi l l , not one common grofs finner of 
a thoufand is difciplin'd or judged as in queftion. That which 
can be done, and mould be done, fome one good Billiop will 
do But none that ever I knew did ever fee the face, and fpeak 
to one of a thoufand grofs finners of his Diocefs, f unlefs per* 
haps as he preached to one or few Congregations^) nor do I 
know any that take it for their work, ( if they could do i t j , 
but leave i t to the Lay-Chancellor as his part. 

I f you fay that Excommunication muft not be on many : I 
anfwer, 

*• The Bifhops trying and conviaion of grofs finners is firft 
for their Repentance, and not their Excommunication, except 
in cafe of the laft obftinacy, which cannot be foreknown ti l l 
tried, 

2. I f Chrif t would not have fuch Difcipline at all, there 
needs no Bimop to do i t I f he would, when twenty drunkards, 
fornicators, &c. are notorioufly gui!ty, is i t his will that one 
of thefe only be admoniihecl, convinced, excommunicated, and 
all the reft let alone that are equally guilty ? Sure the Law of 
God doth not fo diftinguifh, but fay of all alike, / / any called 
a brother be a fornicator, And wil l fuch partiality either re
form men, or honour Religion, or rather make it a fcorn, and 
make him that is fiogled our, hate the partial Profeeutor* 

If you fay it's long of Churchwardens that accufe not men : I 
anfwer, 

1.J And it will be fo, while the thing is' unfeafable*, who 
will be hated to do no good ? 

2. Some Churchwardens of late to fome Articles have prefen-
ted all the Parifh without exception. And fo no man heard of 
i t any more. 

I I . And whether ,the Biihop may delegate his Office, or do his 
work per alios, would be no controverfie i f Scripture were our 
Rule, or it were known what a Paftors office is. I f he may 
delegate i t , either to a Layman in fenfu compofuo, or to a 
Clergy'man: If to a Layman, than a Layman and a Clergy-man 
are all one. f o r there is nothing but the Work to define the 
authority and obligation by, which conftituteth the Office. A 
Biihop is one authorized and obliged to do the work of a Biftwp, 

and 



C 8 o 3 
and fo is a Layman too by this fuppofition. I f to a Clergy
man, either to one of the fame order and office with the Bifhop s 

or of another. I f of the fame ( before or now, made f o j datur 
qH&fitum, then he is not the fole Bifhop. i f of another m fenfu 
compoftto, then another Clergy roan is not another For he that 
is Authorized to the fame work, is of the fame Office. 

I f you fay that he may not delegate the whole work, de 
fpecie9 but a part I ask which part ? either the EfTential part, 
or but an Integral common part. I f the former? l . Either to 
fuch as God in Scripture by office autborizeth to that parr, or 
not. If the former, then the Biftiop cometh too late to that 
which God hath done already. And then that is no proper 
work of BiQiops which God hath made common to another 
Office. I f the later, than a man may make new PriefMy Offices 
and Orders, even to the fame work that God hath made Off i 
cers to do already. And then we need not fay, [that Orders 
are Jure Bivino\ i f the Bifhop may make more at his pleafure *, 
but quo jure $ and what (hall let his bounds and end ? This leem-
eth more ("in kind J than the Italians at Trent would have given 
to the Pope over Bifhops. And^if they do not themfelves alio 
that fame Eftential part of their Office which they, give to 
others, they degrade themlelves. For. the ceafing or alienation 
of an EfTcntial part, changeth the [pedes. 

But 1 fuppole ycu wil l fay i t is Presbyters to whom they 
may dele-gate this work. And if fo, eithrr it is a work which 
God hath made part of the Presbyters Office, or not. If it be, 
then that Presbyter doth his own work appointed him by God, 
and not another mans, i f not, then he rnaketh a new Cfficer, 
who is i either Bifhop r.or Presbyter. 

But the Nature or the Office f f u w a h , that it may not be 
delegated (though a Bifhop may Ordain men to,;an Office ot 
Gods rrak ng, and the King, or Church may make new Officers 
circa far*, & Church-Wakens, Clock keepers OftUnes, &c ~)'t 
for it is [an Authority, and obligation to perfon^l duty, to be 
done by perfonal ability] as is the Office ol aPhvfician, ajudg, 
a School-M^itcr, a Pilot, &c where he that auihorizeth and 
©bligeth another ftatedly to do his work, doth thereby make 
that other a Phyfician, judg, School-Mafter, Pilot, &c This is 
but Ordin itian. , 

And i f a Biffiop fce but one that may appoint others to co 



the Epifcopal work, then i . Why is not every King aBUhop> 
for he may appoint men to do a Bifhops work ? And why is he not 
alfo a Phyfician , Mufician, Pilot, &c. bccaufe he may do the 
like by them ? 2. And then the Bifhori appointed by the King , 
is no more a Bifhop indeed than one appointed by a Eifhop 
is. • ' 

But this delegation that I fpeak againft, is a fmaller fin than 
fuch men chooie. To depute others to excrcife Dilciphne, 
whom God appointed not de fpecie theieto, is but Sacnledg 
and Ulurpation, (by alienating it from the true office, and 
letting up a falfe one; : But yet the thing might tome how be 
done, if any were to do i t . But the almoft total depofmon 
and deftruclion of the Difciplme it ftlf, and letting none^dc, , t , 
by pretending the fole authority of doing i t , is another kind of 
G n , N o w to vour anfwer from the GmiHtude of .Ciyil Monarch*, 

l i t ; S ; " S ^ t S a L i or two w h i d j 

Magiftracy, and Church-povv.r, and alfo read the •J '™** . 
Confiderations, you wi l l txcuie me for here palling by what is 

t h T The (landing of the Magiftrates Office is b V ; the Law of 
Nature, which therefore alloweth variety and 
ferior Orders, as there is caufe. But the l ^ ^ ^ : 
gy is by Supernatural Inftitution. Our Bock of Ordination Cuth 
there are three Orders, <*-*. Therefore man may not alter them, 
or make more of that fame Kind- f , 

I I . Kingly power requireth not *d difpofitionem watena^ucn 
Perfonal ability as the PaftoraUfficc doth. A child may bea tung, 
and it may ferve turn if he be but the head of power, ana give 
others commilTion to do all the reft of the Governing work. 
But i t is not fo with a Judg, a Phyfician, an Orator or a B i -
fhop ; who is not fubjeclnm eapax-oi the eflence oi the cttice, 
without perfonal aptitude. 

I I I . God hath defchbedthe Bifhops office in Scripture as con
fining of three parts, i fe* Teaching, Tiiefttv,- (or about Wor
ship and" Sacraments j and ruling as under .Chnfts Prophetical, 
Prieftly and Kingly Office. And he hath no where made one 
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more proper to a Bifhop than another nor faid this is EfTentiais 
and that is but integral. Therefore the Bifhop may as weH 
allow a Layman to adminifter the Sacraments, &c. as one not 
appointed to i t by God, to Rule by the Keys. 

IV- The Bifhops Paftoral Rule is only by Gods word upon 
the Ctmlcience fas Bilhop <BUfon of Ohed. fheweth at large, and 
all Froteftants agree), and not by any mulcTs or corpora! force, 
i f heufe the fword, or conftraint, i t is not as a Btfhop, but as 
a Magifrrate. But the Kings is by the fword. And will i t fol
low that becaufe the King may appoint another to apprehend 
men, and carry them to prifon, &c- that- therefore a" Bifhop 
appointed by God to Preach, Worfhip and Rule, and therein 
to draw the Impenitent to Repentance by patient exhortations, 
and reproofs, may commit this to another, never appointed 
to i t of God ? 

V. Either i t is the Bifhops work (as was faid) that is delega
ted by h im, or fome other. If properly his own , than ei
ther he maketh more Bilhop?, (and that's all we plead for) , or 
elfe-a Presbyter or Layman may do a Biftiops proper work. 
And then what need of a Bifhop ( to pafs by the contradi
ction J 

VT. But my chief anfwer to you is, the King as Supreme Ma-
giftrate doth appoint and rule by others that are truly Magi* 
ftrates: They have every one a Judicial power in their feveral 
places under him, even every Juftice of Peace. But you fuppofe 
the Bifhop to fet up no Biiriops, nor no Church-Governours 
under him at all.. A King can rule a Kingdom by Supremo 
Judgment, when he hath hundreds of Judges under him who do 
i t by his authority, And i f this had been all our difpute, whs* 
ther a Patriarch or Archbifoop can rule a thoufand Churches by 
a thoufand Inferior Bifhops, or Church-rulers, you had faid 
fomething? But doth i t follow that your Church Monarch can 
over-fee them all himfeM" without any fub-overfeers, or fule 
them (by Gods word on the Confcience) without any fub-rulers ? 
<You appropriate the Ekcretory Power to your Monarch*, and 
communicate only the executive. Hold to that. The whole Go* 
vernment is but Legiflatio & Judicium^ Legislation now we med
dle,not with* fyet our Bifhops allow.> i t to the Presbyters in 
Convocation, for they take Canons to be Church-Laws.) I t is a 
lower power that is denied to them, .that they grant the higher < 

t o -



C 3* } 
to. Bare execution is no Government. A Hangman is no Go* 
vernour. A Governour may alfo be Executioner, but a meer 
Executioner is no Governour. The People are Executioners of 
Excommunications, while they withdraw from the Excommuni
cate, and with fuch do not eat, &c as i Cor. $. And the Parii'h-
Prieft is an Executioner, while he (as a CryerJ prodaimeth or 
readeth the Chancellors Excommunication in the Church, and 
when he denieth the Sacrament to thole that he is bid deny^it 
to. I grant you that this is Communicated, But i t is the Judi
cial power i t felf which I have been proving the Bifliop uncapa-
ble of. Exploration is part of the Judicial work. I Know you 
include not that in execution (which follows it ) I f Y o u J ™ * ' * c 

would be a fad office for a Bilhop to (entence all men, upon o--
ther mens trial and word. As i f the Brfhop muft E * c 0 ~ ; 
catcall that fome body elfefaith he muft Excommunicate. Tnrs 

turneth Decreeing into a ^ ^ ^ f ^ 1 1

 m a n * t o be And the nature of the caule forbiddeth i t . No man « tobe 

Excommunicate ^ f ^ - ^ S ft ta « £ . £ £ -
tence in lome crime , nor to oe aoioivcu * , r 
tance. Now i f i t were, but whether a man A n a v e D 
drunk, or fornicated, or.perjured, <?c. i t were hard judging 
fententially meerly on truft from others % but yet P g ^ ™ £ 
might fometimes be done : But when the cafe is,. W * ^ ^ 
man be penitent, Perfonal trial is neeffary » ^ t e r e f b r e | 

Ecclefiafticaladminiftration of thftfentence J COIKIUde tn 
that as a King can judg by many h u n d ^ J ^ S ^ ™ a

b u t n o t 

ral command an Army by many hundred ^ ° ™ ^ ^ L ^ n d t t 

without any one by himfelf alone, having Executioners under 

^ V l l f ^ y you note one other difference: 
dom i t is not one7 fubjeft of an hundred, or many hundreds, 
that hath Law forts with others once in a year, or feven years, 
or his life. Nor one of fome hundreds (where I have lived; 
that findeth the Magiftrate work as Criminal. And in tms 
we differ even from fhe Phyfician, who in a City hathno.one 
of many that is fick but we are ail of a finning ^ " X c ^ Z r ' 
on, arid the Paftor hath few of his flock that need not fome per
ianal applications in one degree or other. And even as to grois 
fins lived in, and ignorance or herefie againft the very effence: ot 
Chriftianity ,it is a good Parifh where a confer able part of l t a £ j1™ 
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guilty »,-fo that i t is eafier for one Juft'ce of Peace to ieno two 
or three thieves in a year to a Gaol , and bind two or three 
to the good behaviour, than for one Bilhop to admomiri, exhoift, 
convince and judg lcoco impenitent tinners in a little time, and 
hear all the WittfeflW*^'*. 

I f youfh^uld have ftid, that the Parifh Pritft is to reprove, 
exhort, convince them fir$, t i l l he prove them impenitent, and 
he is to inftruft the ignorant, Infidels and Hejreticks : I anfwer, 
I . That is more than an executive power. 2. We defire no 
more at all from Bifhops or any, and know no other Epifcopal 
power over the people, but thus perfonally to convince men, and 
declare to theCongregation upon proofs the fitnefs or unftnfs of men 
for their Communion, penittnee or impenitence. But this is i t 
that the yiinifters are hindred from, or denied. They have no 
power to fpeak with any one ignorant, Heretical, Infidel, or 
fcandalous finncr in the Parifh, but Ouch as are willing. And few 
of the guilty are willing. They wil l neither come to the Mini-
fter, nor fuffer him to come to them, hut (hut their doors on 
him i f they know that he corneth on fuch a work, or elie tney 
Will not be within- Or if they be, will tell him, that they wiU 
not anfwer him. When I came firft to Kedermtnfter, the rabble 
multitude curft me in the ftreet;, and rofe up a^amft me, but 
for faying, That Infants Originally have that fin and mifery 
which needs a Saviour', yet iuch ( i f they fcorn to ^ a k mth 
us) mud be our Communicants for want of 
There is no Law or penalty that I ever knew of , to conftrain 
anv to come to us, receive us, hear us, or anfwer us, i f we 
had n e m f o much'caufe to queftion them of, or.fortifie them 
asainft infidelity, herefie, ignorance, or wicked lives. And if 
any othef accufe them to us (as few wi l l ) we muft not ,udg them 

W i i t m a y

t i b e l y o u will fay. Would you have them contained by 
force to V [ w i t h the Paftor, or give Hun any account ofthe. 
faith, life or knot t ing, Ufides coming with others into the 
Church ? 1 anfwer, No, we would have no force, as we 
none. But then we would not be forced our iel « by ^ 
Church-Lords and Monarch* to take cur felves for the Pal tor 
of fuch asrefufe our P,ftcral office, and to give the Seamen-, 
Snd ail ptiviiedges of Church-Coromunion, to every one in r 
Parifh, who upon juft fufpicion of grofs fcandal, herefie, inn 



lity or ignorance, obftin-ately refufeth to fpe.'k ^° i 'P t?- ' '^ n 4 '4l v e 

lis any account, or to be tried. I that -haveycarjT.V 
rifh by Perfonal Conference, know that thoulhndS anU^thou-
iVids among-os know-no* (and therefore believe n'off w f g f j f i f 
Chrift be God or man, or Angel, of whar, nor #hO the Holy 
Ghoft fe, or Why Chr i f td i :d , rofc-j nor lean* any lupernaru
rally revealed article of the Chri^ian faith. And .tnatraany that 
underhand them, believe them not. And f no C h j c > 
power,but not to take thofc, i . For Chriftuns i 2 And for 
my-cfpecUl Chrifttan flock, X Who are noChriftians, 2. W h £ 

and Commune thzn 1 mil lye in ^ ^ f j £ g ^ ^ . 
confine. Seeing then that we have ^ g ^ £ $ g 
ftoi to deny our Cfficcadmimftrations m Saciaments , ; . 
that refule us in the other parts aforefaid, we arc .utteriy 
difabled from fo much as preparing men for the E ^ O P , 
^ g * 5 " o ^ r w i f e , that mo* not fatisfie the Church-
M o ^ a r c h / U o muft Jodg himfelf, and therefore muft hear b , 

h i t S i d f * u ^ his plainly «'**fl experience in Ecclefiaftkkj. 
But you tell m-, it ts paimy s f Mimti A\ this 
Anf It's hard then to know any thing. For 1 dilpute au tnis 

w h l ^ a l i f the queftion were, Whether men m 
EngUdu And i f I herein err, 1 $0 urcurable, and 
low you to dcfPa=r of me. You fay, The g r i e f s of no Cuy vf« 
thoM/kt fufficient to multiply Btfrcps. 

Zlnf x. Gods Inftifetion was, that every Church h^e a 
Bifthop, ^ - H ^ i , ^ - f N e M 9 u r „ 

2. A particular Church then was, A bocuty H * 
ChrifiUns, combined for <Perfonal Communion in Cods Worpih 

and holy living, conffling of Taflov' and flock: 
*. For « o years 1 think, you cannot prove that any one 

Bifhop in t i e world, fave at Alexandria and %*mr> had more 
fuch Congregations and Altars than one nor theie tor a long 
time alter the Apoftles nor in many Churches of erne hundwa 
years longer. - . -
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«*4r'v A A J " t i h I*' t H i r , d P a t r i « e « » t c ) Ignatiu, profefleth that 

S & ^ r r ' ' A n d one Church the 
' a d fteX , t ° [ r a " ^ Servant-men and Maids, 

Whv i l n n , / ? 5 b f e ? t e d n o t themftWo from the Church. 
Why i S not confuted i f he erred? W * ^ oo the 

or C o ^ e l r . ^ 3 ^ b ? n o t multiplying as Churches 

hath undone us, and " n e r X V a ^ o f t u T * * 
»J? « r i , . I n e r e l ° " are not to be ourEattern, Ortu 

E m ^ i r ^ h ^ f ° P S

f

n £ " ' r i , r i I y t 0 b e d i f t r i b " " d by Cities, the 
Ihon p 6 f W > ° r T C i t i e s ' h « e ' « r "o B i " 

« , J ' , ? U £ ! V e f y C o r P ° r a t i o n » oppMum, like our Market-Towns, 
was then truly T O ^ : A n d i f y o u will but procure every fuch 
City with us, to have a Bifhop, and the Office of fuch Bifhops 
to be to drive men from fin, and not to i t , and to filence Blaf-
pnemers, and not faithful Preachers of the Gofpel, all our con-
troverfies of Prelacy are then at an end. 
f S V ^ n l y C U m u f t r e r n e m b e ^ that great Cities had long but 
tew Cnnftians, in comparifon of the Heathens ( t i l l ConftantinSs 
time and. moMy long after J. And when Patrick with his own 
hand Ordained Three Hundred and Fifty Bilhops in your lre~ 
land, they were but Ecclefiamm fundatores, and with them he 
funded but feptingentas Ecclcfias, and Ordained Five Thonfand 
Clerks, i f Jocehne be true, Fit. Patric. cap. 185. and not rather 
the far more credible report of Antenin. in Chron. tit. i i . cap. 
l b . f 2. and Fincent. fpecd. hifior. lib. 20. cap, 23. who fay, 
that Ecclefias fimdavit 365. crdinavit Epifcopos eodem numero $6$. 
et eo avplifts i?i quibus fpiritns Dei erat. <Presbyteres autemufq\ 
ad scco. ordinavit As Vjher citeth them, deprimord. EccL Br. 
P' PS7- which is Ninius number there. So that here is no 
rnore Churches than Bifhops, and about Nine Presbyters to a Bi
lhop. 

You tell me of above One thoufand Clergy-men at Rome, in 
(-orneImj\ time. 

"^f^f- 1. This was above Two hundred and Fifty years af
ter Cnrtfs Birth. 2. I never took all the impotent perfons, 

poor, 
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Poor, and Widows in the Church, to be Clergy-men, and Cler
gy-women. Cormlins his account is, that there are Six and Forty 
Presbyters, Seven *Deauons , Seven Sub- Deacons, Two and Forty 
Acolytes, Two and Fifty Exorcifls, and Readers, with Porters, 
Widows, and impotent perfons, above One thoufand and Fifty fouls, 
eonfidering, i . How their Meetings were then obfcure, and fmall, 
in Houfes fas the tolerated Churches in London). And in fo 
vaft a C i t y , in how many dsftant places. Befides the fub-ur-
bicarian Aflemblies. 4. And how many Presbyters uled itil l to 
be with the Bifhop in the fame AfTembly? $- And that here 
are in all but Seven Dea^offr 6. And that many then were 
Presbyters that ufed not to Preach, but for privater over-Oght, 
and as the Bifhops Affeflors. 7- And that the poorer fort moff 
commonly received the Gofpel. 8. And that none or theie. Dur. 
the Six and Forty Presbyters, had any power in the: LMcipimc. 
9. And that by all this reckoning, the whole Church maintain-
ed not,-befides the Officers, neara thoufand poor i wemaypro-
bably conjecture , that the whole Church of that Bifhop was 
not bigger than fome one Lotoim-?m(h (Stepney, Giles Cm-
plegate, Martins, & c j where are about Fifty thouand fouls-
t o . And when none were Chriftian* but perfecuted Volunteers, 
they were the holieft, and beft of men and I have tryed, tnat 
Six hundred fuch make lets work for Difcipline, than ten1 ot 
the Rabble that are driven into our Churches, and choote them 
rather than the Goal. 

But when all's done, Two Cities under the power of great 
temptation, are not to be our Rule againft Gods Word , and 
the ftate of all other Churches in the world, and undeniable 
experience. 

It's true that you fay. that t oc -ed another Altar was count
ed Schifm ; that is, Altare contra altare v becaufe when the Phraie 
came up, no Church had roore t l ( ^ n e Altar/ 

Your Inftances intimated of Antiom and Carthage, I believe 
not \ and can give you (had I liberty) a Volume of proof from 
Antiquity,, that for Two hundred and Fifty years , i f not-
much longer, Jgnatms^ Rule Was t rue, that every Churchhg<| 
one Altar , and one Bifhop, at leaft , except the two afou-
faid. 

Vlphilas was but an Arrian Bifhopi of 1 few Goths newly* 
turned Ar-mansy and the firft that tranflatedhe Scriptures into. 
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the Gothic^ Tongue* fo that no Churches among them had the 
^•npture, t i l l after his tranflating ; and thefe few were pre-
iently persecuted to rhe death by Athswarichas ( m focrat, 
lib. 4 cap. i2, ) You may call thefe few, a Kingdom, i f you 
pleale. . 

Howr few of the Indians were converted when Framentias 
{not ^defms, ^ you fay) was made their Bifhop, it's jpfie to 
gather by the Hiftory. 

Scythia and Pcr/iauted to have each a Bifhop, and he lived in 
the Roman Empire, a? near them as he durft, as not being tole
rated ufually in their L ind . And asjfew, it's like, Mof s had 
among the Arabians there being no mention in the H i -
itory of any thing to perfwade us, that he had many Churches un
der him, that 1 remember. And the work of thefe Bifliops was to 
crdatn Presbyters, who had the power of the Keys, & except^ 
Q.'dtnaticne, did ail that Bifhops did, as Hierome faith. So that 
then a Diocefs had not one fole Church-Governour *, and there
fore where you gather that yet Difcipline was.not diffolved : I 
anfwer : 

1. In' at! this you leave out a matter of chief consideration : 
vt&. That all the Presbyters then were afiiftants in Difcipline, 
and had a true Church-Government over the people, which now 
they have not. 

2. It's Grange that we that have eyes and ears muft be fent 
to the Indians and ancient Hiftory, to know whether one Bifhop 
can hear, and t ry , and admomfh fo many thoufands at once, as 
we fee by experience are thofe ObjecTs of Difcipline which 
the Scripture defcribeth , and when we fee that i t is not 
done. • 

And after all this, we have talk't, but of a Fhantafm h for 
i t is not one Bifhop, but one Layman, a Chancellor, that u-
feth this Decretory p o w e r M t h e Keys, over all thefe fouls, fo 
far as they are ufed, as^HRhe ordinary Court-tryals and cx-
ercife •, and the. Bifnop rarely medleth with i t . 

Again, Norxcntorrmfrs doubt not to prove, that the Dioce-
fan frame, whith they A r e not fwear to, i . Doth depofe the 
fpectes -of" Churches of Gods Inftitution. 2. And the Difcipline 
itrelr almoft totaliy. j . And the /pedes of Presbyters. ^. And" 
the old /pedes of Bifhops. And m fie ad of each of thefe^ let-
teth up a new /pedes of man's invention, wholly different, a R <j 
kiconfiftent. And 
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And that they are not willing to Swear, Sobfcribe, or de

liberately and lblemnly enter into a Church Covenant, That 
in their Places and Callings they will never endeavour any alte
ration of this, no not by a requeft or word, you may lets won
der than i f fome were then loath to Swear or Covenant never to 
endeavour to take down the Priefts of Dan and Bethel, or re
form the high places. It's dangerous making a folemn Min i -
fterial Covenant, Never to obey God in any one great matter, and 
never to repent of fo doing. , 

Again, our Reafons at the Savoy were, 1. About another ma.-
ter: 2. Few of them received, or ever publiuVd to the wotRT 
And all that I have laid to you is very little of our Cauleiwhicn 
1 will not touch, unlefs I might prolecute it . 

Your information about B:(hop Sander [on, a n V h

{ l ^ x o e 
of all things, &c. is as the reft, to Conquer our lentand xpe-
rience. 1 . The words in the A f t are rooft plain, and Bifliop 
Sanderfon de JHra„, concluded!, That Oaths (a 
muft be taken in the plain and proper feme. 2. It 
thafrafter the Lords in a Provifo of another A f t , wouia na 
fo expounded the A f t of Unilormity, (that i t is me ant but ot 
confent to ufe, &c) and the Commons rejeded it » 3 ; ] % 
able, and upon a meeting of both Houfes lattsHed the Urds by 
their Reafons, who acquiefced in the rej.aion of that Expoim-
on. And (hall we ftill itretch our fenfe againft the plain words, 
when the Parliament long after hath rejefted fuch an Expo-
fition ? . , . u 

Sir, i t is much more fefpecially about Separation; which your 
lines invite me to lay, and the cauferequireth", but 1 tear I have 
wronged you by prolixity already and much more by my free
dom of fpeech, which is from my inclination to fpeak of tn , n#s 
as they are, andMs truly joined with a very great refpect and 
honour of your felf, commanded by your excellent Book, and 
judicious peaceable ftile and temper. I reft, 

Tour unworthy Vellow-fervant, 

Jan.5.1672. (worthy to be Silenced), 

R I . BAXTER. 
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The fhort Anfwer to M r . Dodvaell\ long Letter , fully an-
fwered in my Treatife of £pifcc$acy. 

For tie Worthy and much Honoured Mr. Henry D o d w e l l , 
at T r i n i t y Col ledg titar D u b l i n in Ireland. 

Worthy Sir, 

I Thankfully received yours of 28 Pages, from the hand of 
Mr. Teate. That 1 may not be-again guilty of fuch haftinefs 

in writing as you take notice of, I premile this to acquaint you, 
That your warning, with my baekwardnefs to fuch work, and the 
multitude of Employments in which I am pre-engaged, (hall 
keep me a while from that error, and you from the trouble. 
And if I take not your concluding counfel to avoid both time-
r i ty and partiality in this Caufe, I {hall notorioufly contradict 
mine own intereft. I have ftudied the point as diligently as I 
fould , iliaoft thirty years longer than you have lived in the 
world,, ( i f the bearer of yours give me a true account of your 
age. J And yet I truly think i t very pofTible that one of fuch 
admirable parts and diligence as your feif, f evident in your great 
reading and accurate fhle) may know much more in half that 
time. But if I can know ray own thoughts, I havefludied with 
a defire whatever i t cod me', to know the truth. Ldare not fay, 
(Impartially) altogether. For I have flcfh and blood, and who 
can choofe but have a little partiality for that way which all his 
worldly intereft pleadeth for ? Could 1 have prdved Conformity 
lawful (not to have contained a Covenant againft the Church-
form, Church-cffices> and Church-difcip'ine of Chrifts Infatutt-
ons, and for u; holding that Church Ufurpation and Tyranny 
which began and.11:11 contmuetb the Divifions of the Chriftian 
W o r l d ; nor the deliberate MtriJerUl owing of the Perjury oi 
many thoufands* efrfc) I need not have undergone the common, 
[com and hatred that 1 have born, nor to have been deprived 01 
a\V.Mi$ifttrial1 maintenar.ee, ancj plenced for eleven years of that 
part of my life, which fhould have been molt fcrviceable (to ado 
a^raorejj my Reputation with thofe on the other extreme,, j 

http://maintenar.ee
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did voluntarily caft away, by oppofing them ('when I could as 
eafily have kept i t as moft I know) left i t fliould be any mare or 
tempting intereft to me. I allure you, That lhave not wanted This was 
bread, is a thing that I owe no thanks to any party for, either written 
Prelatifts, Presbyterians or Independents, &c I confefs I have o n g a g 0 , 

read what the Antiprelatijls fay, fuch as Bez,a, Gerfon, Bucer, 
Didoclav. Parker, Bains, Jacob, 'BlondeI, Salmafm, &c. But J 
have more diligently ftudied, fioce I was twenty years of age, the 
chiefeft on the other fide, Saravia, Bilfon, Downham, Hooker, 
Surges, Covel* Bridg, Bancroft, VVhitgift, Spalatenfis, and fmce 
Petavim, Hammond, and multitudes more. And I have now, as 
youdefired, read over all yours, that I might lee the end, before 
I paft my judgment on the beginning. But our apprehendons 
are various, as our preconceptions .are; I find that we are an 
foreftalled, and readied to learn of our felves, who are not al
ways the happieft Teachers of our felves> What we have firftilaid 
in , is usually made the ftandard of all that followeth ; and all 
n uft be reduced into a due Conformity and fubferviency to our 
former feniiments, You have (hewed great learning, ingenuity 
and piety, and in a very fluent ftile expreffed what was in your 
mind •, and made me umernber what one arfwereth him that 
laid, Hooker was yet unanfwered, viz.. Reduce what you would 
have aniwered, to Argument, and it will foonbedone. 1 find, 
that it had been much better to have laid nothing, than to have 
begun in fuch a manner of difpute, in which the further we go, 
the lefs we underftantl one another, and make each other moie-
ftation, infteadof edification : For plainly I find, that (though 
much may be learned out of fo rare a difcourfe as, you have 
vouchfakd me, yet ) i t doth very little at all to any difpatch 
of our preiciit controverfie, but might eafily deceive me by a-
vocation, i f I would forget what it is that I difpute about: For 
I perceive, i . That we agree not in our fenfe of the terms which 
we make ufe of : And from thence you infer fome great and 
dangerous errors in my judgment. 2. We agree leaft of all in 
common «r.d cbviou* matters of fatt, which are before our eyes, 
and trie things of which I have had almoft an Ages experience. 
3. 1 find, that a very great part, i f not the far greateft of all \ 
your, difcourfe, is written upon a mil-underftanding of my Words 
and judgment. Arftl if one were to-pubiifh fuch kind of W r i 
tings, how tireforae would it be to the Reader, (hould I fet down 

N 2 a par-
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a particular account of all your paffagcs that are hefides the que
stion* and all that proceed from (uch mifunderftanding ? I fpeak 
not by way of blaming you*, for we are not competent Judges 
of other mens actions, t i l l we know the Reafons of them : that 
may be laudable, which crofTeth our defires. Perhaps you had 
Reafons to pafs by the chief part of my explications of my fenfe, 
and of the matter of fact, and fay nothing to them: And per
haps you had Reafons when 1 had told you our Country-diftri-
bution of Acts of Government, into Legiflative, and Judicial, 
and Executive, to make ufe ft ill of the Equivocal word Decre
tory, and to underftand by it (as you faw caufej only the L?-
giflative power, and to leave out the Judicial, which was all that 
I controverted: I t may be you had Reafon, when I talk of a 
fingle, or Parochial Church, to fay, 1 fuppofed in i t but a fin-
gle Paftor : You are not accountable to me for fuch errors, be 
they never fo cauflefs jn my opinion. It may be you had Rea
fon to write againft the old Nonconforming that are in another 
world s and to think, that for the Names fake it concerned us: 
and to plead, that Conformity to all the prefent Covenants, and 
Oaths, and Subfcriptions, is necefTary , becaufe you could wifh 
the Difcipline more Regular, as i f we wefe to Subfcnbe to what 
is in your wifhcs. I t may be you had Reafon to fuppofe the 
Parifh-Priefts to have the Government of the People, even the pow
er of the Church-Keys (and yet fometimes to unfay it again j , 
without anfwtring my Proof to the contrary, when I take i t for 
the chief fuppofition that caufeth my Nonconformity : And to 
prove cooiouHv, that a B-.Oiop may govern a Dtocefs when ne 
hath a Governor under him in every Parifn, without anlwering 
rnv Proofs that he hath no Inch under him, but hath, quantum 
in fe half degraded thePresbyters. And when 1 faid, that Difci-
pline is not poffible under fuch Diocefans as are with us, you 
might have Reafon that 1 know not of, to leave out, as are win 
us and to prove it poffible with other Diocefans that have go
verning Presbyters under them. Perhaps you had Reafon to con
found the Convincing, Perfwafve, Declarative Power of ajudg, 
with that of a private man, and thence to raife the iuppofition 
which you raife. Perhaps you know fome Medium between cor 
poral force, and Mutos, proper to the Magiftrate, and Author-
tative perfwafion, and prevailing on the Cqpfcience by the re 
verence of Gods Laws, though I know none: And you were nor 
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bound to teach me what you know. Perhaps you had Reafon 
to think that I may Subfcribe, That no man in Three Kingdoms 
that hath Vowed i t , is bound to endeavour to alter our Church. 
Government by Lay-Chancellors, becaufe you defend it not, but 
wifh it altered : And i t may be you have Reafons unknown to 
me, that none but Irregular endeavours are there declaimed, 
and that our Lawgivers fpake univerfally, and would be inter
preted particularly with many luch like. But abfiondaa & 
fnpra nos , nihil ad ms - W h a t I may not pretend to un. 
derftand, I wili notprefume to cenfure, but only fay, i f 1 1 ™ ' 
oncapable of being informed by them. This l a m fatistKd ot , 
that my Schifmatical Principles take i ^ o Church^ommumon fuch 
as youj and thofe that are in knovvle g 
me, even the weakeft true Chriftians ^ ^ tolerated to be a 
terms, no man of my meafure of knowledg muft b: to e r a t € ^ D a 

Preacher,or /a Chriftian in Church-Coramuiuo > B ~ J ^ » ^ ^ 
Of Goal, or ibm. f « b pe^ ty -
Courtier to nuke him a eiinop, ne anu IUUI 
mourner iu awn r Gender when it con-
u ^ 
mand u l to do that which we account the - f ^nhumane per
jury, i f he think it to be but the renunciation of aa untewhrt 
Oath, aslunderftand you, we are Schifmatieks if we ob y him 
not. Whether in cafes of commanded blafphemy, and a I other 
crimes, we muft accordingly renounce our understandings, I know 
not. Though there be fomewhat of Irony in all this,, there is 
nothing hut what is confiftent with the high cftimation of your 
extraordinary worth. And I muft fay, that our different Edu
cations, 1 doubt not, is a great caufe of our different fentiments. 
Had I never been a Paftor, nor lived out of a Colledg , (ana 
had met with fuch a taking Orator) I might have thought as 
you do. And had you converft with as many Country-peopre 
as I have done, and fuch, I think you would have thought as 1 
do. M y great deceiver is Senfe and Experience. 1 amindmerj 
to look near me, in judging of prefent matters x>r fact: As it 
our Controverfie were, Whether one Schoolmafter can govern 
a thoufand Schools without any but Monitors under him, and 
Teachers that have no Government. And your way is from 
old Hiftories, to prove that fome body did fo 14OU years ago, 
or a thoufand, in fome places of the world, i f ftories deceive us 

r not 
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over us, who are f 0 g o o d " h f ^ ^ t h , e jWhop. that are 
i t , were if poffible l m < , o i t h m "° d o u b t w o u l c ) ° ° 
of God, that honeft n I ™%l ?*? * f o r 3 g ' " a t 

in t h e S L ? V P "r ° ' h t t l e l e a r B i n S h a v e t h « 
PI«USM« o 4 t ^ of t n t L d A g , 0 n ' W h i £ h t h e ft"dkd a ™ 
are not fo W t 7 & ? M t e 6 ^ X M , , 0 t o r e r c » ™ > though they 
•?<>, pardon and » r ™ A v « . a l n e w e a P ° « s as to anfwer them, 
that I have received vour r 0 " acknowledgment, 
fure ( i f I f 0 Ions l ive ! tn . , " e d T r a a a t e ' 1 t a k<= 'he lei-
fefe and e l p S i o L f T r e f t / 0 1 1 M f * " f ^ b , e t 0 ^ 

7 5 v r < w Servant, 
%JCH. 'BJXTMR. 

t h e ^ ^ n^ore , but want of timef and 
wordO deLed 1 S i 2 ( b e i ° § p U t b u t t o a n f w e r a m "lt i tude of 
we m sht talk i t o " t 0 ' a n d t h e n 1 t h ™ g h £ 

wcrnignt talk it out, which we oft tried to little purpofe His 

Wered in th i , ' a " d are fo fully an! 
tome , h « I I ^ W b i c h W O r t h V M f - C H - wrote 
AsTs I ful \ A£1 , n e ? d s . "o other anfwer •, fin ce published by me; 
D s J ^ S ^ ° n W r - ^ » h i m f e ! f ; ajainft 

J Co/>/*/ Mr. D o d w d J , M « r A f 2 . - i<5Sr. 

~ . „ . , . l c u , ,„, anu nnuitconlilt-ol thde(ourPoints: 1 Whe-
c z t ^ 7 r ? ! y ° u , w i t i l Popery, or at ieaft, do not vindi-

^ ' ° a c C u f e d ' 2 Y o u r "afons.againft anfwering 
r Z „ v m e ' ?' Y o u r d e f i i e t 0 k n o « "rms of con-. 
I O I L . 4. Kourperiwading me to give over Preaching. Left words 

be 


