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VII I . Your doubt about mens power to change Chrifls fitted 
form of Church-government, is but a confequent of your nr i t , of 
mens abColute paver. . , ^ , , c 

But i . i f they change Gods Laws, or mihtuted Church-forms 
or Government, may they not change their own ? And it io, 
there is fome hope of a Reformation. But why then did the Ca
nons of 1640. in the Et cater a Oath, fwear the Clergy never to 
confint to change? And why are we now to fwear in the Ox

ford Oath,That we w i l l o w endeavour any alteration of Church-
Government ( tho ' the keys be in the power o f Lay -Chancel
lors, and tho' the King may command us to endeavour i t ) mult 
the Nation or Clergy fwear never ( i n their own places) to en
deavour any alteration of the Biflwps Institutions (as you tak e 
them), and yet may the Bifhops alter the very Form of G -
vernment, and Churches made by our Univerfal King ? 

%. What an uncertain mutable thing may Chrifts Laws or 
Church-Government prove, while mutable men may-change 
it at their pleafure. 

3. To-what purpofe is Antiquity and Tradition Co much 
pleaded • by Hierarchical Divines, as i f that were the Teft to 
know the right Government and Church, i f theBifliops may 
alter i t ? 

4- I f thus much of Chrifts Laws and In'ftitutions may be 
altered by Prelates, how mail we be fure that all the reft 
is not alfo at their w i l l and mercy? or which is it that they 
may alter, and which not ? , . , 

5. Doth not this fet man fo far above God, or equal with 
him , as wi l l ftill tempt men to think that more are Anti-
chriftian than the Pope ? I f you fay that it is by Gods own 
grant, I wait for your proof, that God granteth power to 
any man above his Laws: Thofe that he made but Local or 
Temporary himfelf, are not abrogated or changed by man where 
they bind no t ; for they never bpund any but their proper fiu> 
je&s, e.g. The Jewi[h Laws, as fucb, never bound the Gentile 
World j and the" command of warning feet, bound only thefe 
Where the ule of going bare-leg'd with Sandals in a hot Coun-

V •- try, 
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try, made it an office of kindnefs • and fo of other Temporary 
precepts, .... . .. '*/-T.' " « 

6. How contrary, is this to the common Chriftian Doctrine, 
that we muft obey none that command us to fin againft God ? 
For by the firft alfertion, and this, it feemeth that it cannot be 
a fin which theBifhops command. 

7- 1 P ray you put in an exception for the Power and Lives of 
Kings, and the Laws of the Land, and the Property and Liber
ty of the Subjects • and one word for the Proteftant Religion. 
FOr we Engltjh-men think God to be greater than the King, or 
St. Patrick ; and Gods Laws to be firmer than the Statutes of 
King and Parliament. And yet I doubt that the King and fome . 
Parliament wi l l be angry i f you do but fay that the Bifliops by 
confent may change their Statutes, or lawful Officers and Pow
ers ; And Bifliops, i f you fay that Epilcopacy may be chan
ged. 

IX . Baptifm,a$ fuch, cntereth not the Baptized into any parti
cular Church, but only into the Vniverfal, headed by Chrift 
yet a man may at the fame time be entered into the Vniverfal, 
and into a particular Qiurch , but that is by a double confent, 
and not by Baptifm as fuch. In this I know none that agree 
with you but fome few of the Independents in New-England, and 
fome of the Papifts. I confefs TeUarmine faith, That by Bap
tifm we are virtually obliged to the Pope, being baptized by a 
Mif l i f t ry , and into a Church, of which he is the Head. But 
the contrary is proved, 

!. From the exprefs form of the Baptifmal Covenant, which 
only tyeth us to Ghrift and his Uniyerfal Church, and maketh us-
Chriftians. But to be a Chriftian dedicated to the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft, is one thing, and to be a part of the Paftoral 
Charge of A, B. or N.N is another thing. 

• 2, What particular Church was the Eunuch, t ^ f S J . bap
tized into ? Not that of Jerujalem, for he was going from i t , 
never like to fee i t more. Not that in Ethiopia, for there was 
none t i l l he began i t . I f you fay, of Philips Church: i , I pray 
you, where was that ? 2, And how prove you i t ? 3. Specially 



if i t was Philip the Deacon that had no Church, being n© 
Bifhop. u » 

. j . May not men be baptized in Turkey, or among other In
fidels, or Indians, where there is no Church? And is the nrlt 
baptized man among them, a Church himfelf? Pad thanke h 
God that he baptized no more of the Connthtans, left they fhomd 
think that he baptized into his own name And doth every 
Baptizcr baptize to himfelf, or to his BiOiop ? A man may bap
tize out of all Diocefles, or in another's. 

X. As to your next Affertion, I grant, that when a BiOiop or 
a beggar fpeaketh the Commands of God, and a King ipeaketh 
againft i t , we muft follow that Bifhop or beggar, rather than 
the K i n g , becaufe this is but obeying God before men. But 
(bppofing that i t is a thing indifferent, and but circa facra, and 
not a proper part of the Agent Paflors Office, I confefs to you, I 
will obey the King before the Bifliop. 

1. Becauie i t is a thing that is under the Power of the King 
to command ; and i f fo , the King is the Supreme, and not the 
Bifhop. 

2. Biftiops themfelves are Subjeas of the King, and owe him 
obedience. Therefore rule not over or before him in matters be
longing to his Office, 

3. Bifhops are chofen by the King, ( for I fuppofe no man 
takes the Dean and Chapters choice for more than a Ceremony, 
that knoweth i t ) j i f the King command me to Preach at one 
hour, or one place, and the Biftiop at another , or to ufe for 
Uniformity luch a Tranflation, Metre, Liturgy, Utenfils, Gar
ments, &c and the Biftiops others, I will obey the King be
fore the Bilhop. But i f cither or both command me to fin, I 
will obey neither fo j and if they would take me off from that 
which Chrift hath made a real part of my own Office fas com
manding that \ (hall preach and pray in no words but fuch as 
they prefcribe,&c.) I think neither hath power to do this. 

But Bimop Bilfon of Cbriftian Obedience, and bifho^ Andrews in 
his Tortttra Toetit, and Buckeridg of Rochefier, and Grotim de 
tnprrio fum. Potefi. circa Sacra, have faid fo much of the power 

V 2 of 
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of ,Kings about . Religion, as that I think I need not add any 
more. . r ' i 

And by the fame Arguments that you will abfolve me from 
obeying i f the King forbid me to Preach, by the fame you 
aXoIve, i f the Bifrwp forbid me." I f I may difobey Ccnflantim and 
VaUm, I may difobey Enfebiw Nkomed. Theognis Maris, h I may 
dilobey Theodofim junior, zsfnaftafws, Zeno^ Jnfitnian, I ™Y 
dilobey ?etrus Moggus, Diofcorusy Severus, &c But you will 
much cro:S your tnds i f you tell rhe Londoners that they may 
preach and worfhip God though th§ King forbid them, but not at 
all if the Bsfliop forbid them. For he that cxalteth himfelf, or is 
iimully exalted by others, (hall be brought low. I f the reverence o f 
the King were not greater in England than of the Bifhops, the 
confeiences of many thoufands would flick but little atdifobedience. 
There are fb many cafes M t o be refotved. As, 

1. Whether fuch Diocefans depofing all Parochial Churches 
fand Bifhops) and reducing them toChappels or parts only of a 
Church, be not againft Chrifts Law ? 

2. AVhether they defiroy not the ancient order o f particnlar 
Churches (Bifhops) and Difcipline ? 

g. Who made their office, and by what power > 
4 Whochofe andcalled them to it ? 
5. Whether their Commands be not null, as contrary to Gods ? 
6, How far Communion with them that filence hundreds of 

faithful Minifters, and fet up in their ftead &c-. is lawful ? 
Many fuch queftions the people are not fo eafily fatisfied in, as you 
are, 

X I . ' And the three laft all fet together, look with an ill defign : 
The Preface to Dr . Rich. Coufms Tables, tells the Kmg, That the 
Church-Government here is the Kings, or derived from him, and 
dependant on him*, and Grains de Imperio [unvoteft. proveth at 
large the Power of Kings circa facra? as doth Spdatenjis, and ma
ny more^ and that Canons are but good counfel, ti l l the Ktng 
make them Laws* And we know no Law makers but the King and 
Parliament. But i f the Church be the Expounders of the Liturgy* 
Rufwick and Canpns, Articles and -Afts' of U n i f o r m i t y , - ^ o u * 

•* ot. 
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of Gonvocation-time, the Biffiops be # £ > f 
bilhopsbethe Ruler s of the B ! * p P S U is h> the power of the them)this hatha dangerous afpeftiFor then » • m the power,) ,pe 

B l (ho ;ps ( ,f not of the * f S J E « ^ i S » ! • & 

devifmg, may have advantage by this a n d l l * torme 
deftro/Godhne^ Chr i f t -m V ^ ' ^ A ^ i s r o a d e the Ex-

Indeed by the Preface to the ^ tu rgy , r ( h e 

pounder of any thing doubtfu I « , r f».Book . ^ h t e t h 

A f t of Uniformity is made part ot tne r> 

K ; k S S S S » all the Penalties and Impofilions of 

A { ^ t Bi(ho P , Expofnion isHmited,fo that i t muft be con-
trary to nothing in the B o o ! { ; , f JefirHaiw Cmfcrimc. Thus 1 have g.ven you therealons o y J £ n £ e r ^ 

I f lhadbeenw.thyou, and we haao c n d t , a v o u r e d to a-

pure that t ^ « V ° £ " f ^ i U S i By ambiguous words: 
void the common fruftratersof Dtlpu!;« ^ J . f * d £ f 1 K a n y 

2. And fubjefts that are no fubjefts. 1 nemo , 
fuch difpute: 

Awn xmur ftnfe of fome terms 
li 1 intreat you to write ^ ' f " " ^ t h e like of any at your 

which we fhall frequently ufe, (»d I * K J f c # 2 > B y 3 

dt f i re ) : As what you mean, j .JBv tne ^ w ^ 
Cfc«rcfc. it By a F r " « ^ ^ f „ 7 ^ , „ ^ 6. Bv the Vmverfd 

a found of words. . 

[ I , t h a t t h « * » * W of f Q^ionmay-notbe ta . 

k w f o r granted, infead ° < ^ s ^ o n L a w s of D i c t a t i o n , 
On thefe terms f f o w o f o g ^ c ° n 7 d e t e r ! n i n : i t e f e n f c ; 1 ffiaU 

tfpecially avoiding words that nave no « " n o t 
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n o t refufe whenever you invite roe \ and I am able to debate with 
you any of thefe points that I am concerned in efpecially, whether 
m L V A C t n g C h r i f t s G o f f s l M 1 d o > h my fi»> » *>J **y * And i f our 
great diftance in Principles put either of us upon reaions that feem 

t h ? t ° i t l T S t 0 t H e P e r f o n ° P P ° f e d ' w c A>*»I hope remember 
opinion is the ° n I y t h a t ¥ i r e a I y i n t e n d e d " B u * h a t the faid 
ownrol ? e r f o n s * h be bad, is a diflionouf, which the 
n ^ S M

f

8 U I , t y ° f l a n d , t h e 0 P P ° n e n t cannot help j who muft 
n o u o Z n ° w ° P e n thu e v i l

 ft

of < h e «« f t» ^ r avoiding the difho-
^ E i ^ i n h ° p e t h a t t h e 

Ifuppofei i s e v T r ' W f T h l u n d c r f t a n d e t h truly what it is. For * luppoie it is evidence of Truth that we dtfire. 

J t l C ° f

n c M o n l remember I pray you, 1. That i t is not the and-
cnt hpiicopacy (which was in Cyprians days s vea, which agreeth 
wn&ptpbatttHes Intimations, and Petavius excellent Notes there-
on, m Harefi 69.) which I deny. And I conjeaure that at this day 
in England there are more Epifcopal than Presbyterian filcnced Non-
con for mi ft s. 

2. That what fort of Prelacy or higher Rulers I dare not fab-
kribe to, yet 1 can live quietly and fubmiffively under, though not 
obey them by finning again(1 God, or breaking my Vows of Bap-
tiim or Ordination, and perfidioufly leaving fouls to Satan. Nothing 
more threatened the fubverfion of the Church-Government than 
lwearingroen to approve of all that's in i t . Many can fubrait and 
live in peace, that dare not fubferibe or fwear Approbation. I t was 
the & xttera Oath 1640, that conftrained me to thofe fearches 
which made me a 'Njuconformifl. Iris an eafie matter for Overdoers 
to add but aclauie or two more to their Oaths and Sublcriptions, 
which (hall make almoft all the confcionable Minifters of the King
dom Nonconformifts, 

l. Whenever notorious neceffity ceafeth by the fufficient num
ber and quality of Conforming Preachers, I wili ceafe Preaching in 
England, (But death is liker firft to filence me.) 

Though I take my Conforming to be a Complex of heinous fins, 
fhould 
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fhould I be guilty of i t \ yet t i l l 1 am called, 1 perfwade none to 
Nonformity for fear of carting them (occasionally,) out of the M i -
niftry, preferring their work before the change of their judgment 
t i l l fuch endeavours are clearly made by duty.) But all your en-
deavour, as far as ever I perceived,is not fo much to draw us to Con
formity, as to perfuade us to give over Preaching Chrifts Gofpel* 
fo contrary are ourdefigns. iThefi. 15,16. Methinks is a fear
ful Text. And fo are the words of the Liturgy before the Sacra
ment, If any of yon be a tenderer of Gods Word—npent-~~or 
take not this Sacrament, left Satan enter into yon, at he dtdtnto 
Judas, and fill yon, &c. 

F I N I S. 
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A b o u t t h e E f f e n c e o f t h e U n i v e r s a l , N a t i -
onal and Tingle Church, and the nature o f Schilm, 
and the terms o f C h r i f t i a n Concord. As alfo or my 
D i f f e n t f r o m the French, f r o m Bithop Gunning and 
his Chaplain D r . Saywelt, M r . Thorndikh B i f r o p Bram-

'haU, Bi thop Sparrow, M r . DodmIl,r&c on the fame 
Subject. 

By RICH. B A X T E R , not as their Accufer, but a 
Defender of hirafelf and the Proteftants againft other mens 
Accusations, who call for the Execution of the Laws againft Us. 

L O N D O N , 

Printed for Tha. Parkharft^t the Bible and Three Crowns in Che»f> 
fide, near Mercers-Chappel, 1681, 
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Sberlocfa h i s DoBrine, Accufatiom a n d 

Argumentation, & c . 

C H A P . i -

the Hifloricul Proem. 

~S £ C T» ^ • 

W H E N Mr- D*** h a d P u b J i f h e d 

LeVters o me, with his Reply to my Con-
K n of his Schifmatical B o o j O J J 
g U f e t h n o t o n l , j * ; Churches M.mftry, 
t t o n T f X ' a iorm7d TranJarioe Chrifti-

a „ s , h u t ) a s I thinklhaveproved.of all, ^ ^ S K X 
World J , I thought i t n j " . a * . r" ^ L e t t e r s which I had fent to 
of Chriftian charity, to publifh alio the Letters w 
him, f the la f l of which came not to his Jhands^ecaule h e y asgo 
into the C o u n t r y a n d with them my Conf iden t™.of to Kepiy. 
But wearinefs of dealing with this fart of men. made me ft 
by about a quarter of a year, and then \ » U t i t g 0 ' 
b'yinfulting and joining in the decei , pertadrd m B 

forth. His words are Pag. 457- - f " Mr. B, */W »« 

J& 1 fhall bear With thankfulnefs, i f i t be r r r * t jfcewriand 
me. M y foul would rcjo.ce by <uch a discovery to a.-k « 

pubUck recantation. But i f that which muft fhame me, be he. 
dangerous deceit,notorioufiy tending to the extirpation of Churchy 
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Dlfcipline, and to the deftruaionof Chriftian Love and Concord, 
and to engage their Church in the Prefecuting and defiroying of 
the faithful Servants of Chrift, I muft expea to bear more from 
iuch men than bafHing and (hame. 

*k 2 T n c firftQucftion which we are concerned in with this fort 
ot ^n,i$yWhether Noncovformifts dsferve to be forbidden to Preach 
the (jojpel, and to be Excommunicated ipfo-faao, and to be fined 
201. and 40 I . a Sermon, and iaid in the Common Gaol with Rogues, 
Jromfix months to fix months, till they die / 

The feeonc! Queition is, Whether their not Conforming to all the 
Covenants Oaths, DecUrations,Subfcription and Pratlices impofed 
on them, be a crime deferring this, (with their not ceafm? to Preach 
the Gofpel)? J & 

The third Quezon is, Whether it would not be fin (yea hainous 
jmjtn them fo to Conform and ceafe Preachings' 

f 5. Thefe be the cafes that we have to difpute. We ftill difclairo 
accufing ethers. We only think we are bound (not refitting any of 
their force)to deny falfe Accufations, and give a reafon of what 
we do, and why we fuffer,rather than againft our Confidences obey 
them. And this we forbore more than feven and feven years,left we 
thould exafperate them, while they continued to perfuade the 
world f yea our Superiors,) that we took not the matters of Con
formity for any fin, but for inconveniences. They fpoke this, they 
preacht i t , they wrote i t . We wondered, thinking formerly that 
share were no men called Proteftent Divines that would do this in 
the open light of the Sun, againft the vifible evidence of our W r i 
tings, and againft our open Deputations with them, Petitions to 
them, our Froteftations, our practices and our fufferings i but we 
•rould not deny their fatl, though they denied ours. We now faw 
there were fuch men, and with whom we had to do ; we gave over 
wondering at fuch as Tympius, Bolfek^, &c. They continued to 
snake our Rulers believe that we kept up a dangerous Schifm in the 
Church, againft that which we took to be no fin, meeriy to make 
good what we had faid and done,and to avoid repenting Theyealled 
©utinPrefs and Pulpit for the Execution of the Laws againft us, as 
i f our Suffering were yet too light. Our Rulers askt us, What we 
fiac\ai, andwhat we would have ? And when yet we durft not tell 
them, they publilhed us obfiinate'm adhering a baffled cavfi, when 
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we had nothing to fay for i t . And at laft told us ^ i B o w % ^ 
riors thought of us for i t , and rhreatnec *° J*"™*™™*? 
pel us to give in our Reafons of Nonconforms^ Would not an in-
different oerfon think all this was a sufficient call and warrant or us 
to fpeak ? But we knew theythat called | t f i t could not heai i t . 

M i drew up fir ft a Catalog!* of the matter,, 
r e l i e f our Nonconformity , hut on perufal / ^ M ^ 
takeitforanaccufation of thcm,an:: could I f f ^ W J a l t t 
up all our cafe by way of Querfcto engage their mgrimWfc 
But when it wasdone,l faw it made their caufe fo n *k G, tha they 
could not bear it. 1 wrote a full Treatife of fy&pacy as thereafon 
of cur not fwearing or fubferibing to them, and our qot becoming 
thePurgatorsof all the thoufands that hadfworn i t , for not en
deavouring (by lawful means in their places ana callings; any i t e 
ration of the Government of the Church. 1 thought this alone was 
reafon enough why we ffiould rather die than conform, but 1 catt 
all thefe bv,as perceiving that mens impatience would turn i t by ex-
afperation, to the increafe of their wrath, and of our reproach and 
fuffering-, where Satan hath once got ftrong worldly tnttrej* on nis 
fide, he hath with multitudes feveo of men calleo Reverend and 
Learned) done half his work, and virtually armed triem againtt the 
cleared evidence of truth, and ereaed a Fort which neither plain 
Scripture or reafon, or the common experience of the world, can 
batter, t i l l God will do i t . But this laft Treatife (of Eptfcopacy) 
M r . Dodwell hzth fmce drawn out. 

f 5, When my Confcience would endure my filence no longer, 
againft the will of my advifers, I confefs,} ventured nakedly to tell 
thofe thatfo car neftly .called for i t , what i t is that we durft not do t 

' Intending i f they bore with tbat,to give them our Reafons or Argu
ments after. But the thing that I feared was the confequent ; they 
thought while we named lb many hainous crimes which we feared 
and avoided, that it intimated that they were guilty o. them, and 
fo we made them ?er\Hred, Perfidious, Perfecting Vvhams y and the 
tempeft of their wrath did prcfently affault us With multiplied accu-
fations. And when in any writing we tell them of their Errors, in 
faife Accufations, or faltc Doarine, or falie frftory they tei| us 
that we rdl and revite them \ and to msnifeft any ol their untruths, 
©rabufes,or fallacies in arguing,is an intolerable crime^othing hut 

psfllORj 
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ffaffion,rage Jfury,if not rebellion or fedition,(by fuch an inference as 
IN* Bifiop, no King} or a much worfe. Thus we are fallen into 
mens hands that wilt neither endure us to be filent, nor after 16 or 
17 years fiknce and provocation to fpeak,and profefs as Dr . Sttliwg-

fleet, that they gave w not the leafl provocation. I have laid all tnis 
before; but there is no undemanding any Controvcrfie without 
remembering the matter of feft, and the date of the.queftion. 

f 6 , 1 doubted whether I fhould name this accufing-defender, 
becaufe he doth not name himfelf. But uncontrouled fame faying it 
is Dr. Sherlock and it being ufeful to know with whom we have 
to do,I name him only as famed to be the Author, which i f he deny, 
I will not affirm. 

6,7. As to his Book, i t loudly tells the world, That fuch Confor-
mifts, and the Nonconformity are agreed, that the Devils great de-
fign againft Chriftianity and mens Salvation, is to turn Ghnfts own 
Offices and Ordinancs, Miniftry and Preaching, againft himiel t,.ana 
to do his deftruftive work in the name of Chrift,and as by his autno 
r i ty . And that i t is the Clergy thai are become the great dividers 
and danger of the Church, and the grand hinderers of Chriftian 
W e , peace and concord, and confequently th<^ danger ofKings 
M J o n i . . I f one fide think fo of them, A - ^ o f K a r f 
many fuch another, tell us, that they think fo of other.. That^he 
Clergy are the great danger of the Land and Church we are a 
greed A l l the queftion is, Who of them it is, whether this party, 
or that, or both ? 

6 8. One fide faith i t is the Puritans, the other that it is the 
Parliamentarians; now'they go by the W ^ * * ^ ' ^ 
Tories. What Whins are,I know not, nor whence fo called , but I 

m T r e k is the PR IG'S Prtde the father, and Ignorance the mo
ther b t h e f e c of worldly carnal inter eft, that beget the mahgnant 
tnerby tneiecu -u w 7 threatens Church and State, 
contention, divifton and cruelty wat JUT*** > 
1 never yet to my remembrance met ^ ^ j ^ 1 ^ d * 
ding contender," but he was a man very I G N ° ^ T %}he ™* 
t e r f aSout which he railed ftrife; and for an ' G M * f ^ b ? £ 
rage and be confident in error, and think that all deferve to b* ex 
communicate, fileneed, laid in"Prifons, .or ruined, that are not oi 
h t mind, or do oppofe him, muft needs be a hamous overvaluing 
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of himfelf, which is PRIDE. And yet i f you do but -difcovtt their 
IGNORANCE, be i t never fo grofs, or tell them of any ot their 
error orfir i , the difcovery muft prove that it's yea that are '™**». 
and they are half juftified by the very naming their (in. A00 the 
Devil hath got a crafty trick to draw them into fia of lo odicm a 
nature, that he fiiall feem to rail that doth but name it to the gun ty. 
Let a man filence never fo many faithful Minifters, or write the 
moft palpable untruths, againft th.ro, he raileth that would have 
him repent, or tells him of lying or perfecution. . 

And what but a worldly carnal intereft could be fruitful feed tor 
fuch an offspring? whatever fheeps-clothing they wear, trie grie
vous wolves mentioned, <y4cl. 20. are they that make merchandise 
of fouls. And whatever plaufible confident Volumes they may write, 
and Pulpit-exclamations they may ufe, or what paint foever they 
may put on the worft caufe, i t is they that ferve not Chrift,but their 
own bellies, whoby goodwords and fair fpeeches deceive the hearts of 
t h e R o m . 16. 16, 17. Methinks 1 fee the P.aure of St. Pa/d, 
and of ^Diotrephes, or a Pope before me the latter gnafhing his 
teeth at all that obey him not,and oppofe his worldly grandure and 
dominion, and crying, <Away with him, crucifie him. Away with 
fuch a fellow it is not f t that he fhouldhve; away, with thjjepre-
tife Schifmaticks, Heretic^, <Ph*naticks, to the Gaol, to the Stake, 
or Gallows? The other faying as PhiU%. 18,19- / tell you weeping, 
they are enemies to the Crofs ofChrift, whofe God is their belly, who 
glory in their fhame, who mind earthly things: But our converfatten 
is in Heaven. . . . , 

Yea, methinks 1 fee the different cafe of the Twelve,before the 
Spirit came down on them and after, before (Luk 2 2.) they are 
driving which fhould be greater** and even Peter,M*t. 16. dif-
fuadeth Chrift from fuffering, and perfuadeth him to favour hira-
felf and efcape, t i l l Chrift fay, get thee behind me Satan, thou fa-
vottreft not the things that be of God, but thofe that be of men. But 
after they became the fervants of all, and feek their honour and 
reward in humility, and doing good to all, glorying with Taul in 
his infirmities, and becoming all things to all men, and not accoun
ting their lives dear, that they may fmifti their courie with joy. 

9. I intreat all Gods Servants that love his Churches peace 
and fafety,to pray earneftly to God to difcover to us, who they are 
that zuxh&Preud,ig«9rantwrldly,fieflly men that are the Chur-

che§ 
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fhes plague or clanger j and that i f i t be I , and fuch as I , i t may 
not be unknown to us, and we may not live or die impenitent. For 
though the Vindicator in excufe of the Peccavimm of the mutable 
Bifliops, by refkaion fuppofe me an enemy to repentance, either 
he (whom I never faw) knows me much better than I know my felf, 
or elfe I ftudy, pray and long for a true information and conviclion, 
which may bring me to the moft open peccavi or confefHon. I am 
certain that I am ignorant, yea fo ignorant, that I am tempted to 
doubt of my own apprehenfions when from the matter I fee no 
caufe of doubting; but lean truly fay, That though in hade.I be 
too negkaive of words and circumftantials, I have determined of 
few fubftantialcaufesof/any great concern without many years t r i 
al, as diligent and impartial as I can ufe j forty-three years have I 
now ftudied the old Conformity, and nineteen the n e w a n d I can 
truly fay that I take Pride efpecially of our Kmwledg or Goodnefs, 
to be fo mad or Diabolical a fin in one that hath fo vile and pain
ful a body as I , fo dark an underftanding, and fo bad a heart, that 
fo far as I am proud, I am moft unexcufabJe *, and I am Cure i t is 
conjuna with conftant felf vilifying, and roens contempt doth feero 
no very unjuft or ofFenfive thing to me, when i t refleas not on the 
truth and caufe of God. 

to . The Author that I am now to anfwer,is pleafed oft to re-
flea on the Dtttrine of the Nonconformifis, as i f they Preached a-
gainft Truth and Peace*, and yet I find not that he£rovethit h nor 
that they have been thefe nineteen years accufed upon proof before 
any Judicature of any more i l l Doarine than the chief of tfieir 
accufers. For my own part, I fhould think that the publifliing of 
my Doarine in near Eighty Books (of which three in Folio,) might 
allow me to fay, that in fecret have I faidnothing: Jsk. my writings 
What 1 hold, If they fay, It is Here fie, let them prove i t . I f they 
fay, Difloyalty, \rt them read my fecond Pita for Peace, and I 
wil l take i t thankfully to lee my error. But i f in malice they will 
rake into that which is twenty years revoked, and yet call for Re~ 
fractions, or talk lalfly of matters of fat}, and times, and things, 
and perfons which they knew not, let them take their courfe. 

11. But fuppofing that fame is true which makes this Accufer 
of our Doarine to be Dr. Sherlocke, I will fir ft tell the world what 
tranfaclions about fuch matters I have had with him, and defire to 

be 
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be reproved i f I have dealt uncharitably or uncivilly,or erroneouily 
With him. 

I t is not long ago fince he came to me at sAtlon (where I lived 
when filenced and ejected ), as ieemed to me in the garb of a young 
roan not fixed in his refolutions to conform, ( and therefore I 
thought not yet Ordained), and he told me, That he came to hear 
vrhat J had to fay againft Conformity ? I asked him, Why he atkt me 
the queftion ? and whether hi were in any doubt t and if Jo, of what / 
He would give me no anfwer to any of this, But he would know what 
1 had to-fay againft Conformity ? 1 told him I did not ufe to teli men 
what I bad to fay, I knew not why, nor without cogent reafon to 
feek to make others of my mine*. I thought him a relblved defign-
* n § sggreiTor, and imagined ti at his honeft father had made him 
content to come firft to hear w! it I could fay, and that he ufed this 
way of his own to feeure his ends. But forefeeing that he was like 
to go home and fay Mr . Baxter had nothing to fay againft Conformi
ty % I told him why 1 could not own the EngUfh State or Prelacy,as 
unavoidably cafting out the Difcipline of Chrift. He told me, That 
he was of Dr . Stillwgfieet'i judgment in his lrenicon, that faith, No 

form of Church-Government is of Divine Inftitution. 1 thought i t 
ftrange that he that thought fo, could yet fubfcribe to what is faid 
of the three Orders from the zApoftles time in the Booi\ of Ordina
tion. But now how far is this man changed / I allow him to be wi -
(er fince he writes himfelf D. D. and wifh I could have learnt in 43 
years as much as he thinks he hath done fince then. 

f 12. After this he publifhed a famous Book againft the fuppo-
fed dangerous Doctrines of fome about Imputation of Chrifts Righ-
teoufnefs, and againft mens pretending to acquaintance and marri
age with Chrift, and many fuch things. A friend of his defired me 
to write my judgment of i t , I told him, I had rather tell it the Au» 
thor fecretly alone. He vouchfafed to come to me. I prefumed to 
tell him how he had made odious fome unapt words of a few others, 
with words fo much worfe of his own, as feemed to import no lefs 
than a denial of our belief in God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft j 
but hoping he meant better than he fpake, advifed him by explicati
on or retraction to prevent the confequents j and the next day 
wrote to him this Letter following. 

Y C H A P . 
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To the Reverend Mr, Sherlock. 

s i n , 

TH E freedom which you offered me, encouragetb me thus to 
tell you more diftinaiy than I could then do in hafte, what 

objections againft your Book I think you will be concerned to give 
the world fatisfaftion in. 

1. I t will be thought in thefe diftra&ed times of divifion,to be 
notorioufly factious to widen the breach, and to hinder the recon
ciliation of minds. And upon my knowledg fome on one fide are 
tempted by i t to think the hardlier of the Conformiftsj and per
form of honour on the other fide that have read i t , and underftand 
mt the Controverfie, think odioufly of the Nonconformifis as fools 
osHeretick*. Either you would have our divifions healed or not: 
i f not If yea, then either by reconciliation, or by the extirpati
on of the Nonconformifis. I f thefirft , you would quench the fire 
witrroiK I f the latter> you are worfe than an unskilful Chyrurgeon. 

2. You feem to lay a fnare, to infinuate that againft the Noncon-
formifis which you durft not exprefly charge them withjand fecretly 
to perfwade the Reader, that i t is them that you mean throughout. 
For you plainly oft intimate that i t is fome party, and more than 
thofe you name, and you make them to be thofe who have fpoken 
againft me (which few of thofe whom you name have done. J And 
at the fame time cometh out the Sober Inquiry into the reafons of 
ike Nonconformifis efteem, &c. a Book of the fame fpirit and ftrain, 
charging the Nonconformifis with the fame things, as the Friendly 
Debate alfo hath done. Whereas, for ought I know, ten to one of 
the Nonconfermifts ( i f not f o r t y } are of my mind in the point in 
Controverfie and only a few of the Independents, and a very few 
others,not well ftudied in the matter, are of their mind whom you 
appefe, And it's common with the Presbyterian and Epifcopal Non
confermifts to lay, that a few of the old Independents by their over
much heat againft ArminUnifm under pretence of exalting free 
grace** and by their unhappy wording of their Savy-Ar

ticle; 



C 163 3 
tide of Juftification, have injured the truth and common caufe. 

i> You feem exceeding partial in your charge,in naming four or 
five Nonconformists as the proper defenders of that Doanne which 
the far greateft part of all the Proteftant Churches have long 
held. 

4. Youleem too bold and baifli1 an accufer of all t ^ Prote-
Hants under the names of font or fivemen? The woIdknoweth 
that the Lmhtrtn Churches, even thofe that m other things fay as 
t h e ^ i ^ d o . a l m o f t u n a n i a o u a y hold that Doftrme of lm 
Puted Righteoufnefs which you cppofe. And tha , moflaU^oe 
tohMjffwt the feme way ti l l ' ' f Con.roverfie abo.t t « . f t « 
and p a L e righteoufnefs managed by 
3 W , and the reft, put a ftop to u And 

f h 6 p M S - m PO the fa^e way. And that almoftall our Vo-the P«p,p) feem to go the lame v. ay « D i _ luminous Controverfies againft ̂ r o , w r t y g 

i ^ ' r U I ' h ' l ' t t e r Z i eHn W « « w e r e againft him ; an* 
TCM S ^ t o " ^ Traflate for Reconciliation, and 
Mr r ^ l t o i n i m a n y writings defended the found" way, even a. 
^ g ^ o S s , t h e m o f t d i f f e n t e d . And wher> M » 
ro feupfor the fame caufe, the greater f a r t feemed to be againft 
him. And when about twenty Hve years ago 1 dec ared my felf for 
that middle way in the point, which 2 « < J > W and Gr.um <U St-
S had opened, many Conformifts as weU as others were agamft 
me* why did you not then plainly tell yourReader.that i t .s of 0 d 
and of late almoft all the Proteftants that you accufe with to 

4l7fem to injure the prefent Proteftants by rendring them 
to the P-p<^ (who join with you in this charge) "ore erroneous 
and more divided than they are. For we all offer to fubfcribe, the 
fame Articles of Religion; and therefore his Majefty in his Declara-
tion about Ecclcfiaftical affairs, proclaimed his o.ip eafure aga nit 
Doctor BHretfi his Book (for that was i t meant) f o « - P r ' " ™ m g 
that wedifttr in Doarine. And now you would make the world 
believe that we are fo different therein, as to be m a manner of two 

tf8You manage not the real Controverfte in any fuch method, 
as Controverfies are managed by all learned men, or as may proht 
and fati>Se the Reader that would know the truth. You (hould 

y 2 nave 



•nave Itated the Queftions accufate1y,whkh you would difpute, and 
nave wefl opened the terms, and have given us your Arguments 
clearly, and anfwered theirs • whereas he that readeth your Book 
ircm entl to end, will not eafily find what is the true Controverfie, 
much Ids orderly and accurately dated. And the Arguments of 
theD.fiTrnters aremoftly paflfed by, and Arguments of your own 
are hard'y to be perceived. But inftead of all this, mens words 
which found not well, are recited, and they will fay that a fuperdli-
Sous continued ftjjc of icorn, doih pafs for argument or confutati
on, indeed all that you had to do was to have opened in what fenfe 
Ghrifts Righteoufnefs is or is not imputed to us. i\ nd the fum of ail 
the Controverfie is but this, Whether Chrift fulfilled the Law and 
fuflfered, (not only thereby to merit all that Pardon, Juftification, 
Adoption, Spirit and Glory, which is given by the new Covenant 
as you and 1 hold •, but alfo) in the per [on of each elefted finner, m 
fenfu /^<i/*,(though not in his natural perfon) fo that we are juftifi-
ed by the Law of innocency, andits works, which fa i th ,©^ perfect
ly and live, as having fulfilled it all in and by Chrift.? This you and 
I deny. And how much otherwife doth Watton dereconcil Brad-
Jhaw, Gataker, John Goodwin, difpute this, than you do as to the 
mode ? To come out after fuch Learned Difputations, and think 
that the contemptuous reciting of four mens words fhould do the 
hyfiaefs, wil l not convince Diffenters. 

7. They will call i t livor or malignity, that you fall upon that 
which is blamelefs with the reft what error or harm is in Mr . Vin-
cents words, when St. Paul hath much the like, I have efpoufed yo& 
to one hmband; and the Prophet, Thy maker is thy husbands' Flow 
did Mr.Watfrn offend by allegorizing ? Do you not know that (be-

. fides the Canticles, and many other Scriptures) abundance of the 
ancient fathers do the like, and who reproacheth them for it ? A l -
moftallof them, 1 think, fall under this cenfur.e. And there are 
mim of Dr . Owens words blamelefs which you blame,to fay no
thing of the reft. 

18. They will fay it is profane to matte the very words of Scrip
ture ufed by them,part of your reproachful recitation ? and many 
of them not by them interpreted in any ill fenfe. But i f they were, 
the fenfe only fhould have been blamed. And your talk of marrying 
Chrift by the Liturgy and the Ring, will feem no better j and againft 
the Apoftleas well as them. And you diftinguifh not between the 
Alkgorzers Explication and Applications, Do you think they ufe 

not 


