
The Preface to the Readers, 
1 . A n d i t is he on ly tha t can fend f o r t h a C o n q u e r . 

mg Spinc to Cztmt and b r i n g back the fouls o f men 

1 c • • , I S ° n l y t o h i m c h a c G o d h a t h c o m m i t t e d the Spiri t thus t o b e f t o w . 
~ I do therefore deteft b o t h thefc extreams. But yet k 
being the f o r m e r that I take to be the greater, and tha t 
too many men o f better repute do give t o o much 
countenanc t o in their inconfiderate difputes againft 
W o r k s in Just i f icat ion, I t hough t I had a CalJ to fpeak 
m l o great a Caufe . r 

M y opin ion is that its Eflfcnt ial t o Tu f t i f y inp Faith 
t o t a k e C h n f t a s L o r d and Saviour-, and that they w h o 
f a y But not qua frftifyiigjo emply f a l f c Doc t r ine as 
I h a T c d f t w h e r c d i f c o v c r c d t I th ink tha t H o W f s is 
o the Effcnce o f C h r i f t a n i t y 5 a n d i f I were fure a man 
were u n h o l y , ! w o u l d not ca l l h i m fexcept analogical ly) 
a C h n f t i a n . TertulApoL c. 46. f a i t h , Sed dice)\liquis 
ettamdewftr*• excederequofdam a Regula dtfcipUna : De-
Junt turn Chriftttwhabcripenes nos : HiMothi <veroHli 
cum tali fas faclis in Nomine & in honore UpientU perfe-
wrant A n d cap. 43 . Nemo illic (in carcerifas, & c . ) 
^mjttanus mftpUne tantum Chriftanus : aut ft aliud, jam 
nonchrifitams. Athenagoras Legat. froChrifi.p. 3. NuU 

m m C h r ' f t U * U s */t, M hamprofefsienem fimula-
That i t i$ the ve ry bufmefs o f C h r i f t , the Spi

r i t and a l l Ordinances, to b r ing back the fou l f r o m G . d 
t o the Creature. See wha t Na^ianz,. f a i t h , Orat. 1 fag. 

1. Hwc contra fcopm eft^ amm* permas addere , ac mundo 
eamertpere, Desqne dare^Divinamqne Ima^inem , aut ma-
nentemCenjervare, autpericlitan.tem fulcire, nut dUrj fum 
tn Prijttnum ftatumrevocare 5 Chnflumqne per '{fmiuw 
jandtum in peclork domicilium admittereutque ut fmmatim 

a^Am^um,qmfuperniagminis fit, Deumefficere,drfuper-
^mHAtttudinem ipfi comparare: HucUagtfira Uxttndit: 
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The- Preface to the Readers. 
®uc inter Chriftum ejr Legem in-terjecli prophet A : Hue 
fpiritudis Legis profe ff or & finis, Cbrtftus '. Hue exinanita 
Dtitas : HucajJumptaCdro: Hue noVdilUmixtio, Deusin-
qtum & Homo. V ide r e l iq . 

T h e A f f e & i o n s o f man do flicw his Nature and I n 
clination : w h a t a man L o v e t h , fuch he is. G o d is Ho* 
} y 3 and t h e r e f o r e L o v a h Holynefs : . T h e Righteous 
L o r d lovech Righceoufncfs .Did G o d care as Little what 
we arc in our felves,a,s Com: Imagine,eVcouidlove w k b 
Complacency the unho ly , Impeni tent , Rebellious (in
ner, upon fuppof i t i on that C h r i f t is Righteous and H o 
l y f o r h i m , he were not what he ha th t o l d us he is i n 
his W o r d . . T o deny G o d to be H o l y . , is to deny h i m 
to be G o d . A n d he that once belicvethhe hath, an un
h o l y G o d , or a G o d f o indifferent to the H o l y and un» 
h o l y , no wonder i f he be unholy h imfe l f . For a l l w i l l 
a f f e& to be like their G o d 5 A t lea l l none fure w i l l th ink 
ItnecciTary t o be bejter then G o d . N o wonder there
fore that the Heathens l ived wickedly , w h o w o t f h i p -
ped wicked livers as their G o d s . 

I t is a C u t t i n g paf f ige o f Auguftine, Bpifl.iot. 
eUrh, t e l l i ng out o f Terence o f the young man that, 
was incited t o lechery, b y feeing the picture o f Jupiter. 
©n the w a l l , commi t t i ng adultery he adds , that i f he 
had chofen rather to imitate Qats than Jupiter, he had 
aever been fo-tempted : Sed quo pj&o idfauret cumin 
Templis adorare cogeretttr govern potimqmrn Gatonem*. 
T h e y that feign G o d f o indifferent to Ho lyne f s , w h i c h 
feis people excell i n , do either make holyncfs a . d e f e f t , 
and none o f Gods Image, or clfe they make man to be 

.Better then G o d \ and C o n f c q u c m l y to be G o d s : For. 
be that is Befl is G o d . 

I muf t therefore be e x c u f e d , i f I make not f u c h a d K 
fence between Fai th an4 Holynefs , zs feme d a ( A n d 
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The Preface to the Readers. 
ye t a difference I make) , and yet f u p p o f e t h a t I am f a 
fa r f r o m d i ihonounng free Grace hereby, that I Khould 
b u t deny and reproach i t , i f I d i d o the rwi fe . For its 
greater Grace to give Ju f t i f i ca t i on and S a n & f i c a t i o n , 
then to give one alone. Auguft. Epift. 3. rcluf. f a i t h , 
^ U n i t came In Magiferium & Adjutorium: A n d its c a l 
led Adjutoriumbcczufc fine Gratia fdei qu* ah i//ceftm 

hemo potejl sincere concupifentiasvitiofas : Et fimta el 
rum refdita non vicerit vemali Remifione purgari. Here is 
that c o m m o n o l d D o & r i n c w h i c h fome fay is a j o y n i n g 
(^hn l t s nghteoufnefs and our o w n : viz ( T h o u g h 
C h n f i : pardon al l f o r m e r fins a t our C o n v e r f i o n s y e t f o r 
the tune af ter ) his firft w o r k is to f a n & i 6 c , and pardon 
d o t h but faye us f r o m the penalty o f the r e f t , w h i c h 
t h r o u g h the I m p c r f e a i o n o f Sand i f i ca t ion is not over
come. A n d doubt lefs our bef t obedience is but a Recei
v ing more , and therefore a f r u i t or part o f Grace Au-
g u f . E p . f . 5. MarecL Nihil Dcus l;bet quod (ihi profit, 
fedillicuilubet^ r 

I do therefore f o afcr ibc t o man, that Gods Grace 
may.be advanced b y i t , and nor denyed or extenuated. 
PiSAugnfl. Epift. 46 . Valentino. Si noncjl Dei Gratia}quv-
wdo/alvat mundumf Et fi non eft liberttm Arbitrium, quo-
r*odo hdicat Mimdnm ? T h e o l d character o f a G h r t -
i i i a n was not on ly f r o m his be l ie f or Impuced R i g h t e -
ouinefs. TertulL ApoL c. 4 0 . Nos vero Iejtmiis aridi, & 
tjnni eontwentia exprefsiyab omm vita fruge dilati, infacso 
& cinere voluntates, mvidia Caelum tundimus, Deum tan-
gimtis , tjr cum miferecordiam extorferimus, drc Augu-
fines w h p l e t r a & a t e ^ f i d e &op:nbus is w o r t h the read
ing to this buf inefs , cap. 11. p. i^lloc itnque prodefl in 
•Deum reft''a fide credere, Deumcolere, Deum no([c,nt & be* 
m vivendl ah iUo fit nobis auxilium, & ft pec caver imus, d 
windulgcntiammereamuri, mn infaclis qua edit• [eewi 
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r ' hi Preface to the Readers* 
"pr{eviravies,fed ab eis recedentes, ejrc. Et cap, 23. Infe-
ferabilis eft bom vita a fide ctu& per dilectionem operaturnm-

ve%9 ej ipfa eft bona vita. Had I faid f o , i t wou ld have 
been of fenf ive . 

Theoccaf ion o f this w r i t i n g ( as I have (hewed in 
the beginning o f i t ) was af t range V o l u m n o f M r . Cran-
dons, feconded by M r . Kendal, ufhered in by M r . Eyre, 
and • modef t ly commended to the Publike view by M n 
Caryl : Th i s wri ter did by an Ep i f t l e to the Min i f t e r s of 
England invi te them to fuch dealing , as he had given 
them an Example of . Seeing he hath led me that way , 
I am w i l l i n g that T h e y fhould have the Hearing and true 
knowledge o f the caufe. T h o u g h I then hated keen 
Cenfures and D iv i f i ons i n the Societies that I affected, 
ye t I m u f t confefs the time was when I had too Nar row 
thoughts o f the Church o f Chr r f t , and l i t t l e minded the 
Peace o f any but o f that Partie i n i t which I m o d ho
noured % and thus was involved i n the gui l t o f Fa&ion 
f o r want o f fuch Ca tho l ike Confiderat ions and A f f e 
ctions asbefeema Member o f the Cathol ike Church . 
T h e n was I loved and efteemed by my Brethren, and 
met w i t h none o f their Cenfures or Calumnies 3 For 
though I d id not who l ly put mine eyes and ears in to 
their keep ing , having ftiil an unfatisfied t h i r d after 
T r u t h , yet they were the Perfons w h o m I t rufted and 
fubfcr ibed to. Bu t fince I havefeen and difclofedthe 
E v i l of a Private Spirit, and o f d iv id ing principles , and 
extreams in D o & r i n e and Pra&ife , I find the Indigna
t i on o f that Spirit which I oppofe. C h r i f t c a m e not to 
br ing me peace, when he (hewed me his T r u t h . Since I 
grew in to lo h igh an efteem o f U n i t y , fome would con-
j t r a in me to be a man o f Conten t ion : and fince i fo va
lued Peace as to be even f o n d ou i t , i t feems to draw 
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The Preface to the Readers. 
M e th inks I could better bear a lmof t any other c e r r 

lure or o p p o f i t i o n , then to be taken f o r a D i v i d e r or d i -
f turber o f that Peace wh ich I f o earneftly affect. B u t as 
Seneca makes i t the greateft t ryal o f a G o o d man , when 
he can Boni virifamam perdere^ov the love o f goodnefs-, 
i o I l ook on i t as m y T r y a l , whether I can lofe the fame 
of being Peaceable, fo r a love to Peace. U p o n enquiry 
i n to the caufe o f this o f f ence , me th inks I have f o u n d 
fome i n m y fe l f , and fome in m y Brethren. I n m y f e l f I 
find i . T h a t my knowledge being very defec t ive , the 
lmperfedions o f i t w i l l appear i n all that I do. B u t I 
t hough t that this w o u l d no t have offended them that 
were no t offended w i t h me when I knew lefs : ( excufe 
me that I fay, i k n o w more then I d id : men that fee,are 
apt t o be confident, o f i t , when they cannot w e l l demon-
itrate i t t o another.) 2. I find that there are fomeincau-
telous paflages i n m y Apherifms, not fitted to their read
ing that come t o f u c k p o y f o n , and to feek f o r a W o r d to 
be matter o f A c c u f a t i o n , and f o o d f o r their cenfur ing 
Opinionat ive zeal. 1 fuppofed this w o u l d have been par
doned a l fo , when the occafion was k n o w n , and when I 
compared m y carelefs ftyle w i t h a mul t i tude o f approved 
W r i t e r s . A m o n g others, I thought I difcerned thefe 
Reafons o f the offence. 1. There are fo many contrary 
Parties i n the Church , that i t is impoff ib le to pleafe a l l : 
H e therefore that w i l l pleafe, m u f t choofe his Party, and 
refolve t o difpleafe all fave them , and not extend his 
ambi t ion too far. 2. H e that w i l l pleafe, m u f t have no 
Adve r fa ry . Bu t i f there be but one man found that hath 
malice enough to Accufe , there w i l l many be f o u n d to 
receive his falfe reports. 3. M y Judgement hath led me 
<*ntothofe Doctr ines which exafperate not only fingle 
perfons, bu t Parties, efpecially the Ant inomians 3 A n a -
baptifts and Separatifts : A n d there are fome men who 
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are ha l f o f their m i n d , that keep upfome good reputati
o n w i t h the Or thodox 5 and f o {landing in Judgement 
and In te re f t between b o t h , are the readyer to receive, 
and the more capable to hand up the Jealoufies o f the 
ref t . 4 . Loca l diftance doth much difadvantage m e 1 i t 
being on ly thofe tha t k n o w me not , or live n o t w i t n i n 
the reach o f my converfethat feem offended and 10 I 
have not oppor tun i ty to give them that fat isfaf t ion, and 
mol l i f i e their minds, as I doubt not but I mould do, i f I 
l ived among them. 5. I t is an unhappy A g e to fpeakany 
t h i n g i n , that feemeth new, or not common, though but 
i n M e t h o d : there being fo many Herefies and wicked 
D o & r i n e s o f late fp rung up among us, and all under pre
tence o f a progrefs i n knowledge , and o f further l igh t , 
that I cannot blame any wife and godly man to be wary 
and cautelous what he do th receive. 6. Satan is an ene
m y to all T r u t h , bu t efpecially to Uniting and Reforming 
Bm&iag T r o t h s . 7 . T h o u g h I o f f e n d , I m u f t fay that 
wh ich cannot be h id . Divines are too f e w that are i m 
partially and d i l igent ly ftudious for T r u t h , and take no t 
th ings upon prejudice and t r u f t f r o m a Party ? A n d yet 
fewer that have ftrong Judgements , and are able to 
difcern i t , though they do ftudy i t : W h e n they have 
fo l lowed on an enquiry a l i t t l e way, and find tha t t r u th 
d o t h l i ke the branches o f a T r e e , or the veins i n mans 
body, go fmaller and diftin<a,then are they unable to f o l 
l o w i t any further,and to fee the t ru th i n f o fine a thred. I 
arrogate not this to m y fe l f , the want whereof I difcern 
i n others : bu t yet I wonder o f t at the confidence o f 
fuch m e n : and can w e l l fay as AuguJl.Epift.zpMieronymo. 
Adverfus eos qui fibi videntur fcire quod nefciunt, hoc tut to
res fumusy quod hanc ignorantiam nofiram non Ignoramus!-: 
W h i c h is the fcopg o f much o f m y Apol. againft M r . A*. 
8. I find my f e l f mfcch injured by the exceffive eftima-

t ion 
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mean the k f s dtfereet among them , f o r /hat enrageth 
tome others and whets them on to a content ion, f do 

£ ^ e / ?

 e f ^ k ^ f U C h f r i e n d s i n t h e w o r d s o f 

, 2 ' Bt'fi-1-Mircell. Vos autem qui me multum dtlMth, (i 
takmrneaftenttsadverfm eos quorum malitia,vel Imicritia, 
vel Imelhgentia reprehendor,ut me mfquam (criptorL * * K 
orumerr^eduatis^uftra labor at is s nonbonam caufam (»{-
ceptjtts : fade l n e a , meipfo judice,fuperamini; Ouoniam 
nonmiht placet cum a chanfiimis meis talis effe TZillimor, 
qualts non [urn. Prefect emm non me, fed pro me alium, M 

d ' h g u N t , ft non quodfum, fed quod m»[um,d,. 

h J Z f ? V 6 I y n ™ b e r o f AAenters I find is an of fence , 
I , C a n n ° c

t h e I P " G o o d m e " when they t h i n k any 
Jd ° E r ? U 1 V w i l l b e ( 0 " - y that i t is entertain
ed. D o f t o r Owen thus Prefaceth to M r . Eyre's Book • 
*°rtheprefentIfhallonly fay.That there beingt,oogreatevi-
Z Z ° f 1 W r y T k T enurt^ment^nd Accepttnee *m» 
by Many to an almoft pure Socinian Juftificationand Expofi-

, f f . m Covenant of grace, even amonvH them into 
rvhoje heartsGodfeems to have jhined, in fome me a fur e, u 
give the light of the knowledge of his Glory in the face of 
Jw chnft. He that mould t h i n k any D o d n n e to be a-
^a in i t God I wonder not i f he t h i n k h i m f e l f bound to 
oppole i t Bu t to be Almofim Errour, is to bea T r u t h : 

i nere is bu t a thred between T r u t h and Errour 5 and 
mat which is not Neer to that Errour.is not T r u t h , b u t is 
i iKer to be another Errour inThe other extream : For 
l r u t n i s one ftrait l ine, bu t Errour is mani fo ld • even 

A l l that fwarveth f r o m that l ine, i n what fpaceandde-
frll ^ T r V l P u r P o f e d t o h a v e laid n o t h i r w o this Re
verend Brother D o c t o r Owen , but when I came t o a n -
iwe t the Arguments f o r Juf t i r lca t ion , or A b f o l u t i o n , or 

( e ) Remi l f ioh 
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RemiflTon before Fai th , I f ound my f e l f engaged to d o 
i t , b e c a u f e l k n e w o f none that had faid fo much as he 
there doth-, and becaufe (fince the publ iming of my A -
p o l o g y ; t w o or three reverend Brethren to ld me that, as 
t o that part, i t was thought neceffary. 

There is lately come f o r t h a fecond Part o f aTreati le 
o f J u f t i f i c a t i o n , b y a Reverend Brother wherein fome 
things which I have delivered are oppofed-,efpecially than 
fincere obedience is a condit ion, & can fa fine qua non ok 
our J unif icat ion as continued (or non-amittendijuftifiea-
tionem, and o f final fentential Juf t i f i ca t ion , i f he fpeak 
to m e ) He being one o f the t w o to w h o m I f i r f t direct
ed my Aphor i fms I there p romi fed , that i f he diffent* 
ed I would fearch again 5 and be the more fufpit ious o f my 
though t s : wh ich I have accordingly done. A n d whe
ther i t be my unhappy, darknefs, or my certain k n o w 
ledge o f his mrftake, or what ever the caufe he, I am le f t 
but the more confident o f the T r u t h o f whathe oppofeth,. 
Cer ta in I am, that I am w i l l i n g to k n o w the T r u t h , , 
though i t were to t h t Retractation o f all that I have 
wro te .The ftrength o f his Arguments lies upon a fuppo-
fition,, thn.Conditions have a Moral efficiency^ which he 
ispleafed to prove by his bare affirmation $ yea after I 
had denied it> bo th t o h i m f e l f i n private wri t ings,and i n 
m y Books puhl ick ly , and affirmed that its againft the 
common fence, o f L a w y e r s , and that a Cond i t i on qn-i 
Cond i t i on hath no efficiency, though fome Condi t ions 
qtta Meri torious may ^ yet was he not pleafed to take any; 
notice o f this, as i f his affirmation excluded al l need o f a 
further proof. A n d fag.no, he doth thus ftate the que-
jftion, Upon what account thefe are required in juflified per-
fins? Whetherx,in fome caufality or concurrence as faith is ? 
only not with fucb a degree of excellency ? Whether good 
$?crks he required as well AS faith, fo that we may fayyjnfii' 

http://fag.no


The Preface to the Readers. 
• fying Repentance,]ufiifying Law,as well as j ufiifying Faith ? 

This is pofitively and vehemently affirmed by fome. A n d he 
plainly ihews that i t is m y f e l f that he fpeaks of . I do t r u 
l y continue that h ighef t ima t ion o f this Reverend B r o 
ther wh ich I f k f t d id ftncerely exprefs. B u t all men are 
imperfect .• I much defire more candor and t r u t h in thefe 
palTages. I vehemently d i fc l a imed , i . A l l caufality o f 
w o r k s or Faith t o Juf t i f i ca t i on , to h imfe l f i n private w r i 
t ings. 2. A s alfo I Ihevved h i m that i f I were gu i l ty o f 
b r ing ing them t o o neer to an equali ty, i t was by t ak ing 
d o w n Faith more then h e , bu t no t by rai l ing works-
higher then others. 3.1 gave h i m reafons w h y k was not 
' f i t to fay, fuftifying Repentance, Love,&c. 4 . I t was fo far 
f r o m my thoughts to ta lk or t h i n k o f f ufiifying Law, ( i f 
he mean not the G o f p e l promife , as its l i ke he do th n o t : 
f o r elfe fure he w o u l d not account i t ftrange) that I pur-
pofely wrote againft i t , and as plainly as I could fpeak. 
A n d y e t m u f t I be f a id , or in t imated vehemently andpo-
fitively to affirm fuch things f W h y then, what good w i l l 
dnpu t ingdo? O r what Remedy bu t t o appeal to a Juf te r 
Judge ! Tha t Credere 3to Believe or lay hold on chrift,though 
they be Grammatical Actions, yet they are naturally pafsions, 
as Intelligere, videre,&c. which^4^ .225 . he makes to be 
t h e f u l l e f t r e p r e f e n t a t i o n o f that T r u t h . T h i s , I fay, is 
the po in t which I gave h i m i n w r i t i n g m y reafons againft , 
bu t he here takes no notice o f them. W h e t h e r my fo r e -
mentioned promife in m y Ep i f t l e co Aphor. oblige me t o 
a Reply t o what is faid againft me i n this B o o k , I ma i l 
confider,as G o d affordeth me o p p o r t u n i t y , and mai l 
hearken to what others advife me to therein. Bu t i f I re
t u r n no Reply , I yet conceive m y f e l f f u l l y excufable. 
1.. I n that the A u t h o r i n his E p i f t l e , feemeth t o avert i t , 
p rofe i l ing his thoughts againft Rep ly ing t o a whole 
Book . I f I wr i te then , he w i l l take what fcraps he pleafe 
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in toconf idera t ion : and i f I Reply to ail his, i t feems, 1 
mall do what he judge th unmeet. 2. I t fo falls out that 
I have anfwered h i m already in this C o n f e f f i o n , before I 
law his Book : f o that I t h i n k there needs no more. W h e 
ther i t be new Doc t r ine to affert fuch conditions as I do, 
and whether his Doc t r ine , pag.346. be true or tolerable, 
that a> in Chrifts fufferingwe were looked upon by God as O f 

fering in him ^ fo by thrifts obeying of the Law, we were be
held as fulfilling the Law in himfa'c. I leave i t to the Rea
der to judge, when he hath read what I have here faid.to 
the contrary. 

B u t I m u f t defire my Reverend Brother not to be o f 
fended that I prove this doctrine the very foundation o f 
Ant inomianifm-, For when I did t h a t j l i t t le thought that 
he w o u l d o w n i t : and i f I had, I durf t not have been f i -
l en t . 3; I f I may efcape the cenfure o f charging my Re
verend Brother w i t h contradictions, or labour in vain, I 
wou ld defire the Reader t o c o n f i d e r , whether after all 
his gamfay ing ,hedono t openly aver the fame doctrine 
which I maintain ? pag.uB. he gives us thefe words,as 
remarkable in a different Character. For though holy works 
do not juflifte, yet by them a man is continued in a flat e and 
condition of junification : fo that did not the Covenant of 
Grace tnterpofe grofs and wicked wayes would cut off our ju~ 
location and put us in a ftate of condemnation. 

A n d 1 ag.429. For although Chrijl did fulfil the Law for 
Juchwho are his, jet this is not imputed and accountedimme-
Matty to every one, but its applied in that way and order which 
God hath appointed : and that order is to communicate the be
nefit of his acjive obedience, to none but fuch who Ml by 
faith receive him,and obedientiary walk in his commands$>i 
aeve thefe things Reader, and I w i l l not differ w i th thee 
aoout the name o f a Condition. C a l l i t what you w i l l for . 
me. 4 . M y Jaft Reafonis , becaufe thofe Reverend Bre

thren. 
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thren that I have fpoke w i t h finee they read i t , do te l l me, 
that they judge the contradict ion to me to be fo fupe r f i -
cial and w i t h o u t proof, that I need no t be fol ici tous t o 
hinder its fuccefs : T h o u g h f o r m y pa r t , I bear fome kinde 
o f reverence even to his mif takes , th rough my love and 
reverence t o h imfe l f . 

A n d I Ihall the more eafily be perfwaded to forbear 
more wr i t ings o f this f o r t , not on ly becaufe m y friends 
at a diftance do f o impor tune me to a more profi table 
k inde o f imployment , b u t a l f o becaufe i t pleafeth G o d 
o f late t o call out more enough to fuch undertakings. 
There is newly come out againft A n t i n o m i a n i f m , as M r . 
Botch h i sExe rc i t a t i ono f Remi f f ion o f fin, foMrJVarren 
againft M r . Eyre, and M r . Grail againft h i m alfo, fo r the 
condi t ional i ty o f the Covenant o f Grace: and bo th j u 
dicious, and wel l w o r t h y the reading : which I w i l l i n g l y 
f ay , though the former differ f r o m me about the no t ion 
o f Faiths i n f t r u m e n t a l k y . , and before the later Maf te r 
Conflant fejj'op hath publifhed a large Ep i f t l e to vindicate 
D r . Trvifs f r o m that opin ion about Juf t i f ica t ion which I 
fuppofed h i m t o be g u i l t y o f . A n d t ru ly I was much ta
ken w i t h that Preface when I read i t , and fa id , I ts p i ty i t 
fhould be upon mif take : and i f i t be, me th inks ( in that 
cafe) I am ready to love his mi f take , for the charity i n k , 
and the defirablenefs o f the th ing afferted, more then 
my o w n ungra tefu l interpretat ion, though i t fhould be 
true. A n d I heartily thank that Reverend Brother f o r 
his candid and ingenuous labor-, wherein, i f he h i t i n 
deed the Doctors fenfe, he hath not on ly befriended me, 
f o r the rec t i fy ing o f m y m i f t a k e s , but alfo. befriended 
the Church , in t ak ing f r o m the Ant inomians the advan
tage which they feemed t o have by thereputat ion o f f o 
Learned a man as D r Tmfs. For my o w n p a r t , I owe 
more to his wr i t i ngs , f o r my informat ion in thofe points, 

( e 3 ) where 
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where many are now offended w i t h me fo r my judgment, 
then to any writer i n the w o r l d , except the Scriptures. I n 
particular, ' i t was he that did not on ly fatisfie me in the 
po in t o f Univer fa l Redempt ion , but by clearer d i f t i n -
gu i fh ing between Gods Preceptive and Decretive w i l l , 
then I had f o u n d others do, d id help me to difcern bet
te r then before I had done,, between the Phyfical and 
Ethical confederations in Theo log ie , and didlet 'm that 
l igh t at fo narrow a crevife, which hath not been a l i t t le 
ferviceable to me fince then. A n d indeed it was Doc tor 
Tmfs that firft drew me out o f the road that I was i n , i f I 
have in any particulars forfaken i t . A n d the next advan
tage I had,'was by reading Saltmarflh Flowings o f Grace: 
w h ch I faw fo exceedingly taking both in the Count ry 
and the A r m y (where I then was) that I f e l l on the feri-
ous perufal and conn"deration o f i t ; and its palpable er
rors were a m o f t u fe fu l l difcovery to me o f fome contrary 
T r u t h s , while I was endeavoringto confute him-, fo that 
when I considered o f the j u f t e f t anfwer toh is conceits 
about Chr i f t s Believing,Repenting and Obeying for us 5 
i t plainly lead me to the difcerning o f that necelfity o f 
the t w o f o l d R igh teoufne f s , which fome inconfideratly 
quarrel at. A n d a long vacancy in deep weaknefs o f bo-
dy,prefent ly fucceeding the beginning o f thefe thoughts, 
d id much more enforce them then before. 

T h i s much more I m u f t fay concerning this prefent 
C o n f e f f i o n . 1. T h e large citations o f other mens words 
m u l t needs feem tedious t o many Readers, but I am ne-
cemta ted to i t , as the on ly a n f w e r t o t h e Argumen t o f 
Angularity which I am charged w i t h , and which feemeth 
the m o f t effectual that they plead. A n d I hope the mat
ter 01 thole citations w i l l prove w o r t h the reading. 
* A' r any> ? ™ t h e r nnderftand not any w o r d i n my 

Afkmjms which is here interpreted, or mif take my fenfe 
aboat 
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about the Mate t r o f that B o o k , wh ich is here more f u l l y 
opened, I m u f t expect that they interpret T h a t by T h i s . 
A n d i f any one have fo l i t t l e t o do, as to wr i te againft 
that Book(which is not u n l i k e l y ) i f he take the fenfe con
trary to what I have here, and elfewhere fince then pub-
l imed , I (hall but neglect h im as a contentious vain 
wrangler , i f n o t a Calumniator . 

I f any w i l l needs take any th ing i n this B o o k t o be ra
ther a Retractation, then an Expl icat ion o f what I have 
before faid, though I fliouldbefl k n o w m y o w n meaning, 
y et do fuch commend me, whi le they feem to blame me : 
A n d fo r my. part L never l o o k to wri te that which m a l l 
have no need o f correction, remembring how AH fine be
fooled one contrary minded-, and I lay as he in another 
place, Epifi.j. Otfareell.pag. 13. In talibus qutfionibus 
non multum laboro : quia etfi defendi fententia mea liquid* 
rati one non pot e f t , me a eft y non ejus Author is cujus fenfum 
improbarefas non eft, ejrc. Ego proinds fate or me ex eorttm 
numero ejfe conari, qui poficiendo fcribnnt, & fcribendo-fro-
ficiunt. Unde ft aliquid vel incautim vel indoftius a. me poft-
turn eft,quod non folum ab alt is qui widen id poffunt merito 
nprehendatur,vern?n etiam a mcipfo (quia ego-fait em 
f-ofteavidere debeo, fi prof do necmirandura e f t , nec dolen-
dum, fed fotius ignofccndmn eft &gratulandum% non quia er
ratum efljf'd improbatum.Nam nimis fewer f t feipfum amat9 

qui & alios vult err are,, ut error funs-late at. I f any be yet 
oftended after fo much endeavour t o fatrsfie them, i t is 
againft my wi l l ,and I fay to them as Hicrom,Tom,i .de.vita 
GI eric. ad Nefot. Aut nihil \crib endumfuit,ne hominmn ju
dicium fubiremus, quod tu faeere frohtbuifli r aut fcribentes 
£ognofcere cunctorum adverfum nos maledicorum tela tor* 
quenda : guos obfecro ut qniefcant,& definant malediccre :; 
*ton enimut Adverfariis, fed ut Amkis fcriffimus : Nec in-
vecli fumus in eosy qui fee canty fed ne feecent mmuimns >• 
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Neq, in ilhs t ant urn fed in nofmetiffos Jeveri hikes 

fuimus. 
The main difcouragement that 1 find in wr i t i ng o f 

hard controverfies , is 5 becaufe there are fo few o f the 
people ( to lay noth ing o f the younger , or duller o f the 
M i n i f t r y ) that are able to make t rya l , and difcern when 
a caufeis w e l l maintained,and when n o t : But a man that 
w i l l confident ly pour out words, how far fo ever he ph 
grefs f r o m the T r u t h or mark , is as foori believed, as he 
that g ive th the founded Reafons,fai th titerom , (Ubi 
fupr. p. 14.) Nil tarn facile quam vilem plebecdam & indo-
clam Concionem lingua volubtlitate decipere-7 qu£ quicquid 
mn intelligit, plus Miratur, 

I f after all this any Brother fhall yet confidently 
charge me w i t h error, I promife h i m to be diligent in my 
endeavours to k n o w the T r u t h : and me thinks I may 
expecl:,that whoever focha rge thme , mould in all rea-
f o n have thefe Qualifications f o l l o w i n g . 

1. T h a t he be a man o f a ftronger Judgement, and 
more D i f c e r n i n g Head $ and not one o f thofe that 
Nazian^, defcribes Or at. x, ( a n d after, p. 4 5 3 ) that 
t h i n k themfelves wife enough to be Teachers or .Con
tradict others, when they have got t w o or three words 
o f Scripture: N o r fuch as have not w i t fo r an ordinary 
bu f ine f s , and yet think-that they can mafter the deepeft 
Controverf ies . He that thinks t o do this without a 
piercing w i t , fas we l l as Grace ) ordinari ly, thinks to fee 
wi thou t eyes. 

3 . 1 expect that he be one that hath longer and more 
di l igent ly and fer ioul ly exercifed h imfe l f in thefe ft a-
dyes, then I have done. 

3 , T h a t he be one more free f r o m prejudice and par
t i a l i ty then I a m : who, I m u f t n e e d s f a y , have been 
deeply convinced o f the evi l o f detaining any T r u t h in 

unrigh-
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unr igh teoufnefs , upon any i n t e r e f t o f a Par ty tha i is 
againft i t . J 

4- T h a t he have more o f the i l lumina t ion o f Gods 
Spir i t , wh ich is the chief. 

5. T h a t he have a more fanct i f ied heart, that he may 
norbe led away w i t h w r o n g ends,or bl inded by his vices. 

U i u a l l y all thefe are conjunc t ly necelTary • but at le. ft 
there m u f t be f o much o f the c h i e f , a s m a y f u p p l y the 
want o f the ref t . A n d as i n all thefe I unfe ignedly la
ment my defectivetfefs 5 and doubt not but there are m u l 
titudes o f Labourers i n "Gods Vineyard i w i t h w h o m i n 
thefe r e f p e c t s j am u n w o r t h y to be named f o i t is thefe 
whofe judgements I (hall value bu t fo r empty, con f i -
dent 3 fe l f -concei ted ones, that k n o w no t what they ta lk 
againft , I f ha l l regard them as they deferve. I d id not 
caf i ly or rafl i ly fix upon that wh ich they m i f l i k e h I was 
once o f their mincf i n fome o f thofe points • and 1 
doubt no t bu t they are ver i ly perfwaded that they are 
r i g h t : or elfe t h e y w o u l d no t be fo zealous i n the b u f i -
nefs. Bu t as conf ident men as they,and perhans as able \ 
have feen T r u t h i f f fome o f thefe th ings , which they 
formerly, reproached as errors : o f w h o m I may lay, as 
Attfiin o f Paul ( i n their meafure f F p i f t . 203. rr oft rat us 
eft ttt excwcaretur, ejr cxcojcatns eft utmutaretur>mutatusut 
wittereturjtoiffus ut qualiafecerat in err ore, tali a, pro veri-
tatepateretur. viz. to be reproached as errorteous,as they 
d i d b y others. A n d f o r friends fo to u fe ' the T r u t h and 
then* Brethren is no news'.: HiefomeV^laiianz. Chryfoft. 
and w h o V o t o f the wor thye f t KPtners W f o ufed in 
their times . ? ,Sai th , i V ^ ' ^ ^ or at. 2 6 . ^ . 4 4 3 . Atqueipfc 
exiguus & pauper fum Pa ft or, Paftorlbufque aliis ut pares 
dicam,nondumgratusmdhe accept us : quod fe Store J>u di
tto ac ratidne, an animimale volentia ,\ & contentions flu-
wOyfiatjnefch : Znitar tamen quantum potero, daboque 

( f j ffperdm 
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ever am, negratiam diyimtus accept am premam ac occul-
t e m ? _ verum & veritatis doclrina <ves erudiam 
ac per fpiritum Concordes reddam.Et Or at. ^2 .p.ji^.Laf-
fus fum,dum & cum fermone at que inrvidi\u& cum hofiibus, 
& cum no/Iris, pugn-o. I Hi pechra feriur.t, ejr minus ajje-
quuntur quod Cupiunt. {Nam qui apt as inimicitias gerit, 

facile caveri poteft:) hi autem terga obfervant, & magis 
molefii funt. 

I am fenf ible o f the trouble that I have, put the 
Reader to buy this tedious Preface: But I remember 
that Auflin Epift. 23. Bonifac. fa i th o f his f r iend Nebri-
diusythat he exceedingly hated a fhor t A n f w e r to a Great 
Quef t ion , and t o o k i t Very i l l o f any that expected the 
l i ke f r o m h im. and where he mishtbeTree, would mani-
f e f t h i s m d i g n a t i o n . -

L e t the Reader take nonce that this Book was wr i t 
ten before t h e l a f t p a r t o f m y A p o l o g y , yea j n o f t o f i t , 
before I heard o f M r . Crandom death, which, was about 
a fo r tn igh t after I faw his Book : A n d therefore | make 
more mention o f h im t h e n e l f e l would have done. I t 
hath ( I k n o w not on what impediments) ftuck much 
longer in the Prefs then I expected. 

T h e Printed fheets were perufed by fome Learned, 
Reverend menjwhbfe'Judgements I mof t h igh ly valued*, 
A n d I refolved and promifed them, f o r the fake o f Peace 
and T r u t h , to correct and reprint every meet, where 
any material paffage f l iou ld be f o u n d , which they, judged 
Erroneous: But upon'perufal, they deftre no t t M A l t e -
ration o f any, butapp.rove o f the pa l l ing o f it pas I f e n t i t 
them. ' . 

One o f thefe was that now-blefTed man M r . T, Gat- \ 
taker, who l ived not to perufe it all i . but oft the ch ie f 
and m o f t material pa r t , he l e f t me thole brief Notes , ^ 
which I have annexed to the end : A n d becaufe i tpleafed 

* the 
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the L o r d to make this his laf t w o r k on earth, and t o 
e-onclude his Labours i n the dictat ing o f an affectionate 
rhh:™na

T

n[iBe»edictioa, which he fent t o m e w i t h 
thofc: Notes J nave adjoyned thefe a l f o 5 the Memory o f 
9s Name , and of his great Love and Refpects, being t o 

Z t H c ^ T T ^ " ^ " c r s o f his I have ad-
joyned al io, wherein he was pleafed o f his o w n A c c o r d 
t o declare his Judgement o f three other o f m y w r i t i n g 
which I o p p o i e (as f u f f i c i e n t l againft the quarrelfome 
exceptions o f Contenders. H a d I no t been conf ident 
that be defired not the keeping fecret o f thefe his 
thoughts I fliould no t have dared to make them publ ike , 
nor w o u l d I be in the leaft injurious to the name which I 
i o much honour, that thereby I migh t bor row Honour 
to m y o w n . T h e L o r d pardon al l our failings and fined-
ne ou r imperfect labours to the good o f his C h u r c h . 

(jfycb. !Baxter. 
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P * U T h e 0 c c a J * m °f t h " Siting. 
. s i r f ' Z ^J™eCo"M"<>»°f my Faith. Sed. i . A Gene-
Tu%"MT; %^APartic^Confefsionycontaimng the 
fefserTZtr S f j ' W f M l f r i p t i J L s . t k e v f f & f o s 

f L V T ^ 1 IttWfi»l * Lihrty of Expound™ four T>af-
F%L f ft;5* C o n f ' K t t 0 th< Aff'mblies Confejfion of 
**npJuVV°Jj"gthe Liberty of expounding fix Pa fag esf as is ex-
l?J r , 6 ' hearty Approbation of the DoElrine or Ar-
T J Z J t h e / Z " i ° f Voit,mth the liberty of expounding but 
tuZJ*9ffyU"«***Merrin 7 am pervaded 1 mifs not 
'he'r!<f:»>tba Profeffionofmjd^entagainfi theforcible Im-

J°m°f fuch large Confeffions/ \ 1 

nap. 3. A more full Account how much I afcribe to mans Qualifi
cations^ or Works of Inherent Rigkteoufnefs, in the bufinefs o f f * . 

SiAat,0"^L^pt*ti0n> « n d S a l v a t i ° » ' *»d»kat 1 deny to them. 
J ^ j l : , T , ^ m t M f e ^ P r o p o f i t i o » s , Wth the Scripture-
V, tS?j% e n f ° r C e m3 3»&»"»t' Sect. 4- M j opinion of the 
J r "fences, and i . About the Word Works. Setf. 6. About 

ST%r r i t * S c a * 7 ' M o r e ° f m l t h o u & h t s a h o H t t h e m a t t e r 

LATT'?*' S f a ' 7 - O f the Words, Worthy, Reward, Righteous 
all MificationXondition^making Righte-
& c ' i m g t y i g According toWorks', Becaufe of them, for them, 

^-Additions to the former Confeffion, occafi.ned by the fight of 
C a r v l \ f L • E r p i ^ l e t 0 M r ' C r a n d o n s W * w * ' tendred to Mr. 

felPoffended A H S ^ ^ ketxpreffeth him-

f f 3 ) Chap. 



Contents, 
Chap 5. Additions about the F.relekmcf Felievers from thcurfe 

of the Law : 1. Affir^rive/y. £. mtaweljjendrcdte thejuci^ 
Atr. Caryl, fix b is fat-it fat I on. 

Chap. 6. Whether the fevtift affirmations of'Mr; Eyre and Mr. 
Crandon be true or ft/fit, that the Papifis maintain no other Me
rit then I do. Scd. 2. J he Testimony of 2%.Protefla*ti ScCt.3. 
The Tefiimony of 4,0. Papfis ^befides fix of thsModerate foun
der Papifis. Se& 4. InfirutHons to young Students for right judg
ing of the Papifis DaBrine herein : and fome of our D> vines-
judgements in thu bufinefs produced.for avoided injurious rxifiakf* 
and extreams. 

Chap. 7- What it is that I mean by Antinomianifm. F°urtie Ar* 
tides of Antinomian, Libertine, md FamUifttcd Dotlrine, Wnh 
the contrary Extreams, and the Truth in themidMe 

Chap. 8. My Rexfons why I take lufi ficaiion by Faith as meant m 
Scripture, not to be the i'unification of or in Conference : but that 
in Right or Law-fenfe, Antecedent thereto. Se#. 1 Thefeemng 
difference, and real Agreement of the contrary-minded. Sect. 2. 
Fourty fiv Arguments from plain Texts of Scripture. Sect. 3* 
TWentte Arguments from the Nature of the thing, and the Ana* 
logieof Faith. 

Chap. 9. Reajont why I judge that the Elettare not pardoned orjw 
filled from Eternity, nor at the time of Cbriftt death, nor whtlt 
they are. Infidels or Impenitent: Sfpecially to prove that We did 
not Merit or fatUfe Iuflice in fhnft, but CMft did it in thepr-
fon of a Mediator. Sect. 1 .Two Arguments againfi lufiific*' 
tion from Eternityydi(linBly. HoW Mr. Owen extolls Chrifii 

- Merits. Sed. 2 . H o w far We agree. Our difference about the 
terms. Scripture never faith, We are lufiifed before ve believe; 
2{or Pardoned or Reconciledfrom Eternity. HoW far We may fay 
men Were Reconciled, or their fins purged, or pardoned by Chrifii 
death, before we Were born, or believe. Sect. 3 i Fourtie Argu
ments from Texts of Scripture againfl ]ufttfi cation, abfolution, 
or pardon before we believed, or were born. Sect. 4. TWent'e argu
ments more to the fame purpofe ; fpecially that Chrifi paid not the 
very fame Which the Law required , or that he did not reprefent 
our very perfons in obey ing or fufering, fo as that in the Account 
Qf god or the LaW, we our Ielves did obey or fatisfie in Chrifi. 
Mr. Joh. Oweas Reafens examined, whereby he would prove 

thai 
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tUtVnhlhers have Right to luftification , and the other Good 
things purchased by Chrtft,: and that they dyed With Chrift : Vn~ 
fibers are not abfohed from the guilt of fin, and the obligation 
*o Death maBelfas Mr. Own fuprofeth them to be. Sett. 
fnovr three necefftry Diftixttions and Confederations for them 
thitwmiaefcape the Antinomian delufions, Which are proved de-
Jtrutltve of the fubftance of Chrijlian Religion. 

Chap. io . A Fill again Prejudice, Or the charge of fingularity re
futed. Sea. i.The fumme of that part of my DoBrme Which hath 
offendedJowe Brethren, drawn into 5. Heads. Setf. 2. Fourteen 
Afertions of Prot eft ants in Common recited, in which they afcribe 
*t mucs to Works in point of lufttftcation as I do, and in Which 
tboje Divines maintain the fame DoUrine, which in other ( Scru 
pture) terms ofendeth them. Sed 3. .An hundred Tejiimonies of 
Synods, and noted Trotefiant Writers, afcribing as much to Works 
f f t » g u l « r i t y , f o m e more 
largely and plainly Jome more briefly and obfcurely. SeA. 4. Some 

F a f l a g " of fuch as Dijfent wi th fome others. 
An addition to the I I . Chap, part 3. of m; Book of Reft, here af

fixed for them that have not the Uft Edition of that Book : h ia 
concerning Mr. Kendals Digreffion about the Nature of faving-
Or ace. J J & 

T X t L l t t e J c ^ t a k e r s , containing his Judgement of my 
Method for Peace of Conference. Jky Chriftian Concord, 
and Apologie. As alfo hi* Uft fareWell, withhis Animadverfions 
on this boof^. J 
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