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T H E 

I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

T o a l l f u c h a s n e g l e d t , d i f l i k e , o r q u a i v 

r e l l a t a l i f e o f t r u e a n d f e r i o u s G o d -

l i n e f s . 

T hath been the matter of my frequent 
admiration. Hew it ean be confident with 
^ N a t u r a l f e l f - love , W R e a f o n a b l e -
nefs ©f man-kind > and the fpecial i n 
genuity of fome above othersy for men 
to believe £ thac they muf t d i e , and 
after l ive ia endlefs Joy or m i f e r y , ac

cording to their preparations i n this l i f e , ] and yet to make 
no greater a matter of it, nor fet themfelves tvitb all their 
might to enquire what they muft he and do if they wiB be 

faved $ but to make as great a bufinefs and bufsle to have 
their W i l l s and Pleafure for a little whtle, in the fmall im
pertinent matters of this world, as if they had neither hopes 
or fears of any greater things hereafter. That as fome me
lancholy per fins are cetera f a n i y as rational as other men in 
all matters faving fome o n e , in which yet their deliration 
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fuaketb them the ytty or derifion of obfervers \ fomamy that 
have wit enough to avoid pre and water, and to go out of the 
way from a wild beaff or a mad man, yet have not the wit to 
avoid damnation , nor to prefer reeternal life before a mer
ry p&ffageunto bell : Tea thatfome that account themfelves 
ingenuouss and men of a deeper reach then the unlearned, 
can fee no further through thepromtfes fir threatnings of God, 
then through a Profpeclive oraTnbe 5 and have no wit that 
looketh beyond a grave; yea are ready to [mile at the fimfli* 
city of thofe that care whether they live in Heaven or Hell, 
andufe but as much diligence for their falvation^ as they u[t 
themfelves for that which Paul accounted dung., 

OHany a time 1 have wondered how the Devil can thus 
ahufe a man of reafon, and fuck as think themfelves no 
fools I and how fucb unexprefuble dotage can fland with 
either learning, ingenuity , or common under/landing 5 and 
what (hifttbe Devil and thefemen make to keep them from 
feeing that have eyes, or from feeing the Heavens, that can 
fee the fmalleft duft or atome. But my admiration u abated 
when 1 confider, that the wit that fervttb to move a poppet > is 
not enough to Rule a Kingdom 5 and that fleeping Reafon is 
as none $ and that it is the very art andbnfmefs of the De~ 
vil to charm finners to Jleep and wake at once. Dormi re 
D e o , at mundo v ig i l a re : to be ajleep to Cod, and awake to 
the world : o / ^ / ^ p r e f e n t things engage the f en fes v 

and call off Reafon from its work : And that the feeming 
difiance of the life to come, occaftoneth the neglect of (fupid 
half-believing fouls, till they find it is indeed at hand : even 
as Death though certain, affefteth few in youth and health; 
as it doth when tbey perceive that they mufl prefemly be 
gone : And withall^ that a man is not a man in act till he be 
confiderate : and that it is as good be without eyei, aspHto 
Wink, We know what detained our felves f& long in lleep 
<md f o l l y 5 and we know what makes a* yet fo f l o w .* and 

therefore 



( 3 ) 
therefore tve may know what it is that this unmanntih 

'^Reader, if thou be one of thefe unhappy fouls Whether 
thy brain he fo tick as really to think that there u no life to 
come for man, or that there needs nofuch care and diligence 
to pep are for it; or whether thy heart be fo corrupt W b a d 
as to be againfl the things which thou conffjefl to be G o o d 
and Necefifary or whether thy Reafon be cajl fo faf t afleep, 
as never foberly toconf ider of the only thing of everlafl* 
ing conference and concernment to thyfelf s or whether thy 
Hear t be grown jo dead W f t u p i d , as to be pafl feeling, and 
never moved and affected with the things which thou he-arc ft y 

and knewcjl, and conftdereft to be fo great and nece^fary ; 
which ever of thefe be thy fad condition, 1 have new this one 
requefl to thee, as a friend that truly defireth thy falvation? 
and I tender it to thee with as earmft a defire > as if thou 
faweft me upon my knees intreating thee for the Lords fake , 
and for thy fouls fake, and as ever thou hspefl for the com
fort of a dying man, and as ever thou care [I what becomes of 
thy foul for ever , and as ever thou wilt anfwer it to Chrift 
and thy own confcience with peace at lafl,that thou neither de
n y me, nor put me off with a carelefs reading, nor with con* 
tempt or difregardMy requefl to thee is but this reafon&ble 
thing 5 [ T h a t thou wile f o long make a ftand in thy way, 
and grant me fo much o f thy t i m e , as once t o read 
throughout this Treatife, and SERIOUS LT t o 
CONSIDER o f what thou Readeft, and heartily to 
beg o f G o d upon thy knees, t o teach thee and lead thee 
in to the t r u t h , and then to be true to G o d and to t h y 
Confcience, and Re£olvedly t o do that which thou art 
convinced is R i g h t , and Bef t , and Neceflary. ] This is all 
my requefl to thee at the prefent: Put me not off with a de
ny all or neglect, as thou wilt anfwer it to God , and as thou 
wilt not be a wilful felf-condemnor : Haft thou flentfo many 

{ b z ) hours 
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hours and dayes in vjin, and cannot 1 beg a few hours 0 / 
thee, to Read and T h i n k of thy BvtrUftir4g ftate f If 
thou dareft not Read and T h i n k of what can be fa>d about 
fuch things as thefey it is a ftgn thy cafe is indeed fo bad that 
thou haft merenzzd then others to Read and' T h i n k of them. 
1 know the D e v i l dare n o t ^ t e thee leave to do it, if he can-
hinder thee- for fear left thy eyes jhould be of enedto fee, and 
thy heart awakened to feel, the things which be fo labour eth 
tokeep away from thyhgxand f e e l i n g , tig itbeto* late : 
And wilt thou grant him his deftre to thy damnation, or chrift 
and his fervants their defire to thy falvation ? Think of it 
mB before thou anfwer it by word or deed. 

Being in hope that thou haft granted myrcqueft ( f o R e a d , 
C o n f i d e r , Pray for h e l p , and f a i t h fu l ly do what G o d 
lhall teach thee ) Jfhallnow begin to open thee the way to the 
matter of this Treatife : The fumme of my buftnefs is to 
teach thee, 1 T i r a . 4 . 8. that {_ bodily exercife ( in Reli^ 
gten) prof i te th l i t t l e , but Godlinefs is profitable to al l 
things, having thepromife of the l ife that now is, and 
o f that which is to come. ] / think it meet therefore to teH 
thee here in the beginning [ W h a t . Godlinefs is 3 which 
the ^poftle diftinguifheth from [ b o d i l y exercife ] in 
matters of Religion, and which 1 have proved fo Neceffa-
r y and Excellent in this Treatife. And this 1 muft do, 
I . left thou deceive thy foul by taking fomething elfe for God* 
lincjs 5 i . and left thou l&fe thy labour in the Heading of this 
B ook, and hearing what Scrip'ure and Preachers fay fer -God* 
Unefs 5 and 3 . left thou wrong me and thy fe l f ( according 
to the cuftom of this malicious age} by imagining that by 
Godl inefs , / mean either Superftithn, or Hypocrifte, or 
Schifm or that I am perfwading thee to fedit ion, humor, cr 
needlefsftn^uhrity,underthe name of Godlinefs W R e -
igiom I {hall therefore tell you diftinclly here, W h a t G o d -

linefs is indeed 5 and, W h a t i t isnor, , 
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In General G O D L I N E S S is our D E V O T 

E D N E S S T O G O D . And all tbefe things fol-
lowtngare Eflent lal toit , and ef indffenftble Necefity to 

falvation. 
i . That materially it contain thefe three things. 
1. 7he true internal Principle, Soul and L i f e of G o d -

lineis : which is the Spirit o f G o d , R o m . 8. 9. The Di
vine Nature , 2 Pet 1. 4 . The new, and [oft, and (ingle 
hetrt, Jer. 32. 39. Ezek. I J . 19. Thefeedof God abiding 
in us,1 John 3 . 9 . 

2 . In ten t ion 0/ *fo true ends 0/ Gocuinels : 
which is the Reward in Heaven, M a t t h . 5 .11 ,12 . Luke 
1 8 . 2 2 . M a t t h . 6. 20, 2 1 . R o m . 8. 1 7 , 1 8 . r ^ P l e a f i n g 
of G o d W f k Beatifical V i f i o n W f r u i t i o n o f him with 
Chrift and his triumphant Church in the New Jerufalem for 
tifzr» 

3. The Reception W O b f e r v a t i o n of the true Rule of 
G o d l i n e f s : which is [ t h e W i l l of God revealed part ly 
in Na ture , and fu l ly in the H o l y Scriptures: ] This mnfl 
^ / « ^ r ^ h e a r t s , P f a l m 3 7 . 3 i - J e r « 3 1 , 3 h a r } d m h 

delight we muft meditate in it day and night , Pfalm 1 . 2 . 
To ca(i away and defpife the L a w of God, is the brand cf the 
rebellious, I fa. 5. 24. 

2. It is E i T e n t i a l ^ Godlinefs7^4/ // formal ly contain 
thefe three Relations, 

1 . It ua Devotednefs of our (elves as H I S O W N 
to GO D as our O W N E R , or Proprietary , or Lord 5 
quitting all pretence to any co-ordinate title to our felves, and 
refigning our felves abfolutely ( and all that we have) to him 
that by the right of Creation W Redemption/J our Lord, 
PfaJ. 100. s-& 9A- Joh . 17.6. 

2 . Godlinefs contaimtb A Devotednefs of our felves as 
f i i b j e c l s ^ G ^ ^ r f W Supream and A b f o l u t e G o v e r n o r , 
to Rale us by his Laws, his Officers and his Spu ic ; Togi^ 
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up our (elves to he Ruled by him 44 our Kin? : U Learn of 
him asm Teacher, to work for him as our Mafler: to go^t 

under h im and follow him as our c^tsiin „^A... 

that ^ D t V o t e d n e i T e f * G o d , be with a true Renuncia
t i o n , Refif tance, ^ F o r f a i t i n g of the three great con
traries or Enemies to God and us : 

1. Of the D e v i l as the Deceiver and Principle of 
wickednefs. 

2. Of the World (its Prof i t s , Honours , and Plea-
fures ) as the baite by which the Devil would deceive us, 
and/leal away our hearts from God, and take up our time\ 
and tumour thoughts from the one thing neceffary. 

3. Ofthe Fle ih , as the rebelling faculty that would ex-
alt it felf above our Reafon, and be pleofed before God, and 
fowould take its PJeafure as our f e l i c i ty and E n d , inflead 
ef the true f e l i c i ty and E n d . 

4 . / f / ' / E f l e n t i a h * Godlinefs f u b j c & i v e l y , that God 
have the p reeminence above all Creatures, 1. In the 
Habi tua l E f t ima t ion o f our Judgements, preferring 
him as the mod: Great , and W i f e , W G o o d , before all 
ethers. 2. lnthe W i l l s h a b i t m l C o n f e n c W Choice 5 

refuftng all in comparison of him, and C h o o f i n g him as 
our L o r d , our Ruler , W o u r B c f t , W C o n f c n t i n g truly 
to the Relations in which he is offered to us. 5. In the 
w i l l s Refo lu t ion to feek him and obey h i m , and en
deavour toexprefs thefe inward principles^ fo as to prefer no 
twpetiur before him, 

J . 7ht 
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5. The Soul or I n t e r n a l ^ / of Godl ine fs conftftmg 

Fffentially in the things already mentioned; the B o d y of it5 

J Godlinefs expreflive and v . f i b l e confifleth in thefe 
three things. 

1 . / f l o u r Covenant w i t h G o d the Fa ther ,Son ,ana 
H o l y G h o f t - , our Crea tor , Redeemer and Sandirier? 
our O w n e r , G o v e m o u r , and F a h e r {or Benefactor. ) 
It ^ e i T e n t i a l ^ v i f i b l e expreflive Godlmds, that there 
be fuch a C o v e n a n t / ^ ? / and regularly it is to he fo* 
kmniz>edby Bap t i fme : And thofe that are Baptised tn 
Jnfancie, mrtft neceffardj renew, and perform it ihemfelves 
when they come to age, and that u n d e r f h n d i n g l y , delibe
ra te ly , f ree ly , and f e r io i f l y . 

2 . Godlinefs v i f i b l e and expreffive confifieth in our 
P r o f c f l i o n f l / ' that devotcdnefs to G o d , and tha t f o r 
fai t ing o/V/^ Dzv\],the wor ld ,and the &,<\\whichwe have 
before defenbed as the ElfenCQ of In ternal Godl inefs , and 
to which in the holy Covenant to* oblige our felves. 
Chrifl will be confefied before men, and will be ajl)amed 
of them before God and Angels, who are fo far ajhamed of 
him before men, as ordinarily to refu[e to own him and con* 

fefshim. The publike worfhiping of God in Cbrifl, in 
Praier,Thansgivwg, Praifes, Sacrament, is appointed as 
?£ /Profc fT ingf a&s, by which we openly own our Lord : 
And therefore o rd inar i ly the AlTembling our feives t o 
gether f o r th is publ ike w o i f h ' p is not to be f o r f aken , 
through negligence or fear 5 but with Dan ie l we muft 
pray though we are fure to be cafl to the Lyons den • For 
though no duty be at all times a duty, yet the difowning of 
our God, or denjing him, or being ajhamed of him, or inor
dinately afraid of man Js at all times a fin'* and ordinarily and 
feafonably to profefs true Godl inefs , our fubjeflion and 
devotednefs to God, is eflcntial to External G o d l i -
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3- V i f i b l e E x p r e t f i v e G o d ! i r , c f s < ^ effentially cenftfl 

intfjePtaaicc of our fore-defcribed Covenant and Pro-
f t m o n : That cur faces he truly Heaven-wards, and that 
our walk be in the way of God, though we fomeiimes flip 
and fumble and if we fiep afide that we turn m t back 
again, but return by Repentance Umr way: that the drift 
and aime, and bent of our lives, be for God and our faU 
nation: and t hut there be in us no fin, which truly and habi
tually we had not rather leave then keep: And that our Zreat 
bufwefswthe worldbe the pleafing of God, and the fating 
of our foals: and that neither Honours, norProfits,nor Plea-
juresoftheflefhM've the preheminence,and be preferredithat 
Chrift be not put under the Great ones of the world, nor put 
after your commodity, m r put off with the leavings of the 

fiejh, but that all be made to /loop to him9 and take his leav-
tngs: All this is of neccfuy to falvation, and e/fential to 
exprefhve Godi incfs . 

, By this time Reader thou mayfl eafily fee, i . that Gofc 
lir.efs is not an unefTccluai o p i n i o n , ^ dead belief-, If thorn 
were the moft O r t h o d o x profeiTour, or Preacher in the 
world, thou art u n g o d l y ; / thou have no more. All have 
not^ Fai th that fay the Creed 5 The notional apprehenfion. 
and thepraclical judgement are often contrary, The o p i 
nion that is i ne f f i c i en t to change the H e m , to move the 
w i l l , to renew the life, /hall prove inefficient to fare the 

2. Tou may fee that Godlinefs knot the adhearingto 
a Par ty , though fuch 4 Party as pretendeth to fomefbecial 
excellency, or calls it [elf the-only C h u r c h , or the pureft 
C h u r c h . It is & Cm to make and c f u n f l i parties, d i v i -
fions,W fa&ions in the Umver fa i C h u r c h , and it is 
mt Godlmefs to fin. A Godly man through weaknefs 
may be of a finful party, but that k contrary to his G o d i i -
aels. He will worfhipGod with his befl, and be where he 
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way have heft advantage to his Sod, and therefore if he 
can, will hold perfonal local communion with the be ft and 
pureft congregations 5 but not as feparating from the reft, 
and betaking himfelf to a Par ty fee againft the C h u r c h 
univerfal , gr a Par ty finfully dtftant from others in the 
C h u r c h un iver fa l . The grand defign of the Devil i f , 
when men will needs look after Religion, to make them 
believe that to be of fab a Cmxch, or Pmy,isto &r Re
l igious, and to trttft to that inflead of Godlinefs for the 
faving of their Souls. <_And carnal felf-fee king Teachers 
are the principal infiruments of this deceit; who for their 
homur or commodity would draw away Difciples after them, 
and make poor Souls believe that they muft be their followers, 
or of their fide, or opinion, or Church, if they will be faved: 
The Papift faith, Toumufi follow the Pope, and be of our 
Church, or you are no true Catholicks, nor in the true Churchy 
and cannot be faved : And fome other Sells fay the like 
of their Churches, And how many thoufand ungodly 
wretches do think to be faved, becaufe they arejfuch a 
Church or party. But the Catholick or Univerfal Churchy 
& the whole company of Believers Headed only by Chrift:. 
* » ^ G o d l i n c f s muff prove thee a living member of this 
foetety,unlcfs thou wilt be burnt with the wtthered branches : 
And Cod will never condemn any one that is truly Godly be* 
caufe he is not of this feci or party,or of that: And the Papifts 
that are the moft notorious feci and grand dividers of the 
Church, and condemners of the juftifted^fhaH know one day, 
that A m b i c i o n was not true Religion ; and that the name 
o f un i ty , and univerfa l i ty and A n t i q u i t y , were, unmeet 
inpuments to be ufed to the deflrnclion of U n i t y , and con* 
tradiclion of U n i v e r f a l i t y W A n t i q u i t y * and that God 
hachfet a p a r t h i m r e l f the man that is G o d l y , though 
the Accufer of the Brethren would cafl luchout, P f a l . 4 . J 
A n d w h o ih i l l condemn when i t is C h r i f t that jufti'nVch? 
R o m - 8 - 3 5 . ( O 3.Toi 
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Tou may fee now, that Godl incfs is not any meer exter

nal a f t or w o r f h i p : Externa l wor fh ip there mufibe, and 
that with all decencie and reverent behaviour : but it is 
hypocr i f ie if there be nothing but the Corps without the 
Internal Godlinefs which is the life and foul. B o d i l y 
exercife?* here by the Apoftledifiinclfrom Godl inefs . 

4. Tou may now fee that Godl inefs is not the meer f o r 
bearance of the outward acls or practice of any fin. For 
elfe a deep, or a p r i f o n might make a man Godly by re
fraining him from the acls of fin : He is ungodly that had 
rather live in the fin which through fome reftraint he doth 
forbear. Jf you w o u l d do i t , you hare done i t , in Gods 
account. 

5. Tots may fee alfo that whatfoeverReligioufnefs,obedience3 

or Endeavours fubjeel Chrift to the flefh and world, and make 
him give place to them and come behind, do not defervethe 
name of Godl incfs . Tou are not G o d l y , how far foever 
elfe you goe, if G$d and your Salvation take not place 
before all the honours, profits and pleafures of the world. 
As he is not G o d that hath any Greater, W i f e r or Better 
then himfelf- fo that is not Godl inefs which giveth the 
precedency praclically to any thin% but God: that pretendeth 
never fo highly to Honour him, and yet more efteemeth their 
own Honour with the world : or that profeffeth Love and 
Obedience to him, and yet Loveth and obeyetha Lufi before 
him, and fets mere by Love and obedience to themfelves^ 
then by their owner other mens Love or obedience to God. 
Allthefe are the cheating counterfe i ts*/ Godlinefs . 

6. And if none of thefe be Godlinefs* much left doth 
it confifi in any. fin : in fuperfiition, idolatry, or in ow
elty, blood and perfection through a carnal zeal: in a bring
ing all others by violence to our proud impious wills : in mur* 
muring^[edition, rebellion, or refifling lawful Powers, under 
pretence of propagating religion : Godlinefs conftftethnot 
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in $efuitical contrivances, and undermining others, and 
equivocations and pious frauds : in drfturbing Kingdoms, 
killing Kings 5 blowing up Parliaments : abfolving fubjecls 

from allegiance^ and giving aw ay the Dominions of Tempo
ral Lords if they will not obey the Pope in exterminating 
their Heroticks, ( as is Decreed to be done in the Approved 
General Council at the Laterane under Innocent 3. Can .3 . ) 
nor doth it confift in murdering thirty theufand or fourty 
thoufand treacheroufly in a few weeks, as in France, or much 
above twice as many in Ireland 5 nor in butchering Chrifti-
ans by hundreds or thoufands as they did long agoe by the 
Waldenfes and Albigenfes.and Bohemians : Nor in racking 
and tormenting them byjnquifttion, nor in frying them in 
the flames of fagots, as in J>ueen Maries days, and fre
quently elfewbere : This is the Religion of the father of 
malice, that thirds for blood, and not of the Merciful Prince 
of Peace, Godlinefs is not the running to arms, and pulling 
down Governments, to fetup the proud felf-conceited attars 
under pretence of fetting up Chrifl and preparing for his 
Kingdom-.fnatching in their dream at Crowns and Kingdoms, 
and finding when they awake that they have catcht a gallows. 
When the Fryers hadfpawned the turbulent people among 
us i» Eng land , that thought they mufl do any thing and 
overturn the Governments of the world to make Chrtft the 
f f t h Monarch, and bring him from heaven to Reign vifibly 
on earth before he is willing to come, I muft c&nfefs I oft 
thought that their cunning was much more wonderful to keep 
thefe people from being undeceived, then at firft t o de
ceive t hem. To keep them {in delight of all our dt (co
wries and warnings) in fuch furious bhndnefs, as to goe 
on and do their fathers work, and rage again}} thefe that 
t^d them their original, and whither they were going. The 
poor feduced people never read fuch Books as Fryar C a m -
panella's de Regno D e i , & f a c e r d o t b ChtW, &c* 

( f 2 ) wherein 
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wherein he kings up all the Prophetical Texts in I fa iah, D a 
nie l , d*c. which the[e men ufe, and laboureth to jhew what 
a golden Age is coming , in which divifisns jhall ceafe, and 
unity become the prengtb and beauty of the world, and this 
by the Universal reign of Chrift : and what a happy people 
the Saints will be , and how they fbaHthen judge and rule 
the world ( and, o the comfort! the time is near 5 \and\uft 
fuch words he ufeth for his fifth m o f t glorious univ-erfal 
Monarchy, as others now do: But when all comes to all, the 
myflerie unveiled is but ibis 5 that Chrift muft reign by the 
Pope bis Deputy • and that all Princes and Nations mufi 
fubmit and ftoop >, and their Kingdoms mufif all become the 
Kingdoms of the Lord and of his "cbrtfl, to be governed by 
his Deputy the Pope : and ( the power falfly called jpiritttal, 
being fir ft well fettled) the other Key or Sword alfo (the 
temporal) mujl for unity fake be put into the fame hand : 
The Heavens therefore fhouldrejojce, and the earth be glad ^ 
for the Lord thus cometh to judge the world : The fifth Mo
narchy is at hand : The Univerfal holy reign of Chrift, not 
by prophane Princes, but by his Holinefs the Pope, and by the 
Saints (theFryars, ft[uites, Monks>andClergy) thatfhall 
judge the world, to whom ere long all knees [ball bow. 

But you will fay, We art [0 far from joyning with theft 
Fryars, that we hate the Pope much more then you do. 1 
anfwer 5 Tou have received their frame of doctrine of the 
Univer fa l fifth Monarchy that is at hand : there Is but one 
thing to do, andytu are theirs % which is to convince you that 
Chrift is mt to come and reign here perfonally , but by his 
Great Vicegerent. And they that could bring you to believe 
things more improbable , may more $$&f eaftly bring yon 
to them from your unreafonable conceit. 

Pardon this Digref$ion$ 1 thought meet to tell you that 
Godlinefs lyeth not in breaking the Law of Cod, nor in obey
ing Pride^ nor beingthe enemies of Government and order 

in 
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in the world, nor in an impatient flriving by right or wrongs 
to breakaway from tbeyoakof fuffering, that God for our fin 
( trior his c&ufe ) fhaMay upon us. And now I hsve fully 
and difimclly foldyouj W h a t God i inc f s i s , and W h a t i t is 
n o r * 

Andnowgo thy way, malicious feuf and fay, if thou dare, 
( as the Devils informers frequently do} that it is (edition, 
or faction orfchifm, or difobedience, that we draw the people 
to under the name of Godlinefs : Bold on if thou wilt a little 
longer in fuch impudent calumniations againf me and other 
tJMiniftersof Chrtfl : But k n o w that thy day is c o m i n g , 
and that for a l l thefe things thou (halt come to judge
ment and if thou'] up fie the ungodly, yet remember, that 
£ l t is not good to have r e f p e d or perfons in judge
ment ; and he that fai th to the w i c k e d 3 T h o u art Righte
ous the people mail curfe h i m , Nat ions mall abherr 
h i m . 3 Prov. 2 4 . 2 3 , 2 4 . [ H e that j u f t i f i e th the wicked , 
and he that condemneth the j a f t y even they both are 
abomination to the L o r d . ] Prov, 17, 1 j . [ W o unto 
them that call E v i l G o o d , and Good E v i l , that put dark-
nefs f o r l igh t , and l i g h t f o r darknefs s that put bi t ter fo r 
fweet ,and fweet f o r bitter — which ju f t i f l e the wicked 
f o r reward , and take away the righteoufnefs o f the 
righteous f r o m h i m : therefore as the fire devourcth the 
ftubble, 3nd the flame confumeth the chaff , fo their root 
(ball be rot tennefs , and their bloiTom (hall go up as the 
duf t , becaufe they have caft away the L a w o f the L o r d 
of H o f t s , and defpifed the w o r d o f the ho ly one o f 
lfracl. ] I fa. 5. 20 , 23 , 24, Let the malicious ferpentac-
eufe Job before God 5 in the end it fhaS turn to his own con* 

fufion* And if any of the Princes of the earth, will by Doegs 
he provoked tode flro)theVriep , or by jealoufte kindled by 
malicious whiffet-ersfoe incited to do by the [ervantsofChrift, 
as they did by the Waldenfes, Bohemians,Vrotcflantsin many 
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places , & c . we will remember the memorable words of 
D a v i d , i Sam. 26. 18 ,19 . and let the luffirers imitate him 
in the f u b m i i S v c ^ r / , [Where fo re doth ray L o r d purfue 
after his fervant 1 for what have I done > or what evi l 
is i n my hand < N o w therefore I pray thee let m v L o r d 
the K i n g hear the words o f his fe rvant : I f the L o r d have 
ftirred thee up again ft me, let h im accept an offer ing • 
but i f i t bethc children o f men, curfed be they before 
the L o r d 5 fo r they have driven me out this day f r o m 
abiding i n the .inheritance o f the L o r d , faying, G o f e r v c 
other Gods J f By going wherethey are ferved ) 

TJ^vtng fully/hewedyou [ W h a t Godlinefs is ] I now 
* befeeeh thee, Reader, to enquire , Whe the r this 

delcnbcd cafe be thine t Art thou Devoted to God without 
referve, as being not thine own but his ? And haft thou de
voted all thou baft to him with thy f e l f , to be ufed according 
to his Will f K^Art thou mm fubjecled to his Authority, 
and obfervant of his Laws and Government, then of mans ? 
and can his word do more with thee, tun the word of any 
mortal man, or then the violence of thy lufts and paf ions ? 
Art thou heartily engaged to him as thy felicity , and doft 
thou give up thy felf to him in filial Love, dependance and 
ebfervance, as to thy deareftfriendandFather ? Dofi then 
highly<eftefteem him, W r e f o l v e d l y choofe him, and Cm-
cerely feek him , preferring nothing in thy Ef t imat ion • 
Choice, Refo lu t ion , or Endeavour before him ? Try by 
thefe and the other particulars in the Dejcription, whether 
you are Godly or ungodly -, and do it faithfully for the day 
is at hand, when the ungodly fhall not ftand in judgement 
nor finnersinthe Affembly of tbejufi,Pk). 1. 5. 

LA nd be fides the marks expreffed in the defcription, let 
me offer you fome from theplain words of the Textt, that yon 



( 1 5 ) 
may fee what G o d accounteth Godlinefs 9 andcenjtqutntl] 
how to judge your felves. 

I # m John 3, 5 ,6 . it is written, V e r i l y except a 
man be born again, he cannot enter i n t o the K i n g d o m o f 
G o d — ~ T h a t which is born o f the f k f l i is f k f h , and 
that which is born o f the Spir i t is Spi r i t . ] 2 Cor. 5 . 1 7 . 
I f any man be in C h r i f t , h e is a new creature old things 
are patted away , behold al l th ings are become new. ] 
Rom. 8 . 9 . I f any man have n o t the fpiric of C h r i f t , the 
fame is none o f his. ] 

From thefe Texts you fee, that a heart andlife made new 
by the Spirit of pejus chrifi , is abfolutely neoeffary to true 
Godlinefs. 

2, Pfalm 119. 5. O that m y wayes were directed t o 
keep thy Statutes. J Rom. 7. 18. T o w i l l is prefent w i t h 
me. ] Pfalm 7 3 . 25. W h o m have I in heaven but thee, 
and.tbere is none on earth, ejrc. ] Jfa. 2 6 . 8 . T h e d e f i r e 
o f our f o u l is t o thy name, and to the remembrance o f 
thee. 3 

From thefe and fuch Itke texts it is evident, that £ The 
principal de fires of a godly man, and the choice of his will, is 
to be what God would have him be. ] 

3. Pfalm 1 2 . His del ight is in the L a w o f the L o r d , 
and therein doth he medicate day and nighe. 1 Pet. 2. 2. 
A s new born babes defire the fincere m i l k o f the W o r d , 
that ye may g row thereby. ] Luke 10 . 42 . 

From thefe and fuch like Texts it is mamfefl• ^ £ That all 
the Godly d? Love the Word of God, as the food of their foulss 

and the director of their lives. J 
4.. kMatth. 6. 20, 2 1 , 33 . Lay up fo r your felves a 

treafure in heaven, &c. For where your treafure is, 
there w i l l your hearts be alfo : Seek firft the K i n g d o m 
o f G o d and his righteoufnefs. ] Mattb.7.13. Luke 24. 
C Enter in at the ftrait g a t e - — f t r i v e to enter i n - — * 

f o r 



f o r many mall feek and mal l not be able. ] 2 Pet, i ~ ren 
Give diligence to make your call ing and election fare. ] 
Mom. 1 2 . 1 1 . 

From thefe and finch texisyeu mdy difcern9 that [Godlinefs 
eonfifteth in fuch diligence for falvation , as to feek it before 
any earthly thlngySana not to think the labour of a holy life 
too much for it. ] 
£ 5. Rom. 8. 1 , 5, 6, 7 , 8 , 1 3 . Gal 5 ,iS3i$. Read them 
and you mil fee that [ Godlinefs confifteth in living after 
the f f i r i t , an I not after the flefh, and in mortifying the deeds 
of the body by the fpirit 3 living not by fenfualny, but by 
Faith. ] 

6. John 3. 19 , 20 . [ A n d this is the condemnation , 
that l ight is come into the wor ld , and men loved dark-
nefs rather then l i gh t , becaufe their deeds were e v i l : For 
every one that doth evil hateth the l igh t , neither cometh 
to the l igh t , le f t his deeds mould be reproved : but he 
that doth t ru th cometh to thcl ight , &c. ] 1 King. 21.7,8.' 
A n d the K i n g o f ifrael faid to Jcbs/hapbat, there is yec 
one man ( Micaiah ) by whom we may enquire o f the 
L o r d : but I hate him for he doth not prophefie good 
concerning me, bu t ev i l : A n d fehofhapbat fa id . Le t not 
the K i n g fay f o . ] 

From thefe and fuch like Texts you fee, that \_ The Godly 
love the difcovering light, and the mo ft fe arching faithful 
preachePt, but the ungodly cannot endure the light which 
fheweth them their fins, nor love the Preachers that tell 
them of their fin and mifery, ~] 

7. iCor.13. John \%35. By this (hall all men k n o w 
that ye are my Di f c ip l e s , i f you love one another. ] 
1 John 1 . 14. vVe k n o w that we have pafTed f r o m 
death to l i fe , becaufe we love the Brethren. ] vfal. 15.4. 
[ I n whofe eyes a vile perfoa is contemned 5 but he ho-
noureth them that fear the L o r d . 

^ ' From 
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From thefe, and fuch like texts, H is evident,that [ All 

that are truly Godly, have a fpecial Love to thofe that are 
Godly: they love and honour Chrift in his Image on his 
Saints. ] 

8. Acts i . 4 2 . ^ 4 . 32. Toumay (eey that [The God-
I j love the Communion of Saints, to joyn with them in holy 
doctrine, feliowjhip and prayers. ] 

9 . iThef. f . 17. Pray continually ] Luke 18. il 
C h r i f t fpake a Parable t o them to this end, that men 
ough t alwayestopray, and not to wax f a i n t . ] Acts 9 . 1 1 . 
Behold he prayeth. ] Z e c h . 12.10. I w i l l pour out — — 
t h e f p i r i t o f prayer and f u p p l i c a t i o n ™ — ] Rom. 8. i # l 
T h e Spir i t helpeth our infirmities 5 f o r we k n o w not 
Tvhat to pray f o r as we ought, &c. ] 

From all thefe, and fuch like it is evident, that |[ Prayer 
is the breath of a Godly man ; he is a man of Prayer : 
When he wanteth words, he hath dtftres with tears or 
groans. ] 

10. cWatth. 15. 8 , 9 . Th i s people draweth near me 
w i t h their l i p s , but their hearts are far f r o m me - — — 3 
pohnOf. 2 3 , 2 4 . G o d is ̂ Spiri t , and they that wor fh ip 
h i m , m u f t worf t i ip h i m in f p i r i t and t r u th . ] 

From fitch texts it is evident that £ Every Godly man 
doth make the inward exercife of his foul the principal part 
of his worfhip unto God, and doth not flick in bodily cxcrcife% 

or lip fcrvne, ] 
1 1 . jfofh 2 4 . 1 5 , A s fo r me and my houmoId ,Wewi l 

ferve the L o r d . ] so Deut. 6. & 11. & 1 Pet. 2 . 1 7 , 1 8 . 
& 3 Tc.ef fph. 5. &6. 

From?* rylacb Texts it is evident, that Godly men de-
fire the [anctipcation of others , and make confcience of 
the dates of their relations, and would have their hozf-
holds or friends to ferve the Lord as well as 
they. 2 

( d ) t i . Inke 



« . Luk.14.26,33. & . 1 8 . 2 2 . Mattb.10.37. Romv, 
8 . 1 7 , 1 8 . 

From thefe and other texts it is evident, that £ all things 
are below Chrift and heaven in the practical efteem of a 
Godly man, andthat he will for fake them all rather then-he 
will for fake him. 3 All thefe are Scripture Marks of Godli
nefs, 

YJAving haftily run over thefe things to help you in the 
* 1 Tryal, I will add (ome Directions to help you in the 
practice, and therein yet fnUyer to acquaint you, W h e r e i n 
true C o d l i n e f s d o t h c o n f i f r . ] 

Briefly to lay before you fir ft the meer enumeration of the 
chief points wherein found Godlinefs doth confift, to help 
your memories, whileydu fee them chfe together; 1.Sound 
Godl inefs confifleth in a [olid under [landing of the fub-
ftaniial points of Religion. 2 . In a [ound belief of the 
Truth of Gods word, and the reality* of the unfeen things. 
3. In an adhering to the holy Scriptures as the Divine Rule 
of faith and life. 4 . In the Love of God in Refits Chrift, 
excited by the belief of his Love revealed by -feftss Chrifti 
5 . In true humility, and low thoughts of cur f elves, and low 
expectation from others. 6. In a heavenly mind that' 
moft regardeth the things above, and fteketh them as our only 
felicity at home. y. In felf deny al, and mortification, and 
temperance, and victory over the defires of the flefh. When 
we can deny our own conceits, andintenfls and wills for God: 
and are dead to the world, and are not fervants to our fiefhly 
appetites or jenfes, or to the things below. 8. In thankful-
nt f f o r received Mercies, and Vraifingthe Glorious name of 
God. 9 In the willing and diligent ufe of the means that God 
kith appointed us for [alvation.. 10., In charity or Love to 
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all men even our enemies ; and a (fecial love to true Bt~ 
lieversl n . J n a love to the holy communion of Saints, 
efpeciJl] in publike wrfhip< 12. In a tender defire of the 
unity of the Saints, and their concord and increafe of Cha
rity ? and a trouble at their dtfcordand diviftons. In 
dealing fa ft ly in our places with all men, and carefully 
avoidingall that may he injurious to any. 14. In ftudy-
ing to do all the good we can: and doing it to our power 5 
especially to tbehoufhold of faith. 15. confcionahle 
difcharge of the duties of our relations, as Rulers, Teach-
ers, Parents, Maflers, fubjects and inferiors. 16. In watch-
fulnefs againfl Temptations, and avoiding occafions of (in. 
17. In ferious preparations for Offerings and death, and 
patient bearing them when they come. Thef i are the things 
that GodHnels doth confifi in. 

And now out ofx\\ 1 will draw up ten practical directions, 
which in a fpec/al manner I would intreatyou to Prdlice, if 
you would be folidly G o d l y , and not be deceived with names 
or counterfeits. 

Direct. 1 . Be fare t o l ive upon the fubf tant ia ls o f 
R e l i g i o n ? and \et them receive no detriment by a pretence 
ef \eal for leffer points : Lay not your Religion in uneffe-
dual opinions 5 and let lower truths and duties keep their 
places, and not be fet above the higher. 

Dir. i . See that your Re l ig ion be principal ly fcated 
in the Heart. Vnderfland it as well a* you can ( left it 
betaken from you ;) but never think it is f av ing ly your 
o w n while it is but in the brain : fo much you believe in
deed as you L o v e , and as hath imprinted the Image of God 
upon your hearts : Ever fee that your w i l l s be Refolved for 
God and holinefs; and that you be able truly to fay, I w o u l d 

( ^ 2 ) be 


