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and it holdeth as well in fecrer as in publike ; foehatif aman

_were fure to do a mifchief and never be difcovered, he would

never the lefs abhor i, as being not unkaown to ‘God and con-
{cience. A man that feareth not God and confeience, will never
ftick to do a mifchief, if he may efcape the eye and revesging
hand of man : Fanux willfet fire to the train to blow up King
and Parliament, if he fee but a probability of efcape. But he
that feelech the bonds of Godupon him, dare notrebel.

4. Holine[s deftroyeth Self-love which is the Spring of all di/-
contents, and difobedience : and teachectha manto own no Ends
orinterefts but what {tand in dwe [wbodination to the bomour of
Godand the common good , and in due coordination with the Wwe/-
fare of our nesghbonrs : Whereas the ungodly are every man of
chem an Idol to himfelf : fe/f is theonly Lordand Law, fet up
againft God and King and Countrey; And if God or King, OF
Lonntreybeferved by chem, it is but in fubferviency to them-
felves, as they look to attgin fome wealth or dignity or honour
byit. The felf-fecking max is faithful and trufty to no man but
himfelf. And the felf-denying man hath no grear tempration to

be unfaithful.

S. Heline[s doth partly comfift of charity, and tcgchct_h men
to do as they wou'd be done by : And how canie goc ill with any
focieties where Love prevaileth, and men aregs loth to swrong
as to bs wremged, and to do hurt to others as to them-

felves !

6. Holine[s brings down Gods blefling an each particular fub-
jed : and makecha people the delight of God ; and brings them
under the promife of his favour. Godlinefs ss prefitable to all
things, havisg the promife of the Life that mow s, and of that
Which 4s to come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. Whart abundance of promifcs are
there to ‘the obedient ? 1/#. 1.19. Dent. 4.30. Ewed. 23.22.

"Deps. 11.27. & 13.4.6 30.2,8,20. Jer. 7. 23. & 11. 4,

75080,
7. Haline[s maketh men meek and patient,and teacheth fub-

je&ts not to make too great a matter of any injury that is done
them; norto cenfure unwarrantably the a@ions of their fupe-
riours : nor to murmur and flir up difcontents ; but qui-
;i)lZdto bear all in obedience to God, and for the common

8. Holihrf.r difpofeth men to Twiry and Concord,and is as
; ; much
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much againft difcord and divifion as healthful nature is againft
woundsand ficknefs. Whence are Wars, but from the lnfs thas

war in Jokr members ¢ Jam. 4.1, The fervant of the Lord muft

not ferive: The uew Command of Jpecial Lowe to one another, and

nation.

9. Holinefs affureth us of fo great a Reward to thofe that
obey their fuperiours in things lawful, and offereth us fo
much better things upon our patience, and. (ubmiffion, then ever
dsfobedience ot rebellion can attain, that hereby it muft needs tend
to the quier and benefic of Societics, e that is bound to -
Joyse and be exceeding gladin his perfecntion, becanfe his vewardin
heaven is great, hath imall reafon to contrive,or fight, or fin to
efcape the perfecution together with the 7pma) > Matth,

when he was falfly accufed of treafon, and charged as an ufurper
of Cefarsright. If we thoyld be called feditious, difobedient,
rebellions, when we are moft loyal, it muft not move us from our

loyalty atall. Inallthefe ten particulars I have fhewed, thatin
the nature of the thing , it is undenyable that Godlinefs is '
the frength and beanty and fafery of Kingdoms and of all So-

cieties : n thatitengagech the Sukject as weil asthe Governours,
An all that tendeth to their peace and wellfare. T
And now you may fee by what is faid, that there can ‘be no
weighe in the Obje&ion which pretendech from the Cale of the
Waldenfes, Albigenfes, Bohemians, French, ec. to produce ex-
perienceagaintt what ¥ am proving.  Health may astruly be (aid

to be the caufe of Jickneffes, as Godlineffe to be the caufe of

treachery, rebellion or difloyalty ; there being nothing in all the

world except God himfelf, fo contray to thefe as Godli-

nefs is. :

.- Bueyou will aske, Whence'is it then that we haye the forefaid

Dftances. > I anfiver fometime not authority ‘but maliceand cru-

€lty driveth poor Chriftians to a ftone.wall, and if chey tarn
' ;4 agam
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again when they can fly no further,accufeth them of Rebellion
As it was with the Waldenfes, the Bohemians, ¢rc. Sometime
Princes and States fall out among themfelves, and cannot agree
abont their Titles, and the Bounds and degrees- of their Power :
And then whoever the people are againft, they are fure from that
fide to hear the moft opprobrious Titles, and be ufed accordingly
if it be in their power. Sometime the right of Government is
not eafily or generally known : as in the contention between the
houfes of York ahd Lancaffer here : And then as one party
conquereth one year, and another the next, fo the people mult
be called Trayzors and Rebells by each party that prevaileth, if
they obeyed and ferved the other partyagainft them : And if
they refufe to obey and defend either of them, they will be con-
demned by both.” Sometime the Politie: of Empires and Com-
mon-wealths is fo imperfect and obfcure in the conftitution, thac
the feveral parties that pretend to intereft, cannot agree about
their Rights, nor the Lawyers agree among themfelves : And the
peopte cannot be thought to be wifer then the Lawyers in the
gffairs of their profeffion : If Neroand the Senate of Rome had
each of them commanded the Chriftians to aid_them againft the
other, it would not have been eafie for the wifeft and holieft of
she Chriftians then to know. which part they fhould: have ad-
hered to and afiifted : Pax/ thoughe not mect to decide rang:

. fuch controverfie : He commanded every foul to be fubje

z0 the higher powers,and not refift :-but he tells them not whe-
ther Cz/ar or theSenate was the higher powersin a cafe of conteft
and divifion. Sometimea Traytor ufurpeth the Government,
and Chriftians think when they.fee bim fetledvand " in pofleffion,
that, though they hate his ufurpation, yet they are bound to
honour and obey him as being pofleffed of the Government ;
Thus Gregery the great too haftily and fatteringly owned and
applauded Phocas. : and the Chriftian Bifhops ordinarily fub-
_je&ed themf{clves to the Emperours that eame in by blood an

“violence ; Thus the Bifhopsof Romie, and of ether Charches in
_ftaly and the adjacent parts, fubmitted. themfelves (1think roo

f"z") as foon as tkey perceived him to be conquerous, to
Theodoricys » and fo shey did to other conquerours. Somerimes,

25 the General Councils of Bafil, Conftance, &¢. determined

thata Couneil is above the Pope, and declared the contrary to

bea damnable Herefie, and commanded the Bifhops and people
: to.
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to obey themagainf the Pope : fo Senates and Parliaments and
the Majority of the States men and Lawyersmay tell the people

that are unacquainted with fuch Law-cafes, that in this or that -

they are bound to obey them, upon higheft penalties, and that
they fhall receive to themfelves condetmnation if they refift them

and fo may miflead fuch as intend nothing but to obey the"

higher powers for Confcience fake. ~And though the errour
and commands of Councilsand Parliaments excufe not a rore an
illiterate Laicke that anderftandech not thofe matters, yet furely
a tante it is fome excufe. g
And fometime oppreflion maketh a wifemanmad, Ecclef.7.7.
And fometime impatience prevaileth with the weak to do- things
unwarrantable; & humane paffion blindeth,Reafon : & fometime
Temptations prevail in this as in other cafes: And fometimes Hy-
pocrites, that never had any true Religion, do fhew their carnal
difpofitions, and unmortified lufts and pafiions and pride, by
their rebellion againft their lawful Governours: and then Re-
ligion muft bear the blame of the'acionsofthofe that counterfeir.
Religion: and of thofe crimes which it doth moft prohibite and
condemn. :

Ina word,Be theaccufation againft any particular perfon juft or
unjuft, nothing is more fure and clear then that he is moft unjuft
that will charge the Chriftian Religion as guilty of Countenan-
cing any Rebelliors, Confpiracies,fedition, difobedience, fa@ion
or divifions- Chrift went before us inhis own example to pay
tribute to (4far : and commanded us to give to Cefar the
things that are Ca/fars : and their falfe accafing him and con-
demning him as an offender againft Cefar, did no whit move him
from the duty of his ftate of humiliation.  What can be more
againftall Treafon and perfidionfnefs, then that holy docrine
which commandeth us the exa&eft- performance of cvery lawful
promife,much more of our Qaths,and duties of Allegiance ? what
canbe more againft Rebellions then that holy dodrine which
teacheth us 2 life of patience and meeknefs, condemning pri.
vate revenge, and commanding us rather to turn the other cheek
to him that fmiteth us, and to give our coat'to him' that rakech
away our cloak, and go two miles wich him that would compellus
to go one, that is,to fuffer yet more, rather then revenge our
felves or break peace, or order, or raife wars, to efcape fuch in-
juries ? Ic is a crucified Chrift thar conquered by fuffering, that
&3 ! : 5 ]
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is your example-: And our Religion is but our Conformity to

- bim in bis fufferings and his holinefs, He hath made it pargof
onr duty to himfelfto obey Kings and Rulers,and all Superiours,
not only the good, but thefroward, and to takeit patiently if
we fuft.r for well-doing, and not to return fo muchas a revilir g,
difhonouring word , or murmuring, rebellions thought, It
is nor figheing for ourfelves, burfollowing him with the Crofs,
and forfakingall that we have, that Chrift hath made the work
of hisdifciples | and the neceffary condition of his promife of
falvation, Luke 14. 33. There is no Mafter in all the world that
fo ftridly commandech Patience and forbearance, and forgiving
and Love, and Peace and fubmiffion to one another s Jefus
Chrift doth : He fets the hearts of all his fervants on'another
Kingdom, and tells them they have greater things to mind then
riches or honoars or domination upon earth, He taketh the
bone of contention from before them , and bids them leave fuch
things as thefe to the men of the world, that have _:helr portion
in thislife. Yoa may as honeftly fay that the Sun is the greateit
caufe of darknefs, as that Chrift and holinefs arethe eaule of
feditions, rebellions, treafons, or perfidioufnefs in the world,
All the worldfer together bath not done fo much as he hach
done agaioft them, If menthreaten hanging and quartering to
fuch offences, Chrift threatneth damnasion in hell fire to them :
And would you wifh him to inflita fharper panifhment, or
more feverely to manifeft his hatred of the crimes !

I tell youtherefore if youfhould find Rebellionand Sedition
among Chriftians, it is but as you may find corruption in the
bodies of theliving, which is contraryto life and health, and to
be found much more among the dead, . I am not, here plesding
for individual perfons, buc for Chriftianity and Godlinefs.  If
any profeffed Chriftians forfake the way of Patience and Subje~ -
¢tion,and turn to Rebellion and difloyalty, they do far forfake

. Religion and Godlinefs, and much more wrong and offend their
heavenly mafler, then their King and Governours, Plead who
will for the wickednefs of fuch-men ; for my part Iwill not.- I
am fure Chrift will not plead for their f» which be condemnetb-

Hemay juflifie them from it, uponrepentance; but he will n€-
%Cr jultific them for it and swit. Itds not becaufe they are godly
- but for wams of Godline[s, that any men have ever been gnilty of

rebellions; or refifting Lawfull powers: As Dr, Ward hathfully

proved ..
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provedin his Sermon on Roz. 13. 2. Nothing more tendethto
the ruine of Rulers and people,then to hearken to the Devil and
the Enemies of Ho/jnefs, that would perfwade the world into

a conjunction with them in the Enmity againft the way of

Godline!s and the faithful fervants of the Lord, upon pretence
that they are adverfaries to Governours and Goyernment. It
isaweighey truch chat the forefaid Do&or begins his Sermon
with [*“ Among all che firatagems of the Devil, tending to the
. andermining of Religion, and the fubverfion of the fpuls of
‘: men, though there cannot be any more unreafonable,yet there

*“ was never any more unhappily fuccesful then the creating and
** fomenting an Opinion in the world, thatReligionisan Enemy -
““to Government, and the bringing fincerity and zeal in Religi- -
oninto jealounfie and difgrace with the Civil Powers. ] It was -

s

** by this Jealoufie blown into the heads of the High Priefts and

*“the Sanhedrim amongft the Jews, and of Herod and Powrizs

* Pilare, that Chrift himfelf was accufed, condemned and exe-
** cuted onatree : By this the Apoftles were haled before the
** Governours of Provinces ; forced from one City to fly to ano-

““ther: for this they endured bonds and fundry kinds of

“‘death. It was through this fancy that the Chriftians for
- three bundred years together endured the rage of Heathen
“*Emperours, being deftirute, afi&ed and tormented : Our
“Lord Cbrift was traduced as an enemy to Cefar, a man re-

““fraftory to the Roman Laws, and a Non-conformift to the -
‘Religionand Laws of his Countrey. | Thusand more that Au-
thor. ~So thatit is no new thing for the moft innocent and holy -
and.excellent perfons to fuffer as enemies to the Government
where chey lived ; nay it hath been the common eafe:  nor is it .
ftrange to hear Religionand Holinefs charged with thefe:crimes. -

which they are moft againft,

As for the maliciogs flanders of the Papifts againft the Re-" -

formed Churches, as if they had promoted all -their Reforma-
tions by Rebellion, they have been confuted fufficiently by ma-
ny. Atthistime, I {hall only defire the Reader that would be
Jarusfiedin this, and underftand the Proteftant doétrine in thefe

Points, 10 tead Bithop Bilfons [ Difference between Chriftian fub- -

Jetion,and unchriffian Rebellion :] Efpecially pag. 382, and from
publifhed.

494.. to 5'2.)2,. Alfo Hookers Ecclef. Polit. the laft Book (lately
g g
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- And if he would know whether it bean Article of the very
Religion of the Papifts, that the Pope may give away the Dnmmrl;
ons of Temporal Lords that deny Tranfubflantiation, or hold fne

Like points which he calleth Hercfie or that will mot exterminate
all shat beldthem ont of their Dominions, and that be may difcharge
their [ubjelts and vaffals from their Allegiances 1 (_)nly intreat
him with” his own eyes to read the Decrees of their approve

general Council at the Laterane under Pope Inmscent 3. and let
him but believe his eye-fight. Andfor their cafeand confutation,
let him alfo read King 7Fames his Aafwer to Perron’s Ora-

tion, _ : e
Having thus interpofed an Anfwer to their Objection, that

fay, Religion hath brought forth Rebellions ( which I confefs thas
Rz);igimgwhich teacheth Rebellionhath done; but the 'C;J’fﬁ‘fiﬁ
Religion which condemnetb i , and engageth men againft it as
aforefaid, doth not ) I now proceed to fome other proofs, that
Godlinefs is the greateft fecurity and eftablifhment to Kingdoms
and sl] Societics. : . A2
12, Godline[s above all things engageth men to be true to |
Covenants tfo keep all their g)ath%s gafld Promifes of Obedience
ro Kings and to other fuperiours ; and to be faithful and erafty
in all their duties to one another ; So horrid is the fin of Perjury
and Covenant-breaking, that G6d hath condemned it, not only
sa the holy Scriptures, but alfo in the Law of Nature. He will not
bear withit inthe Greareft Princes , how then fhall Perfidious
fabjects fcape ? What fair-excufeshad Sax/ for his breaking the
Vowand Covenant with the Gibeonites ? He might have faid
1.They procured it from fo/bma by 2 meer cheat. And therefore no
benefit belonged to them from their own fin and fraud. 2. That
7ofbmanot knowing who they were, sgmorantis non eff confenfm.
3. That God bad forbid to fpare any of thofe Nations, 4. Thatit
was not Sax/ that made this Oath and Covenant , but fofws.
$. Thar Sanl did it in zeal for the people of Ifrael. Yer for all
this in Davids dayes there was a famine in the land, for this fin of
Saal, which was not espiated till feven of his fons (or pofte-
Tty ) were hanged at the Gibeonites requelt : And thovgh
David mighe well fee that be might becenfured as comtriving all
this himfelf for the extirpation of the line of Saul, yerwould he .
not forbear the execution, 2 Chren. 21. And when the people

@urmurﬁd at fofbua and the Heads of Jfrae/ for fparing thegw ia}c
b 2 ¥ - : 4 ’




g i

Pare Ik . A Saint 07‘ ;Ergtg; 175 :

firft, they are anfwered with the Obligation of the inviolable
Qath, 70/5. 9. ' ;

So though Zedekiah was the King of Babylons Captive , force
coyld not excufe his perjury and Covenant-breaking , but God
feverely condemned and avenged ir,

So that every Subject that hath but bound himfelf in Allegi-
ance to hisSoveraign, is under fuch an Obligation #s to a true

gclievcr 1s more dreadful to violate, then it is to fuffer
eath, : i

Yea God hath written fuch a Law againft Perjury, even in Na-

ture it felf, that he maft reeds beafrasdof it, that isnota flac °

Atheift | left his appeal to God, do bring the vengeance of God
vpon him : Andin this life the perjured ordinarily meet with
that Divine revenge which is the fore-runner of eternal venge-

-ance : The perjured are unfit for humane Society ; hated by

God, and never more to be trafted by man , till found Repent=
ance make a change : Which made Augnfine determine, that he
that urgethanother to forfwear himfelf, isas much worfe thena
murtherer , as killing the foul is worfe then killing the Body.
Seeing then that Religion doubleth thefe facred bonds , and caft-

eth Hell-fire into the face of the perjured and perfidious, it muft

needs be a fingular preferver of Kingdoms and all Societies, which
fall in-picces where thefe bonds are loofed ; and fall into the
bands of God, who is a confuming fire-, efpecially to perjured
men, -

13. Moreover it 45 only Godline[s that obeyeth with true Loyalty,
and carryeth on all works methodically {or the common Geod. As lie
that will obey every Juftice of Peace in all things that he corz-
mandeth, without refpe@ tothe Lawsor will of the Soveraign
Power, may be fooner a Trayror then traly obediens ;, (forevery
Juftice or Lord may arm himagainft his Prince) fo he that will
obey the Princes of the earth, without refpe to the Will or In-

tereft of the Eternal God, will be bur a Traytorto God, under

pretence of obeying Princes, that are but his Officers and Ser-
vants, But the godly begin sz God in their obedience ; and there-
fore they proceed methodically, -and obey men upon- right
grounds and in their proper places. It is not the mof abfelure
obgedience to man that isthe b ff. He that fhould command men
caufelefly to fire bis Countrey, or to deftroy the innocent, or 5@

. i ives, were nottobe obeyed , as Dog
Favidh Vjrgips or mens Wives, were nottobe obeyed , obeyed
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obeyed Saxl; but God is firfl to be obeyed. It is he that begins,
proceeds, and ends with God , that is fure to do no wrong, nor

be mifled,
14. Holine[s poffe(feth men with a publike (pirit , and maketh

- the cafe of others tobe our own , and teacheth s to do as we wonld

be done by ; and giveth every man chac hath it , a compaffion to
othersin their diftrefs, and an earncft defire after cheir welfare,
and arejoycing init; when ungodly menare all for themfelves.
Plalm 137. 1 Cor. 12.25,26,27. & 13. Alks 2.44. Mat.7.12,
Mark 12, 73,

15. Godlinefs engageth mwenin Doing good , as the very bufinefs
f their lives , which 7 to be Rmardef with everlaffing Happi-
#efs, : So chat befides what is forced from men by Law , theyare
to be ftillin the exercife of Charity ,and to be zealous of good

works 3 and to make it their fludy to doall the good they can: =

And therefore they are certainly the profitableft members in any
Socicty, that are moft truly Godly , Lzke 10.29, 30, &¢. Dext.
15.9. Lake 6.38.Gal.6.9, 10. :

16, Morcover Holine[s teacheth wien to forgive Vorongs , andts
Love onr enemies, andtoler o onrright, rather then to break Peace
and revenge onr wrongs : and to forbear even going to Law con-
tentioufly , and where our putting up injuries meerly toour
felves, may fuffice for the avoiding of it. Luke 6. 27, 28,29/
Adat. 6.14,15. 1 Cor. 6. 7. Andwhat contenrion can there be
wherethefeRules are pradifed ? except when the intereft of God
or others s violated ; which is not in our powertoremit. If you
fay, that Thefe things are good if they were pradtifed: 1 anlwer
1. You confefs then that Holine[sis good : For the Rule is Good,
whether it be pra@ifcd or not. 2. I anfwer , that fo muchas any
man is fanctified, he doth praifeit. And therefore if any man live
not according to the Rule which he profeffeth to live by , that is
from the remnant of that fin within him, which the wicked plead
for, and for want of more of that Godlinefs which you diftafte.
Make him more holy, and he will do alf this. '

17. Holine[s [ecurerh every Society , and snrerefbeth them sn the
”’"f_"”PfegnaHe defence; even inthe Love and favonr of the Lord;
:’G £ l’”_‘ wany [ure and precious promifes. He hath engaged his

fﬂl]]l'g \tinefs and Fidelity for fuch, and tendreth them as che apple
OF s eye, and hath promifed that he will be their defence, Zack.
= 8. Plalms. 11, & 7-10. & 59.9, 16, 17. & 62, 2. whereas
S8 the
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the ungodly are under his curfe, Plalm 1. 6. & 37. And which of
thefe Societies is liker to be happy? .

18. Godline[s is the [nreft way to furnifh every Society With all
the bleffings that are truly good for them. For they have the favour
and promife of him that is the giver of them all, Rom. 8.28.
Plalm 34.10, & 84,17, & 23.Godlinefs is profitable to all things,
baving the Promife of the life that mow is | and of that which is te
eome, 1Tim. 4. 8. &6.6. Mat. 6. 33. But wickednefs is the
Certain way to ruine. Ewen one Jinner deftroyeth much Lood, Ecel,
9. 18. and one godly man hindreth much evil, as the cafe of -

feph, Mofes, Daniel, and many others tells you.

19 Moreover ir is Godlinefs that is the bonouy of all Secieties :
Without this their wifdomis meer folly, and their Riches are but

whichthalldamn them : and their fplendour in"the world is but
the fign of their mifery in the eyes of all fore-fecing men . Prov,
14.34- [ Righreonfne[s exalteth a Nation s bnt fin ssa reproach ro

: any people. ] What Glory can beequal to the Glory of our in-

tereft in God, and of oyr being his people, and doing his work_
and having his prefence » : X
_20. Lattly | How can thas be worft on earth , tha 1 fogood in
Heaven, ? The perfection of Holinefs hereafter , with the Holy

- Love, and Praifes, and Enjoyments of the Saints , will be thejr

Glory. If you think this wortin your Societies on earth, what

do you but renounceic # If Heaven be worftfor you , come not
thither. If the participation of that which js the felicity of the

glorified, be not the felicity of all Socieries, T defire none of their
feliciry. - : : )
. Wﬁ,at if Saints from Heaven would come down and dwell
among you here on earth? Ibcfeech you as men of reafon,an{wer
me thefe two Queftions,
- 1. Whether you do not know or verily believe, that they
would be more Holy, and pure, and Exa&, and ftri&, and more
averfe to all fin, then any of thofe arethat now you diflike as too

‘precife? \

2. Whether you would therefore call them Puritanes ,’and
bate them, and caft themout | or imprifon them , or take them

for the troublers of your Countries, or rather for the bonour
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and bleffing of your Countries ? What you would do &y them,
that do 4y thofe that come neareft to them among you.

CHAP, V.
Times of Holinefs are the Beft Timts,

A N D now1 have given you all this Evidence, I dare [eave it
to the judgement of any man thatis fit t0 judge, Whetber
it be the godly orungodly thatare the Betser Magiftrates , 0F
Betrer Paffors of the Churches, or Berter Members of the Com=
mon-wealth, or of any Society ? Judge now whether the Places
and Times arenot Beff thatare moft. Gudly # And whether it
be the Godly or the Ungodly , that are the Troublers of the
world ? ;
. And yet it hath ever been the pra&ice of ungodly men, to
charge it upon them that Fear the Lord , that all the troubles of
the world arelong of them. We were all guict, fay they before
this Religionandfrecifene[s troubled #s and this 3541, that fince ;‘
came among us, hath fet #sallvogether by the ears. 7. Bue it thele
men be yet resfonable, Idefirethem to confider, ;
X, That thishath alWayes been the old complaint of the moft wic=
ked men, Yohich God himfelf hathrefti fied againft s When Loz did
but gently admonifh the abominable Sodomites to forbear a vil-
- lany notto be named |, Gen.19. 7,8;9. L 1pray ]au.Brft.hrm,da-
sot fo wickedly ] What faid they to him? and how did they take
it ? Why [ they [aid, fand back: and they [aid again , T One.
fellow came into fojomen, and-he will needs be a Judge ! Now will
we deal werfe with thee then with them. ] Is not this the cafe be-
tween us now ? How are we unpeaceable 2 Becaufe we are againft
fin 2 If we would hinder men from wronging God , and from
condemning their own fouls,and others, then forfoothy, we-arc
theit tronbiers,and we judge them , and we diﬁ'uré'thﬂr Deace 2
%ﬂﬁ like the Sodomites , [ Thefe precife fellows.(4) they,will needs
e onr Fudges | and we maft beruledbythem befare they came
2”?’".”:5 345 We had none of thisade 3} But didnot God, think you,
ccide the controverfic aright ? He fitfk took Les and his famnily
Jaebrioees peete
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away, that theSodomites might be rrombled with that precife and
bufie fellow no more; and then he fent fire from Heavenon
Sodom, and confumed them all, making them an example, fufferin

the vengeance of cternal fire, Fude 7. Orasitis fully fet forch by
the Holy Ghoft, 2 Pes. 2. 6, 7,8,9. [ Turning the Cities of -

Sodom and Gomorrah snte afbes, be condemned them with an sver-
throw, making them an example tothefe that after honld live yn-
godly: ( Mark this ) And delivered jnff Lot, vexed with the filthy
conver(ation of the Wicked ( For that righteons man dwel/ing
among them, in [eeing and hearing, vexed bis righteons foul from
day to day with their anlawful deeds) The Lord knoweth bow 15
deliver the godly ons of temptations, and to referve the unjuft to the
day of Tudgement to be punifhed.’]

And now who is it that was tronblefom, and the caufe of evil2

Was it Les, or was it Sedom ? Take heed left Godtake the Loss
that trouble you from among you , and when youare re joycing
that youarerid of them, he ferve you worfe then he ferved
Sodom. :

In the daies of Noah,no queftion but that Preacher of Righte-
oufnefs feemed to the world a fingular and a felf-conceited fel-
low : But did not God decide the controverfie whether it were
Noab,or they, that were the troublers of the world ? Saith Perer

2Pet.2,5. [ God fpared not the old world , but {aved Noab the

cighth perfon , a Preacher of righteon(nefs, bringing in the flood
#pon the world of the ungodly. ]’ B ;
When Ifrael fell before the men of Ai, it was a doubt who it
was that was the caufe of that calamity ; but God proved it to
* be Achan, whois ftoned upon this fentence of Fofiua, Po.7.25.
T Why baf thow tronbled ws 2 the Lord [hall tromble thee this
day. ;
Jz And confider I pray you , what a Quictnefs it is that yon
4 have, before you are troubled by the Godly ? Iris a Luiernefs inthe
" bigh way ro Hell + You had the priviledge of damning your fouls
without diftutbance from thefe precife controllers. Hach not
Chrifttold us, thatthe Devilis thus like 2 ffrong man armed, that
while he keeperh his Palace , bis goods are in Peace : but when a

Fronger then be fhall come npon him and overcome him, he taketh
‘ f’remgbim all bis armonr wherein he trufted, and dividerh the spoils-1-
Lxke 11. 21,22, Thehearts and the Nations that are notcor~

~ quered by Chrift, are the Devils Garrifons and pefleflions. P©
: Aa 2 o e
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you think that it is beft that he poffefs them flill inPeace 2 Or
that the Preachers of Chrift , that plant his Ordinance againit
them, and batter them, till they are forced to yield, are therefore
bufie troublefom fellows ? Whatis it for , but for your delive-

rance, that ave Satans. captives ar. his will 2. 2 Tim. 2.
25, 26i & i

3. And wight you not on this gromed alfo account Chrift hime if
the tronbler of the world, as much, and a thonfand times more then
#s 2 For be dothmore to difturb men in their fins then any. of
we : and be doth more for Holinefs then all the world befides,
And in this fenfe he confeffech and fore-tells us, that, be came not
to[end Peace, bus divifion into theworld, into Towns, and Coun-
tries , and Families, Lk 12.51, 52, §3. If we can haveno
Peace with you, unlefs we will difobey our Lord , and ferve the
Devil and the fleth, and damn our own fouls, and fuffer you.to

‘do the like, then keep -your Peace among your felves; we will

none of that Peaee : we have no mind to buyyour friendfhip and
good wordsat fuch arate ! If your peace will tand with oz peace

with Ged, and peace of Confcience , we will gladly accept of it

If it will not, we can be without it. Your foulsare like fores that
may not be fearched, or a broken bone that muft not be fet, for
fear of burting you : You are like men that muft have that

- which would kill them ; or like children that will eryif they be
‘but taken out of their dung, or kept from fire, or from Knives.

If we do but crofs you in the way to Hell , we rronble you, and

‘we break the peace ? Yea, and if we will not caft away our fouls

everlaftingly for company - And is this the cafe ? Ts this the
breaking of your Peace ? The Lord will fhortly be a Righteous
Judge between you and us, and tell yon, who it was that
was the Troubler of the Towns and Countries, and of the
world. : i <

You find A4baband Elijak atthis contef. Ahab takes bim for
the Troubler of 1frael when aheavy famine was among. them ¢
Elijah faith, No butitwas Ahab and bis Fathers hosfe thas bad
troubled Ifracl by their wickednefs, 1 Kings 18. 17, 18-

~ And which think you was it the right, the Prophet or:the

King ?
Why Sirs, What isit that Godlinefs doth, that it fhould be

~ taken for the Z7¢ubler of the world , when ungodline/s 15 taken
for.your peace ? Is it owr perfwading or hindring you from fin

thac
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that tronbleth you ? And will noc the ‘everlalting fruit of ‘it
trouble you more 2 T{xen even fay, t’ha:‘-wa(hing you, or fweep-
ing your houfes, or curing your fores, or ficknefs, or perfwadine
you not to kill your felves, 18a rroubling of you ! Or is it , Cas
" theLord hath ctold us it will be, ag4::). 5. 10; 11, Jobn 15.
18, 19. 1.Pet. 4. 4,5. ) becaule we are nor fuch as you, and
will not doasyou do , and be of your opinion, and forfske our
Lord to keep you company ? Is it not with good reafon > ‘When
we Know you cannot {ave us harmlefs ;: and will not anf{wer for
us.before the Lord ? We kmow that every man muft an{wer for
himfelf, and therefore we durft not truft you, if you would pro-
mife us to bringusoff : Itis beft foryouto ftudy better how to
anf{wer for your fclves. But if you are rgfolved on it , that un-
godly you wi// be , and that you will venture on _Hellto fcape a
holy life , why fhould not you give us leave to pitty you , and
to forbear your folly, and - to fave our felves ? Will it do you
any harm that others thould be faved ? Or that ozhers fhould be
Godly ? Your own fan&ification indeed cannot ftand wich your
lufts and flefhly pleafures : but asorher mans may. It will takg
none of your vain-glory , or wealth, or fenfual delights from
Jon, that another man is fanified, or devoted unto God. And
therefore be not angry with us, if we obey the Holy Ghoft, that
calleth tous, A6t 2. 40. [ Save Jyorr felves from this nntoward
Leneration. ] ; '
Obje®. 0 4ur (faith the ungodly CreW ) 5t w.us never a
g00d world fince there was fo much Religion , and preaching | and
precifenefs , and [0 muck ade abont /br;'azkag‘ God ! It Wasa berter
world , when webadbnt a foort Service read on Sundases , and
played, and merrily talke together the reft of the {lﬁ] ! There was
more Love and goud neighbonrhood then among[t men then there is
now : There was not then fo much deceit,and confening, and oppre/~
78, and coveson(nefs in the world : There was more pease, and
plenty, and a better world it was then now. 12, i,
Matters of peace and plenty change often in the fame age.
And certainly you have as little hinderance now ; from beingas
good as you haveamindto be, as ever your fore-fathers had,
Two things I haveto fay to your Objedion. - -
1. If chisbe true that the world is fo bad, which part isis of
the werldthat yommean ? Isit all, or fome 2 Not all fure; thac
wete too horrible cenforioufnefs to fay. Then God would pre-
TR RS 1 _fently
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Sently deftroy the world.  Sodome had ore Lot, and his family in
it.Well ?itis but fome thenthatare fo bad. And which partisit?
Isit the Godly, or the Vngodly ? If Godline[s be naught, then
- Heawen is naught, where there is nothing elfe ; And then take it
not ill to be fhut ont ? Ifit be the Tngodly that are naught, thats
~ jrthacIamfaying. Itis time then to leave it, and to turn t0
" God. Isitnot you yosur fe/ves that make the complaint that
~ are the men that make the world fo 4ad ? Isisnot you that are
fo Covetous and worldly that you have nothing for the poor,
and no time to fpare for the work that you were made for ? nor
fcarce any room, to think or fpeak of the life to come ? Is it not
gou that have fo little Chariry thatyou even hare men for Lev~
ing and ferving God, and feeking diligently to fave their
fouls ? Its true, that there was never greatcr wickedne(s in
the world then fince there hath been {o much Pr;'ach}ng.
But What is thas wickedwefs, and iz whom ¥ Icis ,the defpifing
and difsheying the calls of God ; and the bating and neg-
le&ing of a holy life. Thofe that are faved by the Go-
“fpel, may fay tha it was a happy meffageunto them: buc thofe
that flight it,and willfully finin the openeft light, may well fay
that it 1sa bad world with them : and worfeitis, and will be for
ever, if they be not converted, then if they had never heard the
Gofpel : Itisyou,and fuch as you that defpife the mercies of the
Lord, that make ica bad world ; and then you impudently com-
plain of ir,and chargeit on them that will not be as bad as your
felves - and take away the candleand fhut the windows, that the

light may not trouble you. :

2. Well ! but fay you the wordd was berter whin therewas le(s
preaching, and lefs ads about the [erving of God , ‘and onr
falvation. I do wot bebieve yom, and T ‘will tell you why,
“yea, why I am ecrtain thar your words are falfe.

1+ Becanfe you contraditt the Lord. God faith thofe rimes are befp
when there is mofl of the Zight of the Gofpel, and moft kelps for
“our fatuaticn, and when the peopleare moft Holy. The increafe
“of L’Zght‘and Holinefs is a principal part of the Glory of the
‘Kingdom of Chrift, and of the Promifes to the Gofpel Chareb, as
you may fee, fz.0.2. ¢ 36.26. ¢& 42. 6. & 60.3. M.
4.16. Lk, N ?gb, 2 EQ RO The word of God is the
greatelt bleffing under heaven: rogether with a heart to obey

_and pradifeir, Lzk. 11.28. Bleffed are they that hear ithorc}
; £ g
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of Godand keepit.1Pfal.106.3. & 110.1,2.¢51.1,2.God himfelf

pronounceth them bleffed that meditate day and night in his
Law, and that makeit their whole delight ;and becaufe of the
increafe of Light and Holinefs extolleth the times of the Gofpel
far above thofe of the Law, affirming the leaft in chis Kingdom
of Godtobe greater as to the honour and priviledge of his fta-

tion, then the prophets, or Pohn Bapriff, Mateh, 11. 17,12, .

And would" you with me to believe fuch ignorant men as
you, ' before the God of Heaven that contradi®eth
you ? d

Blafphemoss accufation of the Living God. If it were true that
Preaching is bad, it is Chrift then that is bad that doth command
it.  But I am fure that Chriftis not bad : and that fuch .as Blaf-
_ pheme him, do it to their coft. Itis he: that bath laid a Neceffiry -
on 118, and woe be unta us if We preack not the Gofpel, 1 Cor. 9,16,
and that chargethus to feed the flock of God, 1 Pet.5.2. Yea the

fpiric chargeth us before God and'the Lord Fefns Chrift who matr

qudge the guick and the dead at kis appearing and his kingdom, thas -

we predch the Word and be inflantin [eafon, ont of feafon, reprove,
vebuke, exhort with all lonﬁ [#ffering and do€trine.] If any one
be ro be blamed for all this preaching and fir for heaven, it

is Chrift that chargeth it fo ftrictly uponus. Andif thou dare -
lay the &leme upon the Lsrd, fpeak out,and ftand to it at judge- -

ment.

office of Chrift, and of the Holy Ghoff. Chrift was a diligent

preachier himfelf, and dare you accufe him foric ‘He came into
the world to bring wsthe Light of heavgnly Truth': and d;re{-~
you fay thatit were better be withoutit.It is the work of theHolj -
Ghoft to illuminate and fan&ifie men, and do you think that he

doth us hurc ? Chrift dyed ro wafs and parifichythe word and

Spirit, the Church which is ‘hisBody, that he might prefent ie. -

otlefs to the Father, Bph. 5. 26.27." And dareft-chou fay chat-
{zj‘hrijf; cameto do us harm ? By this thy defpifing of his bene~

fits, thou fbeweft that thou haft yet no pare in him or in his’ fa;ﬁ ;
ving benefits, but art in the gall of biternefs-and bond "E}"_ﬁ
' #(gy iniquitics, and thy heart is not'right in the fight ¥~
: Od., SR o e A . - 2900 e % o

4.,-Moreover =

2. I will not believe yon,becanfe your objeclion i nothing but a- -

3. Iknow itis félfe‘thaéyog-fay. that 't‘ﬁé"’5w0ﬂd s the worfe -
for all this preachig and Godlinefs, becaufe iz 4 againft the very + -

i
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had racher bea door. keeperin ¢

will be [l praifing thee : Bleffed isthe man whofe

~ theworld, snd that their doffrine and praffice makes us worre

< -

o - Part Ils
4-Moreover yowarenot to be belived becaufe you fpeak agaimft
the experience.of all-the Prophets and Apoftles of Chrift. David
be honfe of God, then dwellin the
Conres o be better

rents of wickedre[s , and judged aday i» bis
thew a thoufand, Plal.84.10. and accounted them the bleffed
men that might even dwell in the houfe of God, and be daily
taken wp 4n holy praife and worfthip , Pfal.65.4 ¢ 92.13.
& 23.6.When he was forced from the houfe and publick worfhip
of God, it was bis daily lamentation, and be fainteth, and
panteth, and longeth after the houfe and worfhip of God
again, Pflal. 42. & 84. 2, 3, 4, 5. [ How amiable are thy
Tabernacles © Lordof bsfbs 2. My fonl longeth, yea even fainteth
for the courts of the Lord : My beart aadmy flefs cryeth ont for
the living God : ——— Blc[Jednre they thas dwellin thy honfe s they
frrength s in
thee, in whofe hears are the ways of them 7] The Prophet Ifsiah
faith [ the way of thy judgements O
thee : the defire of onr foul ssto thymame, and tothe remembrance
of thee : with my [onl have 1 defired thee in the wight ; yea with
7y [pirit within me will I [cck thee early.] This was the ‘mind
of all the Prophets and Apoftles and God hath told us that it
ls_thc pra&ice of all bleffed men, to Meditate in Gods word day
wight, Plal, 1. 2. Andyet will you fay that it was a
when there was lefs of this ? O felf-condemning Hypocrites !
Why do you fo much profefs to honour the Prophers, Apoftles and
of

Miartyrs of Chrift, if youthink that they were the trauéler.;
z

of Saints, and yer

Why do you honour them with the name
ofe that do but en-

defpife both their do&rine and praice in th

deavour {erioufly to imitate them !
remembrance of the dead Saints, and fay that the World z the

worfe for the living Saints 2 O horrible hypocrifie ! to be-
sowy their names, and hase their doctrine and conrfe of life, and

fay that the world was never good fince it was troubled with [ueh
and praying,

asthey ! Do e trosble you with our Preaching,
his Apoftles.

z:d our flir for heaven ? How would Chriff and
‘('f trombled you, that went fo far beyond s in all thefe, an
madea greater ftir then we,and turned the world ( as their enc-
mies charged them) up fide down ! 4. 17.6. fo pufie was
Qh“ﬁ in preaching and doing the work of God, thathe tggé

lecte

Lord have we waited for

better world.

Why keep you Hely days in
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letted to eat hismeat forit, ‘2sh. 4. 34. and bis ‘flefhly kindred
would have/aid hands on him as if he had been befide:himfelf,
Mark.3.21. Itfeems if you had then lived, you would have
beenamong the wicked enemies of Chrift and of his Difciples,
and bave faid ;[ It was never a good world, fince thefe bu.
fie fellows made fo much a doe with their Religion ! :

5. Moreover, you [peak. againft the inward feeling and cer-
sasnexperienceof all true Chriftiansin the World, They all have
tafted and found that excellencie in the holy ways and Ordinan-
ces of the Lord, that they value them above all the world.
With David they efteem them above Gold and Silver, Pfas.
119.72. With Solemon they fay that al/ 1he things-that we can
defire are not to be compared. to them, Prov. 3.15.& 8.11. And
with o4 they value the word of God sope their necef[ary food,
Job.23.12. And with Pan/ they comnt all things Lofs and Aung in

comparifon of the excellent knewledge of Chrift, Phil. 3. 7> 8. They

know that 1eis a thoufand times better wich them, fince God
converted them to a holy lifethen it was before, as well as you
know that you are better in your health, then you were in fick-
nefs,  Trywhether you can make men that ever were among
thofe where plague and war and famine raigned, to believe thar
Lit was never a good world, finee this plague and war and famine
ceafed. JYou may as foon make wife men believe this, as make ex-
Perienced godly men, to believe that itis worfe with them for

their turning to the Lord,and living,boly,heavenly lives.You can
never by all your doating and felf-conceited prating, make thofe
believe whom God hath funétified, that they werein a better cafe
before,when they were the {laves of Satan, and ferved fin, & were
under the wrath and curfe of God.They feeZthat Wirhin them that
will never fuffer chem to believe you. The health of their re-
covered fouls : their experience of the Goodnefs of the ways !:)f
God : the comforss they have had in the pardon of fin agtddtl e
hopes of Glory, do make them know that you talk_e dnﬁrzil e g’,
when you tell them that they were bester before, or that the
world is the wor[e for the grace of God, ;

- 6. And we cannot believe you, when you fpca_k evil of a holy
courfe, becaufe your Words are againft all Religion, and common
Peafon . and much mere, de[Fructive of the Chriftian faith, If God

“ be not to be Loved with all our, hearts, and ferved wich our
greateft care, then he is not God : or tbhgn thereis no fuch thu;gs
' ' B
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as Religion to be regarded. A God that is worfe then the
Creature, is no God. If we muft not feck firft the King-

dom of God, and the Righteonfuefs theresf ( Match.6. 331i) ;‘?

Chrift hath commanded., thenitisin vain to feek it at ail.
there be no Heavenor Hell, let us lay by all Religion. But if
there be, that man that thinks it not worth his greateft care an
diligence to be faved, doth forfeit the reputation of his reafon

with his foul. ~ Will you believe that man that faith he believeh -

ht, and made fure

that thereis an Everfafting Glory to be foug :
yet thinksit

of inthislife of our pilgrimage and warfare, and

not worthour feeking for above all, and worthy-all our coft and

labour ? -He fpeaksa grofs and blockifh contradi®ion. A Hea-
ven no better then Earth, is no Heaven. A Heaven that is not
worthy the labour of a holy life, is no Heaven. And a God that
isnot worthy of all that we can do, is no God. Either plainly
fa}’ that youare Pagansand worfe, and believe not any life but
this : Orelfeliveas Chriftians, if you w
fay not that you believe there is a Hell,

7- Yea this is not all, but yowr words

it felf. Pagansdidbelieve ( forthe moftpart) 2 life after ‘l’”li'

And Fwlian that Apoftate Infidel himfelf doth prefcribe to &
bis Idols Priefts a very fBrict and Religions life, according to the
Religion which he owned ; and profeffeth that all care and tem-

perance and piety thould be ufed to pleafe God,and obtain the -
happinefs to.come.And fhall men called Chriffians take the lvffY 4

Infidels for P uritanes, and be worfe then Heathens ? If we bave
notanother lifeto look-after , then what are we but beafis tha
perifh 21f you-think that you dis like beaffs, eald your felves beafss
and never more own the name of men.Ifyou arenot.

8.Another reafon why I will never believe you, that the worl
was better when there waslefspreachisg and Religion, is be-

;;‘;.Fe)")u (penk_ againft the very endand nacnre of preaching an® -
eligion. For the word of God is written and preached to this

:‘g{lé’“d’ tomake mesn better. And is that che way to undoe the
s €0 perfiwade them to amend ! O Impudent malignant
fongues | What doth the word of God fpeak againft but fin !
Dpthitanywhere fpeak againft any thing that is Gosd. ? Of doth.

o R e s i L T o

ill be called Chriftians; .
if you think a Holy life

too dear tofcapeit.
do tendte Br’lltz/bﬂe_[:~

beaftsbut mess -

then have you fouls to fave or /ofe, to be happy or miferable for
ever. And is it not worth all our care& labour to look after them? -

it
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‘it anywhere cqmmdnd you any thing that jsfsd? Tet the bit-
terelt enemy of God wmpon earth, fay fo, and prove it if he cane
I here in defiance of the Devil, and all his inftruments and
fervants , challenge them in their bittereft malice , to fay
the worft they can of the Gofpel, or of true Religion, and
prove that ever it encouraged men to fin , or that ever any
wasa lofer by it ! O wonderful ! Muft the God of heaven in-
dite fuch Laws againftall evil, condemning it, and threatning
damnation forit : and yet will thefe wretches have the faces to
fay that itis long of the Scripturcor of Religion that the world
‘is Ewil? What! Will preaching againft your wickedne(s make
you wicked ? 1f it do, be it known to the faces of you, that it is
Jo#, and 10t preaching that fhall be one day found to be the
caufe, and be condemned forit. Muft Princes and Parliaments
‘make Laws to hang thieves and murderers ! and when they have
done,will you fayit is long of them and their Laws that men are
rebbed and murdered? Why this is not yet fo impudently unjuft
as you deal with God. Tor they threaten but hanging, and be
threatneth everlafting damnation againt fin ; and executethit
on ali the unconverted , as fure as he threatneth it. And
would you have him yet do more to teflifie his diflike of fin?
Tell me, thou that blafphemeft the holy commands of thy Crez-
tor? Wouldft thou have him do more then everlaftingly todamn
#mconverted finners , to prove that he is no friend ot caufe of
fin?  what thould hedo more  Is there a greater plague then
Hell to threaten ? Or wouldft thou have him do more to - fhew
how much he loveth Goodnefs, then to command it, and per-
[Wade men daily to it, and to promife Everlaffing Glory for their
Reward? Ts there any greater Reward to be promifed ¥ I tell thee
blafphemer, to the Juftifying of my Lord, that all the world hach
never done the thoufandth part againft mens fanlts , as God
hath done.  Never were there firi@er Laws againft them, then
his Laws. And never more terrible execntions. And yet wii
thou fay, that its long of God, or Scripture, or Rc_lxglox}, thag
the worldis naught?  If thou flay alittle longer impenitently
in thy blafphemy till death have byt given thee the mortal firoak,
( andits bard athand ) thou fhalt then be anfwered in another
manper, and God. will eafily juftifie himfelf, and ftop all fuch
vile and arrogant mouths, and confute thee wich an everlaft-
‘hg Vengeance, - Remember: that thou waft forewarned.

: Bb 2 9.Yea




