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O R , 
T h e c a u f e o f D i v i f i o n d i f c o -

vered. drc. 

^ certainly an eafie t^i'^g 
(i'y'4Qh ••" vernicioHS ) tO nix 
i . / ' ^ l nu ra i of Cbrift with 

19 .^iln.?:s h and fuch too, as 
— m a y carry a fiiew of ftrength a-

;ainft the moft important Articles of our Faith. 
'Lit it is not fo eafie for thofe w ho are iicK ot 
Hieftions or dem mds, to receive fatistaCTion 
y any endeavour whatfocver. And 
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Other points of faith the Queftions of fbine 
have been cudlefs, even fo now that humour 
hath been and is much at work , againft that 
folemn fervice of prayer, with the impofition 
of hands for the promifed Spirit of God, as a 
gift pertaining to the members of the body of 
our Lord Jefus Chrill. As is too apparent by 
fundry papers extant, and among the reft, 
one entltuled, « ^ Search for Sctnjm , con' 
taining no kf^ than an kmdred ' Demands 
Cthough 4:>.ohly be the number fet down by the 
Demandants ) which are the more prodigeous 
for that divers of them have been anfwered, by 
diverslwpds.-^Dict^io reply mad^,.hy,thc-en, 
quifers * What tn(f i-eafon hereof fiiculd be is 
doubtful, aniefs the oppofers of this truth in . 
tend to ftate the Controveriie anew ( for I was 
told that this Book pf Demands is but a prepa­
ratory to a greater work ) and thereby become 
(more effcdrually ) the difturbcrs and ob-
todersof thatmeafure of uiiity remaining, 
and peace preteiic( "̂ - , ; -

But as' in this we {huv. too fblicitous, fo, 
neither In our Anfwer, lliall we need to be 
OAluminous, by tracing their demands orlc by 
one. For'though the number thereof be xn^^ 
ny, yet they are reducible to three Heads, tou­
ching which the truth bein g evinced , the 
whole Body of their demands are anfwered. 

Now 
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Sfow the Heads to which their demands may 
/e reduced are thefe : . r .i^^r. 

The ririt, concerns the conftitution of thote 
.Congregationsof B.pti,zed p.kiplcs who re-
,ed that folemn fervice of prayer ^ylth im 
volition of hands for the promikd Spirit 
Whether they be true Churches of Chrift 

' The fecond, refpedeth thci matter of Com­
munion between thofe ChrilHans who rUi-
gioully obferve prayer with -P^^^^^^^ 
ot hands, as a principle of S " ^.^pn-
p^rtainingtothe beginning of Chriftianmen, 
and thefe who rejea: and oppole i t . 
. The third, is touching the fcrvice it iel , m 
refped of its grounds and ends ^ u ZlWice 
fp&t of the perfons concerned in the practice 
thereof at this day. j rltArnefs 

That I mny M the more facihty clc^rnej^ 
proceed in the conftdcrAtion of thef< Pr'' ' ' ' ';tuicK 
Iniall begin with the lall ftrli i touching wniu^ 
particular, l lhal l endeavour to make goodtni!* 
proportion, ^ , c.irhof 

Cod bath fromifci to give the SptrifJ 
lisSm (.r his holy Sprit) to aU that are the 
led of the Urd : So he hath affAnted a fdemn 
AreinhU Servants and Handmaids, gertermyy 
4r< ta r^ait upon him for the reception thereoj, 
M ) way t's [hefra)(rs of the Chmb (ftrtorme^ 



( 4 ) 
ty her Miniff ers) with the iiylnjr on of han^f 
find this I as a frinclfle of {^hrlfh^n Rd gion^ hd 
imgin^to th:m in the minuriiy of their Chri/l.i^^ 
ft ate. ^ 'i^L' 

For explication of fome parts of tiBpPro. " 
pofition, it is meet that we (hew, hrf t , what 
we mean by the holy Ghol l , lith fome now, 
fas well as heretofore i p . — ) either by 
reafon of ignorance. or fmi^^ worfe caufĉ  
feem not to know , n-heJien' }^wr be any holy 
<Sh4. As i f they had f()rgottenunto what tlicy 
were*Bapti7ed. M^^ttLi^. t-c), 
• By the^Holy Ghoft then, we do not mean 
the Spirit of Man in its moit rcfoimed and ele­
vated Itate imaginable i neiclier any created 
Spirit whatfoever. 

But by the Holy Gho{t,we mean that Spirit, 
by whofe operation the Creation of the world 
was brought forth, and formed. 6>r. i . 2. 
Joh 26. 13. And which knoweih all things, e-
veii the;deep things of God,: i Lor. 2.10. And 
which is prefeut everywhere, Pfd, I3p.7,8.p. 
Which Spirit we therefore believe to be one 
with the Father in nature and effence, and 
therefore rightly faid to be God, / i ^ / j 5. 
3,4-, p. 

Secondly, when we fpcak of i-qens recciviu^v 
this holy Spirit, we do not mean tiiat lie 
dvvels in them elfentially and peyfonally v for 

' • f© 



fo they cannot contain him. But he dwels 
m them by maniicltation and operation. By 

CpP, gifts, according to i Cor. i2. By fruits, ac-
cording to I Cor. 13. 4, 5, 7- (J'^l^fh' 5-

}, «̂  And feeing the ground of tins lo much neg-
jeH", ledcd truth, the fourth principle of Chrifls 
iffC'l dodrrine , lieth much, in ' that great promifc 
. of the Spirit of God , as the right of all the 

I^ifciples of Chrirt. I t behoveth that wc o-
pen the nature of that glorious promife, that 
being affea-cd with the excellency, ^""^ ^^'^^'^^ 

ny; fenlibleof the ncceifitie thereof, we may the 
/^ more devoutly ieek for i t , not only in our 
/ , private devotion, but alfo in that fpecial and 

Publick way aliigned in the holy Scripture 
f^r the obtaining fb great a benefit, 

ô j" iJLct it tlierefore hr i l be confidered, that^ to 
. '̂ be:^ider the common influence and operation 

o f the Spiri t , in- the Miniftery of the \yt)rd, 
V'" hiorder to converfioiii is one things and the 

reception of ,the l i o l y Ghofl, as a Seal and 
''J, confirmation of ' the fouls of Chrifrians, as 

it is the eannifl of their inheritance, is 'ano-
f rher._ ' 
^ . I t is certain,, a perfon may be eminently 

binder tlie operation of the'Spirit, in the f i r f l 
confideratiun^ and yet be a flranger-to the 
• ^ccption of the Spirit in the other i as ap-
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peared firft in the Apoftles themfelves, whc 
though they were the perfons which recei 
ved the hrrt fruits of the promifed Holy 
Spirit, yet were they for fome time in thl 
proteihon of the Gofpel before they recei. 
ved it. t o • 

For they did not receive the Spirit of pro 
mife t i l l after the Aicention of our Lord, y^H. 
1,4,5. -— HH- nattjur-ibei^romife of thr f uher 
which (pith be ) ye htvi heard of me h f r J. /, 
truly hiftiz^ed veilh water.. hut yt jhall he haptsz,^, 
withtheHolyGh/hwt many^ dayes hence. Johj 
7 20. The Spirit w.-^sn:>t yet (river: ^ beciiafe , 
%fHt vo^ r'>"t\'n glorified. In like manner ih 

*'Samaritans were converted from the errqur 0 
their way, by thepreachincof the word, gnV 
became the Difciples of Chrift , and yet tH 
Spirit oi promt: e .i^s fain on none f U em Acf̂  
8.12 15, I ^- The Epheflans alfb believed i] 
God after they heard the Gofpel of their falva 
tion i But ' f f » ' } fealed u ttn the' h dy Spirit 
yrmrenil aftr^^ir<l, Eph'i.- I3^H- Agrceabl 
hereunto is that queftioii of the Apoftlc, ^ti 
ip.2.H wc rrceivai the Hid) C'-'>lT INCE y 
beli-ved ? The perfbns to whom this quef^ior 
was put, were believers in C h r i i i , yea Bapti 
7ed believers. • Whence we are to note, tha 
Baptized Difciples have right to the pro 
mife of the Holy Ghoft i and indeed hence {• 
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xvasthztTftfr could fp ̂ confidently and uni-
vcrfally promife. ( in the word of the Lord ; 
the gift of the Holy Ghoil iotvayone that doth 
repent ot thc.r iniaHittts, ^nd Are baptised in t^e 
n.tme of the L<rd Jefns flrifi for the rrMon of 
their fms Ads 2.58. I t appeareth therefore, 
that pcrfons may be under the operatioivpt 
the fpirit of God in the. Miniflerie ottnc 
W o r d , to their ilhrnimrhn and converjton-^^ 
lo far as to be brought into 1̂ ^ - ' ^ ' ' . / j 5,,r' 
Chr'in rntj. (for thofe that may be called 
cipUs are called ^̂ ŝ 11. 25. ) and • 
yet be without the Enjoyment ot the lean B 
and confirming Ipirit ot pron^fe^ m ^l'^^^ 
which is yet more evident, from ^(vart H* 
;i7.. Uill pray the F.nher, and h M ^ ^ r / 
another Comferter— even'the Spirk of '^^'^y^ '7 
for he dsveileth H-II H y pf , ^nd SHALL Ve 
iN ym. Note well , this promife doth not 
refped the fpirit y as i t worketh MvrMLti, 
only i but alfb, and indeed much more, the 
Spirit as it ts a Leader into all iruuh, called 
therefore the Spirit of Trmhy yea, 'tis the Spi­
ri t in fuch wife as jh^uld abide tvithy and m thC] > 
Sr/inrs for ever--, yea, i t is the Comfcr'er, ox 
Spirit of Comfor t , and is therefore that 
gift of the Spirit which pertameth.to Chri-

fiians generally. ' 
Secondly, That this /f.f/i«^ and co^firwini 
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Sflrit of fromlfe hehn^s to Chrifts DiCdpks 
generaHy whether male or fcrna';,! coneê '̂ e 
iomenecelfity todemonftrafe becaufefh^ en 
-̂ f̂̂ S to the intent, thatattheleafUhey mav 
exclude .u.;;;-:,' from thebenefk of prayer with 
the laying on of Hands, will i.othjve them in 
eluded in the word iHt M, Ad^s 8.17. \,L 
j f we prove, that ^men have right to the 
promifeequally with n^en^ we fliall notat all 
fear the trifling demands of S^'.rchers \^-^ 
their 2p Querie, which only fervcs, to flicvv 
the weaRnefsof their caufe, for itfeems i f it be 
true, that ^vomm ( as well as men ) had Hands 
impofed on them with Prayer, by the Apo-
filcs, for the Holy Spirits then their cavils 
againft the/iniverfality of the prdl ccof laymg^^ en 
0^ H nds n (at leafij) ike lets con^JerMs, Now 
that the promife of the Spirit extends to Chn-
fhan uv'men 06 nell a.i intn , appeareth froii i ' 
the Prophets forefight of the cjjtent thereof 
7/4, 44.3. / Hi// foi^T water pipon. him 'th.it is 
thirfi), md Jl.iids npitt the dry f romd ^ 1 mil 
poifr my Spirii upon thy feed, ^,nd wy blefiri? upon 
their if fprin^. Joel 2. ^ndi^fhall comitopafs 
afterivard, that I iviil py^r out my Spirit ufon all 

Jl:fh —, and upoh the ferv.ints, and upon the 
H^ndmnd in ihofe d jyss \ n iU I pmr out of my 
St)irit. Which glorious promife was firft fu l -
^-lledto the Chriltians, foon after the AHen-

tion 
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tion of our Lord, y^ct' 2. And now is tlic 
time, as well as then, for Chriftians to reap 
the fruit of that promife, ^cis 5. 32. —• (he 
l- ':ly Gbnjt vchico Uoih 'iih n vin to them that obey 
i i/; . . i'ec4iffe ye are foni^ Cod h^th C-nt forth the 
Spirit i>i'his Son into joii^ hearts- Gal. 4.5. In 
jsf'is Chyh'is there-is neither mMe mr femd'y 
htu if ye he Chrt/fs then are ye Abrahams Ceeti^ and 
Ihlrs -jccordin^ TO pr,ni]ff. I t is thc Spirit of 
promife which doth witnefs with our fpirit, 
that we arc the children of God. And again, 
He thjt Itahlijheth us in Chr and h^th anoinied 
Hir^Cod^ ithoalfo h^'h fe Irdus, and O'Ven the 
e irr.gf} nf ih S^int in »urHeirts. Yea this, 
even this Spirit, is one of the great and precmua 
prtmifi's by which ChTilfians are made parta­
kers of thc Divine Natiire, according to 2 l*et. 

354. Thus we fee that the Scriptures do 
evince, tliat the H -indmiids as well as the fer-
Vttms of the Lord s that the Children of God 
\vlth»nt excqil.n • . that //:'.' Church of Cjod nith-
ontreUflirnof any true Mrmh'er thereof. havf^ ^ 
• leir i'i{fib!t ue ri<thtto the (rift of the hit Spirit. 
And it is alfo evident that the promife of the 
Spirit, coniifis not onlv , no, nor chiefly itr 
chofe gilts, which fome fay are now.ceafed, 
o w i t , of Miracles, Tongnes, tr-- { 
h^yh.wcno Scriptnre for if ) But this promife 
•nienvconliils ;n thepnn.'fjinijrr.iasj amifnu!^ 
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ifldhHJhhg comforts thereof, yea in that which 
feJtth <d. Chriiiian to the. d^j redemption^ 
("which tongues and miracles wi l l fail to d o } 
and in the mean time is iike ^^Ater tn him that it 
thi^fty, as before we have feen. 'Tis that Vn-
Bm JhUh the holy one which feacheth Chr:fii. 
ans^zll ihin<^u Or L^,-dsih'm wto al/trath. In 
a word, it is that reception of the Spirit 
which ^ ^^h^^'^ 4//^^//^; of Tongues, Prophefies, 
C^c. called Ch^rtty^ and is branched mto meel^^ 
nefsi tfmper-mu, ^mdnsfs jmd faith, yea, '^^ 
that oift of the Spirit by which the L^ve of God 
is lh?dah>a'i in-the hs.irts of, Chriflt-tns •, be-
ine the Spirit of Lcve, pon-er, andafoHnd mmd^ 
in the exercife whereof ( I mean this gift of 
the Spirit ) a Chriftianis both accepted ^fGod^ 
md Xprrjed of m/n: So then wc have the glo­
rious promife of the Spirit remaining for, aiid 
oertaining to the H.^ndmaUs ^nd. jerv^ihts of 
the Lord, in the moll excellent gitts thereof 
as much as ever, and confequently are as much 
concerned to feeH for it as ever any was , and 
this leads me to the fecond branch of my Pra~ 
pofition, vi^^- i^'"' ^-'^^if'^^ ohfervanu of that ivay 
jvhich i/alh^^'i^>^'^ confir-m^d from Heavin fo^r 
ohta}ninQ that heavenly don.uI n. 

That God fliould by his Prophets foretell of 
ftich irace, and fo often mehtion it as fo j^reat 
4 prlmifth the reception whereof ?^/<;»fff/^ry, 

as 



f J l ) 
35 without which Chriftians do want the lively 
evui(nce4eM'& cwfirmatim th^t ttey Are'ke Sons 
vf god,and heirs mh Chr>fl ', & not affigniomc 
feculiarn-ay, ^l\d ^'tci^-U t^e^^ru^ for all that irc 
coneern'd, to iBake ufe of ' in order to ttieir 

. obt;iining it, feerns not to be credible -^^ wtiicn 
yet hehaihnotdone, i f prayer with impoii-
tion of Hands by the Church (or her ^ f . f f ^ ^ 
be rciedcd s i f otherwife, it w^re .^^'^ X 
body would alhgn us what; peculiar way t^i^ 
word ot God dir'eds us to, as being that whidi 
God hath ratihed from heaven, as a me^"^ 
peculiarJor that end and pu^ po^"^'which it any 
aflayto (hew-us. Let them alfo confider why 
the Apolfles took that way which is lo mucn 
negleded by our Bretbrcn, it there were any 
other particular means and way to be u 
fortheendaforefaid? But i f it be faidthatno 
fpecial way or means is left us, but mjfr^Qt^y 
Ordinance of prayer &c. We muft thj-'n lay, 
it is not hke the dealings of God in other ca­
fes tor ordinarily when it pltafed God to 
promife or give fome fpecial favour or gift 
unto his Church , he therewithal! ordered 
fbme lolemn or fervice to keep in tne-
mory that his favour , and to be a means to 
partake of thc fruit of his promife : Thus the 
Covenant vvhich God made with Alra'^jm 
and his feed^ the deli verance which he wrought 


