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^ certainly an eafie t^i'^g 
(i'y'4Qh ••" vernicioHS ) tO nix 
i . / ' ^ l nu ra i of Cbrift with 

19 .^iln.?:s h and fuch too, as 
— m a y carry a fiiew of ftrength a-

;ainft the moft important Articles of our Faith. 
'Lit it is not fo eafie for thofe w ho are iicK ot 
Hieftions or dem mds, to receive fatistaCTion 
y any endeavour whatfocver. And 
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Other points of faith the Queftions of fbine 
have been cudlefs, even fo now that humour 
hath been and is much at work , againft that 
folemn fervice of prayer, with the impofition 
of hands for the promifed Spirit of God, as a 
gift pertaining to the members of the body of 
our Lord Jefus Chrill. As is too apparent by 
fundry papers extant, and among the reft, 
one entltuled, « ^ Search for Sctnjm , con' 
taining no kf^ than an kmdred ' Demands 
Cthough 4:>.ohly be the number fet down by the 
Demandants ) which are the more prodigeous 
for that divers of them have been anfwered, by 
diverslwpds.-^Dict^io reply mad^,.hy,thc-en, 
quifers * What tn(f i-eafon hereof fiiculd be is 
doubtful, aniefs the oppofers of this truth in . 
tend to ftate the Controveriie anew ( for I was 
told that this Book pf Demands is but a prepa
ratory to a greater work ) and thereby become 
(more effcdrually ) the difturbcrs and ob-
todersof thatmeafure of uiiity remaining, 
and peace preteiic( "̂ - , ; -

But as' in this we {huv. too fblicitous, fo, 
neither In our Anfwer, lliall we need to be 
OAluminous, by tracing their demands orlc by 
one. For'though the number thereof be xn^^ 
ny, yet they are reducible to three Heads, tou
ching which the truth bein g evinced , the 
whole Body of their demands are anfwered. 

Now 
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Sfow the Heads to which their demands may 
/e reduced are thefe : . r .i^^r. 

The ririt, concerns the conftitution of thote 
.Congregationsof B.pti,zed p.kiplcs who re-
,ed that folemn fervice of prayer ^ylth im 
volition of hands for the promikd Spirit 
Whether they be true Churches of Chrift 

' The fecond, refpedeth thci matter of Com
munion between thofe ChrilHans who rUi-
gioully obferve prayer with -P^^^^^^^ 
ot hands, as a principle of S " ^.^pn-
p^rtainingtothe beginning of Chriftianmen, 
and thefe who rejea: and oppole i t . 
. The third, is touching the fcrvice it iel , m 
refped of its grounds and ends ^ u ZlWice 
fp&t of the perfons concerned in the practice 
thereof at this day. j rltArnefs 

That I mny M the more facihty clc^rnej^ 
proceed in the conftdcrAtion of thef< Pr'' ' ' ' ';tuicK 
Iniall begin with the lall ftrli i touching wniu^ 
particular, l lhal l endeavour to make goodtni!* 
proportion, ^ , c.irhof 

Cod bath fromifci to give the SptrifJ 
lisSm (.r his holy Sprit) to aU that are the 
led of the Urd : So he hath affAnted a fdemn 
AreinhU Servants and Handmaids, gertermyy 
4r< ta r^ait upon him for the reception thereoj, 
M ) way t's [hefra)(rs of the Chmb (ftrtorme^ 



( 4 ) 
ty her Miniff ers) with the iiylnjr on of han^f 
find this I as a frinclfle of {^hrlfh^n Rd gion^ hd 
imgin^to th:m in the minuriiy of their Chri/l.i^^ 
ft ate. ^ 'i^L' 

For explication of fome parts of tiBpPro. " 
pofition, it is meet that we (hew, hrf t , what 
we mean by the holy Ghol l , lith fome now, 
fas well as heretofore i p . — ) either by 
reafon of ignorance. or fmi^^ worfe caufĉ  
feem not to know , n-heJien' }^wr be any holy 
<Sh4. As i f they had f()rgottenunto what tlicy 
were*Bapti7ed. M^^ttLi^. t-c), 
• By the^Holy Ghoft then, we do not mean 
the Spirit of Man in its moit rcfoimed and ele
vated Itate imaginable i neiclier any created 
Spirit whatfoever. 

But by the Holy Gho{t,we mean that Spirit, 
by whofe operation the Creation of the world 
was brought forth, and formed. 6>r. i . 2. 
Joh 26. 13. And which knoweih all things, e-
veii the;deep things of God,: i Lor. 2.10. And 
which is prefeut everywhere, Pfd, I3p.7,8.p. 
Which Spirit we therefore believe to be one 
with the Father in nature and effence, and 
therefore rightly faid to be God, / i ^ / j 5. 
3,4-, p. 

Secondly, when we fpcak of i-qens recciviu^v 
this holy Spirit, we do not mean tiiat lie 
dvvels in them elfentially and peyfonally v for 

' • f© 



fo they cannot contain him. But he dwels 
m them by maniicltation and operation. By 

CpP, gifts, according to i Cor. i2. By fruits, ac-
cording to I Cor. 13. 4, 5, 7- (J'^l^fh' 5-

}, «̂  And feeing the ground of tins lo much neg-
jeH", ledcd truth, the fourth principle of Chrifls 
iffC'l dodrrine , lieth much, in ' that great promifc 
. of the Spirit of God , as the right of all the 

I^ifciples of Chrirt. I t behoveth that wc o-
pen the nature of that glorious promife, that 
being affea-cd with the excellency, ^""^ ^^'^^'^^ 

ny; fenlibleof the ncceifitie thereof, we may the 
/^ more devoutly ieek for i t , not only in our 
/ , private devotion, but alfo in that fpecial and 

Publick way aliigned in the holy Scripture 
f^r the obtaining fb great a benefit, 

ô j" iJLct it tlierefore hr i l be confidered, that^ to 
. '̂ be:^ider the common influence and operation 

o f the Spiri t , in- the Miniftery of the \yt)rd, 
V'" hiorder to converfioiii is one things and the 

reception of ,the l i o l y Ghofl, as a Seal and 
''J, confirmation of ' the fouls of Chrifrians, as 

it is the eannifl of their inheritance, is 'ano-
f rher._ ' 
^ . I t is certain,, a perfon may be eminently 

binder tlie operation of the'Spirit, in the f i r f l 
confideratiun^ and yet be a flranger-to the 
• ^ccption of the Spirit in the other i as ap-

B 3 pearcd 
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peared firft in the Apoftles themfelves, whc 
though they were the perfons which recei 
ved the hrrt fruits of the promifed Holy 
Spirit, yet were they for fome time in thl 
proteihon of the Gofpel before they recei. 
ved it. t o • 

For they did not receive the Spirit of pro 
mife t i l l after the Aicention of our Lord, y^H. 
1,4,5. -— HH- nattjur-ibei^romife of thr f uher 
which (pith be ) ye htvi heard of me h f r J. /, 
truly hiftiz^ed veilh water.. hut yt jhall he haptsz,^, 
withtheHolyGh/hwt many^ dayes hence. Johj 
7 20. The Spirit w.-^sn:>t yet (river: ^ beciiafe , 
%fHt vo^ r'>"t\'n glorified. In like manner ih 

*'Samaritans were converted from the errqur 0 
their way, by thepreachincof the word, gnV 
became the Difciples of Chrift , and yet tH 
Spirit oi promt: e .i^s fain on none f U em Acf̂  
8.12 15, I ^- The Epheflans alfb believed i] 
God after they heard the Gofpel of their falva 
tion i But ' f f » ' } fealed u ttn the' h dy Spirit 
yrmrenil aftr^^ir<l, Eph'i.- I3^H- Agrceabl 
hereunto is that queftioii of the Apoftlc, ^ti 
ip.2.H wc rrceivai the Hid) C'-'>lT INCE y 
beli-ved ? The perfbns to whom this quef^ior 
was put, were believers in C h r i i i , yea Bapti 
7ed believers. • Whence we are to note, tha 
Baptized Difciples have right to the pro 
mife of the Holy Ghoft i and indeed hence {• 
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xvasthztTftfr could fp ̂ confidently and uni-
vcrfally promife. ( in the word of the Lord ; 
the gift of the Holy Ghoil iotvayone that doth 
repent ot thc.r iniaHittts, ^nd Are baptised in t^e 
n.tme of the L<rd Jefns flrifi for the rrMon of 
their fms Ads 2.58. I t appeareth therefore, 
that pcrfons may be under the operatioivpt 
the fpirit of God in the. Miniflerie ottnc 
W o r d , to their ilhrnimrhn and converjton-^^ 
lo far as to be brought into 1̂ ^ - ' ^ ' ' . / j 5,,r' 
Chr'in rntj. (for thofe that may be called 
cipUs are called ^̂ ŝ 11. 25. ) and • 
yet be without the Enjoyment ot the lean B 
and confirming Ipirit ot pron^fe^ m ^l'^^^ 
which is yet more evident, from ^(vart H* 
;i7.. Uill pray the F.nher, and h M ^ ^ r / 
another Comferter— even'the Spirk of '^^'^y^ '7 
for he dsveileth H-II H y pf , ^nd SHALL Ve 
iN ym. Note well , this promife doth not 
refped the fpirit y as i t worketh MvrMLti, 
only i but alfb, and indeed much more, the 
Spirit as it ts a Leader into all iruuh, called 
therefore the Spirit of Trmhy yea, 'tis the Spi
ri t in fuch wife as jh^uld abide tvithy and m thC] > 
Sr/inrs for ever--, yea, i t is the Comfcr'er, ox 
Spirit of Comfor t , and is therefore that 
gift of the Spirit which pertameth.to Chri-

fiians generally. ' 
Secondly, That this /f.f/i«^ and co^firwini 

• B 4 Sp]r\t 
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Sflrit of fromlfe hehn^s to Chrifts DiCdpks 
generaHy whether male or fcrna';,! coneê '̂ e 
iomenecelfity todemonftrafe becaufefh^ en 
-̂ f̂̂ S to the intent, thatattheleafUhey mav 
exclude .u.;;;-:,' from thebenefk of prayer with 
the laying on of Hands, will i.othjve them in 
eluded in the word iHt M, Ad^s 8.17. \,L 
j f we prove, that ^men have right to the 
promifeequally with n^en^ we fliall notat all 
fear the trifling demands of S^'.rchers \^-^ 
their 2p Querie, which only fervcs, to flicvv 
the weaRnefsof their caufe, for itfeems i f it be 
true, that ^vomm ( as well as men ) had Hands 
impofed on them with Prayer, by the Apo-
filcs, for the Holy Spirits then their cavils 
againft the/iniverfality of the prdl ccof laymg^^ en 
0^ H nds n (at leafij) ike lets con^JerMs, Now 
that the promife of the Spirit extends to Chn-
fhan uv'men 06 nell a.i intn , appeareth froii i ' 
the Prophets forefight of the cjjtent thereof 
7/4, 44.3. / Hi// foi^T water pipon. him 'th.it is 
thirfi), md Jl.iids npitt the dry f romd ^ 1 mil 
poifr my Spirii upon thy feed, ^,nd wy blefiri? upon 
their if fprin^. Joel 2. ^ndi^fhall comitopafs 
afterivard, that I iviil py^r out my Spirit ufon all 

Jl:fh —, and upoh the ferv.ints, and upon the 
H^ndmnd in ihofe d jyss \ n iU I pmr out of my 
St)irit. Which glorious promife was firft fu l -
^-lledto the Chriltians, foon after the AHen-

tion 
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tion of our Lord, y^ct' 2. And now is tlic 
time, as well as then, for Chriftians to reap 
the fruit of that promife, ^cis 5. 32. —• (he 
l- ':ly Gbnjt vchico Uoih 'iih n vin to them that obey 
i i/; . . i'ec4iffe ye are foni^ Cod h^th C-nt forth the 
Spirit i>i'his Son into joii^ hearts- Gal. 4.5. In 
jsf'is Chyh'is there-is neither mMe mr femd'y 
htu if ye he Chrt/fs then are ye Abrahams Ceeti^ and 
Ihlrs -jccordin^ TO pr,ni]ff. I t is thc Spirit of 
promife which doth witnefs with our fpirit, 
that we arc the children of God. And again, 
He thjt Itahlijheth us in Chr and h^th anoinied 
Hir^Cod^ ithoalfo h^'h fe Irdus, and O'Ven the 
e irr.gf} nf ih S^int in »urHeirts. Yea this, 
even this Spirit, is one of the great and precmua 
prtmifi's by which ChTilfians are made parta
kers of thc Divine Natiire, according to 2 l*et. 

354. Thus we fee that the Scriptures do 
evince, tliat the H -indmiids as well as the fer-
Vttms of the Lord s that the Children of God 
\vlth»nt excqil.n • . that //:'.' Church of Cjod nith-
ontreUflirnof any true Mrmh'er thereof. havf^ ^ 
• leir i'i{fib!t ue ri<thtto the (rift of the hit Spirit. 
And it is alfo evident that the promife of the 
Spirit, coniifis not onlv , no, nor chiefly itr 
chofe gilts, which fome fay are now.ceafed, 
o w i t , of Miracles, Tongnes, tr-- { 
h^yh.wcno Scriptnre for if ) But this promife 
•nienvconliils ;n thepnn.'fjinijrr.iasj amifnu!^ 



{lOj 
ifldhHJhhg comforts thereof, yea in that which 
feJtth <d. Chriiiian to the. d^j redemption^ 
("which tongues and miracles wi l l fail to d o } 
and in the mean time is iike ^^Ater tn him that it 
thi^fty, as before we have feen. 'Tis that Vn-
Bm JhUh the holy one which feacheth Chr:fii. 
ans^zll ihin<^u Or L^,-dsih'm wto al/trath. In 
a word, it is that reception of the Spirit 
which ^ ^^h^^'^ 4//^^//^; of Tongues, Prophefies, 
C^c. called Ch^rtty^ and is branched mto meel^^ 
nefsi tfmper-mu, ^mdnsfs jmd faith, yea, '^^ 
that oift of the Spirit by which the L^ve of God 
is lh?dah>a'i in-the hs.irts of, Chriflt-tns •, be-
ine the Spirit of Lcve, pon-er, andafoHnd mmd^ 
in the exercife whereof ( I mean this gift of 
the Spirit ) a Chriftianis both accepted ^fGod^ 
md Xprrjed of m/n: So then wc have the glo
rious promife of the Spirit remaining for, aiid 
oertaining to the H.^ndmaUs ^nd. jerv^ihts of 
the Lord, in the moll excellent gitts thereof 
as much as ever, and confequently are as much 
concerned to feeH for it as ever any was , and 
this leads me to the fecond branch of my Pra~ 
pofition, vi^^- i^'"' ^-'^^if'^^ ohfervanu of that ivay 
jvhich i/alh^^'i^>^'^ confir-m^d from Heavin fo^r 
ohta}ninQ that heavenly don.uI n. 

That God fliould by his Prophets foretell of 
ftich irace, and fo often mehtion it as fo j^reat 
4 prlmifth the reception whereof ?^/<;»fff/^ry, 

as 
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35 without which Chriftians do want the lively 
evui(nce4eM'& cwfirmatim th^t ttey Are'ke Sons 
vf god,and heirs mh Chr>fl ', & not affigniomc 
feculiarn-ay, ^l\d ^'tci^-U t^e^^ru^ for all that irc 
coneern'd, to iBake ufe of ' in order to ttieir 

. obt;iining it, feerns not to be credible -^^ wtiicn 
yet hehaihnotdone, i f prayer with impoii-
tion of Hands by the Church (or her ^ f . f f ^ ^ 
be rciedcd s i f otherwife, it w^re .^^'^ X 
body would alhgn us what; peculiar way t^i^ 
word ot God dir'eds us to, as being that whidi 
God hath ratihed from heaven, as a me^"^ 
peculiarJor that end and pu^ po^"^'which it any 
aflayto (hew-us. Let them alfo confider why 
the Apolfles took that way which is lo mucn 
negleded by our Bretbrcn, it there were any 
other particular means and way to be u 
fortheendaforefaid? But i f it be faidthatno 
fpecial way or means is left us, but mjfr^Qt^y 
Ordinance of prayer &c. We muft thj-'n lay, 
it is not hke the dealings of God in other ca
fes tor ordinarily when it pltafed God to 
promife or give fome fpecial favour or gift 
unto his Church , he therewithal! ordered 
fbme lolemn or fervice to keep in tne-
mory that his favour , and to be a means to 
partake of thc fruit of his promife : Thus the 
Covenant vvhich God made with Alra'^jm 
and his feed^ the deli verance which he wrought 



for them, the great tilings which he promi-
fed them, miift be perpetuated , and waited 
for, in the ufe of fuch wayes as in the 
wifedomeofGod, were thought fit for the 
memorial or reception of thefe ^vours re-
fnedively. A.nd lb rauft the remillion of our 
iinsbv the death of Chriit, be fought for, and 
fi^nilicd,not only by th<̂  word and^ prayer, in 
PH cral, but particularly, ni the^Baptifine of 
S i n t a n c e , V o r the remUhon of oiu ims al
fo Nor ma^We only receive the flefh and 
blood of Chrilt, by the word preached , but 
n W i l a r l y , i« the folemn ufe of the Table of 
t̂ ?e ord a k In like manner,; we are not 

n y to feek to God for his Spirit m the con-
L n t aixl ordinary courfe of Prayer, but alfb 

^ in a fpecial and pec.diar way of Prayer , al
lowed and conrirmed from Heaven, for that 
very end and purpofe , which is the point to 
he demonffrated according to what the Scri
ptures in that behalf doth teach us. 

And firlt from that place, y^ Js >i. 14, 15, 
16 i-T N.iv ifhcnthe ^Ip jUcsvrhich ̂ vere at je^ 
r4aL he^rd that J-'m'^rU had rmlvcd the 
rm-d of. God, iky H H-no the:n Pittr and John 
r,:h> vphrn thiy rrere cm! doa-n frayed p'T t.Jem that 
th:ymi^H receive th holy Ch fi then hid thry 
their hands on them and' th^y received'the b'>>y 
G'^:>!K For the better unJerflanding of this 
place, it is meet to confider that fuch as pray 



to God, ought to kriow that the thing which 
they pray for is attainable-, and'that they know 
it is the wi l l of God that they fliould ask of 

yjitt'' him that very thing which they pray/or, efpe-
ill t''' daily ivhen the prayer is made p '/}riveiyI mean, 
If til' v^ithoH' c mdnhnal ''XTrrfJions^ as iu' the cafe be-
f5f̂  fore US the prayer is fuch, as indeed k ought 
M to be withou' doubting, when we ask of God 
# thofe gifts which he hath promifed. l-imfsi* 

r,i'! 5, 6;7. But i f by the holy GholHn this place, 
i be meant only the cxtraordinarie gif^s there-
i5ll' of, fuch as ro«(;«rs - '^ r-.'f/r/,^&:c. ^A^'^ 
i^^ tainly there was no ground from any promdc 
hi of God , to pray th.<c ail thofe perjons li bicb a ere 

ff B'ptiz.id in Sam xri ?. fhmUf) receive the Spinr. 
n?̂  No, nor any ground from any promife of God 
;Oii' to pray for fo much ."s ^my ore pirticn a^ pnfo't 
10 ^m.mj^ them . 7 , lith the Promifj of God 

in that cafe, is not made to this or that man 
iJt or woman by name i and confequently here 
{0 was no ground for the Apoltles to pray 
fi' hitel) and helievin^^ly, but rather dmbtinn'iy, 

for that very thing which they purpofely 
5' prayed for. vSeeing it is evident that not all 
i" the members of a Church, but rather very 
lut few C and them alfo unknown by name to any 

man, no not to^the Apofiles themfelves. i Cur. 
J2. i i , 2 p . Atis i,2j[. ) are chofen tobePro-

/ phets, workers of miracles, cr<r. And therc-
f fore i t followeth that there could be no, fuch 

laying 
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laying on of hands at all pradifcd here , as 
fomc imagine, namely a laying on of hands 
for the extraordinary gilts of the holy Ghoft. 
For though it is true, that God did iomctimes 
ci ve fuch gifts of his Spirit in the way of Praier 
with laying ou of Hands, yet that fuch gife 
was the only proper end ot i t o fervicc is 
confidently denied, becaufc (as before) it 
was impoifible to know » C m ^"Y ordinarie 
way ; for whom to.pray, or on whom to ,m-

N pofe Hands, whether on men or women, fee-
ins neitherXex is exempted from the extraor-
dinarie gifts of the Spuit. 

i t is certain that God gave the gift of 
Ton^^ues (tr . in the Miniferie ot the Word. 
Ja fo Yet it doth not follow thence, that 
fuch gifts are the oaly proper end of preaching 
the Word bat the undoubted end of the Lord, 
in that Ordinance ̂ is, ti,at me>. /-f/ f^ i he 

'fa.a r though p^^'^^?^;!^yf 
gift of tongues, P'̂ P̂!̂ ;̂ ^̂ ^ ^ ' ^ ^^!\^^ 
ce tainly that end which fhall be attained by 
all that rightly acc. pi; that means of falvation. 

20.31. Thefe thmgs are written that 
ye might believe, and in believing that ye may 
have life through his name. ^ 

]^oxWi\\Altii9'<^' prove that there IS, or 
ever » ^ myft4cb thlni ^is I'aytn^^^ on oj tLmds for 
the extrmdihary ^'jh of the Spnt only, for 

f i i l l 



, f t i l l wc mnft diftinguifh between an effr^ anely^ 
ĵ,̂ f̂ ^ and that which is the undot^iced end ofanyfer-

\i\^\l'f' The reafons even now urged , do for-
# k "'"̂  ^"^^ '̂"^^^^^ miraclts, &c. was 
lii t ""'doubted or precife end of laying on of 

.tF'jjj ̂ ands, Acisi^. bccaufe thefcrvice was uni-
Verlal-, but exrraordinaric e;ifts are particular 

/ ' ^ ' j i ?"^y And Ice it be fcriouily^conlidered , that 
k c^"^' had found .'M.t7z/f hundred men inrtead 

jrd'"̂ ^ of twelve who had wt received the holy gr. jl 
(dt" L A''"' ^^^^ ^•itvfd, ought he not to have done 
f"' i \ f ^^^^^ ^ ' ' ^ ' ' ^ ' i he did to thefe ? Doubt-
c/^ Jeftheoughtv yet who can imagine, that fuch 

^ gifts as Tongues, Miracles, ^ - i . fhould be g i -
f 1 Ĵ '-'" each individual > This would be tar 
Ki ^'"^ ^^ '̂-̂ ^ w^j^^h God hath beautified his 

. Church withall. i r . , . 12.2^,30. And where-
'p'^ as in this place, and Peter • and john in 
'̂ ^K ^"^^^^ conceived by fome of our oppofites, 

. to have impofed hands to work Miracles for 
confirmation of the Word, this is a very great 

^ftf for then there is no reafon to imagine 
A I [h^f f'le pradfice of laying on of hands fliould . 
Ki c'"^ ^cen general f as doubtlefs it was.) For 

f|i itemg that the healing of one Cripple Aids 
4. was fufficicnt to convince open enemies 
^lat f'le power of God was with liis Apoftles-, 
Tlien furely it was not neeeiTarie that all thc 
^^ptizcd (hould miraculoiifiy fpeak with 

lliii tongues, 



( i 6 ) T 
tongues, for to convince thcmfelves or others ! 
that the Word which they had, received wa, i 
from heaven. But alas, men fall into thi; | 
errour, by their unwillingncfs to fee the truth. : i 
for fignes are not for them that believe-, and i ' 
Miracles had been wrougiit by P u, ,7. at, V ^ ,. 1 [ 
ria. to cofifirm the nord, before Pctn and J,t>, 11 
came there. 8.6, 7._ and all that we read | ' 
of Veter and J^hn in refpcd of confirming !« 
the Word, is only this, that they tefhhcd and 
preached i t , and departed 'r, ;. 25. 

Now that all theDifciples at Samaria had 
Hands impofed on them^ cannot without ab-
lurdity be denied, for certainly ihey impnf\,i 
hands on all, in wh'fe l>rh 'lf rhey prayed but 
wil l anyman fay that they prayed but for fome 
of them only, that diey might receive the 
promife of the Father, and that all the reff 
mufi be excluded both from the prayer, and-
the gift prayed for ? Surely fuch a conceit 
would make P^tfr and J-:hn miferable comfor
ters to thofe' Difciples, wiiom they Ihould thus 
negledin their prayers for the holy Spirit; us 
all the women which were Baptized wercfo 
negkaed,in the opinion of the Searchers, for 
they by their demands will needs fuppofe, that 
the Apofiles did not impofe hands on women, 
as i f wotnê n bar',, r>t as clear a right to the 
promifed Spirit ^̂  u ! They might as w'ci; 

ha\' 
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u Jiavc doubted whether Peter and f hn hid 

^orfjj liands on men, fcemg the Text faycs nothing 
fl I''"fi'^ularly of them ahy more than of the wo-

jl '"̂ r̂tf ^ fay thefe imaginations art very'ir-' 
.̂ ,tfî |̂ '̂ rational, fith (as before) it was not known 
iP^\4 ^^'^'^ John ^ what perfbns by name 
/ \i ^}^^^^^ ̂ "̂ v̂c extraordinary gifts, whether the' 
î)]"Ĵ  Serv^nrs or Handmaids o f the L o r d , noif 

^ '̂' j ^'^<^therany of them fliould be Prophets or ̂  
•(iiî l̂ Speakers with tongues. But this they knew,*^ 
'j^ ' that the gift of the Holy Ghoft belonged ' to 

them all ( for fo they had f reached toothers, kdci 
^ ' 3 8 . ) and therefore certainly they prayed 

jioi'̂ ^ for all to whom the promife did belong? 
and then doubtlcfs for whom they prayed, 

^̂ ^̂ "̂ ^ ^̂ "̂ y their hands, and fo i t is evi-
/f^ ,̂  dent they laid their hands oh all. The fame 
fjv^^l Way be noted from Pauls qucftion Atls. J?-2. 
il\Cj H'ave ye received the Holy Qhoft fince ye lelitved f 
r,r,.̂ ;[ Where certairily he inckldeth the whole num-
co^' bcrof thefc certain Difciples, who (by their 
'ffli^' to the qiieflion ) being all di'fcovered, 
i]J be wanting in rcfpedt of that great g i f t o f 
lit ' j , God i Paul muff needs be very partial,if he had 

not the fame cire for all, that he had for fome, 
til-'' ^̂ ^̂  '̂̂ '̂ ^ "^^^ equally for thehi all, 

reafbrt fels us he would not be want-
[h^' .̂ S to any of them' in his enueavours, that 

'Ĵ .̂ll might receive that Spirit which as yec 
1,/ C they 



they bad "ot Kxeivcd. So (hat ftilf we fee, 
laying on of Hands was pradilcd as generally 
asBaptifra, or any ptlier Ordinance, where the 
pradifeofi t is recorded, and that is an evi
dence that the end of that fervice was that 
gift of the Holy Glioft which is general, j 
and confequently not for the extraordinary 
pifts of the Spirit, otherwile th?n ,as they are 
hicludcd within the comp'afs ot tliat gracioi.& 
promife. ., ,, a o 

That the laying on of Hands,; ̂ a.f ?. ^Eis 
j q. was not the laying on of Hands for extra- [ 
ordinarie gifts, but for the general donation 
of the Spirit to Difciples indilfcrcntly, is yet 
more manifefti bqc;̂ ule upon this only ground 
could- ?^«/ ask the DifcipJes, vyliether they had 
leceived the Holy GhofV fince they believed v 
â i)cl upon this only, ground may t;he Minifters i 
p f Chriff â H , t¥s q^^^ftion of the Difciplcs at̂  ! 
this day, I mean fp tp ask i t , as thereby im- \ 
plying that they ought to have i t , for fo much i 
^wm's quelfiqn doth plainly imply, as appears I 
by his endeavour^ tlfat they (who had been 
fp long without it ) ,might now be made par-
taiiers of i t , and that for them all indifferent' 
ly. And upon this ground only o u l d ^j^eur 
and ?ohn ufe the means to obtain thc Spir i t for | 
the Difciples at Samaria.generally, naiuJ, y be-
caufe the promiie of the Spirit was uni verfil. i 

Again 



(19) 
Again from this confideration, that that 

laying oil of Hands e^BsB, <s>̂ <3; ip . wasa 
- f'^'^eral praBlff^ and the gif t prayed for in that 
lltf̂ ^̂ j fervice, a aeneral / i f f , i t w i l l follow that the 

Apoftles performed this fervice of prayet 
with laying on of Hands, by vertue of theic 
Minifterial Authoritle,and not by vertue ofany 
{^articular porter they had to ̂ ive the HQlyGhofi-p 
as fome do vainly imagine, otherwife it wi l l 
fo l low, that by their gift of miracles they 
were bound to work a iniracle for evefy Dif^ 
ciple at Samaria *, and for every one of thofe 
certain difciples at Ephefus, 

which is abfurd to ima- » "^H 
Sine or elfe that they did -^^^^ j ; V r : V t 
in this krvice more than j^cy caoic, no tnart 
they were bound todo ei- can render a: gowA 
ther by vertue of gift or rcafon. 
office , which is as ridicu- • . . 
lous on the other hand j for though it is 
certain that they had no power to give the 
Spirit of God to any mani yetcertainly they 
had power ( or authoritie from God } 
pray, with the laying on of their Hands, 
for the members of the bodie , that they 
might receive the Spirit of promife, as ap
peared by ' thofe heavenly confirmations 
which enfued upon their performance , info-
much as that it may be faid;, this fervice of 

G 2 jpraycr 
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prayer With the laying on of hands 5s as miich 
confirmed from heaven, to be a thing well 
pleafing to him , as any other ordinance 
whatfoever. ^.^j,rrcDC AT 

And forafmnch as the UNirERSALlTr 
of the pradice of layng on of Hands, wi th 
prayer tor the Holy Spirit, being evinced is a 
matter of that importance, that even thence it 
w i l l folloW,thatit is.no fuch thmg as rnanyima-
cine it to be ( viz.. a ttmpcrary-fraiUce enly 
%td for the ^fofiies tmts, that .jcme few ha-
vimr^^'H or fd^ittedto it, Ic rras to ceafe^ 
belnJonJy perfrmeH fir the^tft of ton^^ues and 
n^l^cles'kc. ) I wi l l therefore proceed a ht . 
tie further to demonftrate-this; fervice to be 
very milverlal. . i . ^ . ' , 

I t nfay appear,to-all mdifterent^men, that, 
very many thoufands were m the religious 
pradifeofthisminiffration in the hrfJ^Chur-
chesi And'firfir from the ffate of .the Church 
at' Samari i in its plantation, whcre^ the num
ber of Difciplcs<was very, great, •in: Jilieli-
hood 1 ot-lefs than i/» hmared thonjand^ as 
may be gathered from J^'s ^. ver(,a^. I t 
is iaid, Samaria h^d received .the ; and 
verf. 8. There was great joy m that City.. 
Which exprefhons, that they include each in-, 
divkiual, I wi l l , not affirm-, for, it they iofi-
f ore the generality of the inhabitants ( as that 

http://is.no


^ ( 2 1 ) 
wil l appear) it fufficcth for mypurpofe. This 
js evident, partly for that we hear not of Co 
much as one.perfon , who oppofed himfelf 
againft Philip's preaching in that City. No 
not fo much as Simon the Scrcerer , for he 
confentedto P)&i//;)'s dodrine. And partly, 
for that there is the fame reafon to believe, 
that the irbole pty ( or the generality tliere-
o t ) nas convtrted by Philip , as that they had 
been 'generally deceived by Simon the Mtch (as 
that w i l l not ;be denied ) for as it is fzid verf, 
9, He bexvitched them , to w i t , the pcople o f 
Samaria i which is interpreted of al l , pr-,.thc 
generality, rerf.i i.Tohim they had ref ardy fro»t 
the le^f even to the srentcfi of them. So on the 
other bandit is faid, verf\ 5. That Philip went 
down to Samaria^ and preached Cî r/)? tb fheiT?» 
i,e. all, or the generahty of them > as i t i» 
rationally gathered from verf. 6, A id the peo
ple fi'IlH ONE ACCORD, g^'^e ^^'^ 
tbofe things ^hxh Philip fpake ,1 hearing and fte-
ing the miracles which he did. 

^ Hence \ye may perceive, a very general 
C i f not an univerfal) converfion of this C i 
t y , who, Like as in times paft they gave 
regard to the Sorcerer, both the leaft and 
grcateft of them i But now , with O N E 
ACrORO ^ they gave heed tp what philip 
fpake even fo, ver\. 12. i t is faid of the very 

C :? ' iamc 



(22) 
fame people without exception, that vhen 'ihey 
hileeved Philip preaching the things concerning 
the Kingdom of God, and tie- trame of Jiff^s 
Chrifiy they mere baptiz.ed. ' 1 * ' 

And that there might be tto caufe to 
doubt, whether the account giVen , be fo 
general, as the terms already noted may im^ 
p l y , it is added by way of explication, both 
M'nand mmin. Yea further, as the deceit 
ved City is now recorded to be converted, 
fo the very deceiver himfelf is brought in as 
Mevln^and h^pci^ed, verf. 13. We have 
therefore not only a genir *l ox mdrfiHite ac
count of the Difciplcs at Samaria , but what 
IS generally or indefinitely delivered m tlic 
words, Sam^riA received the mrd^SCc. is 
fufficiently dtfined to be meant of the ̂ opU 
jtith one actord. Of the Deceiver, and them 
that hU been d^eeived. Of the people of both 
Sexes, to w i t , both men Mdrtomen. And upon 
thofe very perfons, i t is faid (without the 
leaft intimation of any exception of any pcr^ 
fon . or perfons whatfoever ) the ApolHes 
laid their hands , after they had prayed for them^ 
that they might receive the holy Ghrfi-^ {r.r as yet 
he rcas fain on none of them. Note [on none 
of them ] wherefore they prayed for thetti 
all. Therefore they ' impofed Hands on 
them all. . . . . . . .. 

No\v 
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K^3) 
Now, fuppofe tliat the City of /Samaria, 

•would alTord but three hundred thoufand m-
iiabitants capable of infrru<3;ion, it then t 
•do allow two parts out of three , yet there 
remains looboo Converts probably ; how
ever infallibly a great multitude. To whom 
wc may well add (as a people owning the 
dovAripe of impofition of Hands) thc Chtircif 
at Jerid lalem^ which confined of many thou
sands, by whom Paer znd John was fent to 
, Snmaria, and i t were impious to think,, that 
they would now innovate a fervicc ni tnc 
worflnpof God at SamarU; ^hich vvas ;iot 
before recei ved, in the Chnrch that fent^them 
thither. But this fervice is numbred among 
the principles' ef the Hehrevt-Chwcb, and found 
pradlifed in the Church at Ephefti^ S, whence 
it appears, this miniflration was as univerfal as 
other Ordinances in the primitive Churches. 
Ergo, it was_pjr tht general gift ofthe Spirit. Err 
go, not for the extraordinary gifts onlj* •• • , 

Nor doth that Text, D/«r. 34.9. alledgedh 
the Searchers-, prove t h e ' c o n t r a r y ^ ^ . ^ ^ 
not only f i i d , that lofhua was ful l of the 
Spirit hf mfed .mf, for Mufes had Ind his hands 
on hinty ^c. which feems to be nO more, then 
what Timothy received by the l*yi»g ot*- ^ 
Pau.^S h^ndsf vin^. ) the Spirit of > -afotwd 
minde or judgement, which may be received 

C 4 where 



vvlierc the iTiiraculous g^fts of the-Spirit arc 
wanting. Doubtlcfs , i t nlay be faid without 
boafting, that fome ChrilHaiis in thefc day s, 
arc iq endewed, with the Spirit of God ( at 
leaftin comparifon of many of the Lords fer^ 
vants) that, they are full of the Sprit of nifedLm ', 
vet the Searchers vyill not fay, they are pt'l'o'f 
the ^irmUus qifts of the Spirit :. feeing they 
have told us ( though very untruly ) that the 
end of laving on ot Hands, .^^s 19. 
isccafed, or not attainable-, whicji tticy con
ceive -TVas • only the' wir.icMlotis ̂ gifts \of the Spirit, 
Which conceit of theirs is the more prodigi
ous ' when we confidcr that fome of them 
M " l i t c ly fubmil ^ laying on of Hand«, 
with prayer to God. But I marvail with 
whatconfcience;, i f indeed he was of this 
n\\ndiQ\ that the e^^^^^^^ ^Ot at
tainable, . : A. , 

I t is worthy cbnfideratlon , that there was 
a Church at Ephefus , long before /̂ .̂7/ laid 
hands on thofe certain Difciples, which he 
found there , at his'fecond "comming to t h n 
tky. ABs i8.1^,20,2^,27. So that the word 
of God had been conhrmcd there for many 
years PrifcitU-^nd A(jtfilU haying bqcr. 
left there, who'taught fuch as were igno
rant, the way 'of the Lord' more pcr̂ C(̂ f ly. 
"j^^j/Zw" alio 5. mightily convince^' the Jews 
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| A (2 5) 
by,,the Saipturc?, thit Jcfus was the Chrift 
we cannot now rcafonably think , that Pa:il 

jyiW would "fettle thofe.certain Difciples J^s 19. 

^jji/Zl itot, then it fbllows, that the Church at E-
I'J J ^^'^l^^- were alfo ha the pradife of prayer, with 
''W^ fhe-laying on of. Hands , as w e l l as thofe 
j[]jtf̂  certain Dilciples, vyho. were now to be laid 

into the building with the reft V which yet 
.^j'C '̂.is the more c(.>nlidei;ablc , i f . w e note 

that . ;,paftuge in Ephfftanf i . 13. which 
f>iO^^% v̂as fpoken of the whole Church at Ephefta, 
\{K -' '^lliews plainly, tliat they had received the 
, l^jfjl MolyGhoft or Spirit-of Promife, after they 
^ i p i hclieved the Gofpel of their (alvation i which 
^ft^ lullyaorce with the order,'wherein thc cer-
-^fi^' tain Difciples alfo received the Spirit. 

And here let us not omit that palfage, AB,-
'?f ^1"^ Whence it is Ob-: * ;And yec 

i^'ft bcfcnt to D.?A»4^fw, to be P-i«/raich G^/. 
fV''\ ' "-J^htthe principles or^ rudi- i-H'H,'5.«^^-
. / -̂'--.USMf Religion by ^ ^ . . ^ / . r , ^ 
, ̂  ^ particularly m the Dodrinc Cafpd was .e-
^ jji"^ 1 bi;pt!im, 'and laying on of vcalcdto him, 

^' ''''-̂ s for the gift of the Holy l̂ cforc AK^mias 
0y <-/^ioft,not only ih reped of the " '"^ 
Kf,, miraculo-."?; 



(26) 

Ions gifts of Tongues, &r. (For it is a douljc 
(among Chriitians) whether he fpake wit l i 
tongues, by vcrtueof any proper g i f t ) or by 
means of his education. ) But the Ipirit of 
love, power, and of a fecond mind , which 
he affirms God had given him , 2 71m. j, 
And though it is true, there was fome variait* 
,on in the order of things in ?.*Ws cafe •, that is 
no prejudice to the truth in general, there 
being an emergency which might occafion it 
and a fpecial allowance from heaven for i t 

; that time. Nor may this variation be a pre, 
fident for t is , to vary in things of this na
ture , having no fuch occafion for i t , 
more than the IfrAelites eating the Palfo, 
ver, without being clea^ifcd, according to the 
purification of the Sanctuary i when an e-
mergency called for i t , and the Lord al
lowed i t , gave them ground to do fo again, 
when there was neither the one nor the o-
tjier nor is it material againft ought that 
wc have fa id , that AnaniM T^^AS no officer in 
the Church , and therefore impofed Bunds on. 
P-:ft! by vertiie- of his glft^mly^ For unlefs 
we imagine the Church to have greater 
power than God , we cannot ^cny Ananias 
to have authority, for all that he faid and 
did to Saul. Seeing he had immediate 
miilion from heaven, which, is cx^uivolent to 

the 



' the'Churches miffion at.leaft , ^o r is i t 
Ai reafonable to think, that power to a6t m Go-

''J ipel Ordinances ; is fo tied to the Church, 
ci* as that God may not anticipate that Order 

' r j i , -when it pleafcth him. 
.̂"̂ Z And as tlfis chofen vefll4 was taught the; 

% (' rudiments of Chriftianity, fo he mftrudted 
others in the fame, as we have feen in part, 

f.tliJ and may fee yet farther, in his writing to 
i»7 it lun.thy. who being under fomc fears and 
ry\ temptations, he labours to comfort him, trorn 

thc confideration of the Spirit which God 
' \J. had p,iven him i which was the Spirit oflove, 
' { power, and of a found mind , which he re-

if, J minds him of, by mentioning the means uled_ 
; F for obtaining i t , which was the putting on ot 
T.r, TauCs hands. See and confider, 2 7 ;w. i . 4> 

ft^v ' We'are now come to the great Charter of 
.̂ / t h c Church, for this point of Faith I mean, 

thatEplftle which Paul wrote unto the He-
hrcsv Church V who, as he himfelfhad learn-

and taught others, concerning the laying 
r n o f Hands, as wc have feen before, fo he 

. / J puts the hrft of Gofpel Churches in mmd, 
jrf / of that vvhich they ( who were to be as a 

^ ) / j f t andard to thc ' . r e f t ) had been taught, in re-
Vjî l i'li of their principles as Chriftians. fJeb. $» 
^ ' , . 1 2 . and particuhrlv , conccrniiig laying 

I I V , ' ' on 
iO^' til' 



^nof Hands, Hd: 6. 2. Concermng which I /'' 
particular, as I OuU have too much occafioi, fi' 
to note the dilfering opinions among the Bap. | M' 
tiled Congregations, fo I ftall hritfetdowu 
thofe things wherein they do generally agree, W 
or rather, that which is granted by the Sear- I ll̂ " 
'chers. And hrft, , , „ , , . ' ''^'^ 

They grant, that the dM.e of the 
Ghlii h f̂ iPPO^̂  ̂ '̂ ^y ""^^^ tne Promife of the 
Holv Choft ; free^nently taught AS H prin
ciple of the CH^i.'t faith r and they give us 
noreafon, why it ought not with like fre
quency to be taught, as a principle of the fame 
Faith, no vy4. r , , 

Secondiy they grant, TU^ that laying on of 
hands Heb. 6,2. ^ frinctple of the dcarint 

' of Chrifi, and a part of the 
* Which chcv foundaticn ̂  . Now , either 

fiid to m=, ihcy fi-jcy mull: grant that thefe 
aid alwaycs gr^nr, ^^^^ ^\^^ promife of 
l ^ e n l t l / t " ^ the Spirit, and laying on of 
Sisbouk. Hands, with prayer to ob

tain i t , makes but one prin
ciple of Chriftianity, or elle they fall hub that 
which they condemn j vi^. the making fcveu j ! ' " ' 
principles. But to fay the truth , they feem \p 
to make thefe two to be but onei yet fo , as f 
tliat they would deliroy the pradick part. For 
they dcmand,whether laying on of Hands,^/^/;. 

6.0 



^m6. 2, miy not he figuratively mdey flood , for • tkc" 
^^rj Holy Sprit which w>:s pven thereby} But thĉ  
^^C^ Aiifwer iseaiie, and tells them plainly, that 
ffifPj this ic the way to have fuch a figurative foun-
l^tr dation, as Babes in Chrifi could never under-
jljfag'J ftand i and then wi l l come m a f^fsrativt Hap-
j^i^ tifm only. Yea a fifMrative Relurrtllion tooi 

j would creep into the Church, at the heels of 
the other fiqiires; t i l l at lafl, the truth of all 

(t; 01̂  the principles would Hand onlyi^r a C j -

^iK ' But the infbnce, which the Searchers bimg 
jjit' ̂ 'jto ftrengthen this their figurative interpreia-_ 
y w tim^ very providentially overthrows it; For, 

^though the Cupii ta^en for the ^-yine, and the 
^ J , Bread and ^ine^ for the Body and Blood of Chrifiy 

yet we know that the fign , and thing figni-
/ ' tied, do both remain *, for the ufe and com
fit'' fort of the Church •, and why then f^oald 
f tli^iprayer, with the laying on of Hands ( which 
îf'' isthcfign ) be made void by the promife ot ^ 

,(?î î the Spirit, which is tlv; fubfiancc. Thefe 
Jo '̂̂ things premifed, the Searchers twenty fif th 
;pri''jdemand, and the difcourfc thereon depending, , 
g tl'Ĵ  is difcerned to be frivolous. Becaufe whatfo-t 

tver they are pleafed to write , iiu tertamiy \ 
{t^^:k)'iOftn tlAt their opinion is cmtrary to that nri~ , 
)^^.tmp, Otherwife it were eafie to fhew, not 
f f only 



(SO) 
only the Novelty of their conceit in the faici Qi^e-
jfiion , but the vanity fuch m interp,-etHtinn 
the rrcrd fomdmon^ as tfif rethey brini>, iTiigf-,[ 
be* difcovercd. For evident i t is, thaf tfie 
fame which iscalled, the iTrlt principles of the 
Oracles of GOT, and milk for Babes, verf. 12 
is called the principles of the dc^rinc of 
Chrift L which pertain to die beginning of 
Chriffian men J which now rlie Author 
w^ould intermit j and the foundation, which 
ht would not lay again h which foundatiotj 
when he comes to let down in its parts-, which 
principles, when he comes to enumerate 
are thus fet forth ^ of Repentance from dead 
works, and of faith towards God. 'Of the 
dbdrine of Baptifm, and of laying oh of 
Hands. Of the Refurredion of the dea<i,- î|̂ i 
ofEternal judgement. ^ -r r.̂  , < o') |, • 

And what though it he faid, that Othej-
foundations can no man lay, than that \yhich 
is already laid, which is jefus Chrift ^ t̂ Qf}̂ . 
this prejudice that ufe of the word foundati-, 
on, He!, 6. u not at all. Ora tkaf tno t any 
more than the Church, being called Chrift 
I ('or. 12. 12. and the pillar and ground po* 
foundation ] of the truth-v l i im,-^}]! 
doth prejudice the Son of Go,d, his bcinir'cal* 
led Chrift, or the found'ation* And ar? not 
the Prophets and Apoifles called thefounda^ 

t ion/ 
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( 3 0 
tion-, Ephef. 2. 2o. of which Chrift in the fante 

:ji place is f i i d to be the corner (tone ^ And yet 
furely Chriftians of ordinary capacity do un-

' " i derftand, that thefe f^iyings do not contra-
d i d , but agree very well with that faying ot 
l^-afil^ other foundation can no m^nUy^ 6CC' So 
long as Chrift is held to be the Head, the all, 

! •/ and in all,to the Church of God. 
^la; But fith the Searchers do grant ( and fay to 
Ki my knowledge, that they did ever grant y that 
! V laying on of Hands, Heb. 6.i. to be a prui-
f% cipleofthedodtrine of Chr i f t , and apartoi 
^tf the foundations nhich I take t. be a^mi H't 
t' 'J; Ura happy comp,»furs of cur unhJf^y d jf^rence i 
r j Itremaineth, that the only ( or chiei ) pomi^ 
M of difference lyeth in this, what Uyin^ on c\ 
. ' Handsh is, that is called apart of the foand^tmy. 
i^M Hel.6.2 > Whether laying on of Hanaswitl* 
t l ^ , p r a y e r , for the Spirit of promife ••> or lorae 

(F, Other kindc of laying on of Hands. We at-
iixm the firft, they imagine the latter. But 

(jf': now, ask them what lay ing on of Hands they 
• i ^ ^ l / wil laf l ign to be me^nt, Het. 6. 2, and the% 
t*̂" f '̂ they cither anfwer nothing at all, or elfe _ 10 

flatly contradidorily one to another, or with ^ 
J K fuch liefitation in themfelves, as i t is to be ad-

(^\,n miredi but more to be lamented, that fuch 
Leaders in Ifrael (as they pafs f o r i and to 

^\ct p>ive them their due, might well pafs for f ich . 



( 3 2 ; 
jF, Sec.) fliould not he able to tligeft the 
milk which Babes muft feed upon , nor can 
they alhgn to Babes their Portion therein. But 
initead of Milk^they fometimes fet before them 
ftroiig mea-t 1 even that irapofition of Hands 
which pertains toBiHiopsin theCIiurchi and 
this as one of thc Babes principles, which'is 
far from1)eing fit nutriment for them. And 
now that the Snrchtrs may fufficiently flrew 
themfelves to be inthedark^ about that hy^ 
in<̂  on of Hands which they coufefs to.be a 
prmciple,(^f. They number up fix or fevcu 
fortsof layinponof Hands, and then puts it 
to the queffion, f^/^n-^ f f ^ ^ e f e laying on of 
h mds is intended Hcb. 6 2. and ts that nhich ne 
/all a DMrh; ' 'f Chrifi ? By which unwary, 
demand, no doubt they have led many a 
iimple meaning ChriUian into aMa7c, and 
there left him' nor can they poihbly give him 
relief, htli they cannot extricate themfelves' 
from the fame meander i and :is an addition to 
their folly, they demand, that feeing diver j^h-n 
are differiritiy P^rfivaded , cnncerning that .laying 
„n of hands , Heb. 6. 2. whether, thu he. not % 
fufficient grmntl for them to doubt Me ther that Uy-^ 
in(T on of.hmds tramfed by m he infUtHted hx CM ? 
Which i f It be , then they have fufficicnt' 
ground, to.doubt of all things which thcy 
i"-- well as we ) do hold for Gods inltitutions^ 

For 
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fox certainly divers men are ( notwithftana-^ 

r î ing their intereli) diverily perfwaded ot moft 
r p places of Scripture, on which they ground 

their faith and pradife. But to leave them 
/ ' / i n this mil l , t i l l they beipg i^eary, 
f ^> frreto return to the Lord in this part ot his 

wi l l y 1 (hall endeavour to (hew plaijjly* 
what laying on of hands it is, which is called 

I' y a principle ot" Chrifts dodrine, and a part 
rlf of the foundation. And though the ^efr^ 

^ • chns are pleafed to trouble their Readers, wi th 
a large enumeration of layings on of hands > 
yet they feem at k i t to be content. That , 
that laying on of Hands Hch,6.2, Oiould be 

, ontoutol mo v namely, either that which was 
/.[) ' forhedinithc fick, or elfe that which was for 
i ^ ' ^ the txtratrdinary gifts of the Spirit : But they 

rather incline to the hrft , and as for the lat-
ter, we have (hewed there is no fuch thing, 

l^y nor ever was ••, being a thing out of the reach 
# j(/ of mans undcrftanding to whom fueh girts 
^''^[.^ do belong, and confequently they know not 
ri''!^!^ on whom to impofe their hands. 

That the laying on of Hands, Heh. 2» 
fiiould be that on the fick,is no way congruous 
to truth or reafon; For, how (hould this be 
one of thc hrrt principles of the Oracles ot 
God, and Milk for Babes i feeing i t is more 
blelfed to believe without a miracle, than with 

«me;, 
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one, (hut it is not more bleflcd to be vvjfbout a 
principle ot Chrifts Dodrine, than to iiave 
it ) and thofe .who would not believe unKls 
tbcv Caw them, are upbraided for the hardnefs 
ofthcir hearts. Certain it is_, That that lay, 
ing on of l iiind<l*to heal the fick^, i f neccilary, • 
yet .is prcrcquihtc to fa i th , figusbeing for 
them which do hot believe i and not for them 
tb.,tdo. But the laying on ot hands, Heh.6,2. 
is 'fubfequcntto Faith, yeait followsBaptifm ^ 
\n-\d that as" it is a principle of the Oracles of 
God, therefore it cannot be that which was 
for the working of miracles. Again, laying 
on of hands on the Cck , is mort proper ( i f 
not only proper) for thofe that are^without ^ 
-̂ nd ihcretbre not milk for Babes m the Church, 
ond confeqjK ntly not that laying on of Hands, 
}-IeL 6.2. ' As, for lick perfons in the Church 
of God, tlieyare.not bid to have hands kiic} 
on them, but are bid to tend for the Elders 
of the Church, that they may pray over them, 
anointing them with oil in the name of the 
1 ord, &c. And they have a promife, that the 
prayer of faith (lull fave the fick. 

And what though the healing of the wo^ 
mhi, ./:<tf.3.i7. and the diteafed pcoplc^of 
iheliland, ex̂ 't>:< 28. 9, i c / m a y be teachinê -
to ali,yet this doth not prove, that i t is a prin':! 
ciple ,̂ appertaining to the beginning of a Cln> 

• iVian,' 
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i l k n anci to follow his Baptifm. K f o r d o l 
fee, that i t is properly teaching to a Believer, 
as fuch for what doth it add to the Faith ot 
aChriftian, i^ho Lelieveth already, that Chrift 
bath , onehr gremr things than the healing of a 
difeafef For he believeth, that he hath over
come death, and brought life and immorta ity 
to light, by fhe Gofpel. Indeed, to thofe that: 
doubt whether Chrilt be the Son of God, lucn 
u fight may be fome way convincing to themj 
But ftill this is for the begetting ot Faith, ana 
fo not the fourth principle of a Chriitian. e 
iee then, that laying on of Hands on pertons 
which are without, to work miracles, ^ 
with no niew of truth , be laid to he that lay
ing on of hands m . 6.2. Efpecially It we. 
confider, how it is ioyned with the cafhng oue 
of Devils, C^€ark i l 17. Which is therefore 
a further evidence , that it is not m any wnc 
to be recounted as milk for Babes, in tne 
Church o f C h r i l b l willendthispoint,wUhan 

which argument from our Brethrens opinion 
is,̂  thap laying on of Hands for mrkingmiracles ts 
ceafed; whence I argue. 

Al l the principles of Chrifls do£l:tine do rc-
of which principles, Laying on of n^^^^^ 

14-one* • ' . 
/?«t Lan'^^on of Hands for mrhin,^ mir^'cKs 

(fay our Brethren) i^ceafed^. Ergo, laying on 
D 2 



of tlands for working miracles, is hot (hat 
which is called a principle of the dodrine of 
Chriih £r^«. Laying on of Hands to heal 
the lick , is not that which is called a princi. 
pie of the dodrine of Chrill. That the lay. 
ing on of Hands, %ylps S. i p . is the vc. 
ry fame that is mentioned, f f e l , 6.2. appea. 

\ reth thus, That in Heb. 6. 2. is a principle of 
the Dodrine of Chrilt, a part of the Founda. 
tion. But why fo > Not fimply as a bare Cê  
remony, or A d done by man \ but rather 
in refped of fome divine thing fignified, and 
obtainable, in the religious obfervation of it 
astheprop;;r undoubted end of that fervice^ 
and that fur Bahef in Chrift. That laying oa 
of Hands ^tls 8. ip- doth agree with 
thefe confiderations, being difpenfed to Babes 
in Chrili, religioully performed with prayer to 
God-, and fignified a Ipiritual benedidion, 
and was ufeful for the obtaining of i t , even 
the fpirit of promifc i and was therefore fun
damental to their Chriftian fVate. Again, that 
laying on of Hands Htb.6 2. doth'immedi
ately follow Baptifm, as its proper place • 
and fodoth that laying on of Hands, ^Sls 8.' 
and'^^^j ip . which cannot be faid of any QI 
ther laying on of Hands whatfoever. 

The due confideration of the place of this 
laying on of Hands, is Very material for our 

infor-



(37-> 
luformation, what. particular laying , on of 

J Hands, is intended HeL6,z. Yea, it is ne-
f i y ceifary in any-cafe, that the order of the truths 

fij of Chrift be maintained , other wife wc fhall 
be very prepofter<)us in Religion Let us then 

|JP|j| reflcd upon that order, in which the princi-
; y pies of Chriftianity are propofed to us, Hel. 
li^^j 6. 1^2, Here that faith which juftiHeth, muft 

needs follow brokenncfs of heart, as not onlv 
iifP j Scripture, but Chriftians experience doth wip-
P^ n nefs. And the promifc of the holy Spirit doth 
Fi^ follow the Baptifm of repentance, for re-
iif/V million of fins, 2. 38. And fo doth the 

means which God hath provided for the ob-
\0^j tain ing that gift or promifc i and fo doth the 
i^J Refurredtion precede the eternal judgem.ent-
ity Kor can I imagine how .our diffentingBre-

thren can fatisfie their confciences, touchmg 
r^^ii the place of that laying on of Hands, which 
A they imagine to be a principle ot Chrifts do-
fci drine. For let thofc that fay, it is laying on 
C) uf of hands upon the fick, tell me where they 
/^jjj! wi l l place i t in the order of their prnici-
''^'1 pies -, and why it may not as well precede 
fit', Faith, as follow Baptifm? And how can 
m thofe that wil l have it to be laying on ot 
A ' hands on Officers, make it the fourth prin-
!W ciplc, or fundamental to Chriftianity, fith 
.(Iir i l l reafon the Church muft be foimded, before 
' / I ) 5 
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Oic ordain her Officers. As for thofc . wliicj 
fay, the laying on of Imuh Heh, 6. 2. is ;̂̂ 5̂ ,J 
ked mens hying wicHcd hands on the SaintT 
l l a y a more prodigious dre'am was fcaj-ce 
ever heard of : For liow can thŝ t be th^ 
foin-th principle of Chrilb , which neitHep 
he, nor hone by his appointment, evcrtauoh. 
at all. And though it is true he fpcaks of fud 
cLthing, and fore-tels i t , yet that ̂ proves if 
^iVhis dodrine, for then it will follow, thgt 
^ruUf his treaibn , and all the impious ^^fC^^ 
fore-told in the vScripture, are thc dodb-inesnf 
Chrift. ' 
• Nor fliall we mtermit D-Sior Bammnn^K 
conceit, as if the laying on of Hands, hcl, 6.2^ 
fiiould belong to thof^i who fall after Baptif,T ĵ* 
xvhich conceit our brethren do feem very highj ' > 
ih approve of i as i f any thing but truth in thi^ 
cafe were acceptable to them, though it ovcr' 
throw their own opinion. For whiles they 
lean to the Dodor, they have quite forgotten 
that laying on of Hands, Heb. 6.2, isaprin^ 
ciple of Chrilis dodrine,and a part of the tounl 
dation yea milk for Babes in Chriit. But what 
ihall we f:iy, do none attain to all the pri,-,, 
ciples, ror to every part of thc foundation 
but fueh as f i l l after Baptifm > Again, 
they onlyBcbes which fall fo , as to need the 

'iiidulgenceot rccjnciliacicmi. or do not fome-

times 



times ftrong mcii fall , when Babes holcT on-
their way > h is not forgotten , that the chief 
Author of this Search, did fo fal l , as to need 
the indulgence of reconciliation V from whence 
1 conclude, that he either is a Babe, Or clfe 
ftrong men may fall i I f the latter, then I fur
ther conclude^ that i f there be any fuch laying 
on of hands as the Dodor fuppofes but" 
.proves not (' though our brethren unwari
ly fay that he doth) yet it cannot be that 
which is mentioned, f^el- 6.2. (or the rea-
fons aforef^id. As.alfo, for that it would 
follow fmm this conceit, that one and the 
fame perft)n, mull have hands impofed on 
him 70 times and feven , i f . he fall fo often 
after his Baptifm, and require the indulgence 
of reconciliation. 

I doubt not , but that ©urdiffcnting Bre
thren would ealily grant, that the laying 011 
of Hands, Heh.6. 2, is the very fime that is 
mentioned, 8. y / f l , ip , provided wc did • 
not urge the continuance of thepradice in . 
the Church of God. But then I would know, 
how we can rightly own that principlj , i f vre 
de/lroythe pradick part? And here let mê  
fcrioLilIy ask our Brethren, what manner Qf 
iii i lrudion they give young Difciples , con-
ccrning this matter ? or how they principle 
them in i t ,^or build them upon it ? Their 
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confclcttcfis wltnefs, ( I Cpcak what I know, 
fcr I alfo was as they are ) that they either 
wholly pafs by that principle in filence , not 
inftruding them at all concerning it i or elfe, 
i f any thing be faid about it s it is rather to 
jn-̂ ke the matter doubtlul, than to clear their 
underftandings in i t . And mdecd it's im. 
ooifible they (hould do otherwife (as the cafe 
L n d s ) for feeing they know not what it i§̂  
aretherdore fuch fpeak it confidently, yĉ  
I truft humbly) as ( notwithllandmg their 
lar^enefs in the knowledge of many things ) 
have need to be taught this princip^ of the 
Oracles of God. Let it not offend them^ 
though I plainly tell them , that in this point 
of Faith, they are too much like the Ath,»i^ 
A.s in another cafe, for as they by their in . 
fcription f« r^' unk^fven Gud, d^lared plain, 
l y , that they ignorantly wor(hipped hiit, 
whom they knew not ^ Even fo our Bre. 
thrcn, whiles thcy grant ( and all men muft 
srrant) laying on ot U^nds, Heb,6. 2. to be a 
principle of Chrilis dodrine , and yet cannot 
determine what laying on ot Hands that is 
thcy do little lefs than fuhfcribc, to the U^^ 
KNOH'N PRINCIPLE', ovthcVNKQi^'N 
^'ART OF THE fOVNDAl ION, 
thcrwifc, let them determine pofitively con^ 
cerning this principle, what it is-, and le; 



the!r diligence Appear , in teaching i t * toge-
t ther with the reli of the principles: which 

'yet C to ule their own dialed ) I defpair ever 
f,| to fee them perform either the one, or the 

r)ther-, at Icaft, fo long as they carry thcm-
[K' fclves towards thofe who ftievv them that 
( \ which they fo ignorantly pretend to own, fo 

much like the ^thmans, as to account oi 
thofe to ht fetters forth of -ftranft PrinctfUs, 
as they accounted Panl^ a fetter forth of [ir/mp^e 
^orls. And though you (asthey} fccm tobe 
very defirous to hear what in this cale we 
have to fay •, yet when we have told you the 
truth, then, as they thought it a thing incre
dible, that God fliould raife the dead i lo 
you think it incredible, that we (hould receive 
any blelhng, in the way of prayer with the 
laying on of Hands ; as evidently appears by 
your demand, in thefe words. 

Hoiv (loth your pra^ife of liy't^fir OH of hands, 
aaree rvith theirs , . ( meaning the Appftl^^s ) 
^tlsS. ty^Elt J p. havingnojfich l,ieJJin^toccT>f' 
manicate^ as they had ? 

In which demand , you fccm to lye under 
two very great mi (lakes •, as firft, that the A-
poftleshad the blefting of the gifts of the Spi
ri t , to communicate others i as i f , they 
could give the gift of prophcfie, .tongues, mi
racle, &c! Secondly , that on whomfoevcr 

they 
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they laid their hands, the fame received fuch 
abie/hng i to wit , the miraculous gifts of the 
Spirit.- Which blinde conceits you never 
learned of Sim^ri lUter^ for they arc the er. 
rours of. •̂ '/•'W''̂  cJU.fgj'f^ , Ads 8. Whofc 
blindneCs was rebuked by Peter affirming, 
that that bkiiing was the of Gdd, Yea, 
it is writ ten, and t^:c Scripti^re c^'}not be bn^ 
l>cn, every goU gift, and every p-jfiayif^^ 
fs(r<.m -ib:ve ^ andrmnth d^'vn from the F,nher 
^f IJi^ts, &c. Yea the Spirit i t fclf is free, 
h o»iti} r^^^t^-'f^ lif^'^^h andi6 therif^re not to bg 
.nmm'.nkated by any m tn n-hatfnever. We cOtl. 
ciiidetherefore , that tiae Apoftles had no blef^ 
hn̂ ^ to communicate to thofe, on^whom they 
hid their hands-, but could only beg it at the 
hands of God , as the very words ot the Text 
dothft^ew, jtis § . T^^-y pfy^ ;^ i , l ^ j 
that tirey might receive the Holy Gaol l , not 
t l intl iey might receive the gitt ot tongues, , 
miracles, r^c. but only that they might re
ceive the Haly Ghoft. From the Text thus 
coafidercd , I argue i H( d,d cmm^nt. 
cate- tbe bieffin? only , to v^bum tee prayer » ^ 
made for ,t. ^B^iC the praur ,,as only made to 
Ond^ f^v cfve he only did comm'tnlcate theblef-
jinfJ Again, T>^ey t'^^^ beg a bleffing for them-
fn'vcsy or Jor others , di not ,cmm-an\cite that 
'U:jjlni t) tbemfe'.vn, or th ither.<) 'Batfihe A-

pPlet 
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p(lUs did only ht^g^ the W#X^ cf the Sfirit, Sic, 
therefpre the\ did not commavicate it, Scc 

Let k further he ,confidered , that it that 
„ , which they ask Uib^^^naH^^ and obtained by 
. ^1 thofe that now wait upon God in prayer with 
' € the laving on Of Hands, then our pradrde doth 
fi4 agree very well with theirs now what did 
l \ they ask ? The gift of tongues ? c^'c No, 

they only asked the Holy Uhojl, .^nd lurely 
A the Ghfi is now 
'Jt even there, nhere tr,naues are nH attained U - , 
fi5̂ ' • tk-rwife it wi l l follow, that the greater part 

V l t h e Saints in the pvimitive times, as well 
as the Saints in thefe dayes, have no recci-

iiof. ved the Holy Ghoit V which is not only too-
oiti t IHh, but very pemicious^o imagine, tor /i^ts 

l i ^ ' j )oy,andwiththe Holy Gholt ^ ana u 
A is exhorted to be hlled with the Spmt. AU 
11/ which may be attained to now, although c 
oiC miraculous gifts of the Spirit be not attain-

cd, nor indeed, are they-neceffary m 
'r j i der thereunto", as the places lalt quoted do 

Jr^J ' ' 'NOW that there is an agreement between 
the laying on of hands, 8- ^^}^ c,'' 

i 6.2. and that which we.pradife, wiU tar-
./K;, thcrappear by thisparallel : The Jf^itts fc^--
,Sl^i formed lay.r, on ot Han.s, mth prayer to it^c 



I>rd',ancl fo do wCyThtj ferfotmcdthu fervice o»t 
Vtfcifles.i's ffich, whether male or female, and fo 
do We > It vcas fraBifed by them in order tu the 
receiving the Hoi) Ghifl, and fo i t is by us •» 
J'bey placei Uying on of Hands^ in the fourth place 
f,( ffbrifiian principles, and fo do we i They 
Jsked mt Tongars , and Miraculotts gifts ^ no 
more do we : The eff'eB^ «f f*'^' f'rvice depen
ded mt on them , no more it f^o^^^^ wŝ  But 
tkar woi according to the will of the F. tker then, 
and (b it is to us. 

Juftly migbt wc return our Brethrens dc^ 
mand upon themfelves, in their pradifes of 
prayer and preaching, when we conlider how 
God gave the Spirit in the likenefs of fiery 
tongues, to the hundred and twemy Dif j ; i , 
pies, who prayed with one accord, in one 
place : The like'to which elfed , never foK 
lowed the moll ferious prayer, that ever pro. 
ceedcd from our Brethren. Muft we then 
conclude, that there is no agreement between 
cReir prayer, and the prayer of the Church in 
thofe dayes ? This is the way to make void the 
thc wayes of God , unlefs he give us the like 
effedatall times, which he ever gave to any 
at any time The like may be faid of preach' 
ingi, For when /'fjirr preached, 4[ls lo . the 
Holy Gholr fell on all that heard the word 
^6 Rs that thcy (pake with tongues. Would it 

* not 



p riot be abfurd now to (ay, that^^^^r did com^ 
municate the bleffing of tongues here ? And 

ji^ j thence to cyndi.de, that none may preach un-
' / lefsthey have .̂ i.e bleding of tongues to com-
jj W J nainicatc to tliofc to whom they preacli. 
j/L Nor may wc fay, that the like effed_did al-

V7 ayes follow the preaching of Piicr himfch 5 
,jpK no nor his laying on of -Hands neither. For 

there is no mention that thofe Difciples at Sa-
•ijij. maria received the gift of tongues i but only 

V'*^ that they received the Holy Ghoft: For wc 
have ftiewed, that the iHoly Ghoft: may be re-

J ceived fo, as that perfons may be known, and 
^ faid by others to be ful l of the Holy Ghoft , 

-wll", and yet the miraculous gifts of the Spirit may 
: ci^ be abfent. Nor is it to be doubted , but that 
' P''̂  Simon Maftu had hands impofed on him, in 
'̂ J/I J'L common with the reft, iithhewasa Believer, 

and Baptized, and ftiewed as much zeal as the 
f reft ,( if not more) for its faid he continued 

^̂ .tlî 'i, with Philipy and wondered, beholding the 
^̂,(iVt̂ ,̂ miracles which were done, &c. Nor was tlie 
j ^ i ' deceit of his heart perceived , t i l l alter the fer-
^jiJj vice of laying on of Hands was performetl, 

I'J uitis 8. And yet certainly his receivings in 
[0 \ rcfpcd of Spiritual blelhngs, was not fo great,. 
/[^ but that it may be fafely preftimed, that many 
Q, f j Chriftians in thefe dayes, do receive the Holy 
^of' Ohoft as much as H^min M<g*f> did. And 

^ . though 
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though Paey faid to him , thou' haft" no part 
or lot in this matter, yet the words [ th is 
niatter ] cannot refer to S m ms delire of 
fubjedion to laying on of Hands j but to 
his ambitious and avaritious delire , to be a 
Minifter to difpence that ordinance to others, 
for carnal advantage. , , , , , 

And whereas it is much doubted, whether 
laying on of Hands , was ever taught or com-
manded by authority from heaven , me thinks 
this fliould not be hardtobeunderftood. i i ^ . , 
lefs we can be fo void'of reafon , as to dream 
that*7'fff»' and f vvhen they came among 
theDifeiples, went prepofteroully, from per. 
fon to perfon , praying and puttnig their 
hands upon theni, and that without telling 
them what they meant by it. Which to do, 
were enough to amaze the Spedators , and is 
contrary to the glory and gravity ot Gofpel. 
p( rformances ^ which as they muft be ads (or 
fubjedions) of fai th, if they do pi cafe God ̂  
fothe faith of fuch ads (or fubjedions) muft 
come by hearing, with underftanding what 
theymuft do , or to what they muft fn^, 
m i t , and to what end. And this hearing 
rauft be from the Word of God , dfe there is 
no ground for Faith, or pradice in matters 
of Religion, fo as to pleafe God. But God 
was well pleafed with the Apoltlcs ading,and 

the 
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^ ^ t l i c Samaritans fiibmi/fion, in the cafe of pray-. 

J ^ i wulh laying on of Hands, and hore wit^ 
,11̂  from heaven that he approved i f , There-
,n'i>̂ ,j;[( tyre their obedience was of Faith ; Therefove 
'"'kfK vV ^̂ '̂̂ ^̂ ^ ^̂ "̂-̂ ^ underllanding, that what they 
i/^ / clid w;.is their dutyi& tlierefore the Lord taught 
(,(C^jl them b(xh concerning the duty, and the end 
ijĉ ^ ] thereof: 

. f \^ That the ApolHes fliould pradife with i'ach 
1̂7 J (requcney, this fervice of prayer w i t h t l i c h y -
irJ of Hands, upon Difciples generally 
, f j , f That it fliould be recorded among the chief of 
tH'^ J their Ads, in promoting the Golpel, "and fetr-
'•̂  . i ' ^ ^ " g of Churches, that i t fhould be placed a-
^ ' M the principles of Religion; and alhhis 
' V ^^'^^"^'^ authority from heaven, is unworthy 

followers of Chriff or his Apolilcs to ima-

J' ' ^ ' • l ^ foraftnuch as divers have laboured to-
^^f'slie the contrary minded in this point, 

A; whole works arc extant Sc unanfvvcred, I fliall 
"^^"'^fi^^^^^nbcri fave that I do briefly ftiew 

W { i ^ ^ ^^ '̂̂ h'"'-̂ " ̂  are not conliifent with 
' I thcmfL'lvcs in this particular. For they do 
' A that themfdves, which they wil l not allow 

thcmfel ves to do -, for they pradice laying on 
Jjf Hands on Officers, for which,there is ai 

i^^U xi^^^ ''̂ ^ '^'^ of-precepL as for the laying 
jf 6̂  Hinds on Difiiplcs, or father kfs. For iTncc 
f^x, • they 
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chcy do now acquit that Text, i 77w. 5. 22. 
as not having any thing t6 do with the bulî ^ 
ncis of Ordinationand to ftrengthen a con
trary interpretation, tio bring the Suffrages of 
Dr. Hamm'md^f^Ilo' .^ Op''* '''*? and the Coun
cil of Carthage ••> fure I am they have no Text 
which liath fo match as the face of a precept 
[ I mean in fo many words "] for laying hands 
upon Oflicers although it is beyond doubt 
with mc, that (hat way was ordained of Qod 
to depute his fcrvantsin the Miniftery. to their 
works refpcitively i wherefore I wi l l conclude 
this difconrfe, with this Enthememe. 

There is fu/Hcient ground in Scripture for 
laying on of Hands On Officers in t:he Church. 
Hrp , there is fufficient ground in Scripture 
for laying hands on Members of the Church. 
And whereas our Brethren do make a fhcw 
C by their adions out of fome ancient Au
thors, as well as Modern ) as i f Antiquity 
were on their part in this'Controvcrfie \ \ 
wil l therefore put in fomethingby way ofe -
vidcnce to the contrary , as I finde them *, 
partly from the Authors thcrnfelvcs, and part
ly from ftich as have gathered certain fenten-
ces outof the works of the Ancients cohcejrn-
ing this matter. 
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ItrtnUian to this effed j That like?ntMLds 
^ J,!' #w in Baptifm the flefh is i9<»jhed, that there fur, 

^ay^e made clean h fo in laying en^; 
jfli ^ J / f r f ^ f / j the flefh is overjhadowtd , î&4t 
i'^iJ '^^.r'»/ ' iltnrmnmed'hy the Holy. 
'fy Spirit. 

t A ĥe ConftitLitions of Clemens^ 
[)t/y^here isfaid to be this paffage, . 
ifmf^e mtft uil h flen f> be born again to 
f^^(f,g*)d ( meaning by Bapt i fm) and at 
il^^^ \ev:fth to be figned by the Pijhop, that 
^^'.fffl'^^' ^0 receive the feven fold grace of 
P the Spirit, othermfe a per-fon cannot 
i.\ J ->erfemy be a Cbriftian, if carelefly 
:€J ind rpilitngly ( and not of mceffity) he 
'V.r/f( ^^^(tin jfithotip it. 

' Cyprian , fpeaking of the Samari- ^^f *h 
%i tans receiving the Holy Ghoft , hj^^P^h 

laying on of Hands h faith ——. 
• ^ i 'J ^hich alfo uMone with , that they 
'^ o^[ivhich are ba;tiz(d in the Churchy 
'^^^\/^muft he pre feme d, to thofe .who are ftt 
j/[ <2hmchy that by prayer and 
A / ' I laying on of JJf^nds i W obtain the 

ymiyGh^ft, 
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(5^) 
JtromM leycm (accordingto Andreas ff^;/, 
L^cif^ let ) touching laying on of Hands, 

hath thefe words i vi^^. It h^tb ever 
been the fpffiom of the {fharch, j 

£uf(K /. E(ifeU**i, hath a palTage concern. { 
ing N&varus (who Hved about the \ 
middle of the third Century ) how 
he flighted the impofition of Hands ' 
thefe are his words ( after mention { 
made of his being baptized, he faith) 
tic obtained n.t — t h a t uhich he 
fh.uld have done, according to the Cej. '| 
mn iiorrH-e) of the Chnrch', to Hit^ |' 

' ConfirmAtion by the hands of the Bifi f 
Injumnch then he obtained mt that' 
htrv came he ly the tJ< ly GhoJI ^ SeJ 
alfo to the fame effed, the feventlj 
hook o( Enfebift^jC'2. 0 

Fo?: Modern Writers, Erafmtt!(\^ j' 
my opinion) as he is |jioft clear withs P 
out mixture in moil of his Expofiti. ^ 
ons, and particularly in this point hf t 
is moil clear. ^ 1 

Thefe are his words upon the prii^ | 
ciples, Hel. 6. 1,2. { r 
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(51) 
l/ firfl digret unto Chrifiimty-, ^ Erafm, 
( f i to he refrniii:'it\f our former life, and, toparaph.in 

Wf'^kel''-'-> ^f'Vt of all it is required:,HtU6>2, 
' 1̂  that VPS h f mgh th^.t true innocency, and 

•'i^^'' fo»l-he^iitk, :5 he hoped for of God : Then 
fortijr.tth ^ jhat jve he parged by Holy 

'̂ b̂oi"'' ^'^P^^f^ -i f^om the fihhinefs ofonr fins, 
^ w)': refii,red a^ain to the fhte of innu^-

'^p. i'ency : then that vfc .receive the Holy 
Ghifi , by laying on of Hands ; andhe-
lieve the refurreElion of the dead to comt i • 

^^'M and alfo that laft judgement, that fhall 
'^^ Jr aviard fome to eternal felicity y and other 
[ I , ()J fome. to everlafiing pains and damna» 

^fay Diodate lu th thefewords i Laying Xyiodate 
[iii^ on of Hands , vsias a Ceremony ]oyned jinmt.on 

^ to Baptijm, for a fign of Bl effing and (fon- Hib,6a, 
, fecration to God, And he calls thefe 

principles, the firf gronnds of Chrifiian 
^ f J . Gatechifm, and the heads of Chriftian 

Do^rine, 

As in Baptifm y the outward Mini- Tinialt 
. ft^ry or nsyjtical wajhing doth regene^in^Tiw^ 

rate, rsajh arpay fins , cleanfe and purge l*^ ^ 
V *^ from our fiUhinefs ; fo doth the im-
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Jitioii or Laying on of Hands, give HS 
the gifcoftht Holy Choji : lut the ont^ 
ward and wyfHcal jvajhing , doth onely 
reprefent -unto m , that in Chrifii Blond 
mrftns are clean vfajled away^ &Cc: 

From thefe Teftimonies i t appear̂  
eth, that what the Churches of Chrift 
now contend for , touching the pr^. 
arice, and the fubjeds, and the end 
of prayer, with Laying on of Hands, 
is no novel thmgi but as the mfbtu. 
tion of that Ordinance is found 
Holy Writ (as we have fliewed) fo 
i t hath continued in ufe as neceffary, 
in place, the next to holy Baptifm, a-
Hiong Chriftians generally. 
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