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Zife and Death do declare. I conclude then 
he of whom thefe things may be faid^is man by 
Nature. The fhort is this. ^ 

Jcfw ths Saviour of the fforld not before all 
things, itfid he that made all things, therefore he U 
Godiy Natarty Jefm ths Sawiour (f the ^rli 
ytos horn In time, andfnjfered death, or not Jla^fj. 
therefore he is mun by Nature^ t r : 

Yet more fliortly 
This Jefus islmmanuel, or God-Man in one 

Ferfon. 

7 he Third T a r t . 

t Hcrveth that onr Brethrens re]eUing and 
f9ftng the fourth principle of Chrifts DQ^ 
UritiCj (nforccth A diftin^ion in Communis 
on (it leap in part) between theniy md the 

Cburcbts xfhich r»4k«th in the Religioffs obfervtttion 
of i^; and that rf// divifwns vehich happen in the 
Chtirch. are notprojgrly, 'hut accidentally a^^infi 

her i 04 alfo that it w no ahfardity to refufe to corn^ 
municate with a people rfho f?i^%y he allowed the appgU 
iation of n (^httrch^ 

A? 



As i t mufi; ever be granted that ^ Kingdom 
aivided agatirifl it fn'fis brotwht to dejolation : and 
is very true when apply'd to the Church of 
God, where Diviftsns are as E}idemic4 as in 
any Societies of men whatfoever; So alfo i t 
muft be dcnyed that /J// njAniaer of diviftont 
v/hichhappen within the pale'of the Church 
are proptnya^^ainji' her ftif.' v.. • 

For feeing it cannot be denycd, but that (he 
may be and'hath been corrupted divers ways 
from her lirft integrity, both in refpea- of the 
firm and poirer of godlinefs, even hence is en­
forced, a iicceiHty that 
{he be reformed. Where- ^ Which fcldon| 

1- J, can be donewiin©uE 
upon divers .worthy m.6 ^̂ ^̂ ".̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^^^j-^,^ 
m all ages have labourea ofprMcon ihe one 
tnre(hre the decayed parts cf hanti, anU lf!;no-

• Chrift Unity ̂  as well as to r:incc on the other, 
root out fuch things as 
have been obtruded by innovmon. And furcly 
what was the duty oFforae, was fmore or lefs)_ 
the duty of all ;: and confeqnently the fin oi 
fuch as put not their (houlder to the work, 
•̂ •̂ ^̂ •3.5. But much more theirs, who not on­
ly would not do it themlelves, but hinder and 
difcourage them that would. Saying in effedt, 
3s' the corrupt part of the Church ot old 
did in the days of the Prophet Jcr. 44. 16,17. 
•AsfiT tkewvrdTf)!hichmH h-'jt /p'/i'/^ unto tn 



ihenmtof iht L^r^, m .411 not hearken untu 
ihety hut !rr ixill cmainh d ^ -s wi h done j 
and our F^nhrr. &r. Putting the mark of 
ti(Jrutxnpol^ then ami ways, and the note of 
novelty upon the Dodrine of the Prophet of 
GoHv̂  Som.'thinglike to which is that faying 
of the Searchers where they tell us, ihey 
^ell nm'.mhn w:cn Laying .nof'H.nds^as 
effiemed a F^ndAn,entd D^Sinre. which yet J 
fiav^ reafon to quemon, when I conhder that 
them ê̂ vê  do hold ( and fay._they ever did 
hold; Laying on of Hands, j ^ ^ . 6. to be ^ 
partpf the Foundation •, And I thmk none 
W' its AOTertofs ever had -lefs efteem o^ 
It 'then they. Neither: doth - the Modera^ 
cion of its, Alter tors in the/pohlt ot coi-n. 
x-nunion fwhich it fecms they held with thofe 
that did not receive that Dodrinc,for fonie 
t'mc after thcmCIves had o>vried i t ) urguc, 
that thofe who received /̂•'f Dotir-ne L ?jr„:p 
tinvfH^nd , didnotelfccmit the fame which 
now they do. SithrealWwills^that vvhen any 
part of the Ch'nreh of God attains t6 th^ 
knowledge of any principles of truth, which by 
the corruption of the times, hath been obfcu, 
red tlKy fliould'ci^ercKe all long-fuliering and 
forbearance, to fee'if by.any means the con­
trary minded may bp cnlightned. 



But now, i f after all endeavours ufcd, and 
/ patience e:ktendcd, feme part of the Church re-

nvdinrvholly avirfe to Reformati n^ znd that in 
hidi weighty matters as the prindples of' Re-

"'JK^ 1 igion, it cannot be reafonable (nor is it Scrip 
tural ) ^ that thofe . K i n . 
^faom God hath cnlight- • ' 

!|5jj,3t"',, ned, fliould be bound to continue with the 
i ' , /Wj obliinate in their by-paths i but muft at length 
'"'i/'^^i declare themfelves in manner pf fpeech like 

that of joftuah. If it feem evil to yvuto ftrve 
the Lord, in tkuf frincifle of hi^ DMrint, chufi 

'V^̂ '̂ J ^^''i yofi'jfill do, l>fit as for ui tre are refolved 
'''J, r r j i^ertintoferve the Lord: Agreeable whcreunto 
' is that diredion of the 

Lord to the Remnant * I'or k cannot be 
, that held to the truth with f̂ "̂ , 
hi L3' * I • 1 1 1 n fercmiah had lerne 
,r ^"'^'^ '̂ ^̂ '̂̂ ^ ^ 5- that ftood with him.-
'yvit'̂ r/ ^P' L'ft thenjretHrnto thee^ ver.w. 
Ao^ A return net thou to them* 

ĵ JjJ'̂ ^̂  Whence I note, four things, confidcrable to 
' ourprefentoccafion. . 
' y j 1. That the parties here-fpoken of, were 
' V',1,; ?>oth o f the Church of God. , 
)]5l [,|)| ^* '^^^^ tbere was a difference between 
^M^' them, touching fomc neceOTary part of Religi-

;^{4.Q^' 3' That the Lord allows this divilion, and 
,fj^' ^-ncourageth the continuation of it on the part 

• of 



r i i o ) 
of thofc that ferved him perfedllyjOr accotdfn* 
to.hisWord. « 

4. That the Church-ftate of neither part 
Cas yet) tal^en wiioUy away or dcftroyed i And 
therefore hence I infer this conclulion. 

That in a ti?y,{ of the ̂  
* It i i not fo mncH ^hurches dtfetlion in ,A 
aa erroar,aithe fe.- frinciplrsor any mct{[' 
ancc in an crrour, ^^'^ ^ , 
that aeftroyctb the UwfHUyhebeld a diftin^i^^ 

thofe that arc on- demve, and th.t ^hkl 
dcr the appellation r 'r , '•"'̂ o 
of Chriftiam, by or rehrmcd, andy,, 
tmc Baptifm accor- Lbttrch [t.tte of ndthtr 
d'mgtaMaf.iS. vtholly defiroytd, y^nd U 

hew mpfch the principlej 
foititi of f^ith are greater or Jtjfer^ by fo much this 
di/finBlon is to ie maintain d vtith greater or Uf 

feverity. • . 
This I mi^ht confirm by the tfonfideration 

oftheftate of the Jewilh Church, under thof 
ereat diftradions which happened ̂ mon^them 
tomctimes about principles of truth, referrin 
immediately to the Majefty of Heavpn^ 
BofAl.l2. • , ^ » 

And otherwhiles about thofc which bein 
ncgleded, would greatly impair the power d 

. godhnefs among men, '/Wf. ip,2o. i:hat T 
which diftradions the Faithful laboured as i j 



f, tvere in the very fire to reform the part d i -
ftempcred, without deftroying their Church-
ftate, Jjtdg. 20. and izr. Chapters/ Jer, 
12. to f f , during which combuftiqns , there 
muft^needsbe a demur in the pioint of com* 
munion between the parts contending, as may 
eafilybe gathered from their bitter and fanj^nt" 
« f r j conflidls, i f our very reafon did not con­
vince us. 

But leaving the many and convincing Allega­
tions which might be brought from the ftate 
of the Jewifli Church, who were not denyed 
that Appellation, though under fuch defile-
ttientsas rendred them unfit to Celebrate thp 
holy Rites and Myftcries of the Law, and 
therefore confequently very unfit for commu­
nion with thofe who withfiood their polluti-
0ns, which may fufficiently fatisfie reafonable 

^ /' men (and therefore the Searchers themfelves) 
' ,1 that i t is no abfurd things to grant a fe^fle the Ap-
r j 4 t'^^'^^^^'^^f ̂  ^^^rchy and yet hold them nnafaUe' 
i ' j 5 ^ '̂''wawfow mth fuch of theChttrehes or C'^ngrc-^ 

gftionsofChrlB zs are free from thefe corrup­
tions. I wi l l defcend to thofe grounds which 
are more familiar to us, and then fee how i t 
timy reach the cafe depending between the 
Searchers and their Brethren. 

And firft from yiUs f y . 2. I t appeareth that 
there was not only great diiputation , but dtf-

[tmi.n 



^The word ^sria! 
here ufedj is rend red 
by M9ttai\ui ySedi-
t'tone. Andfo it is 
by our Tranfl-.cors 
in G d. 5. 2.0-which 
beino' corvlidcrcd, 
muff f cctls tiipofe 
(atlead) a deimir 
in pome of ComrHU-
•ion. 

O 1 2 I 

fentim alfo in the Primitive Churches 
matters of D o d r i n e ^ w K 
word * dilfentim; doS 
implythcdilcontiiianceof 
communion between Tan' 
Ba'n.ha4 , with . thof^ 
which did adhere to them 
and that ;;'.^r^./^Ar , a « , , 2 
which were zealous, f^^ 
CircLimcifion and the Law 
And yet we do not, ftn^* 
that they, did one unchHrck 

another, but ufed the mo(t,ejfe(aual means tha^ 
might be to put an end to the (trife. And ver 
remarkable it is ,̂  that though the AlTembly at 
JerHfalem did plainly determine the point of 
bodrines yet did they forbear • their cenfiire 
againlithe perfons vyho erred in that cafe • 
chafing to exercife all Longanimity , - rather 

then feVerityi Icuovvin? 
that their, power was 
veil more for Edificarioir 
then for deftroying any 
mans ;^attainments in the 
pathsof Chrilljianity-How-

heit . vŷ heji". this lenity would not eifed 
Reformation of the i l l manners o f thofe cor­
rupters or depravers pf the Gofpcl, then 'did 
the ApolUe lay greater weight upon them.vyho 

wculd' 

Hence let the 
Chrif̂ ians of this 
age learn Modera­
tion. Modcracior. 
Modciacion. 



^ would uotccufc tp trouble the Churches,g..;/; 
5.12. ' 

ijfiii '̂l Nor \s there any reafdn to doubt but that 
Jjtiij'̂ i the Ju<Uiz.erj had (" generally) been held 
„tiii't̂  at fomc dirtance in point of Communion, or 
Urjl privileges in the Churches b e f o r e w r o t e 

j to thcGW/^rM«.f.For(eeing that Epiftle writ-
,̂ .̂[('5 ten by Si:v^nu.(^ and Timntheiif-, did im-

^ jj power the Church at Thtj-
f^^t'nica to note fwh oi dif' iThef. i . i . 

h\i:l obeyed: it 1 vcith a note of di-
not J fiintiion from the reil of the Chriftians who 

I / i conformed thcmfelves to its diredlions Then 
l^i^l doubtlefsthatEpiftlc, Misi^. written in the 

f ^ i l XidXTiZoitke great A§}mhly at Jerufalem^ did e-
• j f / j very way as much iw;o»fr ^// Churches CO put 
, / l the like of dKHntUon t.-pn all that did not 

4 f^hey the f^me ; which mte of diflinBion, howlo-
\\m ever i t might lie as a W againft their prefent 
. f |j Communion, yet did it not deftroy their Bn~ 

^.(/jji' So that it is further evident, that a people 
Jilî '̂ jdj may be citeemcd Brethren in Cbrifl^ or a Church 

(ifChri/l^ and yet, juiUy h& denyed cowm^inion 
•5 ' ' 1 / xrith other Churches^ or Bre4)renin Chrtfl. For 
iifjth' she matter in (iTiort lyeth thus. Asa Brother h 
J'̂ or :. member., in refpcd of that Congregation or 
/ f (church to which he is immediately related. 

.M So., a v^rncid'ir ConQre'aation is but a mcrrMr m 



rcTpedoi the Church univcrfal. As thcref 
a man may be called a Chnjlian Rrort r ,and 
juftly (for fome caud^ be denyed prefcnt col^^ 
munion with his fellow i^rnhrtn , So a C 
^rc/^m« may be accounted a (^hnrch of r^^]f 
and yet jufily be denyed communion by^^ ' 
oilier Churches, and chiefly when QIQ " 
fuch a Church as c^ttfes divi/jam and offmce^ 
conirary to the Doflrinc vehicb the Prifjji^; 
Churches, received from the ^ipnfilet. Al l wK*'̂ * 
being confidered, may well ferve* to fat is? 
our Brethren, that we commit no abfurditv *̂*̂  
refilling to commuuicatc with them, thoi T 
we grant them the Appellation of the Oii L 
of Chrift, and Brethren in particular as bef 
wchavefaid. 
r.- T . . Having flawed that ni) , 
p-rifion a-a,nft manner ot Divifions wbJ u WM 
and corrupcioHs are ''^PP'" Church, arc ' 
not a^atnft ĥe "^^ Properly againft her A 

. C W h , but for the ^hey being after a fort ^ ^ 
Church. fher nec Jj r y for her Refo/ ! il'l 

i^^^t^on, then to bring h,,;; i s / 
toMffohtion, when corruption in Dod-rl 
or manneTshave made;in vallons upon he? l< 
(Though It mult needs be granted that W 
t^e d,vif;on., arc accidentally amna T ' / 
Church, and rhat as for other clufes, c h t / ' ^ 
fly, for that they are a fcandal to the World" 

and 



and aftumblmg to weak Chriftians.) I t be-
: hoveth that we briefly (licw what wc mean by 

divifions which are properly agamlt tne 
IV. Church, and they are fuch as thefe. 
ity I . H^htn both pame.sciMcndingftrri>ct9 Jet Hf 
^'hm f^rnt ftnMthinq^.fr their ovpndevia _ 
/ / 2. Men rl. ey divide akm that whfch ts not 
^^at ceff^ryybtit indifferent only, . , 
/ i ,:PPhn ihe pint in aHejiion is not fe r^uch hf 

/ , J . t h M t f o r .s revenge upon ̂ W - / ^ ^ 
whom the contruverfte « held, I nOic vuiu 

,i> &: like tend only to the mine of Churches, having 
i J . no tendency at all to Editication. ,̂ , 
' tl'̂ ' The firft of thefe (hewed it felf among the 

C.rmhians, when they ftrove tofet up men, 
fomc this man, and others that, and this m op-

P I pofitiononeuntoanother,lCor. i . r^. j v m c n 
,di folly hath been the overthrow of Congrepai 

^^/^ ons, where mens perfons have been admirea, 
and truth ncgleded. »? . z. 

d ' y , The fccond is rebuked, Rom. 14- ^ . f 
4 4 drfhhoHj.dge thy Brother, cr fet at ̂ nought thy-
iUKA Brother ? ( meaning for things indifferent:) 
iM.- Therefore y^ho^rt thoH tlm iudfefi another mans 

^^'rv.mt t to his or^n M^fter he (lands or fals.y^'^ 
' J L hejhallbeholdsnuv, fsr Cod is MstomAhe him 

y 1 Thcthirdis deteded, Gal.5. i5- what-
Ho Soever the queftion was, this was their f in, they, 



did lite one nmther., Thus men may hr^ld 
trHfh inar.rlfjneoiifnefs^ and vvithout Charity 
tretich Chriff metrely of.envy to ^dd thereby foy„] 
fi^iBion to the bonds of their brethren. Thofe 
kindofdivifionsin tfie ages bordering upon 
the Ayo9iks lecame the Ph^thens fpirt {and 
Christians jhatne) ufon their (pin 7 heaters, 

\ Let us therefore now return-to confider the 
Nature of that diftemper which Ivath befallen 
our body about the fourth principle of Chril^ 
hisDo6trinevH;l'.tJ. 2. 

The Searchers! have declared It to be the li j i 
of Schi l inand the part diftempered to be (^n. 
]y the' Congregations under the pradice of 
Layingonof Hands,as is evident from the 
whole Contexture of their learch,and the di^ 
redlon of the Epiftle prefixed to i t , as i f there 
were nothing amifs in this matter on their 
part who ( i f I may fo fpeak) have made (and 
defended) a Schifm in the principles of the 
Dodr ineofourLord , and therewithall divi-

* ded themfelves from a principle thereof. 
And this vî ord SCHISM is taken by the 

Searchers not in a mild lenfcf fuch as Wherein 
i t may be taken by propriet^y ot Speech to fig, 
nifie divifion in foine lower confideration, as 
the word is tranfiated, iCar.x.io, But they 
havehoyfeditin their application of it to the 
Congregations, profeliingthe tourth principle 


