
J Defence of the Offica of Apa/iles 5 4nj 
fif the continuAnce thereof in the Chnnh 

FOr men to rtrain more at the Word A.' 
poftle, [as fome do at the word Bi-
fliopl then at the work or Office fig. 
nified thereby, is no other thing (as j 

conceive) then groundlefs humiHty, or hypo
critical fubtilty j feeing it is evident that there 
Titles are as lowly as any that can be given to 
fate with the matter, thereby intended. 

The firftlignifyinga Mrjfinotr, or one ftnt^ 
the other an Overfrr. Wherefore that I may 
avoid this humour, 1 wi l l riot fear to call old 
tilings by their old names, and therefore (hall 
call the Officers of the Church by the fame 
names which the wifdorn of God hath given 
them, not to make them proud, but rather 
liumbled, and to be as a A-ffVitnto concerning 
the work, which by their Office they ftand en
gaged to do. 

Nor 



Nor fliall we need at this tirpe to fay much 
of the Officers of the Church generally, but 
P ily of the Office of Apoflles, or meflfengers, 9c 
this becaufc fome of our Brethren do not only 
doubt (but endeavour to make others doubt-
fUl alfo, whether God hath given to his Church 
ANY Apoitles or MeflTcngers to fucceed the 
Primitive Apoftles, as a conlhnt Miniftery in 
the Church to the end of the World. 

And albeit, we fay thr.t the Apoftlcs have 
Succeirours(as well as Bi(hops,erc-J yet our 
meaning is not that there are any that fucceed 
them in all refpcdts ; for there was m the Of
fice of the chief Apoftles, (bmething ordmary 
and hxed, and fomething extraordinary and 
temporary, the latter wa.sfirft their immediate 
miflioii s ^ Secondly, they 
learned their Dodrinc ei- *Maih.z8.i9,i«. 
therfrom the Sacred Lips Gal. i . i . 
of the Lord Chri l t , or by 
in^illible Revelation, and were not taught it 
by man, as ^ Timothy and 
other their {IiccefTours ^aTlm.i.iJ^ 
were. He'.2,— Great fd" 
vAtim, nhich at the fir(i began to he fpokftt hy the 
Lord^ and iva4 confirmed to^ui hy them th^t heard, 
him. 

Thjit Tvhich.—ive have he^ird, vchicb rce have 
fetn nilh onr eycprvhich tve have looked Hfon^^nd cxr 

hands 



bands h^ve haadUd of the rvord of Life th 
Tphich vfs hdvefrtn and hard dtd trt unto -H^^ 

I John 1.1,5. / cenifie ym Brnhrcn, tit 
the Gofftl jvttch veoi f reached of me was nn afttr 

* Ami yec-.t is true -̂ ^ ^ 

.the l.no-.lcd,e of ^ f f ^ ' ^ ^ f f'^^/^do« 
fomcof the princi- of pP^Chrifi. G^U^n^ 
pies of Religion by Thirdly, They were to 
A»:ftiM, • lay a Foundation, and tn 
i £ f F o p o r e a f o r m o f D o & i , " 

tor Other Teachers tobuil j 
on^ and to keep as their pattern, and a Stan^ 
dard by which to trie others Doctrine and 
Spirits, I Cor.3.1 o. 04 4 nife M.Jhr hnilder 

J ijAve laid the Fiund.itioti^ and another hniltleth 
tbereor. He tJut u of God heareth he that is j^jjj 
cfGod hj^ireth not tis^ hereby k»m ne the Spirit 
eftrfithj a'id the Spirit of erroMr-, i John 4.6. 

Fourthly, they were^-
*I.c.asaConcomi, NccefTarily endowed with 
tant; not as a part , -r {• 
of thJir Office. ^^^^'^^ of Tongues, Mi^ 

xacks,&f, todemonftrate 
that they were fent of God, and that their 
Dodrine was from Heaven , Luke 24.4^. 

BHt tarry ye in the City of Jerufalem uitiL ye 
he endued tvitb power frcm on high, 2 Cor.i2, 12. 
•I'rnly the figns of an ay^pofi > ixere rrrottght amond 
yrA mailpAtienc^'^in Signs .vid H'ondsn, tnd tzi^hty 

lieeds' 



t^eeJs. ttk thefe and the like refpeds the A p o 
ftles have no fuccefTours, for i f they have, then -
muft their Words and Writings have the like 
force, and Authority, and then we fliould be 
ftill receiving new Oracles , and never know 
when the whole Councel of God was made 
known to us. 

Now the things which were ordinary and 
fixed, in the Apoftolical Office were fuch as 
thefe, their Authority to preach the Golpd i n 
all places, at all times, to all perfons, as occafi-" 
on and opportunity by Gods providence was 

^ /'i given to them, Mark.i<?.i5. Treuh the Goffd 
'JV^ tn every Creature , Mat-h. 28. Ip, 20. Teach all 
V i N'^tions—And lo I am mth jw/, ahays even to 
'y'lJi the end of the rcnrlA s this work could not bc^ 

tied only to the chief or Primitive ApoftleSi" 
lith they were to leave the World by death 
2ech.l.5^<^. The F^ithersjvhere are the)., and the 
'Prophets do they live for ever ? A(5ts 20. 2p, / 
know after my decedfe^riev.Hi Wolves jhalL emer, 
in. 

, Secondly, their unwearied diligence in 
^t)^^(^fia Teaching both the Churches and Pallours m 
-Lr ^ all the wil l of God, their care for the well-fet-

1^11 ^ "̂8 ^"'^ governing the Churches, Adfs 20.31,. 
,/ Therefore watch and remember that by the ffnce of 

years I ce^fed not to ream every one night and 
V (̂j ^ ^^'^ tears^i Cor. 11» 28.—;hat vfLiLli cometh 



C i 4 » ) 
f^pon me daily y the care of all the Churches^z Pet i 
12,13,14515. 

/ jvill not be Keyliient to put ycu always in re-, 
ptemhrance of thefe things--yea^ Ithinl^it meet at 
long^s iarfif* Talernacle to ftir ym ttp ly 
fHttin{^ you in rememhrana, moreover I nitl 
de-ivonr thatyosiway be able after my decease 10 
have thefe things alv'ays In rememl^rance. 

The refi -ivili Jfet in order nhen I comcy and 
jierfeSl that vehich is lacking concerning yo^^ 
faith, 

Tit .1 .5 . For this caufe left I thee in Crettjhat 
thonpJtnldeft fet in order the things that Are Jv^nt--
ing, and ordain Elders in every Cityy as I had ap^ 
pointed thee. 

3. Their being/Vf for defence of the Gofpel 
dgainft Jalfe Apoltles^ Phil. I . 16, 17. the one 
freach Chriji of (fontentien- -fuppofing to add 
fj^iHion to my bonds. The other of Love, knomnff 
that I am fet for the defence of the Cfffpel^ 

Fourthly, To ftrenthen the Hands of par* 
ticular Paftours againft Ufurpers,and fuch as 
dfifpifetheMiniftersofChrift, Ads 20. r^nd 
from Meletus he fent to Ephefus, and called the 
Elders of the (fhurch. ^nd rahen they veere come 
unt9 himy he faid unto them—tf your oven felves 
fhall men arife fpe«k}ng perverft things-^-T'h ere fore 
]vatch,&C0^ John 5. Beloved th(U doft faithfully 
jf barfcever thou doji to the Bretkreny and to fir an ̂  



gtri-^"! rtrote to the Church, hut Diotrephes vho 
loveth to have the fre-tminence among tbtm re^ 
ciiveth Hi noty nherefore if I come, 1 veill retnemher 
hiiiudit') t he dothytrating againfi m ^mth THAU' 
cicwnordsy i T i m . I . 17. I^et the Elders thdt 
rule well be counted ncfthy cfdonhle honour^ 
Gal. 4.17,18. They z^ealoujly # ^ yoUylnt not 
Ttell : yea, they ifofild exclfide that pft mighf 
affeU them. 

Now that the chief Apoftles have fome to 
fucceed them in the Apoftlefhip, as we have af
firmed wil l appear firft from the confideration 
ofthatCommiffion which our Lord gave for 
the Teaching of the Nations, or for the preach
ing the Gofpel to every Creature. 

Secondly, from the duration of thofe gifts 
in the Church which our Lord obtained and 
gave, by virtue of his Afcention. 

Thirdly, f rom the confideration of the Pri
mitive Churches, their having fuch Apoftles or 
MelTengers. 

Fourthly, from the ]3Tadice of thole who 
moft queftion the necellity of MefTengers at 
this day. 

Fifthly, fromtheftateof the World, thcfr 
neceffity to be taught the truth as it is in Jefus. 
And in regard of the danger they lie under by 
weans of talfe Apoftles. 

Anci 
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If the Church 
have not a Miitifte-
ry of Meffcngers, 
then none are 
bound by virtue of 
Office CO preach to 
the Nations. 

Andf i r f tk i s evident from Ifath, ^S.ip^sb 
andM^rk 16 15. that it is the wi l l of God 
that the Nations be taught, and that every 
Creature fiiould have the Gofpel.preached un, 

to them, wherefore i t re-
maincth that we Hick to 
one thing out of three, and 
thatis,elther fome bodyiQ 
fpccial are bound to preach 
the Gofpel to thofe that 
arc without i or elfe that 
all Chrillians are equally 

bound to perform this work i f capable in re-
fped of gifts, or elfe that this work ended-with 
the Apoftles. -

Thelaft wi l l notbefaid by any that confi--
derSjthat^ the making one branch of that 
Commi/fion, c^^r/'.28.and M^rii i^.void or 
not obliging or binding to the Church now, or 
any perlons in i t , is In effed to make the vvhole 
commillion void, for i f none have power by 
virtue of this Commlliion to teach the Nati
ons, how can it be that any hath power from 
hence to baptize ? both works being comman
ded as i t were in one breath. Nor can the 
Church obferve all things \yhatfoever Chrill 
coihmanded his Apoftlcs, i f tiiey be not to ob-
ferve this great work. to preacli the Gofpel to 
the World. 

Nei-
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Neither can i t rationally he /aid that th i . 
work belongs to every gifted Chrillian alike-, 
bccaufctheiniploymcnt of the Gofpel confifts 

'f£ '̂' jn divers Offices, and all fuch Members have 
not the fame Office. 

^ it'' 2. Again, mecr gifts do not make men Of-
'|[,V,% 'i ficcrs (and that the teaching, Math. 18. and 

{A the preaching, iJHark^i6. is a preaching not 
)it by virtue of gift only, but by Authority alfo 

' J cannot be denied) I T im . i . i S . Thfj charge I 
commit to Son Timothy, ! T im . 6,20. O Ti-

tu'^ fnothy k^eef that irhich is committed to thy trt^fi, 
y " .̂ T im. 2.2. and the fame commit thofi to faithful 
a fl men, and let thefe ajfofir/l befroved^ and then 'let 
U r them ufe the Office of a 'Deacon being found blame 
^ ^ tefs, i T i m . 3 . f o . Surely i f this card mull be 

/ had, that none ufc the Office of a Deacon, but 
^ J^^[ upon fuch proof had of their fitnefs, it cannot 
' be imagined that the greater qiattcrs of the Go-

fpel Oiould be taken in hand vvithout the like 
/ ! care and circumfptdion. 

V ' ! 3' They that would have this work of 
" r l | preaching to the World,no mans concern , by 

virtue of Office,while.'^ they fpeak againll Mef-
yj^^ fcngcrs, do make more than any body clfe, 
s /[I *^tHerwifewe may well enquire how fliall they 

preach except they be fent ? Kom. i o. We con-
.̂̂  :ludethcn, i f thofc that preach mufl: be fent y 

(J and i f that commilfion, Al.ith. 28, OtTarl^ 16^ 
• u ' L be 



he yet in forcc,then the Apoftlcs haye fomc to 
fucceed them in their Office Apoftolical. 

Which is yet more evident by the confide-
ration of thofe gifts which our Lord obtained 
and gave to his Church by virtue othis Afeen-
tion, Eph, ^ii.'^ndbf gave fome ^}oftles,A>,i 
fome PrephetSf and fome Evangel if} s, and fomt 
PaflohrSy and Teachers, for the perfeUing the 
Saints for the veork^f the Miniflery^for the edy 
fyingcfthehdyefChrifi, Till we all come, inta 
'fhemityofthe Faith, &c. See i Cor. 12. 28. i t 
were certainly a very dangerous thing to fay 
that any of thefe gifts are taken away Irom the 
Church of God, albeit fome of them are per
haps but rarely found, at leaftin that part of 
the World which do profefs the name of 
Chrirt i efpecially Miracles, Crr. which yet 
ttiay not be laid to be wholly abfent from the 
Churches in thefe days, and in this Nation, of 
which I could fay fometliing, partly from fuch 
information as I know to be true, and partly 
from what I have heard and fccn in that be
half. But as touching the gift of Offices here 
repeated, why any of them fliould be taken 
away from the Church, I fee not any ground 
at all, they being fo evidently fixed in the 
Church the whole Church be complcatedi 
and the ufe of thefe Offices refpedively, as be
fore we have defined , fo needful, that the 

Church 



y.i;urcli \yo Hid eafily find the want of them i f 
indeed they be taken from her as we fliall fee 
more anon. Andalthough we faid before that 
the gift of Miracles, Tongues, ^ r . was nccef-
fary to the Office of the chief Apoftles, and yet 
was only temporary: and now fay the gifts of 
Miracles may riot be denyed to have a being or 
continuance in the Church. In this there is no 
contradidion i for, the making thofe gifts 
temporary (or but for a time) as they were ne-
ceftary to the Office of thofe which firft preach
ed the Gofpel, doth not at all conclude that 
they arc wholly abnegated, or taken away from 
the Church. And when we fay that thefe gifts 
were neceflary to the Office of the chief Apo-
oftles, our meaning not that Miracles was i 
part oftheir office, but only a necefTary con-
comicarit thereto i Co that though this con
comitant fhould not befound, it is no prejudice 
to the Office confidered as we have defined i t . 

We come now to enquire into the order of < 
the Primitive Churches, who certainly had 
many Apoftles bcfide thofe that were Founda-, ^ 
tion layers and Maftef-builders, fueh were 

and Jmut, Rom. 16.7. who arc 
L\<Xtohemen of nott among tbt jlpoftlt^ (Come 
conceive they were of the feventy Apoitles^ 
then they were, for it were a ftrange interpret 
tation to fay they were noted by the Apoftles 3 
i t being to wrcft the words of i'au! from their 

h 2 native 



tivelignification'which clearly gives A»,lrQ^ 
nicf^ and Jrwi', a place among the ^pojligf. 
n(5t among the chief Apoftles, but thofe that 
\krc calldl the MclTengers of the Churches 
and the glory of ChriH,as fuch we read of 
2 C\;T;;8.;?'3.. And fuch in all' probability were 
tiiofe^'f ;E|). Jfbn^vj\\c\ arc faid lono forth for the 
n^me:sj}iliefi^fCh}-ilito^ thi. Gen. 
tiles, whom QWts'M commended for Courte-
ily^cntQt'iinii?gi,i.nd^ for rejcdinc. 
Had np^ there brethr^nlMc^^ to pi'each.I fee 
nofhov>j:'.'J';^.« fluuik them that rcc^i-

ing tkymjn rsptitation^'Zi^d'^^^^^ '^g^i.nfi 
oppoftrj .of-tTj^ij^ ' C^iiniffyrj\ and therewithal 
tleipforpikhg dl for thefname of ChrijI^ aiid their 
fTc.«ly,p'Kf^,(:hing to thiGQ^^ they might hp 
favUy (licvvs that they were the Mcflengcrs f)f 
the l^ord,-and of his Churches, othervyijie i f 
they ijau'bcfore they-'were f ln t , they^ could not 
manage tjie great affairs of the Gofpcf ^inong 
th^Cj^Milf f. .Axid. though it is true , John calls 
them;']^rethkn only, yet this doth not argup 
that they •w.ere not in Miniflerial capacity,for 
we hnd the. famephrafc ufed by i ^ . ^ ; ^ / , con
cerning thd(e who • vvere Mcnengers' of the 
ChurdxQS,' 2 ConS.3 2 —-Or ;/ thi Brethren l-ff. 
tuauired o'^ihey are tin U^fejfc!?gers cf the"Chm.^ 

chesy 



chf,a-id th glo-y of Chnfl, To fay that* thofc 
Brethren were melTengerSi only as they ivere 
lent to carry the contribution from the <jr«-
f'lf Churches, to the Church at fer/ifalfm (as 
fome would have i t ) is a very cold expofition ••, 
for firft, it cannot be. proved that they were 
imployed in that bufinefs but fecondIy,if they 
were, how fliould they for thisiervicc only be 
called gh^ry of (hr;(K- Surely this character 
muft needs refer to their being intrufkd With 
better trcafure then Silver and Gold,fich either 
Brethren or Sifters of very ordinary capacity 
Cif faidiful) might have been" (t'nt with earthly 
treafurc. Again, E'paj}hrod{ti{s is not only 
called the mjjcnger of the Church Philippi, but 
alfo Peru's ccm))nnion in labour^ and his ftlhnvfml-
dier^ which ftiews,that though he might bring 
the Churches bounty to P.-'̂ .̂  yct this did not 
confer upon him the Title of A^ojHe or Mef-
fengcr ^ ilth he had a greater imployment than 
that, iiamely to labour in fhe%ork of t!hS "Gb-
fpcl, and to war in that holy warfare even aSa 
c'mp inion of ,'\^m\ himfeifj and therefore wor
thily might he be called a meffenger of the 
Church of God, • " 

Of this fortof the Minifters of the Gofpel 
'^Y.v> 8arn-tbaf^ Lul^r^ A't^irl^ey SiloA ^ Sylvmus, 
'^'ttchicus^ Trnpiinius and Apollbs\ as appears froih 
their beihg frequently fellow Travellers and 
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X âlpourcrs in the Gofpel with the ApoAles^ 
concerning whom I argue thus. Thcfs perf.n: 

Mimjters of the Gojfd. Hat thfy r,eu not 
trailed ^i'^ ^"^^^ ofpanietih-tr Chtirches, there, 
*fsre their Office VM gerieml, and by cQnltcjHena 
travellmc Mlmfters or mtffengers of the Gofpe^ 
Themaforis true, otherwife they ran beforg 

' they were fenf, and t l ^ n how could they 
preach? ^^'^•lo- orbeT.^«/^ fellow-fouldiers 
fnd fellow Labourers? The minor is out of 
doubt, becaufe of their unhxcdncfs m 
fpcd of place, as before we have fai(l. 
and befide, fome of them are ^exprelly 
called the Apoftles of Chrift, i Thef. i . ,^ 
where ^Si/t/.f.«^ is loyncd wi th Paul 33. 
fpeak ing to then# / ' ' « i ' ^»S an^ through. 
outtharEpiftle,anaclwp. 2. 6. i t is thus faid, 
f:er of men fought y^e glory. We What we > P^HI 
find Silvanus, -i^hen »f might have been lunhtK^ 
fomcUo^m^t Pant and 3j/z.4««r have been 
'burthenfcme ? vAvj ^ the Mtles^of Ckriji^^Q^ 
fuch they were, otherwife they might not have 
been burthenfome as fuch. 

Tim^tbet4s and ; i us are evidently Minifters 
of the fame rank, as appears partly from thp 
Scripture even now alleadged i where, as Pa> i 
and Silvanns, fo alfo Tiwotheusf\s exprcily call
ed an Ap'filt of Chrift. And partly from thofe 
•Epiiiles which P^^ul wrote to them rcfpedively, 

I T i m . I . I hefdHgki tkee to abide pill at t.^ 
' - ' • ' ' phc-
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phefiis, ivhtnlwem into M a c c d o i a i i - t h o f i 
mjgin » 'rh fome that they teach no other D iBrine, 
f* '^'f' Had riwothies charge been only at E-
pi'efu as PaftoLir only of that Church,there had 
been no need to befeech him to abide there i t ' 
b i.,j-j not unknown to him that it waS by all 
nic^ns rcquifite for fucli Pallors to refide nea-
theirrtfpedirive.'flocks; and not to go to fbr-r 
rein Countreys,,tomannagc the Aifairs of o-
ther Churches. But evident it is, that r-imothy 
was not fixed in any particular Church , but 
Was Pauls fcllon-travetler amon^ the Churches 
in divers Countreys, and frequently fent by 
him to (Imdry places, from the time that he 
was called by the Apoftle to go forth witf i 
him, t i l l Fa»l fent for the Elders of the Church 
ofEphefHS, which was not long before he was 
taken prifoner, for all which kc.AiL 16.1 2,5, 
4-. and 17.25. 18,5.the i5?.22. the 2. 4.to 18. 

And though in a certain Po^-fcript added to 
2Tim.it is Giid^thurimothy wtn ordained the firji 
JUfhnp oftheCbnrch at £p^r/«/,yet this cannot be 
true, feeing the Church of EphtfHs had Bifhop/, 
AcSts 20. 18. even whiles Paul and Timothy 
wxrc companions in preaching the Golpel in 

. divers Countrys. Nor are the ancients, pofi-
t ivcinthis nutter, f o r i hnd'EufeHus only 
faying that it is reported that Timothy was the 
firft Bljhop of EfhefHs^zvA Titus ot'Cr^r.s but he 

L 4 affirms 
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affinnsnothingin this matter. But that 7Vw-
tbetis his care was for other Churches, as much 
as for that at Efhefus is evident Ph.tlir.2,ip^ 20. 
Ihit I truji in the Lord Jcfus .to fend Timotheu V 
tmtoyoK--forI have no man Lke minded, 5̂ /;.; 
jpill natfiirally careforyourft.ne—BHfsek^now the 
proof of him tkn us a Son nith the Father he knth 

\ fervid yvith me in the G >fpe!. 
Oi'Titus the fame conhderation niay he had 

feeing he was Itft in Greet to fet in order th 
irs things tvhich t f f n W'lntinf, and to ordain Eld.., 

in E^F.RT Church, plainly (hewing that his 
power in the Affairs of the Gofpel^ and, his 
^re for the Churches was the fame for ft,,,.^ 
Church, that it was for Any one'-, which is a far 
diifcrent charge from that vyhich was given to 
the Elders of tlie Church of Ephefns, Ads 20. 
for they arc not bid to look to all the Churclics 
in Aii^-; butonly tothe flock ( in the lingular 
number) over which the Holy' Ghojt had made 
tbetTt Epifc(p'S,Ov(rfecrs cr Bifliops,n(n' was 77-
^ ' i j , his <:are,for the Churches in Creet only •, for 
P^rt/calh i\imhis partner & fellow helper con
cerning the Church at Corinth,^ Cor.^.i^.vpke-
ther any do enquire of TitUS he i6 my p^^rtner^ and 
{fllinv hclptrconcerninnyoH. 

' OFthc fame import is that place, Gal. i . 18, 
< p. I rvent up to Jerufalem to fee Peter—bnt other 

ch: Ap'fhsfatvlnone five ]w2cs the Lords 
bru-



Irothtr : lierc J-'mes the Lords brother is called 
an Apollle,he wasnot one of the 12. for that 
J-me^ is called the Son of Aifhei^, Math, fo , 
]. of tliis mind is/iv/f/z/Wf. . , 

But hroin would fometiines rnake thefe two 
one felt-iatne man, and yet othcrvvhiles^doth 
call hiin Dicimamtrrtiiim /-/ft'//1/;!!';?/, that is, the 
thirteenth Apoftlc-, but that Jamis the Lords 
brother was not one of 1 the r2. is evident ^ 
\ Cvr. 15. 5. t(̂  8. where ; it is faid. that; our ' 
Lord..j:j;pe.4r{dfirli to Cephas, thff^ to the 12. 
flfttrthat he nMfeen of James then of A L L ere 
yip^'^les. Two things are hence to be noted. 
J. That J^wrs is dillinpiuinied from the 12. 
and lb ;?.rc thofe perfons iignificd by A L L the 
Aponiesi ior it cannot be that by all the A-
polUes Ihould be meant the chief ApoiHes, tor 
ihey were mentioned before, and Fard himleU 
who was an Apoftle of the (ame dignity, îs 
inemioned afterwards, but by A L L the A-
polllc^, is inoft like to be meant the 70. Diici-
ples whom our Lord fent out as mellengcrs to 
preach tiie Gofpelin every City whitncr him-
felf would go, andwliono dpabt -became fa
mous Miniffersofthe Golpel after tlie Afcen-
tion f>f our Lord, and with this E'ifebim uot.i. 
feem to agree •, we (ee then, partly from evi
dent Texts of Scripture, and partly from ra
tional probabilities, that the Primitive 
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Churches were endewed with a Miniftry ^c-
nuny melTengers or Apofdes bcfide thofc who 
vvere the Foundafion layers and Mafter-buii^ 
dersin the Church of Chrirt > And hence wc 
infer that God hath ordained fuch a minifterv 
to continue in his Church t i l l the body of our 
Lord be perfcded. 

4, FroMff^ffratiiceofc/Joffi^rfthren .^h ^^y^ 
q^tjiion the heing of mejfcngers, M 4 mimflery i„ 
the Church <tt thU day. It xtii appear that 'jnch 4^ 

doth rensair. 
For, do they not frequently fend out men to 

act Authoritatively both in preaching the Go-
Ipel to them that are without ? in fettine 
things in order in remote Congregations? to 
exercife Difcipline by Excommunication of of
fenders ? and rernitting the penitent ? by ori. 
daining them Elders, and difpencing to theni 
the holy Ordinances > &c. As thefe things 
cannot be denied, fo we may juftly enquire 
iiovv it comes to pafs that they do thus ? i f 
deed the Church hafh none to ad in the capa
city of Apoftles, or melTcngers qf the Gofpel 
at leaft as we have defined them, feeing it can
not be proved, Cneltherl think do our Bre
thren affirm) that Elders of the Churches have 
equal power in other Congregations, as in that 
which they are chofcn to fervejneither is it in 
the power of any Congregation to take the 

• ' ^ P'aftour 



may any Church impofc .licit r 
anJthcJchurch, vvhcrcforc^,; ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i s ve-

, latcd to all Congtcgat.ons ' » 
( may perceive what corfufion ^ 1 iKc ^ 
' Moreover i f 'b°fV^^'^&^,\u„P„ how Hiall 
^ World cannot juft.fie the. -̂̂  S.^aking, 
' they comfort *en>felve5 ni th .r un 

or infwct oppofexs when queft.o j . ^ ^ , , 
' nine their Commiffion ? «^'P"' j ^ d , fith 

places where the Scriptures arc -
dive, 

all th , t have V o r e a e l cd, fo thofc 
that as the Gofpel 15 to be p f f ™ ' - " ' (i L . 

* % wh ch Jo forth as Miniftets ^ereo , muft b 
14 •'V " r ^ " " ? nd not to) or 
i f f vcn (which our I>t«h'<=" P ^ ^ ' X Church of 
% fome mediate " " B " " t „ d to that <kny the 
',0 fs God, whichnonceanPret ndto.^at y 

Office o f ' " , ^ ' r - g ^ ' ^ f i t e out into the 
byvertueof theit Oftce toso . 
World to teach th^Nations or to p 
Gofpeltoevcrycreatur.^^^ ' L * Gofpcl to every creature. 

> w ' f a i d i t a . o u l d b e x e j ^ y ^ a , 7 W 
rrl^irk ^r^diflant one from anttotr vtdy pj/ j • 

\ A In the Elders o orre C hnrch all a ^ f j ' ^ ^ 
t^t ether, sec, this is fooner faid than p oved or 

jV'^j they iin inUini), it capnot be tnai uuy ^^^^ 
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r « 5 0 
h m::thc?r power 0 / . > . , ) midc either .left 
^rc-itcr hythecQnto or non-eonf^^nt: o f ' 

...Again, ItwpaldbeundcrAoodio* /o;,, . 
f nv;r ()!ir Lrnht^ifigives t'o m!nt9 .H^a4 p/• .' 

, - - - r , > - . . . L . i v . u nMc nrlt call 
cd rhcf];i fo ferre as Pafrors ? And alfo ho^ tl 
ny/cverai Covgre^4tims theym^y - acl in ^ p^" 
(iotrjhy confenr.? Whether two onlv; orC^' 
nnlv, or an hundred, and Co ad infinielm^ 
^y.i^bncerhey gwe particular Paftours, po^^: 
to ad: as Elders in more Congre^>ations tN 
they were at the time of their Orduiarion •T^^ 
pointed to Om'fcci they can never boim^ 
thc,r power , and then what ^ f the 
ChLu-ch did ever exceed them in that refpeS 
And farther, , f our brethren can mve thr-
particular Paftours power to ait as Puftourc-
MiyChurches for a month or h4fa ye.r th 
vfhYmtayea^.2,ors. andib for the termoF 
htc, the occahons ftill being the fame? And 
ho;vmach ,comes this fliort or' the power com 

day ̂ Wherefi)r(^ftmg that our brethren do 
f f C ^ as great Authority in iending m^n t 
pr.acn ,o the World, and to fettle t l 4 Chn^ 
^he. as we do, ic is ftrange they ftould diHi£ 

our 



>̂nr calling thofe Offices by fuch names a;,the 
^ ĵj;!';, .scripture gives them, rather then by. fuch 
)[ '̂'f "aines as are exclufive of - that Authority-^. 

which is exeycifed cither by thofe who go onr 
,/jf|. preach the Golpel to every creature,orihofc 
|̂j?r|' that take the care of all theChurchcs.Truc i t i ^ , • 

that P r̂̂ r calls himfclf an Elder, and that he 
OHI, J^"^-^- '̂'̂ '̂ ^-in One Church as well as in another^ 

hut this was becaufc he had an O/licc which 
•^/^ was comprehenlive of a;ll Offices iia the 
^ Church,' and hence i t is that we find the Ap<v 

ftlesfojnctiraes performing the Office of D.ea-
tow/jwhen i t might be done without left to the 

V ' ' preaching of the Word,but 
l^^^' though it be true that, the Afts 6. z. 
J j r .̂reater contains the lefs,yet Gal.i.;)^ i o, 

the lefs doth not contain, v , • 
jlli the greater r fbr i t cannot . cienied>, th:\f,tho 
<•!• O:ffiso of a particular Elder cfa- fmgregatioi^^ Oft-. 

' y, and a chargeto Teach all A7̂ f/̂ '•w'r,are t h*n • -
^̂ ĵU.. 'nconfi/rant to one and the,fame pcrlbn. 
jjt'ij. Vyhat may or ought to be done in prca'ching.* 
ijjof ihc Gofpel by peribiis gifted in the Church,'ja;5-
J '^'^ general prwUedge (r duty, it isnot my bufinelis 
I I I hereto.difcourfe, butonly to. fhew what i f is 

^^ hich necijjurilyis to be dune hy vertPie 4 thofe Off 
p p ' fs vehich Gi)d hath ordained in his . Church, i>-
(0 thcrwife it were eafie to (hew that, God hath 

^ f̂̂ t only provided 1̂ L;/;fr/"_) in his Church for 
the 



the moicfi €Xtrcife of the gifu of his Spirit, in the 
way of 'pTBfhtfie, Exhortmon ^&c. That the 
body may be edified. But alfo when by his 
providence any of the wrw/'fr^ofthe body are 
CKVoCcd to remote places, br othetwife called to 
t f / h f i their Failhy they may lawfully Evangt^ 

or preach the Gofpcl, as is evident both 
fromthe holy Scriptures, -̂ 4ff <8.4, 5. And 0. 
ther very ancient Authors, See Socrates Sch .-. 
Uflicw, 1.1. the i%.i6.Chapters. 

5. The nccelfity of melfengers or Apoftles 
(in the fenfe we have defined) is yet more evi
dent from theftateofthe vorld^in refpeU of their 
continual need to he taugjn the Golptl in the ancient 
purity thereof > ^nd the rather hecanfe of that great 
datiger they lie under, by reafm of the many deci-. 
versor falfe yp'file^i vthichare gone out into the 
3*jr/(f, ytho corrupt ike vpord by mingling therettuh 
their own Traditions. 

The world is the Lords Harvefl, into vvhi^h 
he is plcafed to fend his Labourers, and the 
Chureh is commanded to pray that the Lord 
of the Harveft would fend forth painful Labou
rers into his Harveft, ̂ w^^-.To. i ,2. I t wil l not 
be denied that thefe labourers arefat leaft chie
fly) fome that are in a minifterial capacity to 
preach the Gofpel. And they cannot fo well be 
underftood of any particular fundion in the 
miniftcry, as that of rtieftcngers, partly for that 

the 
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,; the ether Officers in the miniftry arehoun<^ to 

j f j particular congregations.as we have fhewed be-
' I ^^J^ •> '^^^ partly tor that our Saviour gives this 
\((^\^ ^jrecStion to the Church, upon the occafion of 
' [jijjf J his lending forth meffengers to preach the Go-
f , / . fpeh I f then it be the duty of the Church at 
hA this day, to pray to the Lord that he would-
fVj j fend forth painful Labourers to preach to the 

f |- W'orld (as fure none can deny that) there is not 
any room left to doubt of the continuance of 

^ I fuch an Office, as that of meffengers of the Go-
UpO' 1 fpel , for that very claufe touching their being 

^ fent forth, and that as . Lambs in the midlt 
'ifC I of Wolves, doth fufficiently inftrudt us what 

Labourers thefe are. A nccelh'ty therefore lie-
upon the Church of God to difpofe of her 

jf', Members to that needful work, as the Lord 
'̂ vouchfafes to fit them for i Icall othcrwife (he 

be like thofe who make many prayers for that 
J' , | which they never intend to do. 

. A I t is certain the Church hatli no power to 
i iy ' j caufe the world to come to her Affemblics, nor 
fh"'^ is i t like that the world will fend to the Church 
^ al)̂ , of God for inffrudf ion. I t remaineth therefore, 

'Il 1;̂, feeing the Gofpel is for the illumination of all, 
that as God hath wont to fend forth his Am-

^'^f baffadours to befeech the world in Chrifis 
f j j ' , Head to be reconciled to God even fo, one fruit 

f' j of the Afccnfion of our Lord (at this day) is a 
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^lU even for the Rd)dljau?,^hat the Lord God 
iriight dwcl among theni, Plal. 6S i 8 . which 
heing compared with Efhe!. '^. may veryweli 
he interpreted of a gifted minilkry to tum 
Kebclhous finners from darknefs^ to light, and. 
from.the,power ofSatcm unto God. To which 
agrees that place, J M \6.S. where our Lord 
doth affure his Difciples, that when he fliould 
fend the Holy Gholl, he flM^nkl c'onvince the 
world o f f in , of lligliteoufnefs and judgment' 
;ind this-(nodoubt; as he ihould operate or 
work upon men by the miniftery of the word 
which promife either ended with that ag^ 
Cwhich is abfurd to thinkjor elfc iFit remain To 
thefe days, then it fuppofes a miniftery to 
hold, forth to thc workf the eveHafting 'Gofpel 
for the obcdrenccoffaidi, I mean - fuch a mi-
niftry as are bound even by virtue of their ^ call
ing, as debtors to the wife • and umvi-fe, to' 
preach the Gofpel to i thofe that .-arei': w i t h 
out* -..7. *"' ':^'i:'i^J i " , - - : : - t 
There is no doubt but hath his Ap' fller^. 

Minilkrs or-m'fengers in the workl, as well as 
in tunes palb. 2 Cor. 11.i ^ ,21. Tt were ftrangc 
now i f our L a C h r i / f 'i\\ou\d havd'none to 
withftand thefc, i f need be with 2n<irt fhty- ^ -
p'/tih ? fo dm ly us well ŝ with an ire they M.^ 
n:/iers'}f Chrifi- •> [& am t. Nor doth the ADO-
fvlchcar dijf.l'oiv the i^y^/fpeHaiio?! of Ap {ties or 



Minifters of Chrtfi to others leftde himftlf and rhe 
' # •{ !he ̂ c'ief Jjxfiles : But that whicli 
he cloth difallow,is, that'men fliould be 
called either the one or the other , when their 
works declared that they were faUe -^p piexy 
an-i flic'.J as only transformed.thtmiiclves as the 

' Minifters of Righteoufnefs. But had it been 
unlawful for any to be called Af files befide 
the Foundation-layers, Taut had a very eafic 
way to confute thefe deceivers even by telling 
them that their profefling thcmfelves Afofiies 
was proof fufficient that they were decciversv 
yet he never makes that an Argument at all, 
but goes about to vindicate his Afcjtlejhip as 
being nothing inferiour to thofe Transformed-
jifojtles, fith he was not a whit behind the 
very chiefefi Apr/lies. The fame confideration 
may be had of that place. Rev-2.2, 1 hcu haft 
trjed them which fay they are Apofiles and are not, 
and hafl found them Lyars : For had there been 
no more Apoftles but the chief Apoftlcs, there 
had been no need to try whether thefe were 
Ap(files of Chrift or not, for ftlll their very 
faying they were fuch, had, without more 
ado proved them Lyars, and like as i f any 
fhould arifc and fay / Chrifi the Savtcur of 
the^ tvorld, his very faying fo were the greateft 
evidence that the fame is a deceiver. But why 

M fo? 
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o > verily becaufe there is only- one Lord Jeffn ' 
our Saviour, rvhom the Heavens m^ffi retain till ^ 
the times of the refiitution of all thingi', evenfo i f f 
there were not a fucceffion of '^pfy?/^^ i t were " 
one oftheeafieft things in the World to dif- ^ 
cover a f a l f e / ^ / J " f 

Finally, The Gofpel muft be preached in air 
theWorldforawitnefstoall people, and then ^' 
fhall the end come. Math. 14. i 4. which fuppo- 3' 
fes the being of a miniflery, whofe work i t is to ^ 
preach Tn ali Nations^ even to the end of the 
world, Rev.j^,6.Thc' Angei \_a definite for an 
indefinite number'^ meffenger pr Meffengers r^.-jfl^ 
preach the evtrla(iing Gofpel immediately before 
great Babylon fall. I t foUoweth then, that /' 
though darknefs hath mwch prevailed fmce the ^ 
firft publication of the Gofpel, yet a miniflery 
fhall go forth, even the melfengeis of the Go- t\ 
fpel by whom the emh jhall be eniightned, 1)' 

And here let i t be noted that the preacher 
(or prtachersj of the everlafting Gofpel, hath ^̂J 
not a-Gofpcl to confirm with Signs and Won-
ders, but a Gofpel to preach to every Nation^ 
Kindred, Tongue, and People, even the fame ^ 
thut tvoA preached by our Lord , and confirmed to tu 
hy tham th^it he-ird him. ^ 

The fum of that which we have faid is this \ 'I 
That as God hath given to his .Church a fixed. 

Mini -



Miniftery of Bifhop, EUtn, P^crs, &c. to 
take the care of particular Congregations io-
he hath given her a travelling miniftery, or 
unfixed, in refped of particular Societies or 
Congregations, to whoni i t appertains by vir
tue of their Office to take all occafions to caufe 
tie Lipht of the glorious goffel to fhine unto Jucb 
asf:l daknefsto plant Ckurches to confirm 
and fettle them in the Faith and Order of the 
<;ofpel. To vifit and comfort thofe whicU 
have believed through grace. 

Coyc, preach the Go/pel to ^^^^ 
creature. Jtfut C"^*r sCor.i.i?. 

"—rfhe rvod preached among 
youhy US, even hy me, and Silvanus,^»4 i i -
motheusk Thankj he to 
Cod M maketb manififi » Cor.».i4. 
the favour of his kpovfledge hy 
US in every place* 

And rvhen they bad prea
ched the Gofptl to that City, Aasi4ai , i t ; 
and. taught many, they rc-
turned again to L i f t r a , and to Iconium, ani 
Antioch confirming the fouls ^f the Difciflcs : 
For thii caufe have / fertt un^ 
woyoH Timotheus, rpbo is \ Cor.4.17. 
*}y beloved Son and faithful 

in the Lord, wbofijall bring pu in rtmmhrance 
M 2 Pf 



(t<54) ^ 
of My TV^yes which U ^ 

Aa, »4 -3:,̂ - Chtijt^as I teach every jther 
in every Chsrch, let f(j 

^ain and vifit ovr brethren in every City inhere 
yte have preached tbeJford, and fee how thef dn 

And Lo I am with yo,̂  
Mith.i8.»o. alwayes, even to the VTA 

: , i .y ; of the World. ^ 
When we fay the meffengers of the Gofpel 

^c- h^fixed minifhr.'. Our meaning is ,̂ ot 
thereby to deny, but that for the more con
venient mannagcment of the great Affairs ( \ 
the Gofpcl, they may divide themfelves i n t f 
divers parts, and fo may be called the fKeffieni 
gm of fnch C(fi»;r:yf, asvsith vchom they TKoii 
fr^^'^emh converfe of the G'ffel of Chriji^ Gal.'a. 
5>, when ]ames,Cephas, and John perceived tl] 
grace nhtch jxa^ piventowe and Barnabas, tht\ 
give unto me Barnabas the right hand of fef^ 
lowfhipth^t ne/hofildgo t6 the Heathen^ and they 
tothe Ci^<Hmcifion. In Afta we read oC ftv^n 

) me^fn^iers, and thefe re-
* Src the , Old latcd to /even Churches in 
X ânf. feven principal / f i r i a in that 
J 1. J , , -Country'yet it.may not be 
doubted but there were many Congregations 
and fcattered Difcipks in Country Villages,and 
fo, many Eld:-s alfo ; yea, and that in thofe ve- ' 

i 
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ty Churdes which are ^ l ^ J ^ l f i / 
the Church of £ M ^ / - ( ^ ^ f Z ^ E l f t w ^ 
ieven>e find divers ^ . y ^ f | or ^ j^ ' r ^ tdorc 
l,hn wrotefrom Tatmos, Ads 20. i7,2«. 
^ I t L r u e , t h e ^ « n V m ; call thefe (even An-
pelsor itiefTengers, B f.cp ox chtef lUftmJhrs. 
But then weknow by I'^H^ tliey ccmrr.only 
mean fuch as had the charge ot many p a r t i c j 
lar Congregations. Thus they make Tmothy 
a Bifhop, yet confefsbm to be a ^pcher of 
the Gofpel from E^hejus \mio llhrinw , and 
throughout Bellas in Acyu. TUPS they make 
Biftiop ofCreet, yet fuch an one as preached the 
Gofpelin all that Country. They a fo mak« 
SilvanusB\{\^oY oiTkejlalcnic^Mt the Scrip
ture as we have feen calls him an Afcjile,^ 
well as the reft. Now whether it be more late 
to call thofe travelling Miniftcrs of Chrift Bi-
(J^ots, after the manner of men", or Affhles^^t^ 
terthcmanHCr ofthe S(ripttcre,\s the bufinels 
for the fober and unprejudiced Reader to coUv 
fider. 
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