
J Defence of the Offica of Apa/iles 5 4nj 
fif the continuAnce thereof in the Chnnh 

FOr men to rtrain more at the Word A.' 
poftle, [as fome do at the word Bi-
fliopl then at the work or Office fig. 
nified thereby, is no other thing (as j 

conceive) then groundlefs humiHty, or hypo­
critical fubtilty j feeing it is evident that there 
Titles are as lowly as any that can be given to 
fate with the matter, thereby intended. 

The firftlignifyinga Mrjfinotr, or one ftnt^ 
the other an Overfrr. Wherefore that I may 
avoid this humour, 1 wi l l riot fear to call old 
tilings by their old names, and therefore (hall 
call the Officers of the Church by the fame 
names which the wifdorn of God hath given 
them, not to make them proud, but rather 
liumbled, and to be as a A-ffVitnto concerning 
the work, which by their Office they ftand en­
gaged to do. 

Nor 



Nor fliall we need at this tirpe to fay much 
of the Officers of the Church generally, but 
P ily of the Office of Apoflles, or meflfengers, 9c 
this becaufc fome of our Brethren do not only 
doubt (but endeavour to make others doubt-
fUl alfo, whether God hath given to his Church 
ANY Apoitles or MeflTcngers to fucceed the 
Primitive Apoftles, as a conlhnt Miniftery in 
the Church to the end of the World. 

And albeit, we fay thr.t the Apoftlcs have 
Succeirours(as well as Bi(hops,erc-J yet our 
meaning is not that there are any that fucceed 
them in all refpcdts ; for there was m the Of­
fice of the chief Apoftles, (bmething ordmary 
and hxed, and fomething extraordinary and 
temporary, the latter wa.sfirft their immediate 
miflioii s ^ Secondly, they 
learned their Dodrinc ei- *Maih.z8.i9,i«. 
therfrom the Sacred Lips Gal. i . i . 
of the Lord Chri l t , or by 
in^illible Revelation, and were not taught it 
by man, as ^ Timothy and 
other their {IiccefTours ^aTlm.i.iJ^ 
were. He'.2,— Great fd" 
vAtim, nhich at the fir(i began to he fpokftt hy the 
Lord^ and iva4 confirmed to^ui hy them th^t heard, 
him. 

Thjit Tvhich.—ive have he^ird, vchicb rce have 
fetn nilh onr eycprvhich tve have looked Hfon^^nd cxr 
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bands h^ve haadUd of the rvord of Life th 
Tphich vfs hdvefrtn and hard dtd trt unto -H^^ 

I John 1.1,5. / cenifie ym Brnhrcn, tit 
the Gofftl jvttch veoi f reached of me was nn afttr 

* Ami yec-.t is true -̂ ^ ^ 

.the l.no-.lcd,e of ^ f f ^ ' ^ ^ f f'^^/^do« 
fomcof the princi- of pP^Chrifi. G^U^n^ 
pies of Religion by Thirdly, They were to 
A»:ftiM, • lay a Foundation, and tn 
i £ f F o p o r e a f o r m o f D o & i , " 

tor Other Teachers tobuil j 
on^ and to keep as their pattern, and a Stan^ 
dard by which to trie others Doctrine and 
Spirits, I Cor.3.1 o. 04 4 nife M.Jhr hnilder 

J ijAve laid the Fiund.itioti^ and another hniltleth 
tbereor. He tJut u of God heareth he that is j^jjj 
cfGod hj^ireth not tis^ hereby k»m ne the Spirit 
eftrfithj a'id the Spirit of erroMr-, i John 4.6. 

Fourthly, they were^-
*I.c.asaConcomi, NccefTarily endowed with 
tant; not as a part , -r {• 
of thJir Office. ^^^^'^^ of Tongues, Mi^ 

xacks,&f, todemonftrate 
that they were fent of God, and that their 
Dodrine was from Heaven , Luke 24.4^. 

BHt tarry ye in the City of Jerufalem uitiL ye 
he endued tvitb power frcm on high, 2 Cor.i2, 12. 
•I'rnly the figns of an ay^pofi > ixere rrrottght amond 
yrA mailpAtienc^'^in Signs .vid H'ondsn, tnd tzi^hty 
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t^eeJs. ttk thefe and the like refpeds the A p o 
ftles have no fuccefTours, for i f they have, then -
muft their Words and Writings have the like 
force, and Authority, and then we fliould be 
ftill receiving new Oracles , and never know 
when the whole Councel of God was made 
known to us. 

Now the things which were ordinary and 
fixed, in the Apoftolical Office were fuch as 
thefe, their Authority to preach the Golpd i n 
all places, at all times, to all perfons, as occafi-" 
on and opportunity by Gods providence was 

^ /'i given to them, Mark.i<?.i5. Treuh the Goffd 
'JV^ tn every Creature , Mat-h. 28. Ip, 20. Teach all 
V i N'^tions—And lo I am mth jw/, ahays even to 
'y'lJi the end of the rcnrlA s this work could not bc^ 

tied only to the chief or Primitive ApoftleSi" 
lith they were to leave the World by death 
2ech.l.5^<^. The F^ithersjvhere are the)., and the 
'Prophets do they live for ever ? A(5ts 20. 2p, / 
know after my decedfe^riev.Hi Wolves jhalL emer, 
in. 

, Secondly, their unwearied diligence in 
^t)^^(^fia Teaching both the Churches and Pallours m 
-Lr ^ all the wil l of God, their care for the well-fet-

1^11 ^ "̂8 ^"'^ governing the Churches, Adfs 20.31,. 
,/ Therefore watch and remember that by the ffnce of 

years I ce^fed not to ream every one night and 
V (̂j ^ ^^'^ tears^i Cor. 11» 28.—;hat vfLiLli cometh 
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f^pon me daily y the care of all the Churches^z Pet i 
12,13,14515. 

/ jvill not be Keyliient to put ycu always in re-, 
ptemhrance of thefe things--yea^ Ithinl^it meet at 
long^s iarfif* Talernacle to ftir ym ttp ly 
fHttin{^ you in rememhrana, moreover I nitl 
de-ivonr thatyosiway be able after my decease 10 
have thefe things alv'ays In rememl^rance. 

The refi -ivili Jfet in order nhen I comcy and 
jierfeSl that vehich is lacking concerning yo^^ 
faith, 

Tit .1 .5 . For this caufe left I thee in Crettjhat 
thonpJtnldeft fet in order the things that Are Jv^nt--
ing, and ordain Elders in every Cityy as I had ap^ 
pointed thee. 

3. Their being/Vf for defence of the Gofpel 
dgainft Jalfe Apoltles^ Phil. I . 16, 17. the one 
freach Chriji of (fontentien- -fuppofing to add 
fj^iHion to my bonds. The other of Love, knomnff 
that I am fet for the defence of the Cfffpel^ 

Fourthly, To ftrenthen the Hands of par* 
ticular Paftours againft Ufurpers,and fuch as 
dfifpifetheMiniftersofChrift, Ads 20. r^nd 
from Meletus he fent to Ephefus, and called the 
Elders of the (fhurch. ^nd rahen they veere come 
unt9 himy he faid unto them—tf your oven felves 
fhall men arife fpe«k}ng perverft things-^-T'h ere fore 
]vatch,&C0^ John 5. Beloved th(U doft faithfully 
jf barfcever thou doji to the Bretkreny and to fir an ̂  



gtri-^"! rtrote to the Church, hut Diotrephes vho 
loveth to have the fre-tminence among tbtm re^ 
ciiveth Hi noty nherefore if I come, 1 veill retnemher 
hiiiudit') t he dothytrating againfi m ^mth THAU' 
cicwnordsy i T i m . I . 17. I^et the Elders thdt 
rule well be counted ncfthy cfdonhle honour^ 
Gal. 4.17,18. They z^ealoujly # ^ yoUylnt not 
Ttell : yea, they ifofild exclfide that pft mighf 
affeU them. 

Now that the chief Apoftles have fome to 
fucceed them in the Apoftlefhip, as we have af­
firmed wil l appear firft from the confideration 
ofthatCommiffion which our Lord gave for 
the Teaching of the Nations, or for the preach­
ing the Gofpel to every Creature. 

Secondly, from the duration of thofe gifts 
in the Church which our Lord obtained and 
gave, by virtue of his Afcention. 

Thirdly, f rom the confideration of the Pri­
mitive Churches, their having fuch Apoftles or 
MelTengers. 

Fourthly, from the ]3Tadice of thole who 
moft queftion the necellity of MefTengers at 
this day. 

Fifthly, fromtheftateof the World, thcfr 
neceffity to be taught the truth as it is in Jefus. 
And in regard of the danger they lie under by 
weans of talfe Apoftles. 
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P and 

C144) 

If the Church 
have not a Miitifte-
ry of Meffcngers, 
then none are 
bound by virtue of 
Office CO preach to 
the Nations. 

Andf i r f tk i s evident from Ifath, ^S.ip^sb 
andM^rk 16 15. that it is the wi l l of God 
that the Nations be taught, and that every 
Creature fiiould have the Gofpel.preached un, 

to them, wherefore i t re-
maincth that we Hick to 
one thing out of three, and 
thatis,elther fome bodyiQ 
fpccial are bound to preach 
the Gofpel to thofe that 
arc without i or elfe that 
all Chrillians are equally 

bound to perform this work i f capable in re-
fped of gifts, or elfe that this work ended-with 
the Apoftles. -

Thelaft wi l l notbefaid by any that confi--
derSjthat^ the making one branch of that 
Commi/fion, c^^r/'.28.and M^rii i^.void or 
not obliging or binding to the Church now, or 
any perlons in i t , is In effed to make the vvhole 
commillion void, for i f none have power by 
virtue of this Commlliion to teach the Nati­
ons, how can it be that any hath power from 
hence to baptize ? both works being comman­
ded as i t were in one breath. Nor can the 
Church obferve all things \yhatfoever Chrill 
coihmanded his Apoftlcs, i f tiiey be not to ob-
ferve this great work. to preacli the Gofpel to 
the World. 

Nei-
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Neither can i t rationally he /aid that th i . 
work belongs to every gifted Chrillian alike-, 
bccaufctheiniploymcnt of the Gofpel confifts 

'f£ '̂' jn divers Offices, and all fuch Members have 
not the fame Office. 

^ it'' 2. Again, mecr gifts do not make men Of-
'|[,V,% 'i ficcrs (and that the teaching, Math. 18. and 

{A the preaching, iJHark^i6. is a preaching not 
)it by virtue of gift only, but by Authority alfo 

' J cannot be denied) I T im . i . i S . Thfj charge I 
commit to Son Timothy, ! T im . 6,20. O Ti-

tu'^ fnothy k^eef that irhich is committed to thy trt^fi, 
y " .̂ T im. 2.2. and the fame commit thofi to faithful 
a fl men, and let thefe ajfofir/l befroved^ and then 'let 
U r them ufe the Office of a 'Deacon being found blame 
^ ^ tefs, i T i m . 3 . f o . Surely i f this card mull be 

/ had, that none ufc the Office of a Deacon, but 
^ J^^[ upon fuch proof had of their fitnefs, it cannot 
' be imagined that the greater qiattcrs of the Go-

fpel Oiould be taken in hand vvithout the like 
/ ! care and circumfptdion. 

V ' ! 3' They that would have this work of 
" r l | preaching to the World,no mans concern , by 

virtue of Office,while.'^ they fpeak againll Mef-
yj^^ fcngcrs, do make more than any body clfe, 
s /[I *^tHerwifewe may well enquire how fliall they 

preach except they be fent ? Kom. i o. We con-
.̂̂  :ludethcn, i f thofc that preach mufl: be fent y 

(J and i f that commilfion, Al.ith. 28, OtTarl^ 16^ 
• u ' L be 



he yet in forcc,then the Apoftlcs haye fomc to 
fucceed them in their Office Apoftolical. 

Which is yet more evident by the confide-
ration of thofe gifts which our Lord obtained 
and gave to his Church by virtue othis Afeen-
tion, Eph, ^ii.'^ndbf gave fome ^}oftles,A>,i 
fome PrephetSf and fome Evangel if} s, and fomt 
PaflohrSy and Teachers, for the perfeUing the 
Saints for the veork^f the Miniflery^for the edy 
fyingcfthehdyefChrifi, Till we all come, inta 
'fhemityofthe Faith, &c. See i Cor. 12. 28. i t 
were certainly a very dangerous thing to fay 
that any of thefe gifts are taken away Irom the 
Church of God, albeit fome of them are per­
haps but rarely found, at leaftin that part of 
the World which do profefs the name of 
Chrirt i efpecially Miracles, Crr. which yet 
ttiay not be laid to be wholly abfent from the 
Churches in thefe days, and in this Nation, of 
which I could fay fometliing, partly from fuch 
information as I know to be true, and partly 
from what I have heard and fccn in that be­
half. But as touching the gift of Offices here 
repeated, why any of them fliould be taken 
away from the Church, I fee not any ground 
at all, they being fo evidently fixed in the 
Church the whole Church be complcatedi 
and the ufe of thefe Offices refpedively, as be­
fore we have defined , fo needful, that the 

Church 



y.i;urcli \yo Hid eafily find the want of them i f 
indeed they be taken from her as we fliall fee 
more anon. Andalthough we faid before that 
the gift of Miracles, Tongues, ^ r . was nccef-
fary to the Office of the chief Apoftles, and yet 
was only temporary: and now fay the gifts of 
Miracles may riot be denyed to have a being or 
continuance in the Church. In this there is no 
contradidion i for, the making thofe gifts 
temporary (or but for a time) as they were ne-
ceftary to the Office of thofe which firft preach­
ed the Gofpel, doth not at all conclude that 
they arc wholly abnegated, or taken away from 
the Church. And when we fay that thefe gifts 
were neceflary to the Office of the chief Apo-
oftles, our meaning not that Miracles was i 
part oftheir office, but only a necefTary con-
comicarit thereto i Co that though this con­
comitant fhould not befound, it is no prejudice 
to the Office confidered as we have defined i t . 

We come now to enquire into the order of < 
the Primitive Churches, who certainly had 
many Apoftles bcfide thofe that were Founda-, ^ 
tion layers and Maftef-builders, fueh were 

and Jmut, Rom. 16.7. who arc 
L\<Xtohemen of nott among tbt jlpoftlt^ (Come 
conceive they were of the feventy Apoitles^ 
then they were, for it were a ftrange interpret 
tation to fay they were noted by the Apoftles 3 
i t being to wrcft the words of i'au! from their 
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