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A Defence of the Offices of Apoftles s ang
of the convinuanie thereof in the Chyre,
till the end. :

Or men to ftrain more at the Word A-
poftle, [as fome do at the word B;.

' thop then at the work or 'Office fig-
nified thereby, isno_other thing (as I
conceive) then groundlefs humility, or hypo-.

critical fubtilty 5 feeing it is evident that thofe’

Titles arc as lowly as any that can be given to
{ute with the matter, thereby intended.

The firft fignifying a Me[fenger, or one fens,
the other an Querferr.  Wherefore that Imay
avoid this humour, 1 will riot fear to call old
things by their old names, and thercfore fhal}
call the Officers of the Church by the fame
names which the wifdom of God hath given
them, not to make themh proudy but rathey
humbled, and tobe as a Aémenro concernin
the work, which by their Office they ftand en-
gaged to do. _

Nor
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Nor fhall we need 4t this time to fay much

o:ly of the Office of Apoftles, or meflengers, &
this becaufe fome of our Brethren do not only
doubt (but endeavour to make others doubt-
ful al{o, whether God hath given to his Church
ANY Apoitles or Meflengers to fucceed the
Ptimitive Apoftles, as a conftant Miniftery in
the Church to theend of the World.

And albeit, we fay that the Apoftles have
Succeflours (as well as Bifhops, ¢7°¢. ) yet our
meaning is not that there are any that fucceed
them in all refpeéts 5 for there was in the Of
fice of the chief Apoftles, fomething ordinary
and fixed, and fomething extraordinary and
temporary, the latter was,firft their immediate
mi(lion; ¥ Secondly, they ;
learned their Doétrine ei- * Math.28.19,28.
ther from the Sacred Lips Gal 1.1
of the Lord Chrift, or by
infallible Revelation, and wexe not taught it
by man, as ¥ Timothy and '
other their fucceflfours ¥ 2 Tim.x. 13
were, Hel.2. — Grear [al=
vation,which at the firft began to be [poken by the
ford, and was confirmed to s by them that heard
2103, /

That which. —we have beard, which we bave

- feen itk onr eyesywhich we have lookd upom,and ove

ands

of the Officers of the Church generally, bue
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bands have bavdled of the sword of Eifse 1. 1y
 which we have feen dm{ bmrd_d:c."z:{e #ef;mo ‘3“ I'ﬁi
1 John LIS, 98t I certific you Brethren 3],“’ ]
the Gofpel which wa preached of me wds not. 4ﬁf: -, rgfd
: - cmany for I neither receip, (il
it of many ¥ neither paq e

“*And yetir is trie

(‘ h[ ’ S

:::::tp‘::;\:;:dg:goe  tanghe is bﬂ‘_.l’] the Rw‘,lﬂtio,. w;
fome of the  princi- of Fel? i Chrift. Gal,x,1y. N
“plesof Religion by Thlrdly, Th ¢y were ﬁgcd
AnSBiLE lay a Foundation, and ¢, | gk

‘A& 9.6:175 18. propofe a form of Doty

: w94 > rin iy
'A&S‘n 14 ~__terother Teachers to buils gﬂ@
‘on, and to keepas their pattern, and a Stan~ gf'ﬁ
dard by which to- trie others Do&rine and | gt

3 Spixits, 1 Cor.3.10.---as 4 wife. Mifier b#ildey N)ti
! A have laid the Fiusdation, and another Izm‘ldn;; !
4 thereor. He that 1 of God hearesh ms, be that is oy | el
 of God heareth war ses, bereby kpow we the Spirgs ﬁ!h't

of trusk, and the Spiriz of erronry 1 John 4.6,
: Fourthly, they were¥ | gr
¥ 1. e as a Concomi~ Neceflarily endowed wich, W
‘tane ; DOT 18 A pait .
D harOffice. the gift of Tongues, Mj. "
% . racles, &7, to demonftrate |
that they were fent of God, and that theiy
Do&rine ~was. from Heaven , Luke 24. 49.
====But tarry ye in thz Cicy of Jernfalem nayy e ﬁ:’
be endned wich poxxer from on bigl’, 2 Cor.x 2. 12, W
Tralythe figasof an eApoftie were wronght am'an"g W
o inall pasienerin S‘Z",‘ and Wonders, ind wighty %
- : deeds. :
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deeds. Ta thefe and the like refpects the ,Aﬁo’_:-“‘
ffy files have no fucceffours, for if they have, then
# muft their Words and Writings have the like

bt force, and Authority, and then we fhould be:
- till receiving, new Oracles , and never know
. when the whole Councel of God was made -
known to us. ' WS
Now thethings which' were ordinary and
fixed,in the Apoftolical Office were. fuch as. :
- thefe, their Authority to preach the Gofpel in' &
 all places, at all times, to all pexfons, as ofcafi= '« I\
o and opportunity by Gods providence was |
. given to them, Mark.16.15. Presch the Gofpel. ’
o cvery Creature , Math, 28, 19,20, Teach all. J

i
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Nations=—==ind lo L am_ with yon, always even to*
the end of the wirld 5 this woerk could ot be
tied only ta the chief or Primitive Apoftles;”
4 tith they were to- leave the World by death - |
(' Zech.1.5,6. The Fatherswhere are they, and the 1
Prophets do they live for ever 2 Alks 20,20, [ |
| know after my deceale gricvins Wolves [hall entep,
i 415
Secondly , their unwearied dilige‘ncéliti',
"Teaching both the Churches and Paftours im |
a}l the will of God, their carefor the well-fet~ b
ling and governing the Churches, A&s20.31.. ‘
Therefore watch and rememkber that by the [pace of -
three years [ cesfed ot to warn every one wight and
cl:zy with sears,2 Cor.t s 28u==thas which comerh -
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spon me dailys the care of all the Churchesa Peg ¢
12712’14’15' ) y
I will not be megligent topat you always in y,.
membrance of the/e things==<yea, I think it meer 4
long 4s I am in this Tabernacle to ffir Jou ap by
wiring yo# in remembrance, moresver I will ¢,
deavonr that youmay be able afier my deceafe 1

bave thefe things alwsys in remsembrance.
The reft will 1 fet-in order when 1 comey qng
perfett thar which is lacking concerning 5y,

. FEaith.

CTitex. 5. For thiscanfe lefc Uihee in Creés phas
thon fhenldeft [et in order the things that are wap,.
ing, and ordain Elders in every Cityy as I bad ap
puinted thee,

3. Theirbeing (¢t for & defence of the Gofpel
wgainft falfe Apoftles, Phil. x.16,17. the ong
preach Chrift of  (Contention~ ~[uppofing 10 add
#ffliction tomy bonds. The other of Love, knowing
that I am [et for the defence of the Gofpel.

Fourthly, To frenthen the Hands of pay-
ticular Paftours againft Ufurpers,and f{uch ag
defpife the Minifters of Chrift; A&s20. 4ngd

' from Meletus be fent to Ephefus, and called thy

Elders of the (burch, Andwhen they were come
unto bim, be [aid unto them=-)f your own [felysy
Jhall men arife [peaking perverfe things==<Therefore

watchycrce3 John 5. Beloved the doft faithfully

wharfoever thon doff vothe Brethreny and t0 firane
e
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i gerse <=l swrote to the Chwrchy but Diotrephes who.

dvvesh to bave the pre-eminence amng thesn vem
ceiveth s nor, wherefore if 1 comse, 1 will rementber
his'dzeds 852 be dothsprating againft ses vwith mali=

il cicws mords, 1 Tim.1.'17. Let the Elders that

rule well  be counted werthy  of donble honour
Gal. 4.,17,18. They zealonfly affet you,Lus moe
well : yeay they wondd exclude iy thas yow mighe
affett them.
Now that the chicf Apoftles have fome to
4 fucceed them in the Apoftlethip, as we have af-
" firmed will appear firft from the confideration
of that Commiffion which our Lord gave for
the Teaching of the Nations, or for the preach-
ing the Gofpel to every Creature.

Secondly, from theduration of thofe gifts
in the Church which our Lord obtained and
gave, by virtue of his Afcention.

Thirdly, from the confideration of the Pri-
mitive Churches, their having {fuch Apoftles or
Meflengers. T |

Fourthly, from the pra&ice of thofe who

moft queftion the neccllity of Meflengers at

this day. A
Fifthly, from the ftateof the World, theix
neceffity to be taught the truth asitis in Jefus.
And in regard of the danger they lie under by
micans of falfe Apoftles. -
And
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/" And firlt it is evident from Marh, 28,109,534,
 and Mark 16 15. that it is tile’wi_ll‘of Goq
that the Nations be taught, and that every
Creature fhould have the Gofpel.preached .,

A ~ tothem, whetefore it ye.
16 the Church maineth that we flick' ¢q
have nova Minifte- * one thing out of three, ang
gy of Meffengerts thatiseicher fome body in
;‘;‘;‘t“d» b;w::rw :iff {pecial are bound to preach,
Office o preach w the Gofpel to thofe that
the Nations. are without; or elfe that

. all Chriftians are " equall

. bound to perform this work if capablein pi.
fpect of gitts, or elfe that this work endedwitg

the Apoftles. . ° -

- Thelaft will not be faid by any that cong.
ders, that “the ‘making one branchof thay

- Commiffion, - CVaeh.28 and Mark 16 void op
not obliging or binding to the Chutch nosw, oy
any petfonsin it; is in effeé to make the whofe

commiflion void, for if none have power b

- virtue of this Commiflion to teach the Nagi-
‘ons, how can itbe that any hath power from
~hence to baptize ? both works being comman-
ded asit wereinone breath. Nor cail  the
“Church obferve all ‘things whatfoever Chyift
cofhmanded his Apoftles, if they be not to ob-
fexve this great work, to preach the Gofpel to
 the World. ‘ :
- Nei~
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-~ Neither éan’ it rationall wat this
- work bclongs to évery gifted Chrittian alikes -
) ;.:Ccau.fc thé jmployment of the Gofpel confifts.

E not the (ame Office. "1~ #°

b’ the preaching, <Mark 16. s a ptﬁ‘achgig not -
gl by virewe of gift only, but by ‘Authority allo
o cannot be denied) 1 Tim, 1,18, '2"6‘19.“!54."!'?'{'
| commit 1o Son Timothy, 1 Tim.* 6,20, '@ Ti=
 mothy keep thar which s committed to gdbg triffy
W 1 Lo sife the Office of a Deacon being found " blames'
- Gk I[Tim.gﬁo; “Surely if this cdré muft Be”
il had; chat rone ufe the Office’of a Deeacon, b’
- upon firch proof had of their fienels, it cannot

“ J

be imagined that the greater matters of the Go~"

3. They that would have 'this work oF

A preaching o the World,no mans concern-, ‘by

{cngers,  do make more thanany body elfe;
j Otherwife we may well en;guire hosw fhall they
1 preach cstocpt they befent? VE CBite.
89 clude then, if thofe that preach muft be fents

y be fiid that this'
i divers Offices, and’ all fiock Mermbers The: ;

"2, Again, m‘e’ergif’s'dbﬁém{rhké'xﬂéﬁ OPL ;
fictrs (and that ‘the Teaching, Math. 28. and

2 Tim.2.2. and the fame commic thus ¥0 {aithfyl
§ ieny and let thefs alfofirft be proved, and ‘then'fee’

f (el hould be eaken inhand without e’ Tike!
o care and circumfpedtion, 1 ° adie

| virtue of Office;whiles they fpéak againft Mef=*

Roms. yo. 'We con="

and if that commiffion, Aatk, 28, W"’#flgi
o Wt » . L : ."‘v“‘> 1“.‘,‘




be ét in force,then the Apoftles have fome
fucgeed them in their Office Apoftolical. i
~ Whichis yet more evident by the confige.

and gave to his Church by virtue ofhis Age,.

'\ tion, Eph. 4. 11.4nd be gave fome e Apofiies ang

me Prephetsy and (ome Evangelifts , and fom,
;‘ﬂp,,ﬂf and Teachersy for tl3e perfe&ingf,b:x
 Saints for the work of the Minifiery, for the ¢dye
fyingefthe body of Chrift. Till we all come juy,
the unisy of the Faithy &c. See 1 Cor. 12. 28, y;
were certainly avery dangerous thing to fay
that any of thefe gifts are taken away from the
~ Church of God, albeit fome of them are pey-
‘haps but rarely found, at leaftin that pare of
the World which do profefs the name of
Chrift 5 efpecially Miracles, &e. which yet
tnay not be faid tobe wholly abfent from the
Churches in thefe days, and in thisNation, of
, which X could fay fomething, partly from fuch
information as I know to be true, and partly
from what I have heard and feen in that he.
half, Butas touching the gift of Offices here
repeated, why any of them fhould be taken
away from the Church, I{ee not any ground
at all, theybeing fo evidently fixed in the
Church ¢4/ the whole Church be compleated s

and the ufe of thefe Offices refpe&ivel?v, asbhe-

1at - the

fore we have defined , {o necdful, ¢
: ~ Church

ration of thofe gifts which our Lord obtaineq
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