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W h e r e i n i t A p p e a r s t h a t t h e i r R e l i g i o n is n o 

o t h e r t h a n w^hat is P r o f e f t i n t h e C h u r c h 

o f Endand^ 

In V ind ica t ion o f tliemfclvcs and others o f their per-
f w a f i o n , againft the mifrcprefcntat ion made o f them. 
A n d in hearty defire o f U n i t y in the Church , and o f 
peace and concord amongall true Protcftant-s for the 
i l rengthcning o f their Common Intcref t , i n this t ime 
o f their common Danger. 

W r i t t e n by M r . John Corbet, late o f ChiclcUcr^ and 
approved by many other Nonconforming-

Pr in ted fo r Tho. l^arkhurfi, at the Bible and 3 Crowns 
near teeners Chappel, at the lower end o f Ci^eap-
fide. 1682. 



T o t h e R e a d e r . 

REaders.Leafl you fionU think that the agrco^ 
mcnt of dl here written (in fenfe^nd very 
muck in words') with what I have Pfiblipcd, 

doth that it is not wholly the Authors work, hit 
any Sf it mine, I do tndy acquaint yon that he never fa 
Nuchas acquainted me with his writing i t " " j ' / f ^ 
rcadit all before Igave it to the Trinter^ nor d^d lalter, 
adde or diminifi one word in all the hook i^^t as wc 
r,ere of one Uind and Heart, our agreement rs no won­
der: Und his widow (the daughicr of the fknwm D r . 
T w i f l e ) affureth me that fcveral eminent ^onconjor-
ming Divines faw it and approved it ; as 1 doubt not 
bHt mofi others xvill do when they have fcrwufy perufed 

^ u t , alas, I that have k«o^vn thefi twenty years, what 
ether defi^nes have been in fon^e mens heads 7nconfJtent 
with allfnch indeavonrsfor our Concord, and how power­
ful thoje men have been who profefs, [ t ha t there is no 
w a y o f Concord, W a v o i d i n g S c h i f m e bu t by obey-
i n / t h e Govern ing Untver fa l Church , wh ich hath 
thl power o f U n W e r f a l L e g t o and Jud^^^^^ 
ment, which is a Forreign Jur isdia ion I f a j j that 
know this mufi needs know, how little more than the 

f r r e a c e m a r r s ] t l ref i f us wart in hopej. to dye. 

Richard Baxter 
Feb. i o . i 6 8 r . _ 



Several Traas mt jei 7>_rhncd, prepared for the Trefs, 
and left iwdcr ^ r . John Corb cltV own hand-
tifig, intended Jhortlj to be Tublificd, are as 
follovps ; 

I - ' T T ^ H E true State o f the Ancient Epi/copac}', 
2. H T h e prcfent Ecclefiaftical Government, 

compared w i t h the Ancient Epifcopacy. 
3. A Confiderat ion o f the prcfent State o f Con­

fo rmi ty in the Church England. 
4. A Difcourfc o f the Church and o f the M i n i f t r y 

thereof 
5. A T r a f t ofCer ta in ty and In fa l l i b i l i t y . 
6. O f D i v i n e W o r f l n p , i n three partsy i . O f 

the Nature, Kinds, Parts and A d j u n f t s o f D i v i n e 
W o r f t i i p . 2. O f Idoia t ry . 5. O f Superft i t ion 
lefs than Ido la t ry . 

7. His Humble Rcpreientation o f his Cafe, touch­
ing the Exercife o f his M i n i f t r y . 

8. Difcourfcs between D r . Gunning.^ late Bi fhop 
o f Clickcjier-t and h imfc l f ^ wherein are feveral 
f l u m b l e Defences made both as to his Principles 
and Praftice. 

9. A n humble endeavour o f fbrae plain and b r i e f 
Expl icat ion o f the Decrees and Operations o f G o d 
about the free A f t i o n s o f Men. More cfpeciaily o f 
the Operations o f D iv ine Grace. 

10. Matr imonial Pur i ty . 
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Jn Account pveii hy fane deprived MlnifterSj oj 
their judgement and praBtcey<S'c, 

f ' — m ' ^ ^ H E manifold reproaches heaped upon the Non-
I conformifts, among whom it is our lot to be 
I numbrcd, have filled the whole Nation. Our 

J L Religion hath been reprefented as a mixture of 
folly and viUany ; our principles and tempers as t^rbu ent, 
fcditious,and utterly inconfiftent with 'he Peace of Church 
or State ; and our pretences as frivolous and often baffled.uur 
Governours have been admoniflied to beware of us as their 
worft and moft dangerous enemies, and excited to uie tnc 
utmotl fcveritics againft us. 

Hereupon it behoves us to humble our felves in the fight 
of the Lord, and to implore his mercy, and to bear his jult 
rebukes in the unjuft reproaches call upon us by men^ alfo to 
fulFer thcfe indignities with Chriftian patience, and to fhew our 
felves reconcilable to thofe, who have been fo adverfc to us, 
and to endeavour peace and concord with them,, i f i t be pof-
fible, many of whom wc fuppofcto have been afted m this 
matter wit'h an undilTembled zeal, though "ot reguht̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
found knowledge or due charity, buthurncd with unrcafon-
fbie p r^udice idpafnon . . W e hold it alfo our dutŷ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
neglca our own nccelTary vindication, but in honeft f u ^ p h c ^ 
to make known to a l l , what principals and praftices wc 
own and ftandto. Though we arc taught and encouraged 
to labour and fuffer reproach, and to reckon it a very fmaU 
thing, to be judged by man's judgment, yet we are bound to 
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vindiatcourinnacCLicc for the truths fake, and out of chari­
ty towards all men to provide, what in us lies, that none may 
take an occafioii of ftumbling in us. And here it niaHfuiTicc 
us only to make a true rcprefentation of our fclvcs, having 
this confidence, that the bare dating of our cafe will be our 
fufficicnt defence. 

r. l u the firfl: place we declare, that with ns the kingdom 
of God is not Conformity Or Nonconformity as fuch, but 
Chriftianity orrcalGodlincG, which is mod fummarily com­
prized in the baptifmal Covenant of Grace, and morccxpli-
citely yet briefly inthcCreed, Lords Prayer and DccaIogc,and 
at large and mo,^ perfcaly in the Holy Bible. A religioufncfs 
made up of little opinions, and modes, and phrafcs, and fi-
dings with this or the other party, is none of ours, though 
we are injurioufly pcrfonated in fome late writings, toad fuch 
a part. Faith, hope and love is the clTcncc of our Religion, 
and with us differences in things not clTcnrial, do not mike 
dilTcrent Religions. VVc difdain our being of a party as fiich; 
And though the godly be a peculiar-people, wc confine not 
godlinefs to any peculiar way narrower than mcrcChriftia-
nity. W e make no Humane additions in Sacred things, nor 
any mutable circumftances-to be the terms of Chriftian Fcl-
lowfhip. 

• 2. Accordingly wc feck not the advancement of any Scft 
or Party, to the injury or ncglea of the llniverfal Church, 
or Chriftian caufe, or the common good. And as we arc no 
faftion, wcknow that Faftioufnefs is not our Intereft, but 
turns to our greatcft lofs. Our aims being Chriftian and Ca-
tholick, we feek the increafc of the vifible Catholick Church, 
or the whole Society of men profeffing true Chriftianity, in 
order to the increafc of the Chixixh invifible, or the Society 
of Regenerate Chriftians. And to theiccnds we dcflre'aud 
moft approve the primitive fimplicity in Dofl r inc , Worfhip,. 
înd Difcipline. And herein wc boaft not , as i f wc were the 
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®nly men ofthc Primitive Chriftian Spirit, but wc anfwcr 
them, who have trampled upon us as an iiripcrtincnt trifling" 
Sea. 

3. W e heartily own the Proteftant Reformation in E>o-
ftrinc, and particularly that of the Church of EngUfid, con­
tained in the Nine and Thir ty Articles, except thofc Two or 
Three that relate ouly to fomc of our prcfcnt differences, and 
not at all to the Doftrinc of Faith and Sacraments. And wc 
greatly cftcem the foundncfs of the Doftrinc contained in the 
flomilies. W e unfeigncdly aflent to the fenfe of his Majeftic's 

, Declaration concerning Ecclcfiaftical Affairs in that PafTage, 
wherein he jufHy rebukes thofe that had the hardynefs to pub-
l i f i i , thattheDoarineof the Church (againft which no man 
with whom he had conferred, had txcepted) ought to be Re­
formed as well as the Difcipline. 

Beit here obfervcd, that fome Conformifts tell us, that 
they heartily fubfcribe to the Nine and Thirty Articles, taking 
the liberty of interpretation, that W allowed by the Church herjelf, 
though it be fno/i reafonable to prepime that pe requires fab' 
fcription to them^ at to an Infirument of Peace only ; And for 
this, the Teftimony of an eminent Bifhop is cited, faying, 
The Church of England doth not define any of thefe Oneflions as 
neceffary to be believed ncceflitate medii, or praecepti which is 
much lefs, but only to bind her Sons, for Peace fake, not to op, 
pofe them. But for our parts we believe the very truth of the 
Doarine contained in them, according to the genuine fcnfc of 
the words. 

4. W e arc not afliamedconftantly to affirm, that the word 
of Godisthcperfea Rule of Divine Faith and VVorfli ip i 
and we apprehend that it is not Lawfull for the Church, or 
any power upon Earth, to make new worOiip of the fame 
common nature and reafon, with thofe univcrfal and perpe­
tual Ordinances, which the word hath already made. Nc-
vcrthclcfs particular modes and accidents, and mere circum-

B 2 ftances 
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ftancesof worfiiip, which arc common to i t , with all Hu­
mane anions, arc left to^thc determination of Humane Pru­
dence:, according to the general Rules of Scripture. Andwc 
take fuch determination in thofe matters to be no addition to 
God's word, and no argument of the defcftivenefs of his 
Laws, but merely an application of the general Law in par­
ticular cafes, as the Law it fclf doth warrant, A firm agree­
ment of the Non-Conformifts with the Church of England, 
in the fubftantial parts of God's worfhip, hath been long fiace 
manifeftcd in their Papers prcfcnted to his Majefty. W c ftill 
acknowledge the lawfulnefs of a fetform of Liturgy for mat­
ter agrcablc to God's word, and fuited to the nature of the 
fcvcral Ordinances, and to the ncccfTitics of the Church : yet 
the Minifter fhould not be fo confined to i t , as not to make 
ufeof his own gifts of Prayer and Exhortation. W e ftill 
profefs that w'e are obliged to do all things decently and in 
order -• but we are not fatisfied in the lawfulnefs of fuch Ce­
remonies, as in their defigned end fccm to draw to near to the 
fignificancy and moral efficacy of Sacraments, and which have 
been rc]cSteA by many of the Reformed Churches abroad. 
And wc believe that God's worfhip is beft managed for the 
Exterior form thereof, when it hath Icaft of Humane mix­
tures in things unnccclTary adjoyncdand appropriated there­
unto. 

5. W e intirely own that Miniftry, that God hath fct in the 
Church, whether extraordinary and temporary as that of the 
Apoftles, or ordinary and perpetual, as that of Biftops or 
Paftors, and Teachers. W e believe that it is Chriftshigh 
prerogative, tranfccnding all Humane authority to inftitute 
Spiritual Offices ; (how be it there may be Offices circa facra 
of ma!i"*s appointment) That Spiritual Officers receive their 
authority from Chrift as the immediate Donor thereof by his 
Charter (though their dcfignation to their Office a, not ordi­
narily immediate without man's intcrpofing^ and confcqucnt-
ly they are Chrift's immediate Stewards, commiffioncd by 
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him and accountable to him,, each one for himfelf in particu' 
lar-, That the power of t'lc Keys for binding and lofing, tor 
retaining and remitting of fins is clTcntia! to a Presbyter or 
Bilhop ; That Miniftcrial power is delivered by Ordination, 
as by way of folemn inveftiture ; and that each particular 
Church ought to have their proper Bidiop or Paftor, (one 
or more) rcfiding among them for all Minifterial duties, who 
hath no coercive power upon the bodies or eftates of men, 
and may rule them by no other inftrument, than the Sword of 
the Spirit, which is the \ ^ r d of God, working upon their 
Confciences, and their outward ftanding in the Church, 

6. The Church being the Lord's heritage and portion ought 
not to lyc common, but muft be fenced with Chrift's Spiritual 
Difciplinc, that it be not laid waft and loft in a W o r l d ot 
llngcdiinefs breaking in upon i t . This charge is committed 
to the Paftors, who are accountable for the fame to the chiet 
Shepherd. By the order of the Church of England all Pref-
bytcra were charged, t i l l very lately , in the form of ordain­
ing Minifters, toadminiflerthe Doilrine, Sacraments and Dij-' 
ciplinet as the Lord hath ordained-, and as this Realm h/tth re--
ceived the fame. And that they might the better underhand 
what the Lord hath commanded, the Exhortation of St. Taul 
to the Elders of the Church of Ephefm was appointed to be 
read to them at the time of their Ordination. Take heed to 
your felves and to all the flock.-, over which the Holy Ghofi hath 
made you over-feers to rule the Congregation of God, which he 
hath purchafed with his mn blood. Admiffion into the Church 
by Baptifm is one act of Paftoral Government, and includes 
the judging of the title of the party to be fo admitted. That 

• which vve require in the adult for their vifiblc Church-Mem-
berihip, is their intelligent owning of the Baptifmal Cove­
nant by a fcrlous profcffion, there being no notoriety or proof 
of an invalidjting contradiftion. Other parts of Difciplmc 
are the publick admonition of fcandalous offenders, and in-
joyning of penitence, the Excommunication of the obftinate. 


