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An Account given of the

Panciples ¢ Prvetiles

Of Several
NONCONFOR MISTS:

Wherein it Appears that their Religion 1s no
other than what is Profelt in the Church
of England.

In Vindication of themfelves and others of their per-
{fwafion, againft the mifreprefentation made of them.
And in hearty defire of Unity in the Church, and of
peace and concord amongall true Proteftants, forthe
{trengthening of their Common Intereft, in this time

/i of their common Danger.
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Written by Mr. Fobn Corbet, late of Chickeiter, and
_approved by many other Noncanformifis.
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Printed for Tho. “Parkburft, at the Bible and 3 Crowns
near «/Mercers Chappel, at the lower end of Cueap-
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To the Reader.
REadcm, Least you fhonld think_that the agree

ment of all bere written (i fenfe and very

much in words) with what I have Publifhed,

doth fignifie that it is not wholly the Authors work, but
any of it mine, I do truly acquaint yon that he never fo
mnch as acquainted me with his writing it 5 nor did 1
read it all before I gaveit to the “Printer 3 nor did Lalter,
adde or diminifb one word in all the book. “But as we
were of one Mind and Heart, onr agrecment s 10 Won=
Jer And his widow (the danghier of the fartons Dr.
Twile) affurcth nee that feveral eminent N onconfor-
ming Divines faw it and approved it 5 as 1 doubt mot
but moft others will do whenthey have ferionfly perufed
it :
“But, alas, 1 that bave known thefé twenty years, what

other defignes kave been in Jowse mens heads, inconfiftent
with all fich indeavours for our C oncord, and how power-
fidl thofe men kave been who profefs, [that thereis mo
way of Concord, and avoiding Schifme, but by obey-
ing the Governing Univerfal Church, which hath
the power of Univerfal , Legiflation and Judge-
ment, which is a Forreign Jurisdiction 517 /&, I that
kuow this muft needs kuow, how little more than the
fatisfying of our Confciences , firch pacificatory endea-
vours as thefe do fignifie. “But as nty dear Brother
dyed in the comfort of - Chrifts judgment [Blefled are
the Peacemakers] the reft of #s wait in hope fé to dye.

Richard Baxter
Feb. 10, 1681.



Several Tracls nop-yet! Printed,  prepared for the Prefs,
and left ynder Mr. John Corbett’s own band-
11ng - intended fhortly “to be “Publified ; are as
Jollows 5 !

o The prefent Ecclefiaftical Government,
compared with the Ancient Epifcopacy.

3. A Confideration of the prefent State of Con-
formity inthe Church of England.

4. A Difcourfe of the Church and of the Minifiry
thereof,

5. A Tratt of Certainty and Infallibility.

6. Of Divine Worfhip, in three parts; 1. Of
the Nature, Kinds, Parts and Adjunés of Divine
Worfhip. 2. “Of Idolatry, 3. OFf Superftition
lefs than Idolatry. :

7. His Humble Reprefentation of his Cafe, touch-
ing the Exercife of his Miniftry.

8. Difcourfcs between Dr. Guuning, late Bifhop
of Clickefter, and himfelf 5 wherein are feveral
Humble Defences made both as to his Principles
and Practice.

9. “An humble endeavour of fome plain and brief
Explication of the Decrees and Operations of God
about the free Actionsof Men. More efpecially of
the Operations of Divine Grace. e ‘

10, Matrimonial Purity.

I. F:E VHE true Seate of the Ancient Epiftopacy.
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An Account given by fome deprived Mnifters,

their judgement and practice, &rc.

< HE manifold reproaches heaped upon the Non-

conformifts, among whom it is our lot tobe

numbred, have filled the whole Nation. Our

Religion hath been reprefented as a mixture of

folly and villany ; our principles and tempets as turbulent,

feditious, and utterly inconfiftent with the peace of Church

or State ; and our pretences as frivolous and often baffled. Our

Governours have been admonifhed to beware of us as their

worft and moft dangerous enemies, and excited to ufe the
utmoft feverities againft us.

Hereupon it behoves us to humble our felves in the fight
of the Lord, and to implore his mercy, and to bear his juft
tebukes in the unjuft reproaches caftupon us by men ; alfoto
fuffer thefe indignities with Chriftian patience, andto fhew our
felves reconcilable to thofe, who have been fo adverfe to USy
and to endeavour peace and concord with them, if it be pof-
fible, many of whom we fuppofe.to have been acted in_this
matter with an undiffembled zcal, though not regulated by
found knowledge or due charity, but hurried with unreafon- -
able prejudice and paffion. We hold it alfo our duty notto
negleé our own neceffary vindication, but in honeft fimplicity
to make known to all, what principals and pracrices we
own and ftand to. Though we are taught and encouraged
to labour and fuffer reproach, and to reckon ita very {mall

thing, to be judged by man’s judgment, yet weare bound to
B vindicate



(2)
vindicate our innecence for the truths fake, and out of chari-
ty towardsall men to provide, whatinus lies, that none ma
take an occafion of ftumbling inus. And here it (hall fuflice
us only to makea true reprefentation of our felves, having
this confidence, that the bare ftating of our cafe will be our
fufficient defence.

1. Tuthe ficlt place we declare, that with us the kingdom
of God isnot Conformity or Nonconformity as fuch, but
Chriftianity or real Godlinefs, which is moft fummarily com-
prized in the baptifmal Covenant of Grace, and more expli-
citely yet briefly in theCreed, Lords Prayer and Decaloge,and
atlarge and moft perfe@lyinthe Holy Bible. A religioufnefs
made up of little opinions, and modes, and phrafes, and (i
dings with this or the other party, is none of ours, though

~ weé are injurioufly perfonated infome late writings, toack fuch
a part. . Faith, hope and love is the effence of our Religion,
and with us differences in things not cffential, do not make
different Religions.  V Ve difdain our being of a'party as fuch;
And though the godly be a peculiar ‘people,“we confine not
godlinefs to any peculiar way narrower than mere Chriftia-
nity. We make no Humane additions in Sacred things, nor
any mutable circumftances-to be the terms of Chriftian Fel-

towfhip.

-

} 2. Accordingly we feck not the advancement of any Seé
or Party, to the mjury or negle& of the Univerfal Church,
or Chriftian caufe, orthecommon good. Andas we are no
faction, we know  that Fadioufmefs is not our Intereft, but
turns to our greateft lofs. Our aims being Chriftian and Ca-
tholick, we feck theincreafeof the vifible Catholick Church,
or the whole Society of men profefling truc Chriftianity, in
order tothe increafe of the Church invifible, or the Society
of Regenerate Chriftians, - And to thefc ends we defire aud
moft approve the primitive fimplicity in Doctrine, Worfhip,
and Difcipline, And herein we boalt not, as if we werethe

i only
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otily men  of the Primitive Chriftian Spirit, but we anfwer
them, who havetrampled upon us as an impertinent trifling
Sedt,

3. We heartily own the Proteftant Reformation in Do-
Qrine, and particularly thatof the Church of England, con-
tained inthe Ninc and Thirty Articles, except thofe Two or
Three that relate only to fome of our prefent differences, and
not at all to the Doérine of Faith and Sacraments.. And we
greatly efteem the foundnefs of the Doérine contained in the
Homilies. We unfeignedly affent to the fenfe of his Majeftics

.Declaration concerning Ecclefiaftical Affairs in that Paflage,
whereinhe juftly rebukes thofe that had the hardynefs to pub-
lith, that the Dodrine of the Church (againft which no man
with whom he had conferred, hadexcepted) ought tobe Re-
formed as well as the Difcipline. : :

Beit here obferved, that fome Conformifts tell us, that
they beartily fubferibe to the Nine and Thirty Articles, taking
the liberty of interpretation, that is allowed by the Chitreh her Jelfy
l‘ht?{t‘gla it be moft reafonable to prefume that fhe requires [~
Jeription tothem, a to an Inflrument of Peace only ; And for
this, the Teftimony of an eminent Bifhop is cited, fayings
The Church of Englanc doth not define any of thefe Queftions as
neceffary to be believed neceflitate medii, or pracepti which %
much lefs, but only to bind her Sons, for Peace [ake, notto op-
pofe them.  But for our parts we believe the very truth of the
Doérine contained in them, according to the genuine fenfe of
the words.

4. We are not athamed conftantly to affirm, that the word
of Godisthe perfect Rule of Divine Faith and VVorthip ;
and we apprehend thatit is not Lawfull for the Church, or
any power upon Earth, to make new worfhip of the fame
common nature and reafon, with thofe univerfal and perpc«
-tual Ordinances, which the word hath already made. Ne-

verthelefs particular modes and accidents, and mere circuni-
B 2 ftances
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ftances of worfhip, which are.common to it, with all Hu-
mane actions, are left to’the determination of Humane Pru-
dence;, according to the general Rulesof Scripture. And we
take fuch determination in thofe mattersto be no additionto
God’s word, and no6 argument of the defectivenefs of his
Laws, but merelyan application of the general Law in par-
ticular cafes, as the Law it felf doth warrant. A firm agree-
ment of the Non-Conformifts with the Church of England,
in the fubRantial parts of God’s worfhip, hath been long fince
manifefted in their Papers prefented tohis Majefty. We ftill
acknowledgethe lawfulnefs of afctform of Liturgy for mat-
ter agreable to God’s word, and fuited to the nature of the
feveral Ordinances, and to the neceffities of the Church: yet
the Minifter thould not be fo confined to it, as not to make
ufe of his own gifts of Prayer and Exhortation. VVe flill
profefs that we are obliged to do all things decently and in
order : but we are not fatisfied in the lawfulnefs of fuch Ce-
remonies, as in their defigned end feem to draw to near to the
{ignificancy and moral efficacy of Sacraments, and which have
been rejected by many of the Reformed Churches abroad.
And we believe that God’s worfhip is beft managed for the
Exterior form thercof, when it hath lealt of Humane mix-
tures in things unncceffary adjoyned and appropriated there-
unto.

5. We intirely own that Miniftry, that God hath fet in the
Church, whether extraordinary and temporary as that of the
Apoftles, orordinary and perpetual, as that of Bifhops or
Paftors, and Teachers. VVe believe that it is Chrifts high
prerogative, tranfcending all Humane authority to inftitute
Spiritual Offices ; (how be it there may be Offices circa fucra
of ‘man’s appointment) That Spiritual Officers receive their
authority from Chrift as the immediate Domor thercof by his
Charter (thoughtheir defignation to their Office it not ordi-
narily immediate without man’s interpofing ) and confequent-
ly they are Chrift’s immediate Stewards, commiffioned by

him







