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i “wounding our Confcience ; ‘we with thofe Champious
4 of Old, fhould rather c¢hufe the fire and Torments.
# Heb. 11, 55. And others were tortured 3 ropmilopas 1t
¥ fignifieth, a fpecial kind of torturing , and hath its
b Denominationfrom a Word , whch ufually fignifieth
gl a Drum, ' ; '
. Hence fome have Parralel’d thistorture , with that 3
- -among the Romans , the Perfons ‘tortured, were rack- 2Cor.x2. 23.
ed, diftended, andtheir Limbs ftretched in mamer of 24 25
alDrum-Head, when brac’dand ftretch’d« but it {igni-
fieth alfo a Drum-ftick, and fo they might alfo be
" beaten, and have their ftrokes Multiplyed upon their
Poor Bodies 4 as the ftrokes are multiplyed upon the

Dan.3. 17.28,

| Head ofa Drum ; as Pawl the Holy Apoftle , he had 3l
fripes above meafure; of the fews he received five J
times forty ftripes but one, which was two hundred :
lack but five; thrice he was beaten with Rods; this |

| was a Praftice among the Fews, on thofe they held -

# Malefaltors , as you may fee in Deut.25.3. By Faith

¢ f thofe worthys were carried through all thefe Sufferiags, 0
W0 they knew. zhe Suffering of this prefent_time, was #ot Rom.8. 18,

¥ worshy to be compared to the Glory which fhall be revealed

o 27 s, RO G ‘

# . And thatif we Suffer with him , we fhall be Glo- \rim 5. s ©
' rified together, and if we deny him, he will alfo deny

1 us; it is the Ignorant. Soul which underftands #o# the \Cor.21s.

Y things of the Spirit., nor kpows thew , becat/ﬁ sz{ztvallj,

| difeerned; it is this Man will comply with his and-

" Gods Enemies on any termes , £ pre erve that wherei :

74o? he placet®his greateft Happinefs ; all Men vallue and » H\

bl cfteem chings according to their  Judgment of them . |

i one Man placeth his Happinefs in one Objeft, anothet. }

in a diferent Objeck , and makes that their Chief Su: :Luke 12. 7%. |

pream good and Happinels, which their’ Judgments: }

‘and Apprehenfions efteems {uch. &
o The




—

(18')

The Covetous mans chief-good is his white and
yellow Clay with which he ladés himfelf withal, be=
caufe his pur-blind Eye feeth nothing in his Judg-
ment better, and there lie placeth his Happinels ; 10
Honour and Applawde is the Proud and Ambitious

mans chief good and Happine(s, Pleafure and Delights
the Carnal mans chief good ; give each of them thetr

- delires, they will Conclude there is no happier men
“in the world then they. :

Pl 17.15.

Pfal. 73.:25.

But on the contrary, a Believer who hath the Eyes
of his Underftanding Enlightned., his Judgment and
Apprehenfion is, God is the Chief good, and Supreant’
Happinels, an Intreft in God, a Coaformity to God,
the Injoyment of God here and hereafter. According
to mens Apprehenfions of things, fo are their Endea-
vours and Purfuits after them; and asa Covetous and’
an: Amb}rlous man, and a man given to- Carnal Plea~
{ure, will go through much Difliculty, to have their
Refpettive Defires fulfilled ; o will a Believing Soul
fuffer the Lofsof all, fo he may win Chrift; none but’
Chrift, faith an illuminated Believer : Whom - fiave I in
Heaven but thee , or in the Earth I defire in Compariforr:
of thee? ; ‘ -

There are many good Obje&s in Heaven and Earth -
befides thee, there are Angels in :Heaven, and Saints'
on:Earth: But, what are thefe to thee? Heaven with~
out thy Prefence, would be no Heaven to me; a Pallace:
without thee, a Crown without thee, cannot fatisfic:
me; but with thee I'can be content, though in a poor
Cottage with thee T amat Liberty in Bond¥; Peace’
and Trouble;/if I have thy Smiles;I can bear the worlds
frowns ; if I have Spiritval Liberty in my Souly

that Ican afcend to thee by Faith, and have Commu-- | §
nion with thee, thou fhale chufe my Portion for me’ | 3%

i HE
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in this World ;. For in the Maltitude of my Thoughts PG 94. 190 7
within me, thy Comforss Delight my Seul, : . -;"J
This is the Efteem a Believing Soul hath of Divine i

Objetts, Chrift is Precious to him, becanfe he Seeth him,
and believeth in bim » but the “ignorant. Soul will make
Excufes when invited to.the beft of Bleffings , as thofe
who were invited to the Supper, Luk: 14. One had
Married o Wife, Another boughr aYoke of Oxenyanother had -
. hisFarmyand they could nat come; had they but known the
- worth of this Supper, and what choice Dainties there
- was, they would never have made {uch pitiful Excu-
fes; had they but known the Reconciling Grace there,
and feen the want of it, the Pardoning Juftifying {
Grace there, and feen the want of it, had they but 3
known that Santtifying Adopting Grace,. and {cen thé - b
want of it!, they would have left their Farm , their - q
Oxen, their Wife, Children, and all. The Soul which 1 Kings 10.7 -
was once Blind, and now feeth, faith of Chift and his . "
Benefits, as once the Quieen of Sheba of Solomons Wif=
dom and Grandure, Half was not told me by thé Mi- - |
nifter of that Glory, Beauty, Excellency,. Grace, i
Goodnefs, that T now fee in him; now, I believe not.by.
Report, as the men of Samaria faid, but we have feen |
him our felves , a#d know that this is indeed the Chriff
¢ the Savionr of the Woerld ; Now, we kiow what is - |
, the hope of .thescalling of God, .and what the Riches .o
W of the Glory of the Inheéritance is of the Saints in Light: Epb. 1. 18. - ‘
‘w {uch a Soul he enjoyeth Temporal things, as if he.en= .. . .1
¢ joyed them not, lic may have Gold, Silver, Wife,. A
" Children, Pofleflions ; but his Affe&tions, the beftof his " %

i

1

|

2 b

John 4.41,420 ;

by S 0 ‘ . AN A ot ¥ C s 208,
i AfieCtions God hath; he hath thofe things, but is notDea 2 1™ 4

filed with them, Hhe ufeth'thofe things asthe ‘Ti‘;i'xfe'l‘—?

Ier doth' his “Inn" to help him.to his-Journeys End ;,

but as for'the World, he hathall the things of it under

fig his Feet, as the Woman had the Moon inthe 12#5 (I){f the :
. . eve- ~
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" Revelations, which Woman Reprefented the, Church

of the Living God, as Conquering the world and all
therein. Would you know farcher the Mifchiefs and
Detriments which come in at the Door of Backiliding

~and Apoftacy? it Reflets Difhonour upon the Author
- of all good, God him!elf; what is the Voice and Lan-

Ifaiah 43.2.

guage of fuch a one, but this, Either that there is 10
God , no fuch Being as will call me to an Account for
fuch an A&tion; or if there be a God,he is one not worth
Suffering for : it Refle€ts upon his Divine Properties, a3
if he could be out-done in his Wifdom, or were weak

-in his Power, or at leaft were Unfaichful ‘to hispoor

Troubled People, and would forfake them in time ©

- Diftrefs, as it he were altogether without Pity ant
 Compatffion to the work of his hands., Whatcaufc hath
any thus to Reproach the Living God, by Revolting
* from him ? Such preach aloud, That for Promifes they
- are vain and empty Complements, and for the Threat-
- nings they are nothing but Scare-Crows,and for thePre-
- cepts they are Rendred the moft unreafonable Laws
-in the world: Hence fome have faid, It is a wearinefs
‘to ferve Him; and have ‘asked the Queftion, -What Pro-

Malachi.g. 14.

fit isit to keep his Ordinances ? The Queftion ftrongly

Aimplies they thought there was none, like the flothful

one of Old, who faid, God was an hard Mafter, an at-
ftere man; {uch Render the Worfhip of GO D to be

_a harder Task then Pharoah laid upon the Fews of old,,

Exod. 5. 10.
Mat. 25. 24-
Job. 22.17.
C‘.mr.. 3. 9, ‘

‘who was to make the fame Tale of Bricks, tliough they

muft gather firaw themfelves, which before  was
Brought unto them: By fuch Aétions men {ay'to God,
Depart_from: us, for.we defire not the. Knowledze of thy
Ways 5 -and to the: Church, What is thy Beloved more.
then anothers, that thow deft [0 charge us and Reprove 45 ¢
low dumb and filent will fuch be one day, when ﬂ?:ﬂ,

Y, %
S 1
y/ e
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~fhall charge this upon them, as the Do&rines fuch
Revoltings did Preach ! . Frage ™
Moreover, this gricves the hearts of all the Sincere,
ftumbles the poor {ecking Soul, and hardens Gods Ene-
mies, and makes them bold in fin; how uncomfortable
isit to fich who defire to ftablifh and ftrengthen the
‘hands of Gods People at Liberty, by their fufferings, . -
-to have {uch News brought to us,in our Bonds, Sucha
tall Cedar is fallen, {ucha Star is fallen from Heaven,
‘he that hath been many years a Separate, is become as .
Zealous a Church-man as any ;how unlike are fuch to
holy Dawid , who. though he was fore broken in the
place of Dragons, and covered. with the fhadow of .
Death, yet his Heart was not turred back, nor his .
Feet declinedGods way,he had neither forgotten him,nor -
dealt falfely in his Covenant; if he had, he knew God PRl 44. fiom ~
would foon fearch itout. Such Revoltings fadden the '* * 22
sl  Hearts of the Lords Sufferers. There are three things e~

A very Faithful Sufferer hath in his Eye. - a1

. . Firg, the glory of his Lord and Mafter, who fuffer- ; per, 4., .

ed for him, and {0 hath laid his under great Obligations
® to {uffer for him in the Flefh, though when we have hke H IO
. done all we can do, we are unprofitable fervants.
Secondly,We Eye the good & fafety of our own Souls;

being no way fit for theKingdom of God,but fhall be led
forth with the Workers of Iniquity, becaufe they tur-
?fed afide to Crooked Paths, but Peace fhall be on pedtsrl
rael. s - ; S
Agaih&third thing in our Eye,is, the good and Efta-

blifhment of the People of God, which Par/ Experi--

enced in the Church of Phillippi; many of the Brethren
‘waxed the more -bold by his Bonds, this the Apoftle -

had in'his Eye all along, - i
- “Hence faith he, Whether we be affliCted, it is for
~ your &

Luke 9. 62.

knowing thofe which draw backdraw back to Perdition, Heb. 10. 39,

i L SRl RGE - e
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. ybur Confoblation and Salvation ; thefe are great wgfds |
“to this purpofe, Col. 1. 24. Who now rejoice in my Suffer- |

“ward-troubles in the Body, and Flefh, and fo the word

awhat this poor man did fuffer in the Flefh you may fec,

~ ‘the Jews received I five times forty ftripes fave oné

* ‘thrice I fuffered fhipwrack, a night and a day I have

ings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflicki-
ons of Chrift 1n 11y Elefb, for bis bodies [ake, which 15 rhe
“Church: 1 Rejoice in my Sufferings, msduam This worc
‘15 fometimes tranflated for the paffions of the mind,
-and motions of Sin, Rom.7.s. Evil Affections and
“Lufts, Ga/ ‘5. 24. Thefe are none of the leaft of Suf-
“ferings, the war the Flefh maketh againft the Spirit, but
the word here tranflated {ufferings,refpeteth thofe out- -

‘is frequently “ taken, ast Pet. 4.13. Rom.8.18. Now

‘2 Cor. 11. 23. t0 30. In laboursabundant, in ftripes a-
‘bove meafufe, in Prifons frequent, in Deaths oft, of

~thrice was*I beaten with Rods, once was I ftoned,

‘been in the deep; in Journyings often,inPerils of Water,
in Perils of Robbers, in Perils by my own Country-
-men, in Perils by the Heathen, in perils in the City» in
Perils in the Wildernefs, in Perils in the Sea, in Perils
among Falf¢ Brethren, in wearinefs and painfulnefS,
in watchings “often, in Hungerand Thirft, in Faft-
ings often, in cold and Nakednefs, befides the care 0
' all the Churches. O poor Apoftle! the very Non-fuch
for fufferings, except Chrift, in the New Teftament ;
what an affeGionate ward is that of Paxu/ in Phil. 2.
verly 17. And if 1 be offered npon-the Service and it
fice of your Faith,I jf‘OJ and Rejoice with you allgs O what
tove toSonls is here! fo he might ftrengthen® eir Faith, | |
he was willing tobe made a facrifice : from the fame |V
Love, he faith of himfelf and other Minifters,We live, | S
if ye {(tand faft. Dotror Taylor, Martyr, Tad beert |
Preacher in Hadley many years with great fuccefs;-_?pd‘-  leo,
o N h o o ik iy g L <omwhen Bt
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~when carried there td be burnt in ‘the Marian Days,

{poke ta the Inhabitants of the Town to this purpofe :

- «Here I have Preached the Gofpcly and .now 1 am come to  +

Seal it withmy Blocd. As the ftedfaftnefs of the Church Pl 318

‘was to Pauls Joy, fo thecontrary made him weep that ey

A{ome were Enemies to the Crofs of Chrift; and by

{uch mens ill Converfation, the Sincere are Reproach-

-ed, and the Enemies of God, though'illogically, fay

- they areall fuch a company of Hypocrites ; this agd

. this is-their Religion, they are all a company of, falfe.

. hearted Hypocrires. ; e, : '

'See how our Churches fill, come let us go on, we

) - have good fuccefs, we fhall bring them all home

at laft. I am perfwaded thro. gh fomes Revolting from

the Truth, the Enemies of God and his people have b

been {0 Hardened as tothink if they fhould kill us they Jobn 16. 2. :

did God good Service; from hencethey fay, they will

truft a Turk, a Pagan, before fuch; as a King once

faid of one who left his old Principles, and took up Dl

the Principles of the King, to ingratiate himfelf into

the Kings Favour, upon which the King fpoke in great

diflike of that A&, He that will not be true to his

¢ - God, will never be true to his King, and as the ftory

¢ {aith, He was either ordered to be put to Death for it,

¢ or under fome leffer punifhment ; as for fich Revolters

none will nor can give them a good word: The Lord

Maith, his Sout (ball have no pleafire in them, that is,

he hates them 3 and for good men they are ready to Heb. 10.58.

fay with Pau/ of Demas, He hath forfaken us, having .

loved this'prefent world, which while fome have Co- , ‘Bt x 1o

veted after, they have Erred from the Faith, and piet- v

«ced themlelves through with many forrows;. éut they 1 Tim.6. 1o,

went out [rom us;_ for they were mot-of s, for if they had

beew of nsy. no doubt but they wonld. have Continned wirh 1310 2 19,

#s; and as for bad men,you have héard what. they fay
: of

> Al o S

e el Ll R i R v -




e r—————

o Sl s

o,

Mat. 10: 39.

Luk. 12. 19,
20,

~ and givehim no tige of Repentance.

of fuch; thefe are like the' Devils of Hell, who

-are Referved in Chains, for that they did not Ikeep
_their Firft Eftate; let all {fuch remember Spira, fhoul
God leave thee to the Dartings and Gripings of Cof= |

{c ience as he did him, thou wouldft with him ¢ry eut P
O that I were above God, formy Sin is greater then his'
Mercy ; P.78.28.  The Spirit and Confcience will |
plead againft fuch one day; the Spirir for that it was
Refifted in its good motions, and Confcience for that |

it was curb’d at fometimes, and forc’d at others, Ten- |

ter’d and ftrecht,as one fome Months fince Confeft hie' |-
went to Church with a difquieted mind which had |
not been there for many years before, hoping to-pre:
ferve what he had thereby, and,in a few hours after,

- God {wept away all by a dreadful Fire, which he took"

as a Judgment from God for that att of Revolting, and *
fo that Scripture made good, He that will fave his Life

fhall lofe it 5 Spira did what he did to fave his Eftate, -| |

having a Wife and many Children, but loft his peace,

in oppofing the Spirits ftriving; which heConfeft with 1 |

. - O .
Anguifh afterwards when Exhorted to believe, I can-

_not faid he, I have finned againft the Spirit, for when ‘| a4
I was about to fign my Recantation, the Spiric faid ‘|
don’t write, Spira, don’t feal Spira, and yet I did it ;5 |

there is no mercy for me.. Js it not great folly, for a
man to {ave his Glove, and lofe his Hand, fave his Hat"
and lofe his Head,fave his Goods and lofe his Children,
but'a greater folly foraman to feek the world with the
Jofs of his Soulsas the Fool in'the Gofpel faid, Son/ take
thine Eafe,. eat drink and be merry; but faithiGod unt0
him, Thon Fool, this night fball thy Soul {(hall be Required
of thee, and then whofe [ball all #his be which thon haft
prepared? What a cafe fuch a Soul will be in, if God
fhould take away his Soul that very day hg pack{lides,

More' ‘ »
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" Moreover God can and hathtaken away mens lives
and fubftance altogether, the only way to preferve

- what we have here bleft and increafed, is to keep
faithful, if the Word of God be true, and there is no
man that hath forfaken Houfe, or Brethren, or Siitersor

- Father, or Mother, or- Wife, or Children, or Lands S
_Jor my Sake and the Gofpely -but he (ball Receive an hun- "2 1629
“dred " fold mow in this time, Houfes, Brethsen, Sifters, o
“and Mothers, and Children, and Lands with Perfecution,
and in the World to come Everlafting Life ; you fhall
‘have the fame in kind you lofe for my f{ake, -or that
which is equivolent to it, or far better, Grace and &
Peace, Content and Satisfation in your cendition, o-
‘therwife God may curfe thee in all thy enjoyments, 0
all thy Relations, and the labour of thy hands, for the
Curfe of the Lord is in the houfe of the Wicked ; Remem-
ber the {ad lamentation of Origine, after he had bowed
o an Idol: Tread on me, I am unfavoury Salt, I
am worfe then Cain, then Fudaes, was his Cry; when

" his Confcience Condemned him upon Reading Pfal. y
%0, 16, 17. after his Fall, Bur unto the Wicked God E
Jaith, What haft thow to do to declare my Statutesy or that : i
thon [houldst take my Covénant in thy month, [eeing thow
hateft Inftruction, and casts my words bebind thee ; you 1
fee the Backflider in a&;, as well as the Backilider in peov. 1418 - |
heart, fhall be filled with his ownways. By way of ad- . , ‘Y
vice to thofe which have Backfliden ‘in heart or act ; 3
Retsirn to the Lord, and be will heal yowr Backflidings '1
and love thee Freely ; now make the fame anfwer as ‘
the Chuéh of old: Lo we come nnto- thee, For thot
art the Lord our God ;- Return, O Backfliding Hrael, for
though a man fhall not be obliged that hath put away
his Wife, if fhe dobecome another mans, to take her ;o
again; Yet though -thon hast layed the Harlotwithmany jo s =
" Lovers, yet Return again, Jaith the Lord : O WhEth ™" S
S D2 - graclous
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gracious merciful God is this that calleth and in}’l_tcth
fuch to come to him which have committed Spiritual
Adultery! that if they will but putaway their Whore-
doms out of their fight, and their Adulteries from be-
tween their Brefts, and Return to their Fir(t Husband,
and acknowledge their Iniquity, that they have tranf-
grefled againft the Lord their God, and {Cattered their
wayes to the Strangers under every green tree; and not
obeyed the Voice of the Lord their God. .
The Lord hath proclaimed he will not let his Anger
fall upon you, Becaufe be is merciful, and will not keep
Awnger for ever; therefore, Return, Return O Shumanitey
that we may look upon thee with Joy and Delight, as
the Angels in Heaven dorejoyce at the Returning of a
Soul to God.; O Return to thy Firft Husband, for then
was it better with theethen now: Return to thy God from
whom thou haft revolted, who ftands with open Arms
to receive you; returnto the Churchagain, whom thou
haft made fad by thy departing from the Truth, and
humble thy felfto God and them, and they will cheer-
fully receive thee into their fellowfhip, and lec thy Res
turn be as publickly as may be with Convenience, even
to the knowledge, ‘and before the faces of thofe which
Tempted theeto enter into Bonds, or to make finful
Promifes, or todo unwarrantable aQtions ; repent as
publickly asthou haft offended, as good Mr. Cranmers
Martyr, when carried to the Stake, took vengeance on
that hand firft which fubfcribed his Regantation in the
very faceof his Enemies, his putting it firft into the
Flames ; it is a mercy God will accept of thj#Return,
‘thy Repentance; it would.not be . accepted of Adum,
who broke but one pofitive Law, he muft dye, Repes-
tance'muft not be pleaded, there was no room for that;

~a poor man gathering a few Sticks.on the Sabbath-day,

dye he muft, no Repentance accepted of a prefumptis
. > o QUS

t
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. ous Sinfler; what a favour then is this.of God to thee,
| Soul, thatupon thy firft fincere Returning to him, he
will move towards thee; when the Prodigal came to o
himfelf, and took words, and returned to his Father, Luk. 15 from=
and faid, Father, 1 have finned againit Heaven, P s
\ fore thee : while be wds agrea: way offy the Father faw
s him, and ran, and fellon bis Neck and kiffed him, and
calls for the beft Robe, Chrifts Righteoulnefs, to make’ Eph. 4. 30.
him Comely in Gods Eye,a Ring is to be put on his Rom. d-4%ew 2
hand, in token of great love, and moft probable to>be :
a fignification of - the Holy Spirit, fealing the Soul
up to the day of Redemption in the Spirit, bearing :
witnefs with thine,’ Zhow art a Child of God; Shoes 3
mult be brought alfo to be put on his feet, which we: 4
have mentioned already, thofe Gofpsl-fhoes is Peace:
in the Confcience,which will inable Soulsto gothrough -
thick and thin. ; : 1% '
' Now, let this Troubled -Confcience have' Peace:: ,
% which paflechall Underftanding; no fooner fhall-a:: |
¥ 2 Soul Return fincerely, and fay, Lord, Take away |
Iniquity , and Receive me Gracioufly ; But, God _ i
{

quickly layeth the Soul under Obligations to Ren:
der him the Calves of ‘his Lips; Bring forth the Fat--
ted Calf, that there may be Signs of Foy for the Retiurn:
of him that was loft, andthe Lifeof him which was Dead.”
# Thefe things are grounds of Incouragement, and there-:- |
@ fore defpair not. i :
#  Suppofe, it be granted thou didft Sin againft Light,’ g
i 10did David and Perer, vonslemianl. 2o 2inft many Pro-t \
¥ teftations, and yet beth upon Repentance accepted >
O Return quickly; get into the Refuge City before the:
Purfuer overtake thee, Death is Purfuing you, Judg-
ment alfo : O get into the Love and Favour of the. ,
beft Refuge before that day come, and call thy felfto -~
- an Account where, and! when it was thou hadi’c.ﬁthpt:t SRt
" 7 . ; b
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“eft approved thought of leaving God and his good
- way of Peace, and from that timeand place let thy
- Repentance begin, as the Lord faid to £phraim, - Jer.
31, 21, Set thee up Way-marks, make thee high Heaps:
gl - Set thine Fleart toward the High-way, even the way |
3 which thow wenteft : turn again, O Virgin of lrael, |
3 ‘ turm again to thefe thy Cities. -1 befeech-you Returs
* before this day of Trouble be over, for that is one
~ thing will fatisfie moft men of the Reality of thy Re-
f pentance; fhould you delay till the Storm be over, and
- ~.then: Profefs - thy . Repentance, there will be great
; -.ground of fear thouart not fincere ; for it is a hard
- thing to ‘account fuch upright which for many years
maintained a Separation, and in troublous times Re-
; prove themfelves by building up what before this
b ; would not gather a Stone for ; the Reafon is, becaufe
\ - -many ofthofe which Revolt, did make as greata fhow
of Santtity before their Backfliding, as is poffible for
~them to make if they fhould return ; from hence we
fce the Advantage an Eftablithed Soul hath, fuch may
look back upon their Faithfulnefs to God, in times of
“Temptation ,. and admire grace, and {o take Com-
i Hfort to.-themfelves ; what an Honourable thing it is for
, to. be in many Storms and Temptations, and yet the:
- fame man of whom God will fay, as once of Jot, when
B Job.2.3. accufed to God, And Jtill he Holdeth faft his Integrity:
But, by way of Advice to all fuch as have not fallen in
Rev.3.4.  the Storm,who havekept their garments from Defiling, -
let God have the glofyhtusftandelt by Faith, which
God is Author of, be not High-minded but fear; glory
not fecretly, Rejoice not in thy Brothers fall: Buz ye
which are Spiritual, Reftore fuch an one in the Spirit of
M ek nefs3amp 29 Reftore yesthePhrafe is borrowed from
Chirurgeons, who being to deal with a broken joint, |
handles the fame ver§ ‘Tenderly. = The Original word -
; j/\aTﬁ/’ (/1572} vesPor? X :ﬁgm-
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. fignifieth, to fet a Bone broken or out of joint, into
. its right place , that it may be perfeCtly whole and
. ftrong as before; fo we {hould deal by one overtakep
. ina Faul, feck to bring him into his right place, and
. if true Repentance appear, to Comfort him by the Ap-
plication of fuitable Promifcs, as was the Advice of ho-
- ly Panl to the
'~ Perfon,asicis fuppos’d, 2 Cor. 2. leaft he be Swallowed
tp with overmuch Sorrow; and let him that thinketh
he ftandeth , take heed lealt he fally for if Adem who -
was Created in Rightcoufiiefs and Holinefs, after Gods -
own Image, had pure Inclinations as he came out of
the hand of God, if he fell when God left him to the
Improvement of the gifts and grace of Nature upon the
firt Temptation, do we think to {tand, iwho have now -
fo many. Paffions in the Soul, and a Nature more

tion ; no, no, it cannot be, Becanfe we are kept by the

mighty power of God through Faith; which Grace we -
can as little aét without the Grace of God, as make a
World ; what would many give under. trouble of Sin.
4 “and Guils, if they could believing lay  hold rof. SNt prp 1 o
fGofpel-Promife, and how hard a thing hath {fome ex- g
el perienced thisto be, yea impoffible,till God hath helped

7" them by his good Spirit ! the fame may be faid of Re- -
pentance when the Soul hath finged, how much do -
i gracious Souls. defire Repentance unto Life, but expe- -
§ rience teacheth us all how harditis to get a Broken -
Heart,a Melted Heart; -ohhow oftenare we ready to -
Cry out of the hardnefs of heart ; from hence- there 15
ground of Humility, and lying at.the Throne of grace: -
continually, for of our felves, as of our felves, we €an-

o of our felves without Divine Aid, wecan ftand in the 4
. fwellings of Jordan ; and as everye would go ,}through S
4 : K ‘ "‘_“.-‘ 2 '. ‘.f ] » a’ A

)

Church of Corinth, about the incefttious gom. 11, . - ‘

e
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prone: to Vice then Vertue, when affaulted by Tempta- Rom, 7. 18,

rPet. T

not think a good thought, how can we then thinkthat , cor, 5. 5. o0

|
4
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" Man think to wear the Crofs of Perfecution, that doth
~ _pot firlt wear the Crofs of Mortification; and let not
that Soul doubt of wearing the Crofs of T ribulatiol,

o, e -

that daily wears the Crofs of ‘Self-Denyal and Morti-
fication; for he that hath Power over his .own 3pirit
ismore thenhe which taketh a- City. |

'We fhould inure our felves to wear the Publick Crofs,

- by wearing it firt ‘more privately in our Houfes, in
~our Families , in our Shops and Trades: For fet not
.that Petfon think he will ever be able to part,witl

his Houfes , Lands, Liberties, for the Lord Jefus

- Chrift,  chat cannot firft part witha fecret luft: But

-if we have Grace enough , to wear daily the Crofs o

. Mortification of the old Man ; you need not fear but he
~ that giveth Gracetodo the greater , will give: Grace

Ifal.33. 1526

Effectually and Savingly.

FERMEE i g e A S el ‘ ;
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0 do the leffer 5 for I look upon the fubduing of Cor-
ruption, a greater thing then enduring Perfecution ;

though neither can be done as it cught, without help
from Heaven. Finally , and I have done, let us get in
this Trying day upon the Wing of Faith, and fly up
above the threats of Men. :

It is a Promife zhat he which walketh uprightly fhalt
dwellon High ; his place of Defence [hall be the Munition

of Rocks ; his Bread [ballbe given him; his Water [ball

be fure: This is' the bleffed Portion of {fuch as behold
the King inhis Glory, by an Eye of Faith that, dwells
on High with him; his Bread {hall begiven him, and
Waters fure : Bread of Life, and Water of Life, fuch
fhall have , which the World, nor the formal Profef=
fors know nothing of, and albeit they cannct have the
ordinary meanes, .

great Shepherd of the Sheep',- can and will feed them

in their private Retirements, in their Clofets iecre;g )
| . "But

.a ftorm of outward affliction , let us firft keeé ddwll 1
- and under indwelling lufts, indwelling Sin; let not that

nor their under-Shepherds : Yet €he.




. Butic is only them , which drive on the fecret Trade
o f‘?f Prayer. Q! that we hadbutthe Divineart of Liv-

. 1ng more with Ged , and in Go#4: There is fuch a Life
“fl attainable as to get ahove Men, above the Creatures,

to Chrift, (ball be delivercd from the fear of Evil; it
may be not from Evil, but the fear of it.

O ! Bleffed ftate to be Delivered from the fear of
Men, the fear of £vil , the fear of Prifon, the fear of
Poverty , the fear of Flames, as many have Experien-

fpeak Experimentally, whichis more then to Read it,
that Chr:sts Yokeis Eafy, and yet witha notwichftand-
ing, all befals the Saints ; his Burden is a light Burden ,
and his Ways are Pleafant , and his Paths are Peace ;
many have had more Trouble in thefear they have
been in , before God hath Exercifed them; then in the
"y very Excrcife. Thercfore for the future, do not com-
0% pare future Tryals with prefent ftrength: But ftudy

f‘%’cut‘oﬁé bring in {uitable ftrength in every Condition ; if thou
?Ehoutpti" fhelter thy felf under the Wings of Gods attributes,
0"

g \ 3
;:;d ﬂ}’ * wirerennto 1 may continually Refore: But efpecially then,

| when the Heart is like over-whelmed within 5 thento Cry

"4 higher then 1, that is, to-the Eternal Rock of Ages,
"l Godhimfelf ; there to Solace our felves in his Divine
" Perfetions , and that our prefent Trials may no more,
i jyet fo much affet us, as they may terminate in Gods
) ?‘C glory, and our Everlafting Comfort and Joy.

D When thou canft gét upon the Wing of Faith , thou

) ~{'e“'

:l"eprpz wilt {ce and Experience , that he which Preferved the
b

¢ ha
the

. above Fears , above Frowns. He which hearkeneth Piov. 1. 33.

ced through Grace; and if they may be Believed , can

4 thy Duty, anddepend uponthe Promife , whichwilf .

4 aud fay with Holy David, Bethonmy [Frong Habitation, Pil. 71.5.

with Holy David , Lead me to the Rock that is Pil 6.2

i
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hf%rtle-Treek s 17 the bottom the Churchin the féVCnt-y Zachar, 1.8.4 0
"y Years Captivity, will prefc:m;3 thee; the fame Angel of '
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the Covenant, who preferved the burning Bufb thens; [
though an Hoft incamp againft us; we need not fear, .
for he hath faid, I will never leave thee | nor forfake thee,
and will thew wherein the Enemy deales proudly, God Wlll
- be above them; wherein they deal fubtilly,” God be a- -
- bove them in his Wildom; wherein they deal ftronglys
~ . .God will be above them in his Power , wherein they
B SPRL o551, deal Unmercifully with his People; God will be above
b BTN hem in his Mercy toward them; therefore let the Saints -
o “Phli29. 10. jfreioyce, becaule God Reigneth and fisteth npon the ﬂoadf, :

~_ King for ever: and from the fame Reafon, becaufe -

.. God Reigneth , let the Earth tremble , though 4

- Peloss- Aloods have lifred up themfelves: Yer when the Lord

: 4hall make bare his Arm.to {ave his Church, and ap= |

Phlg. 0. - Pearin his Glory , ta build up Zgem y they fhall know

\ Phloz 16. 2hey are but Men; and that he whofe name is Feyobal,

T is the Excellent in all the Earth. ; :
Oh! Let us Pray hard that God would purge Mount

| I, 4. 4. Zion with theSpirit of Fudament theSpirit of Burning;

b Chapseozgnddo all his Work wpon Mouwnt Zion, that he may deal

with his Enemies: But Oh! There is much work,

yet to be dome upon Mount Zjos. Have we, not

7 vPet. 4. 17. brought this Fudgment begun at the Houfe of God,upon

ourfelves? may we not Read our Sin in our Punifh-

~ment? do our Enemies deal unmercifully with us? is

it not becaufe we have dealt fo, one with another ?

do ‘they deal unjultly with us ? is it not for dcalin% N,
{i unjuftly one with another? do they Perfecute us ? %aﬂ
: Alas! Have we not Perfecuted each other, becaufé Q:y
! of difference in Opinion, where yet the Image of gad g\(a‘
B - ~ hathappear’d? for thefe things, God is Contending oélg
b Jofig.astoes. With us: Let us all Banifh and Expel the 4c4ax out of i
I our Hearts, out of our Churches, and fhew our B
i ’ {elves Zealous againft Sin, and exercife Judgment, ag :,%hg
" Phlao6ze. Phineas of Old did, and it may be the'Plagu’e‘lﬁé_ "ft:
. 1 R bt e ol ik £% i \
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Judgment may ftop; if we cleanfe our Hearts, our Fa- -
- milies , our. Churches, then God ‘may’ give Us our
- Prophets again, our Sabbaths again , our Ordinances
' again, our Minifters again : But without this, we may

-~ if. we return to God , he will returaunto us in' Mercy. -

. . O! Prayhard to be fitted for Chrifts Kingdom,and
b then that his Kingdom ‘may come: Believe down thy
I Corruptions, watch down thy Sins, Pray down thy -
} Iniquities, and the Lord will come with Deliverance, .

- and get him{elf a glorious Name; donot you long to -
fee Chrift Exalted, and God Admired in the difplay-. -
ing of his Glorious- Attributes , Power; Wifdom, -
Holinefs, Juftice; not fo much for the fake of our
Deliverance , as that God may get himfelf Glory ? -
i and we fhould be willing to be Footftools , fo Chrift -
| thereby might get upon his Throne ; and then his - _
Church fhall be Exalted wpon the tops of “the Monn- Micahg. 1. -
| #a1ns , which now licth among the Pots S5 .

" Aad to Conclude,never ceale Praying until Serafalem prgs. 1
¥ bhe made the praife of the whole Earth, by auniverfal i

{ fprcading the Gofpel, and fo a greater degree of Ifii.62. 1.6, !

| Knowledge and Holinefs willbe in the World then ever. 5
When thou art in the Mount with God by Faith, Pray
| for a Door diftreffed Perfecuted Church : Lord for thy -

| Names fake, fave Zjon! Thou haft done it, for thy -
it Names fake do it now, it

;h“"dgall"i nour of thy Grace; thou haft filed thy felf the Lord
f- "éft"-’ﬁf"’ Gracious and Merciful , Pardoning Tniquity., Trenf-
{{E_‘ﬂﬁca, greffion and Sin. ; ;
') of(f' of thy Mercy; it will alfo glorifie th
gl gl Save thy People,with whom thou ha

v Faithfulnefs, to
ft made an Everls-

coﬂ;ega . fting Covenant. O! Lord Remember, break not thy Co- < s

/jgfﬂ,’zwxﬁ. wenant with us 5 for the Dark places of the Earth are full ch T2 |
d ﬁ?g@nf% of the Habitations of Cruelty: as Mofes pleaded,, Gods Plal.74.19.200
Wj% W E 2 - G o v#’
M i

p

- expett - Judgments fever times worfe then ever : But Levic.zé.z1s

T A : . g
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will be the more to the Ho- Ez36.21.22. =
xod.34.7. e

O Save us according to the greatnefs Phlstx.
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nant with Abrabam, lfaac, and F 0
his Church then ; we mult Plead his Promife to
Chryft, to fave us now ; Plead the ChurchesRela;
~ tionto God, asof old, we are thy People: O Lord: |

3'5;_- 18,9, thine own " thon never bareft rule over the Heathen .
7 theywere not called by thy Nawe. Lord remember We
- are thy People, we are called by thy Name, wear¢
- thine; and Lord what wilt thou dofor thy great Name?
. Joh7. 9. though Abraham be'Ignorant of us, and Ifrael ackaow-
B - Ifai64.8.9. Ied,gc,us not ; be not wroth very fore, O Lord! neither
- Ifi36i18,19, remember Iniquity for ever : Behold , [ee, we befeech thee,
T we are all thy People; if thoufaveft usnot, the Enemics
a':r";:aﬁsz;v.m, will Blztfphém, and fay » God could not fave them ; or
#1123 M he hath prought them in the Wildernefs to flay them;
L ~and o thou wilt lofe the Glory of thy Power and
e = Faithfulnef§, © : ' '
U R We have this to Plead alfo , Lord we are very
| Awosga.  Low, by whom (hall Facob arife ifnot by the God of |
£ 2 Cronaoe.q. J4600 ¢ wehave no might, but our Eyes are unto thee, ‘
f ~ untill thouarife andhave Mercy upon us. Appear in’ |
/ ,Pr;x.sg_ 18.;'tl}-y ftrength , that the Kingdoms of the World may ! Z

know that thouart God ; and that there is none befides
thee; and arife Lord for the help of thy People, /& ¢/
:?g!.gg,n, Vain'is the help of Man , and let the [founnding of thy |
%313 Bowels appear in faving Zion § according to thy Faith- .
ful Promife, and in the mean time, let our Faith and 4
v - Patience be lengthned out, to thecomingof the Lord;. |

Phl.6g.35. till Time be fwatlowed up in Eternity;Finite,inInfinite;”

: Hope, in }Vifion; and Faith in Fruition ; when God
Jude 24. fhall be the matter of our Happinefs ; when Fulnefs
| fhall be the meafure of our Happinefs , and Eternity -
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the Duration. | ,










