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EEERE R FEEGE
: ?To the Brvcthr"en and Sifters, who
have feparated themfelves from

the *Churches whereof they
were Members.

4
f
B

(

- Beloved incndé,

| Intended 1o putthis dnfwer privately in-

; to the hands of thofe Brethren, who are

{ Anthors of that Isttle Book called S E-

" PARATION no S CHIsSME.

- Bur conﬁa’ering, t!mt]au are very much con-
bernedin p);, @dttcr, and therefore may be de-.
ﬁr‘am to ]Q_now, what can be /}lid in Anfwﬂ‘
’heret“’lbﬂ'vt printed fome Copics thereof, to
pos ¢nd you may perufe ihe fame. When yon
zere Convinge, by the boly Spirit and word of
0% that yoy 0nght tobe baptized, andtowalk,
’f 4l the Cammafadmemr anpd Ordinances of
7 Y04 Prayed thay God would [end forth his
’I.Angt and Truth, to lead you, and bring yosu to
71/:c S“”‘f}”“’]a‘dnd;ffterf(/[cmnfg;king of Aire-
guidance from God , youw aflayed robe

xrebes whereof you have beer

[om0ers) ang ol

w‘(’”d, and u

vre yos gave up your [elves to
them, ng i
1Ee thew, accerding to the will
: : %

o
Y

AN




of the Lord; at which time youwere fully per-
fzradc’d,tbm God Limfelf did et you there, and
you judged i your dnty there to conléane, wail-
sug wpon God according 1o the Laws nf b
hosfe and yorr prof(ﬂ%dﬂtbjf&'ion tethe Gofpel
of Chrifi. ! ww 1 befecch you dear friend:, confis
derwhat I[ay, didyorfe olcmnl],foferiouﬂy,
‘and o diligently ask leave of God and s
Churches,to bt admiteed unto communrion with
shows in the boly Opdinance! of God? And fhenld
jou have withdrawn from their communion,and |
[eparared yort filves from thofe Churches

wheresf yo wrrfmemlzcr.f,withontand againft
their leave If [ome particular members did

fin, and defile hemlclves , and the Church

kaowing of it did [uffer thofe defiling fixs tore-
main among [t thegh andneglilledto brixg thife
wembers 1o repentance,or f/fr,ifaft:r all means
: ufed for belping and healing oftb(m,tbr] “obfti-{#
nately leld faft this ﬁn.nnd theChurch did not
pHt Aw ay rbl,ﬁ,i'r\peni‘tcnt perfam from theirly
commtmion»,]'ﬂﬂ)vllld bhave barn your watnefs
in the Church a(rlziﬂﬂ'fﬂeb.d(ﬁling fins, andf
dzﬁ!cd;mmz’wr:.und L-avca'eﬁrrd,_ym and wirh)
years fg”m{;l){in.’remrd the Churchte proce
poainft t hem according 1o the Laws of on
Lord fefus Chrift: and if\‘bc Church refufcd
yea and rather j:xﬁ;ﬁmirb/eir E‘f/il, and [0 conly
tralled the g{:i[z of.r/:’e:ri;.-iq‘m!]?jst yort ong

pa f ajw/co»-rmmd praying , ana momrning o8

fee




B8 [ecrer for them, and waiting for their repen-

tance, (as our Lord did for the repentance of
the Church of Pergamus, and of Thystira,
Rev. 2. 16, 21, 22. ) and onght not to have
feparated Jour [tlves from, them, nay forfaken
the Afffmbling of  yonr [felves rogct/ocr
with them | Heb. 10. 21, 32, 23,24,25-
untill for their impenitency- onr Lord fefus
Chrift bad removed the Candleftick, and wn-

churched them, and then yox oxght to for [ake

. them,and folloy the Lamb whevefoever hie goes;

for jom may and ought to flee et of Babylon,
and deliver eyery man bis own foul, and

| Jorfake her, ( becanfe after all means #[ed,
- fhe s noy ]:Edled,) b'ur]ou may not, ong/ﬂt 7ot

to. [eparate your felves from Zion , nor for-
ake ber Affemblies, compareJer.51..5595 7
8,9, 10. wirh Rev.18.2,3,4, 5" and chap.
14.1,4,5, axdf1, 35.10, andMich.4. 5- 6,
7. Heb.10. 21,10, 25. (

Thofe Churches in this City from whom 0%
ba'w-fepamted, are, and bave been [o fdff"a’”
dfﬁ’"dirrg any principles or praftifes Wb‘c}’_b)'
the word of God appear toshem to ke defiling
fins, that rhr] have been, and are rm:d] to hear
any Ifﬂing of that kind a[ljli?ﬁd a({mnﬂ any Gf
their membors , and go procecd agm'"[l tbt”rfﬂ
¥pon evidence according £0 Rule.: 1" g

Am!yer you have st hdrawn. and ﬁ'}_"”‘"”
]‘l""‘ff’lvﬂ:,]ea and have forfaken thefe G-

£ L‘{S




ches, anddeclartd that y
nion with them , an
thiem, which 5 yonr fir

“And. fome of yort

formerly 1

[(sshmitt edyonr fclvn’,

ed menbers of the
Hfelves firft wnto the Lord, and thiw unto th

avcording tothe will of God,as you were

fully per[waded, but fince your [eparation yox
“bave affociated your felves with {weh" affem~
Glies and perfons’y who arenot the trae Chur=
ghes mor the trut Minifrers of Chrift aceord-

sng to Gofpel confbitution and order.
Thws whilft yon have-been Befiross (an
sn perwaded confrientions) 1o heep yon [¢l

clean, (#iyon [peak) and frecfromrbofc e-

filing fins which yon judge the Churches fr
“whom you feparated,to be guilty of you bave(

ing mifled by fomeof thofe chief leaders of this

finful [eparatie®, who are the, Authors of

forefaid book call’d Separatios noSchifm )dcfil~
“ed your [elves by this [eparation with many [ins.
"I« For 4n]_particul‘ar brother er [ifter to fepa-

rate from a true Church of Chrift whereof ¢
ave members, for fin and defibement , beforet

out conld not holdcom~
4 bave gone ot frem
to.bé repented of.
bave alfo not enly put Jour
vlves out of the Churches , where yon were
ly per[waded God had joyned yor,
‘dnd from under the Miniftryof ’Cbriﬂ-, 1nto
' ywhofe cave, warchfnlnefs, and goverment, you

, with profeffed [ubjettion
¢6the Laws of Chrift, (‘when yomvere AdmsiE-
the Qhurch ) and gave #p YyoAr

hen ||

e ||

A1l

ves ||

o

be-

the

hey HiE
hey &
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bave orderly proceeded to wffe all peans apposris
ed l’]_Cbr.iﬂ for the kelp and healing of ff?_ﬂ’
Church it i 4 finful feparation, [ Avdthi
cems'tobe the oPim'/,n of yorr Brethren and cont-
Panions, yea and chief [eaders in [eparation, a4
appears to me by swhar they bave [aidin the 7,
9. pages of their Book | and if your Brethre?
them[elves do Judge this a [inful {cparaiio?s
then how minch more Grfully have [uch of yo¥ .

oLy : : . T
done l)’l_ffpgrdr‘ng)murﬁ,zv(,.‘-‘frc,n_/ﬂcb Chnr

ches of Chriff |~ as you cannot (‘conld not )

T4y charge with awy of thofe defiling fins 4%

make the matrer o “charge fully ot by clear
proof and demonftration , as yopr Brethrer
"dwfe,]ﬂﬂﬂzoula), and ought todo hfm'f]a“»/(;
Parate, pag. 8, conf. h.and pag. 7. Rule 1.7
PA¢. 9. Rule 4. Wherefore mﬂ_ﬁ&/{fi’ how
ﬁ”f’d]ourﬁparmian is, and repent, ardac
knowlcdg onrevilin fo doing, yed, and return
again tothe Loyd and his Churihes, from whor
Yo% aro departed. : : 4

2 Tonare guilty of fin in holding felow/hip,
and having commmunion in- the Ordinances o
God, with a fociety or affemblic afperfan.f,W’W
arenot a true Church of Chrift according to,
.G”f}’d rule and ordir. Yopr Brethren (the Au-
thoys of Separation no Schifm) canmot Prove
by Seripture their [eparared Affemblies o7

J

, Soﬁ'ﬂ.""””.“ to be the true Churches of Chriff in
Gofpel order, Rev. 3. 9. Rom.10. 2. -
, B4 3. Yo



3.5 ot are guilty of fin in partaking of the Or
dinances of God adminifired byshefe brethren
who are not_srue Minifters of Chrift, who have
wo traee call and commi[fion from bim to difpence
. allthe holy ordirances of the Gofpel: but they
are [uch # have canfed divifions and of-
fences contrary 1o the Doitrine of Chrilt, and
yon onght to avoid them, Rom. 16.17, And
now sf I foall become yonr enemy for telling you
the truth, or be contemwed, or reproached, for
dealing thus plainly with you, endeavonring to
sndeccive you , apd tarn you from the error of
'yourway, yet I/vall beartsly love yox, andear-
neftly pray and monrs in [ecret foryon , and
hope Ged will blefs thu my poor labenr of
Jove smto fems ofyowr fonls. And convince you,

ea and canfe you o vepent, gndveturs yntothe
Churches from whom you have [eparated,
which fpall be 1hé prayers of kim who 15 yomr
Brother in the Faith of Chrift, and yonr Com-~
panionin [uffering perfecution feorthe Gofpel
of Chrift. : N
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(1)

(e
# A VVienels againft Irregular
VA SEPARATION:

ik OR,
df An Anfwerunto 2 little B 0 0 K,

Entituled ,

w{‘ Separatibn no 'Sé‘bi/m .

; ; d
Have ferioufly read your Book , ‘bglovt
‘”:t; Brethren, publifhed under the Title of
~dﬁ' Separation ne Schifm; wherein you pro-
;}f" pPofe and difeufs chis Queftion, viz.

Whether a fingle perfon ma) a’fdlr[]
Withdraw ﬂ‘ndﬁpdr{i.t;gfrw’;t 'dfc"”g" an_f"?'
[in anddefilement obftirately beldfaft by them

. Theterms of the Queftion you have thus
- “*plained | {0 far as I cancolle@ out of your
OwWn words. =
- Bya fingle perfon , you meanany parti-
culnggmtﬁrgofPa éhun}h-, foryou fay P',G'
Anf2. Then will it neceffarily be a dnty in-
cumbent

\
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' 2 :
combest npon ary parsicular Member----to

swithdraw and [eparate himfelf from the [aid
| Cengregation. X ; o
2. By 4 Cangregation, you mean a true Con.
gregationa&»(ﬁhnrch of Chrift; for you fay p.7.
Conf.z2. T hat feparationfrem 4 (Church (i of |
devavion ) who 15 [0 dear and

atrembling confi :
gear to Chrifi---and b Name bsing [o con

scrn’d inshem. And you fay, pag.25-K13,13,
14. The chicf cugferfarﬁparmwnfram any |
(Church)rhat are right in theFarms and Ordi
sances of God, &c. :

. 3. Byerderly withdrawing and [eparating, |
you mean, That a {ingle perfon, or pa_rticular'
Member ought firft to proceed in dealing withj
the Charch. according to the Law of Chrift,

.and the Rules of the Scripeure in fuch a cafe I
foryou fay, p.7.1.3,4,5- T e following Rules |

a6 much as in hivs lies, being confcientsorfly 059
[erved by bim, and the following Scriptare
gruunds in biseye for his {aid praitife. Allop
9. the five laft lines, and the g firft lines of thalf
tenth page,you fay , Butif after [uch meand
#fcd vo convinece and help the Church, there bff
yet an obfiinareperfifting in fin , defending the

- fume, and runping into 4 greatcr cwil theye

thenin obedience 10 the Loyd-—to declare a [
“payation from them &c,
4y By fin ana Lo filesmp

pu-fin, [ for ¥




W

b i(3:) LS

{ Scriptures pus a difference between finning and
i firning, worthy bur confiderasion throagh eve
"V pars of the fubjeit ] but fome pacticular
d""‘.‘l“‘g fins,which you fay, pag.25.1.12,13,14.
arethe carnfes inchief of [eparation from any
ji that are right inthe Forms and Ordinances gfa
God; which parcicular defiling {ins, you men-~
f1on pape 25, and 26. and makeone of them
J-more efpecially the Standard of Separation, to
L Wi, The denying and fwearing away the Do-
. Mwmion‘of our Lord Jefus Chrift , < viz. The
Headfhip or Lotdfhip. of him that bought
th?"‘»P-ZS 4.25,26: to which I fhall fay fome-
thing in its proper place.

5+ By obftinately held faft by'them , YOU
mean (as you (ay p,o: the latter end) A# obfté-
| Hate perfifting in the fn, and defending the
ame , after fuch means sufed to convince an
belp the Chureh, ce. g

If T have not miftaken your meaninga the
¢Xplanation of the terms of the Queftion eol-
lected(as fully and faichfully as I could)out of
. Your ownwords and expreflions, here & there

dectared in your Book:The Separation (which
YOU {4y is no Schifm) and the Affertion which.
You precend to prove , is this, or to this pur-
pofc, Vi, :

That any particular Member may orderly
withdray and [eparate from a true Church of
Chrift for fome fiss and defilements obftinately
h'ldfﬂﬂ by them. ~ Be-




) 4 :
Before you give your pofitiveAn/wer tothe
Queftion, or come to the proof of ‘your Af. i
fertion, you feem to beg the D weftion,by what {§
you have premifed p.5. Anf.1. and take it for
granted, p. 6. Anf. 2. your words are thefe,
That it being taken for granted rbatﬁn 2 con=
trafled, rﬁ{*ouﬁd and be‘ldfdﬂ 5] aCongrega-
fton ey i : R
1 grant, That che beft Churches on earthare [
fuhjé&ro have open and grievous ﬁ.ns break
out smong them, 3. That alf fuch iniquities
onght fpeedily to be redrefled ; and to thac
end the Chufch ought to purge out that Lea-
ven, either by bringing every guilty Member
t6 repentance, ot by cafting out ofthe Church
thofe parricmar Members whoare impenitent,
and obftinaccly held faft their fin 2fterall due
meansof reftoring, helping and healing them,
have been ufed by the Church, &-¢ >
3. That it is the duty of every Member of
¢hat Church ( where open and grievous fins
'break onr among them) to endeavour to keep
hsm or her felf from being defiled with thofe
firs: And to that purpofe, particular Mem-
bers are . 1 To lookto themfelves, 2 70k.6 7,
8,0.And 2. To exhortone another daily, Heb,
3. 13. And 3. Torellthe Churchorderly of i
fuch Brethrendnd Sifters, whom they know to §
have committed fuch open and grievous fins,
Musth,18 17. And (4.) incafe any openand 85
: , 3 .5 ciETgrie.

§



- : 5) ‘
Wﬂ' %rllcvous firners be orderly brought before the
.M o “,JTCh’ and cheir fin be made manifeft,and the
.,';ﬂ, aiter be fully made out by clezr proof ( as
‘b‘{‘ i Rdwfe,P_‘g_ Conf. 4. ) and if the Church
! thg[gd fuffer fuch fins and finners o remain in
1 ces fhWCh‘. and to enj)y the holy Ordinan-
i refuof God in full communion with them,and’
‘ha:l heal chor negle& to ufe fuch means to help and
b brint ofe finhers, as Chrift hath appointed to
iulﬁ: for tgld-ﬂem to repentance, Or to caft chem eut
e tyn S Ob.ﬁ”?a“’ impenitency; then it is a due,
;14‘; Mm:;‘:“a“ly incumbent upon any particnlar
gh frber of thac Church ( fo efpoufing Ihe
hl‘,“[ e y fuffering thofe obftinate and impeni-
i tefti 10ners) orderly and humbly to bear their
1 fin ‘mony 0 the Congregation againft that
‘ un;.:‘;fi ;hOfe finners ;, and fo wait patiently
" Tem icher they do repenc , or elfe il Chrift
b‘ﬂ wh ovc\th'.: Candleftick ouc of its place; and
ff ﬁum Chrift fhall take away their Churche
Jkﬂ . E;cc, and fo depart from thar Church, then
il fOr‘r)?kpi:lmcular Member ought to depart and
wﬂ; i aKe chat Congregarion , and any Member
5,6';!; ﬁ)“}’a (yea Aand_oughc in obedience to God)
'HO 4 facl.["” (;-hrlﬁ, tOI'{:Jk.lﬂg that C()ngreg:\({on as
s Chr.f}('h“fd\, now apuftated and fallen from
! g i »and having provoked the Lord by cheir
}ﬂ(’ﬂlﬂ}x :hf,;r‘méncy and obllinscy - to deparc from

) But




- But that any particular Member may ordet- |l
Iy (yea ought) withdraw and feparate from a
true Church of Chrit, righeio the Forms and
Ordinances of God, for {in and defilement, T
do nor grant, and fhall examine how you |
provcnt‘. T lpe
~ You propofe page 10. thofe four-fold Scri=
tore-grounds prefiing the duaty, viz.
1. The Scriptures pofitively, or by neceffary
confeqmence commanding it .
2. The Worthy Examples practifing it
3. The threarned Judgements for neglect
of it. “ -

4. The engaging Promifcs enGokraging ite
Y. The Scriptwres [ocommanding the Dr~

X], are, ” :
2 Cor.6.17. Tacknowledge, that Separatis
on is pofitively commanded 1n this Scriprure,
[ Be ye feparare’] but that command was not
given unto any particular Member to feparate
from the Church ; ~ for the Apoftle writingto
the whole Church (asthe Temple of God, 7.
16, colle@ively) exhorted chem robe fepara-

ted from Pagan-ldclaters, and gives them Di-
vine Authori-v for their fo being and abiding, A
(ver.17. doogicmre, whichis the 1. eAor. Jim-
per paf]. of dpogilopat [cparor ) be ye [eparated,
and the like Separarion was prophetically. dea
clared Ifa. 52. r1. which is more clearly - ex-
plained Rewa18 4. 10 wir, a feparation from
Babylon,




i 7 ‘
Hdd{Bdéylm) not from atrnc) Church of Chrift,
piwhich is the thing that ‘this Scripture’is
sanlbrougt}t to prove.
nt’,]r Z.T.lm‘ 3.5 1t Tim.6. 5. and 1 Tim. 5
YO’ 22. Timothy wasa Minifter of Chrift, expref-
”'.“Y deputed by the Apsfile (asOverfesr of the
gt Church at Ephefus 1 Tim. 1. 3,4.) to dictate
= and dired in matcers appertaining to Doctrine
M and Difcipline ; as appears 1 Tem.'3.14,15 -
176w, 4,6,7 11,and 1 Tim. §5.19, 30. T pre-
,‘ filme therefore, you will notaffirm, that the
g;;ﬂ_ Scriptures by you here mentioned,do pofitive-
£ ly command a particular member ( namely a-
gt Sifter ) to feparate or withdraw. her felf
¢ fromatrae Church of Chrit ; and how you
§ produce a neceffary confeguence fromany
gt ©ne of, or all thofe places in 7'imothy which
- Yo havecited co proveicis a duty command-
ot ed, I know not, norcan I imagine.

)

gt ' Norwas Timothy commanded to wichdraw
g and feparate himfelt from any true Churchof
(¢ Chrift, but to rejé& them, who having a form
g °of godhinels, were fuch notorious firiners a3
i arc'defcribed, 3 7im: 3.1,2 3.4,5. Thecolr,
ﬂw mand ver.s. iS, [ Kol TUTES &‘107"671'5] and fﬂ:]t&
W thou them, (notturn away from them, bas 7a-
o therturn them away ) that is to fay, caft cherm
¢ ourof the Church, or extommunicate them;
o 2nd fo for thac other Text, viz, 1 7im 6.4,5

ot The Evangeliff wascommanded to with%ra\‘{
' s ror

l.




(8
from fuch perfons as w)crc men of corrup
minds and defiitute of che truth, &¢. [ <ol
susp e Ty 1000070 Jwithdraw from [ich, And

~ whatis thisto prove, that any particola
" Member may wichdraw andfeparate himfelf
or her felf from a crue Church , which is the
marter to be proved by you.
As for Timothy being charged or comman.
, ded not to be partaker of other mens fing
1 Tim. 5 22. it hath its peculiar application
to the words immediately going before,to wit,
Lay hands [wddenly of no man. And admit it
hach not reference to thofe words, how doth
it prove the poiat in hand ? Wil you argue
this : Timothy ( aMinifter of Chrift, anE
vangelift, and overfeer of the Church of E
phefns ) was commanded not to be partaker of
other mens fins : Ergo, Any pariicular Mem-
ber may withdraw and feparate from a true
Churchof Chrilt, a¢c. Isthu# neceffary con -
fequence ? judgeyour felves,

2 Theff.3.6.ThisScripsure hathinita com-
mand unto the Church in Theffalonica (even
to the whole colle&ively and joy ntly)to wich<
draw from every brocher that walked difor -
derly. Bat hereisno command giventoany
Brother or Silter to withdraw and feparate
himfelf or her felf from the whole Church,
which is :he matset fill co be proved.

Eph.




(») B
' Eph. 5. 7,110 In thiz Epiftle the Apoftl¢
Orﬁ exhorted the Church of Sainesin Ephefus, Not
[# to walkas other-Genciles walked; chap, 4. vers
Al 17. 18 10. whofe fins he declared, chap- §.
icglt ver. 3. 4, 5. fhewing che danger thereof, ver.
mft“ 6, and - ver. 7. faith, [ @i ow e ovuuite
s bl Z’é”.d”’":"’] benot yetherefore partakers of thofe
things, or, be mot ye therefore parsakers with
malt #hofe Gentiles, And the 11. ver. isvery ade-
fin§l quate to bosh thefe verfions, and wil fitly qua-
ol drate ‘with them both, viz. Firft, with thé
Wil things, Axd bavé no fellow/hip with the #n<
it il froit fulworks of darken/s.Secondiy,wichthofe
jotf! perfons, namely, the Gentiles afore-tnentioned,
g bat reprove thems rather , ver. 11. Howevet
nE4 bere is nocommand given to any particular
- f- member to withdrawand feparate from the
roft Church of Ephefus, whichis the matter to be
s Proved, ;
e  Rem. 16.17. The Apoftle exhorted the
a-»Brethren at Rome, thatis to fay, the Church,
the which is meant by chat denotation, (85
q° 41522, 23. not Antioch ) to markther
el which canfed divifions and effences contrary £?
e tbe Dottrine of Chrift, and to avoid them. But
) here is no command for any member o0 fepa~
oy Fate from the Church. As forchofe Scricpures
¢ Cited our of che old Teftameat, pag- I't. chey
have not any clear proof, nor can any necefla-

ry confequence be dedu@ed from them tO
B pfove




A
rove yout opinion in this point; for, 1. The |
- Church ofthe Jews was a National, not a
Congregational Church.And, 3 They werenot §
commanded to feparate from thac Church, un
till God had given hera Bill of Divorcement #fF
for her Idolatry,&c Ho/. 2,1,2.

Doth the Prophet feremiab command any
particular Member to feparate from a true
Church of Chrift in thofe places you have ¢i-
ted, p.11. to wit, fer.50 8. & 51.6.45. &¢
Was Babylox a true Churchof Chrift? And
{sthe command given by the Prophet , unc
the people of God, to come out of, and flee
from Babylon,a pofitive command to any par
ticular Membertofeparate from a true Charc
of Chrift 7. Canyou draw a neceffary confe-

aence from thofe Scriptures to prove itadua
ty fo to feparate 3 : :

Your fecond Scripture-ground for this your§
opinion is, 7 ke wortky Examples pratlifing st ’
or (asyou word it, p.10 ) Examples of parts
enlay perfons aétnally (eparating, or hewing a
difpofition theveto. Trappears, you cannot fin
( tor you do not produce ) any one Example
in the New-Teftament, of any particula
Member that did either [eparare from a tru
Church of Chrift, or fhew a dipofitsom thereto f

And asto the Examples you have produced ' (ﬂ
out of the Old Teftament, pag. 11. 12. they ﬂﬂ
are no proof for your Opinion in this p ot

|
)

: oincl™
of Separation. Fol!
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. Sk o7 ’
,,T" For ( 1.) thofe pacticolar perfons were
giome of them Propiets, as feremiah, David,
grcﬂ'.othfrs were Priefts and Gowvernors | as Exra,
;b,ll‘ Nf/?fmtal{, and che LZevires ; and others were
“mﬂch‘ff Magiltraces, as Mofes, Samnel, Nehe-
miab, David; not any private Brethren and
4}48‘11‘3“’ of a particalar Church.- '
) 52- Thofe parcicalar perfons were Members
amoh the National Church of the féws under
fLe Ao/ uscql difpenfation of the Law, not
MMembers of a particalar Congregational
'vgﬂ’ChUrCh of Chriftians, nnder the adminiftrati-
e Of the Gofpel, whichis che fubjc& of the
g acftion in hand, ,
w 3- Thofe worthy perfonsdid not wichdravs
plad eparate from che Church of God, not
: ﬁf they thew any difpofition thereto, but
drom fuch multicudes, affemblies of wicked
w’dmgn, who did forfake the Lora, histrue Wor-
wlﬁrh‘ﬂ: and did fall to abominabie Idofatry, after
ﬂ‘:t e}r O_anvcntions', as fome of the Scrips
w ur(; Cited pag, | 1,12, doteflifie, efpecially
170n 1'1. T4, 15,16, ¢&c.
wnionm}r third Scripture-ground for yout opi-
i’m_d Ot Separation, 15, The fudgementsthreat-
#%¢d for ¢ e neglect of ir, p.12: to this purpofe

ﬂ%’_ihave cited feveral Scriprures, pag. 13,13,
b.f elrt”" I8;9‘- ard fer. 51, 6. the ]udgémenrs
;0“ € mentioned, are threatned againft thole

' B 2 people




peaple of God

ticalar Saing to forfake Zion,
from the Chuzch of Chrift ,

member 7 And whac is Cora
16.26. Benjamins cafe, Fudg.
cafe, fo. 7. 17.12« OF E

ber to [eparate

And the other two Scriptures whic
. cite, do witnefs Ifradls feparation from God,
3, 4. and fer. 7. 18,19. But what
cular Member to fe- o’{au
paraté froma true Churchof Chrift?

Your fourth Scripture-ground fo
s, T he ensff

Ifa.59-2,3,4:
ground isthat for a pmjti

on from atrue Charchof Chrift, 1

cOnTATING Promifes tothe prattifisg of it,p.1 3
Promile in all thofe

ave cited pag. 13,14,
~ ghardoth encourage fuch afeparation of 3 par-
rignier Member from a true Church of Chrify,

There 15 not any onc
Seriprures which you h

right in the Forms snd Ordinances
7 he Promifes, 2 Cor.6.17,1 8.
to the Clrurch of all
encourage them to
from Pagan-
before obferved in

gent Unco any particu

(12) 5
who negled to forfake Baby-~
Jons.and is that a Scripsure: ground for any par-

' andto {eparate
whereof heis a [f
hs cafe, Numb,
1g.20. Achans
phraim's cafe |
Hof.§-11. 1@ the eafe in hand, viz. to |

rove, That 1t’s the duty of # particular e~
{:ram 4 tyme Church of Chrift 2 il

r feparati

of God.

were mad
the Saintsin Corinth, to
be, and abide feparaied
Jdolaters , and 1dolatry , as wWa
the examination of thag

Seriprure DO thefe Promifes give encouragesiy
Jar Member to fepara

5

ro

h you

f

-

i

|



' The prowsifes Pfal.15.1,2,3,4,5. and Pfal,

@l24-3,4.5. are more applicatory to any paxti-
i 1cular Members who abide in the houfe of God,

M;.thm to.any Brother or Sifter that fhall wich-

Mrdraw ﬂl}d feparate from a rrue Church of

‘[‘; &[:éﬂ’ rightin the Forms and Ordinances of
( -

i (13)
Jf'rom a true Church of Chrift?

The Promifes Ezek 6 s G
’ eI FLOGWEE
iﬂyunto the Priefts and L‘tfuiﬂsf who kepe the
dharge of the Lord in his Santuary. And is
adthis a Seriptare-ground for any parricular
vhifM“!‘b“ to feparate from a true Church of
HChtift > Nor doth that Promife Fer. 15, 19-
Proveany thing to this purpofe.

"5”‘8 Tbc'promifca' Bleffings to Levi | Deut. 53,
(#0>12. andto Phineas, Numb. 25+ B ITRIREre
’,l; or cxecnting ]udgcmcﬂc impartlaHY upen
jo Ome of the rebellious 7fraelices for their Ido-)
ey in Joyning themfelves to Baal-Peor, as
i APPeats Exod, 33, 2 126,27,28,29, & Nnm.
|r1It 25. 1,2’,3,4,1 I,1 2,13: & Pfd.106' 18’ T
043‘31. And what encouragement is thisro any
g PArticular Member to feparate from a true

A Churchof Chrift 2 '

,a;nu And becaafe you feem 'to lay much weight
d Pon thefe promifed blefiings to Levi, [will
Ib’ take che liberty to fhew you hew 'weak you
# Prove your opinionand pradtife of Szparaci-
AN f(tom thence , by propofing the e4rgs-
o B 3 St




(1)
smcntation thereof, after this manner, -

The Judges-of Iracl were commanded to
flay the Hiaelites who had joyned themfelyes
unto Baal-Peor,Numb,25.1,£0 5. And

Phineas executed Judgement upon Zimri

an Ifraelite,and Coibi 2 Medianitife Woman,
Numb.25.6,7,8,14-
" God promifed fingalar Bleflings to Lewi
for oblerving his word, and keeping his Cove-
nant, and for executing Judgement impartial-
Iy upon his Brethren, and his own children,
Deur.33.8,t0 12.

Therefore thefe Promifes are encourage-
mentsand a Scripture-ground for any particu-
Jar Brother orSifter to feparate fom a true
Church of Chrilt, &e- Doth this feliaw from
thefe prémifes 2 ‘

The laft Scripture you cite for the proof of
rour Opinion and Pra&ife of Separation , is,
Hof.11.13. Fndahruleth with God , andwas
faithful with the Saints.

W hat encouraging Promife is there in this
Seriprure, unto the duty of Separation, which
you prerend to prove 7 Yea, what argument

" or neceffary confequence can you make from '
chefe words , toprove, That any particular
Member may orderly withdraw and ieparate
from a true Church of Chrift, right in the
Forms and Ordinances of God, for finand
defilement obftinately held fagt by them?which

In

s the point in hand.

G, e
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Inpag.r4. you pr(opsozmd an obje&ion, and
lf 8Ve three Anfwersuntoir, .
ol fT"J"“”ﬁVﬁ Anfwer,p.14.1.8,9,10.1 have
| More fhewed, 1, That thofe fingle Perfons that
jigl 27 commanded to feparate , are not any pri-
il YAteor particular Brocher or Sifter, but fome
2 rophet, Levite s Prieft, King or Governor.
™ Thatthey were not commanded to feparate
ot ;oM. a true Charch of Chrift, buc from Baby-
gli‘} ?’ fx_‘om Idolaters , and from thie Afemblics
jul OF Wicked and. ungodly men. 3. Thofe they
;I:larath from, were not right in the Forms
iff fnk Ordmﬁmccs of God, but fuch as had for-
i 3%en che righe way of the Lord, and fallena~
gl W2y to Idolarry,
i tho your fecond Anfwer, p. 14. 411, tO X6.
| S Youfay, What pas [pokem to Charebes,
f0 ”;; fpoken o cvery member of them.
A ber% =--Although confefs, That every mem-
4 the gﬁﬁi‘:ﬁo h:?:tl :rh;t’ the Spirit faith ante
§ mands whict yet 1do deny, that all the com-
o G Whicharegiven to any Church of Chrift
"“ Conpuniting) colle®ively , are o be pradifed
¢/ ly ‘X’erY Particularmember (divifim) feveral-
f],ﬂ \E;ichnd T will inftance in one of the Seriprures
E o, Y%u have cited, P ¥5. iz 1 Cor, §.45
3‘ W'h - h he church of Coarinth ( collettively)
thd of f)“ they were gathered togerher in the Name
! 4t Lord Jefns Chrift (eAnthoritarively )

d With the Power of the Lord Jefus Chrift, was
B 4 comm

14




(16)

commanded to deliver the inceftuous perfon g
unto Satan, v. 4, §. andto putaway froma.
‘mongit them that wicked perfon, z.13. And |J
although every Member of that Church wag!{!
¢0 hear what was fpoken to the Church,yvetnio |

particular Brother or Sifter was commanded
£0 do this; neither might any particular Mem-~
‘ber of that Charch, by virtue of the command
given tothe whole, take upon kim or herthe
Power and Authority to Excommunicate and
putaway that wicked perfon. And the fame
may be faid coricerning the Ele&ion ard Ordi-
nation of Minifters, and other Minifterial acti-
one, which ought not to be performedby par-
ticular Members. -

To your third Anforer, p. 14;15. whereyou

fay;s Therewill appear the fame (+f not grea-
ter)reafon of the Separationiof Oxe frem many,
as of ‘many from One , if the Ends thereof be
wonfdered; whereof you miention cleven, p.
e P b

T reply, 1B, In general.

What will your weak: Reafoning fignifie,
when your Scripturevgrounds. propofed | do,
fail of full proof (wpon examination) asl have
made plainly ro appear ? Seeing then the holy
Scripture of Truth doth not warrant your O-
pinson and Pratife of Separatien, your Reas
{on (being infirm)-capnot jultifie the fame.

2dy,

TSR A
— e,
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24! s In particular. .
Thofe]Ends (;th'cb]w P""P“‘_”"U OF. ge(‘,)g[
ration in general , may be obtained _“".t g
this untawryf feparation of cne P“”f;u-ﬁ,
brothes or fifter from a true churchof € '“OE
¢ e. which you fo' plead for, and caan :
prove. ' * !

. For, 1. The Name of God may be fan&is
fied.

2.. Holinegs may be encouraged and pro-
moted.) " /

3. Unholinefs may be reproved and e
ved,

4. Gods Blcﬂing and Prefence may be e i~
tained

5. Fallen fouls may be recovered and refto-
ed. '

I

6. Theclean wax may be kept undefiled.

: ¢ conti~
7- Union and- communion may be co
nued,

8. Both the Church and Members may be

. Preferved from wrathand judgement. .

9. They mg tefiific true love to each other.

1o, Thz W(Yzld may be kept from jufl canie
of offence, fcandai and ftumbling.

11, Others may hear and fear, céc, o

All thofe Ends may be obtaived by th
church, hey orderly admorifhing , and repre-

ving thofe parucular brethren or fifters who
Walk difordcrly.

2. By



(18)

2. By the Church ber orderly withdraw-
ing from impenitent perfons.

3. By the Churchesorderly excommunica-
ting and putting away obftinate and impeni-
tent finners. : X

Bofore 1 pafs this, Imuft remind you of
your former errot now again repeated , of
' begging the Qaeftion; for I cannot grant thac
any of the faid Churchesare guiley of the fins.
- youcharge them witch; yet if they were , the

Apofile bath taughe us, Thatanevil actionis
not to be done, that good Ends may be obtai-
ned, in that Khown place, Kom.3 .8.8anls pun-
ithment from the Lord for hiscafh offering fa-
crifice, 1 Samia3. isa fufficientinftance inthe
cafe.
Butyou fay, p-15.%425, 26, All whickh
' bolding good in the cafe of One, will much

miove hold good in many.

1 take your meaning to be this, viz. If all
thofe Ends hold good in the cafe of @ true
Church ber feparating from any one particular
siewber , they willmwch more hold good in the
cafeof any one particnlar member’s [eparating
from atrse Church. Andif thisbe nQt your
mesning, [ know not what you mean Unto
which 1 makethis Reply, viz.

" Rep.1. Ali thofe Ends wiil hold good in a

¢roe Church, her orderly dealing with, admo-
nifhing of, withdrawing from, yea,and caft-
: ing

o




19)
, ingout any One pa(i'ticular Member for fin
¥ obftinately held falt,cic.becaufe a true church
 of Chrift hath Authority and Power from
B Chrift, . and are exprefly and pofitively com-

y manded {o'to deal with, admonifh, withdraw

from, and to put away fuch impenitent and
lf obftinate Members, nod
( . Rep.a. Noneofallthofe ends wil hOldgqoh |
!ﬂ; ‘04 particular brother or fifter, his or her wit E
! , drawing and feparating from a true Church(l)d
l', Chrift for fin and defilement obinately he
0% falt by them, ( if any true Church Of.Ch“&
9 thould fo do, and could yet remain 'bis truc
ﬂ”: Church ) becaufe a particular, private perfon,
Brother or Sifter, bath no Authority or pow-
* crfrom Chrift, noris he or the commanded by
4 Chrilt o withdraw and feparace from a true
llh Church of Chyift. ¢ g
i In the end ofpag.15. and the beginning of
Pag. 16. you propound another obje&ion,
l‘ Which you branch inco fonr parss, und give fe-
¥ veral Anfwers chereto: from pag.16.t029.
Wherein,
Firlt yon confefs two forts of evils were
arged upon thofe Churchesin Afia, which

r ‘
% ch

vﬂo Chrift reproved, wiz,: Herefie, or falfe Do
i Ctrine, Apoftacy or [piritwal dccl’”ﬁon’pag'xéi
’ the four Laft lines. But

Secondly you fay, pag. 17: line 8.9, 10
g ],4; the Evils charged wpon them were not A=

ag . 2




Knewn snsqusty.

Rep. Was not the falling from her firk love,
& manifeft Breach of that Moral Law of God,
Dext. 6. 5. and Dexr. 11. 1,13, 22.and alfo
a breach ofthat Royal Law of Chrift, #Matth.
23.36.t0 40, ver. % Petox. 22, And her neg-
le& of doing her firlt works wasa tranfgreffion
of the Lawes of Chrift, written fam. 1. 22, 23,
25. Tit3.8. Phil.2.2. Allo theluke-warm-
riefs and the vainbosfting of che Churct: of che
Laodiceans was tranfgreffion againft the Law
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 2 Cor. 10, 5. fam.
4.16 Cel.2.18.anda manifeft breach of the
Law of God, Dewt.10. 12,13. S0 _were thofe
deeds which they were torepeatof, Rev 2,21,
23 Nor weve the evils charged uponthe
Churches of Thyatira feeret, for Chrift blamed
that Charch and her Angel for fuffering them
chat did teach and feduce hisfervants ( by
their falfe do&rine ) to commit fornication
and to eat meat facrificed to Idols,  Rev.
92D, :

To the fecond part of the objedion, pag,
19. line 6, &c. But Chrift owns them as Chur-
ehes, for (or notwithftanding ) all their de-
filements, baving wot remove d bis Candleflick
fromthem. '

This parr of the objetion you do very
plainly and fulty confefs, pag. 20. the two laft
lines,

(20)
ny manifefp breach of Morals , or publike |!

p—




- (21)
. lmfs:jour words are ‘thefe, Vit.
# _It wtrye, C‘lnr'i]? DS thems b Churches; has
’& Ving but newly difcovered 1heir fin,  giving
100& them fbace to repent | bt ppox STPeRILENCY
thhrcmm.. toremove their Canalefick and #n=
WE church them, and that qnickly too,Rev. 3 5.
= O my Brethrea ! had you deale thusingent-
o oufly all along in your Book, the point had
i* been out of Quekion. i
»,”; And were.yon yetfo ingenious after chis
% your confeffion of the truch, as to follow
‘ffl:: C_hriﬁscxamplc hetein, and ro waic patiently
Itk Chrilt remove the Candleftickand urchurch
71‘ any of his Churches, before you cicher feparate
{ﬂ’“ fom them your felves, or chus grour:d:cﬂy
I €ncourage orhers to wirhdraw and feparate
2 from them, Our controverfy would foon be at
ld‘ acend,and your eontention would cca._fﬁ" F’“.:
yw_are { cthar friy no morc) very difingent~
th obs in chis matter, for you have notonly con-
f'bz f?frcd the tryth, pag. 20. anf, 2. thecwo laft
i lines,and che thiyee firft lines of the 21 page,but
" you have alfp acknowledged that the practife
S Chriff herein 4 for our example in likeca-
) Je5: pag.a8, the four laft lines, and the four
lﬁ; ficft lines of the 19. page; your words are,7 /e
‘li wanner of Chyifts dealing with them. (to wit,
i the Churchyes i Afia) ke 1.difcoversandre-

Preves 2, Calls ¢ repemtance,for whick begives
¥ Jbaces then shreatuerh » 3f they repent mot, £
Wb

th




(22)

swithdraw , feparate from axd fight againft |bf

shem with the [word of b mouth y and
bis practife hevein, i for omr example in the
like eafes e And notwit hitanding both thefe
confellions, you perfift through your whole
Book to maintain your opini
pradtife of fepsration from trae Churches of
Chrift, before he have removed their Candle.
{lick and unchurched them. Yea, and ot only
fo, but you do eandeavour to caufe diviltons,
ind to make f{chifis in the Churches of Chrift,
by encouraging the particular members there-
of to withdraw and feparate from chem, Aflers

ting, that any particular member may, (‘yea,

and that it is their duty [0 to do)withdraw and

feparate from a-true Church of Chrift for
fin, &c.

But you fay, pag. 20. line 23. 24, 35, 26.
That it 15 the frequent and familiar pratife
of the Baptized Churches to veceive members

rom the Independent congregarion.: [epara~
ting themfelves for defilement in wor/Bsp.

The Baptized Churches have received fome,

“ who were members of the Izdependent congre-

sations, but not upon this principle oropinion |

offcpararion from a true Church of Chrilt for

fin and defilement. But
1. Some ofthofe Members have been con-.

vineed, that they ought to.be baptized, and

being they conld not ¢njoy, or be made parta-~
. ker

on and finfu}

)

—————

=

;
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4 !\'er of that Ordinancg otsC);od according to the
g nftication of Chrift in thac congregationvher=
j 11 Of they were members,they defired leave of the
i Church to joyn with fome other Congregati-
b‘;’A 0n, where they might be baptized, and fo de-
e parting by confent, have been received into’
it fome Baptized church, '
B 2.Some of the baprized churches do fuppofe,
o that the Independen: congregations are not
l“’ﬂg rightly conftituced, and cherefore think or are
%5, f opinion hag they are not true churchesof
Ibﬂﬂ Chrift according to the Gofpel. And thofe
KW churches have received feveralofthe members
4 Of the Independent congregations ; thought
(’]"J' thofe Particular perfons have not fo jodged of
"’ﬂo{ the congregations from whence they departed
{* as was beforefaid.

i At my private opinion is of the Indepen-
’i'ﬁ ent congregarions, not only fome of then’
) know, but moft of the baptized Churches do
# 2llo know , and my praife alfo in this par-
i “CUlal_' cafe of'receiving any of che members

, Oftheir congregations,

f’“’,, . And whereas you fayin the fame 20. pag-
£ bine 5. 6 Cce That the writiugs and prallsfe
10 both of former and lasser dd]f; witneffes, fr’ﬂf
 f Waldenfes, Wickliffians, Lucierans & Calvin-

g formerly. and 14, Brownifts,Independents,
:oﬂd “%d_Baptills laterly, whe have both in wri-
v 178 and praitife maintained [unch fepara-

r;:; tio’l, @v‘:. R:[’l




e e e
Rep. Willyour faying (fuch) a feparatis
on, {ave your credit, and make them the Pa-
trons of your rigid and irregular fepatation,
which'is aozhing fuch 2 I prefume you-cannot i
Ahew gany of their writings,where they juftis
fe fuch a’ feparation as you plead for , and I
prachfe. And ifyon coulg produce fome pafy
fagssinany of theit writings in favour of your
opinion, yer the coafent of many in any opi+
nionin Religion wanting proof of, Scripture,
doth only render itto be a-greater ercor and
the more dangerous o berectived. .

‘And for thofe Godly Menof blefled memo-
ry. ( namely, Mr. Burrowes, Mr. Cotton, and |
M. feffe.) 1¥s well knownl they were neithee |
of your opinion not practife touching feparas
tion :+ nor do any of thofe places that -yon |
¢ite out of their Books, pag. 20: reftifie, thac
ehey were for fuch a fepara: ion, towits Zhat a i
pari scular member may feparate froma Church
right in the forms and ordinances of God for fin,
¢ fo long asChrift ewns them for his Chrrch,
and bath ot vemoved the Candleficks mor #n-
chstrched them. '

To the thizd parzofthe objedion, pag. 214
line 4.5, 6. viz. Bug it i {2id in the third §

lace T hat herewere thofe that kept clean not-
withffanding in vhefe defiled Chxrehes. v

= And in your Arfwer 1o PAR 21.lin. 7. &c. §
you fay, Suppofe there were [uch good men that

kept
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lﬁd’ _’(tpt clean imthofe defiled Churches, &c. And
' your fecond Anfwer"dp. 21. 1. 16,c¢c. vou

ol j-—aZ’L” 3 allo be minded what before was hin-
nﬂ”,' ted, Tl_u{ Chrift had bus juft aifcovered thesn.
iu{t&{f':, LIVing them admonition, and wasting for
ﬂﬂ“ g L which (bace it might not be sm-
’pJ‘Pvr’oP" foown them a5’ Chﬂ}rcbu,‘d"c. Andin
Yog‘l};Our‘ 3ddﬂﬁ p.22, 1.6‘ @';. you faV, [fi;
‘0?# hon d A b.<fmgpoﬁ’d bere swire fuch moral defiles
[urﬁ};"’“ % ﬁ‘-"{«q-‘/’!‘?“]-)"‘r wonld there be no necef~
.3“‘. L Y to L:anc[ude, T hat they were inf,,/lc,m”m,(
" o wtfhfuc:b #defiled Congregation . withons
:wcfzracudmf with them fyr ’b‘i’ﬁ";fdf it might
4 b:{i‘,‘,l’?'fe_d(fav YOu )T bat the lean Members
i;htfr : man.‘f"ﬂtdfomr At that rm'gbt P”f"‘”"
Dﬂﬂ" ;l_”'f;’unt} . ?bit‘b mnﬁ be fan’;p wi;nef} Pry
Ouér;'.,: » and aealing with the fin ac cording te
‘flﬂ('-y e WIJ‘C,VJ they might do by exhorting , warn-
W A4 reproving. MORrRing over them <w'4iz£ng'
f‘b or :bczr repentance. L]
b, o 0% Brethren, you feem to be ingenious

:f}”ai‘::’.?:':?‘;;"d Filﬁrvwllicln you fuppofe, 1s mo_ﬁ
'”Sd;do ,&h:he Tiarh, towic, 1.That chofe in

b “’;e“-) t;lhad ot defiled cheir Garments,’
M om lrt cizn . did not feparate chemfelves
1%y qt;e(‘h‘"ch' 2. Thatthey were watch-
naf’ap;i‘n?,t-(f’“ffrvcd their Puricy, by witneffing’

,f]‘w w\‘x‘f;,;:cgqrdtng to Rale.” And 3. [hat

Renencn . atting (as Chrift did) for their
it teance, And'if you wonldalfg he fo inge-
i : s i e nious




(26) 1
nious as to acknowledge, That thofe fem| iy
Names in Lozdon who have uot defiled theip]
Garments, ( if you think there beany fuch )
might likewife prefervetheir Purity, and keep |
chemfelves clean from defilement, by witnefs
fing againft fin according to Rule, and byly
waiting for their Brethren and che Churcheg| {if
Repentance, ( according to Chrifts Example-) Jj
and yet (as you fay) own them for true Chur,
ches until Chrilt remove cheir Candleftick,and
not feparate from them until our Lord Jefug
have anchurched chem for their impenitency 4
and obftinately holding fatk cheir fin,notwithe|

ftanding Chrifts Admonitions and Reproofs . |l

then (1 {ay again) our cortroverfie would be

atanend, andyour contention would ceafe, A
Buc you labour itill for feparation, and would |§#

have that granted which you cannot prove, {] ‘
and therefore query (in the next words p. 22
1.22,23,0¢.) Might they not proceedyet in a
further degree, viz. Separating from them,and &
waking Apart, cven ix Sardis,in the fame City | I
for their Repewiance and beyst reckoncd of |
them. , S
Rep. Obhhow, you love Separation, and
lean to your own opinion ! And, how fain
would you heg ihe Quetion , though under a
12int contradiction ? Confiderwhat you fay,
Conld thofe few Namos in Sardis be feparated |
Jrom the Chirch s and yet bereckosed of the
: Churchi




| Gy, |
HECbxych 4t the (ame ti 2 Lysrk
{tghébimﬁlf? Jamevime | and that by |C;7rtf
yh  Bur not fatisfying your felves with chis con-"
1k‘dtrad‘&'°ﬂ, YOu query again (inyour next
it words, p. 22 & 23.) Might it not be under=..
AW ord according to T ek uudour known, £ -
{qu:f':“”“'s Thas 4 Remnast or particular Socie= !
npm;’ Snagreat Cisry | wight kecp clean, whilff o
Cb“fA",C“”g”gmiom $5.ths fame City.are defileds;
,sf‘ g ”’_Ron}f (weve) feveral Churehes, wheresf
}ngﬁ’"" 4 privareboufes  Rom. 56. 3, 4, §e7ek 5
;gnd"’pured but one Church. The Aike in the. City
:witbcok”rs, where weread of 4 Church in Phile-
ooff‘mzn b l“”._ﬁ’, Phil. 2. yet both pipused but oné
,[d‘l,:g ’;”":ha:lz.l the Church of rkré»l( {iians, &
Calfo 3 : 73 87
i, e 4 i G G
o, P~ By this third Query von feem to afs.
‘ z;ferc, and affirm ic to b%ccos;d?ng totruch and
: jpyour exXperience, viz, z
4 T+ That there were more Churches than
5’!’#}}9"‘ cvenin Sardz, asthere was in Rome | in
40-0/1,and as there is in Zondo. |
i ¢ Z That thofe few Names in Sards who
af : not defiled cheir Garments, were a fepara-
fﬂp.“ fMmnant, or a particular Society in thac
jer=1Y> Who kepe thermfelves clean;, whilft ocher
i~ 8regationsin the fame City were defiled.’
Mrc i That yer notwichftanding chey were,
(i *¢koned of them, & were all but one Church’
gt ¥ C 2 of
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of God, asitmay be iad of the
od in Londos.

¥ This fuppofition of yours is no proof of
your Opinion and Pra&ife of Separation; for
ifamong the Churchesin Sardis fome feparate
from the reft,as not to be cimmunicaced wichy,
~ how then can the whole, ( towit, thofs that
feparate,and ‘hofe from whom they feparate) ¢
be accounted but Ore & hurch ? |l
Ard if thofe feparated from , aretobe ac. | '
counted a Chureh , as well as thefe thatfepa
rate, then what means cheir feparation ¢ And
what warrant from Chrift, or whatcomfort or [
peace of Confcience can fq'ch feparate Chur- hof
ches have in {tanding at fuch a diftance from

the other churches, themfelves being fiill re-)

puted one church with th'em- Is it according i
to truth, and may i be faid of the church of

Godin Lyndsn,1 That there arefeveral church<Jfy
cs inthisgreat ciry.z. That thofe feveral chur-
ches are reputed but one charch of God|
3. Thattherearc a Remnant or particular So-
ciety in thisgreat Ciry, who keep clean, whilft
the bcher congregations in the fame city are

hough thatRemnant or

‘defied, 4. Thatak
p;rticular Sociery have feparated themfelvegd ¥

from all the defited churchesin Laondon , - yetj
they may be rec xoned of them, and areall ¢

it reputed butone church | viz. th
chutchof Godin Londos. And may it be fof
wnder

Church of
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¢ :de"“""“( 5 yom [ay ) according to truth,

in el .k"OW"_CXPeriencc,uf thofe few names
¢ 10 Sardis? Andif \cwere fo in truth , will it
o hence follow ,+ Ther any particutar member
frgtl may ﬁparatcfram atrue Chureh of Chrift for
£ c. 2 which is the matcerin hand,and the

]

""1‘( Point fill to be proved. .

{
o ° Tothe 4¢h pare of the Obje&ion, p.23. /.
¢ YO But Chrift weither reproves for being
W ﬂl';, nor commands tofeparate from them.
WJ in rhnro which you give ineffe& chis anfwer,
il ¢ €19, & 20/ines of the23. page, T hat
‘tlo; PI::”J"::{J’ ba‘&liﬂg been pl‘u'n{] 'g;"yg” i’;;tlﬂr
' , 2 YEMay not expe £ i} (hould now
'ftr}:’ A vepeat them, L e Al
ll“’scj?"" You have not quoted one place 0f
it "'Piure where Chrift doth plainly command
: qcPartxcular Member to feparace from a erue
o ourchh!“’h‘m Chrift owns them , - and waits,
:h“’th;ft ¢ic Repentance, which was the cafe of
X tlc'.:hurches in Afiaarc that time, and for a-
Satry !'N8 you have fuid, or can fay to the con-
,iﬂa “‘;'Y.thls partof the Obje&®ion flands firm,
r"‘“? ' true, wiz. That norwi hitanding there
y 0Cre fcveyal defling fins bho-h in do@rine and
tM_cnn"Erfamm among fome of thofechurches
/ ':0 fﬁa‘.a"d alfo, that fome fuffered thofe fins
0 ';m:lnamOngﬁ chem; for which fins our
o 21d Jefus reproved thofe charches, and cheir
Y inifters, yea, and chrearned chem, if they did
b : Cs3 add

[
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their fins; yet Chrift owns
hes, and doth neither re-
particular member for ha-

add.impeniten'cy-to
them for his Churc
prove or blame any

ving communion wit
mandany particnlat member to feparate from

thofe Churches of his, whilit he is waiting for
their repentance and. reformation : Chrifts
pradife herein (as you have acknowledged,
a0.'19. line2,3. and. pag. 20: the ‘two
- faft lines, and peg. 21 Jin. 1.253.) being for

you are pleafed to propo
But thereare fins in thefe.who

end, Obje&ion,
- feparate, and particular agreements in Wri.
1Ty whichwe [ee%0 warrant for in the Scrip-
turés 3 3 :

To the fordiet part of this obje&ion,you fay
pag. 24 lin¢ 1,2 Tyue it 15,in many things
swe offend all ;e and pag. 20.1in€ 19.20,23,
2 4o and are men oflik;pa/]iun.f, it may be, with
thefe wrfrpavatrfrom,c;’*c. ‘

It is well ryout are found acknowledging
your felves men fubje& to like paffions as o-
ther men , and 1. many thifigs offenders, y
fhould heartily rejoyce to fee you cordial and
thorow in fearching and judgmg your own
felves and wayes by the word of God, duly

confidered and: rightly underftood, efpecially
and more particular )

ly. examining thereby the

h them: nor doth he com. |

path|
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path of feparation,whereinyou run on fo con
towgfﬁdemly-B‘Ut Ifear your coneeffion is but_.mattct‘
g & Of form , che more fecioﬂﬂy to ufherinyout

orb‘ hcavy and uncharita le(tofay xo wor[e)charge
,cf":’ And accufation of your brethren. 1}
M Tou further fay p.24.1.5 6,7. The Scrip-
Bt 2Hres pur 4 differtnce berwixt finming@ finning,
:htc{ werihy oy confideration through every part of
fdﬁ'b”f”bj‘&, €& cy and pag. 25. lime 12,135 144
g1 Canfes in chicf for feparation fram any that
18" 27 TIght in theforms and erdinancesof God,
.ﬂwy°“ Nominate and innumerate p. 25.and 26.
o thofe heinous fins, viz. 1. Hakitual hypocrifle
‘nd“-‘”‘d want of uprighsnefs-=tnfefted by double
""Anmdd”'f-"“"”vt vegarding the word of God
W ¥hey havy, profeffed, nor the Worksof God they
Sfﬂ "Wﬁ{rrmrl_y owned. 8, Imbracingthe prefent
r’»arld ¥ thesy oppertunity,and making # leagme
,00' "_ffellowjbip or confgdergcj with everyﬁnﬁxl
,};iﬂ!mnroﬁ. 3. Demying, yea [wearing awdy the
0 X1¢adlbip or Lordfip of hims thas bawght them,
M Paving [oft thejy hearts for truth. 4. Prefump-
.tuous defpifers of the Law of God. §.Conform-
:df:‘ﬂ,".'g Hhmany ordinances of worfhip to the invens
W F208s of ey, through divers Infts, agasnft for-
’,rs;‘me;‘« profefled Jeparation therefrom. 6. Openly
‘3|4\’fmmng, and fecretly [upplassting their fellow
f Ov‘[e""“‘”. who run not with them tothe fame
5 dlfx“f’- Thefe are the fins,which (you fay pig-

é/ci’lzi- line 52, 1 3514.) Jous dcﬁrs crrefully to ob-
: C 4 Jervi
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ferve as caufes in chicf.of your [eparation, e,

Rep. 1acknowledge thefe are very grievou
and God-provoking fins : AnddidI knowa. |
ny congregation of profeflors to be guilcy o #i
thofe great iniquities, and the matrer ang
charge of (bofe fins madeoutby clear progg
and demorflrazion, (asyou advife before fo

Paradon. pag- 8. Co;'xf, 4..) and afrer ail meang ) i

ufed to help and beal ‘that congregation,
there fhould be yer an obftinate perfiftin

in thofe firs impenitently, and a deferdin
ofthe fame, ((asyou feem to makethecafc‘
pag.9- the fivelaft lines, ) I fhould cnnclude,
that chat congregation is not a true ( hurch of} fL4f
Chrift, bee ufe chey do not hold the head, Coy |

2.19. bur are ferfual not bavirgthe Spirie (%

walkine a'ver their own lufts, fade 16,19 £
And iudgn:g that Chrift hath removed u;i A
Candleftick, and hath unchurched them, and| fig!
forfaken them, I would alfe forfake them (agl ¢

being a part of Miftical Babylon, fer.15.8 9 | il
10.) and joyn my felf to fome true Church of| il
Chrift, who isnot poluted withthofe defilinghitg
{ins.

plainly, T do not believe that any one of thef (!
baptized ( burches inthis Cicy;y (whereof you Hf
or any of you wer¢ members, or with whog

But, my Biethren, give me leavetotell yoy

you formerly bad, and held communion, and |

from ‘whom you have withdrawn and fepara_ |
: ted)l




¢ ted ) are (or were then ) ‘puilty of thofe hai-
nous fins.  Add you cannoc juflifie yourfepa-
A4 Tat%on from the Churc .’ ;
koo memb e Churches whereof you were
ol ¥ in ers, upon yeur own declared pronnds,
/ mn ef;_: you' can make clear proof, and full de-
y "; n:l"sh’f"“““, that they are guilty of thofe hai-
,fo‘ '“qun;{n,v’f and th_ar after you witnelTed orderly
| ﬂl‘d ol ‘hd J(glfe wickednefles, and ufed all means
‘#ff: mtch? and heal'them, yet chey perfified obfti-
.,rf B i ’da”d impenirently to hold faft the fame
o) tcr‘"’“” did defend them, and fo ran into greas
che 1 WO’_;:'I thereby 5 _Conﬁdcr again your own
0 iy lir;cm‘g. 9. the five laft lines, and the feven
huﬁb Bre ;Uf(hc 10. pig. of your Book.
fgd,ql caﬁnt ren, before 1 conclude this matrer,
" Taminc & but earneftly increat vou to €x-
46" be“ch} 0‘;: own confcierces, wherher you ¢o
,ytda ty of th t‘. atany of the fiid Churchesare guil-
3”’&‘ ad nno '{abommab]e fins mentioned by you,
B s e iR S
s ing for m‘f’;} them adbering o, and Eontcnd-
01 the Saing ¢ faich and worfhip once deliveredto
dcﬁw Allin m:" And areat chis day hazarding cheie
L of Chy ‘n‘:‘ial ' avd pragifing the ordinances
“l”d Chrift apa ;fﬂrmng to rhe patcern deliveredby
et an& bis Apoiles, As alfo,xhattherchach
of f{ the P"'We’run amongft them a tender regard to
9% of their me beodImefs,and the holy walking
2 % all thof b”“ ers; and chat che only ground of
F‘P;ﬂ ¢ bitcer Inve@ives againft them is, and
¢ hath

"

16l
)

e0




hath been,
fome new n

ment, lately enterta
unwarrantably maintained by you.

otions relating toCevil govern,
ined, and unbrotherly, yea

And now having

weighed all that you
sour opinion and pradife of feparrtion, Ido

teltifie agairft you in this matcer, and affirm,
that your fepar
affert, that you who havewritten this Book,
and co juftific it, have canfed divifions and of-
fences contrary to the do&rine of Chrift; yea
and I1do deny any of thofe focieties or congre.'
_ gations which you,orany of you have plant-
ed, or gathered upon the feparation you plead
for and praife, to be true churehes of Chrift
in Gofpel order.And I do declare,that none of
thofe baptized chur
ned in publifhing their confeffion of faich )
. ought to own yout Affemblies as true

churches of Chrift,nor have Gofpel communi.
pronwith yo
whereof you wer
any of you wit
felves thus diford
cher mourn overy
Chrift hath givent

forefiore you again;
And now ye purpofe to keep #nder the childyn

of fudah and Ferufalem for boxdmen and bosd.

Womey

o members, andfrom whom
erly and finfully, fhould ra.

hem to helpand heal you &

HaRr TR
their not clofing with you in |,

ferioufly confidered and |
have faid indefence of |!

arion is a fchifme; and I do alfo

ches ( who formerly joy~ §

uor them ; but thofe churches i
hdrew and feparated your |
ow,and ufe the power thac [§

confider 2 Chros. 28.10, 1



http://focict.es

(33)

o S®omen unso yom:but arerhere nor with you even
@™ith you, fins aguinftthe Lord your God ? Nor
(»Y‘ca" your writcen Agreement make'your con-
~ Bregations true Churches, which you fomuch -

arlg_and with fo lirtle ftrength of Scripsure)plead
¢ J: Or: pag.36. Anf. 2.a0d pag. 27. "

d‘t I cannor but wonder greacly , Brethren,
@0 find you pleading for mutual writtenAgree-
Jiments as of fuch excellent ufe,and fo neceffary
o0h* Ot communion in the Churchesof Saintsun-
‘ oloer the Gofpel, fuch agreements having been
g t}l!’POf?d by thc baptized: Churches, becaufe
g : ere is no Law, or command given by Chrift
30! fl‘ ll\:s Apoltles, for making or requiringany
)lcfﬁ “fc -agreement or covenantas the Shibboleth
bl 0 Chmch-communion; Nor prefident or€x-
“‘d'fﬂpgbm any fuch thing ( pracifed by any of
ol urches of Chrift, ) lefc upon recordin
ih) L0 new Teftament. But you offer one text out
il ©f the new Teftament, and fay your written a-
gk 8reement is doubelefs contained in that Scrip-
ché tare, (oratlealt a proof forit,) to wit, Re?»
pof 14+ 3, 4. the words are, Aundthey [ung anew !
Iou( fong before the Throne, and before the foxr
{1 Jimﬂ‘,aﬂld the Eldeys: and no man conld lears
b 'h‘"f"”g, but the hundred and foursy and fonr
gl ! oufand, which were redeemed from theearth,
A0 Thefe are they that arc sor defiled with womes,
i for they are Virgins thefe arethey which follow
i the Lamb whither[oever- he goeths Thefe were
o | vedeemed




16) .a
vedemed from awong men, being the firft frmipfly
swto God, androthe Lamb.

I have read che text and weighed everylfift
branch chereof, and yetIcan under(tand nod ¥
thing in this Scripture to prove any written a4l
gréement,muchlefs fuch an agreeme At asyourgii
is, and which you plead for, hereis neithegdh
Name nor Thing. Were itany of the leadepd;
or pnides of the Biptized Churches,that fhoulg
do fuch a thing, you would ( at leat fomeof
you | fear wou'd ) wich very great IndignariJy
oncall it an Antichriftian ufurpation upop
the confciences of men.

Buta word or rwo'to your Poftfcrip, pag
28. Thi enicavowr (you [ay ) being fromli
[uch as bave decply confidered the feafon of iy Bl

“as well as the (ubjiét of it ¢, i

Rep Alas, my bre hren, is this DAY op)

Facobs trouble, afit feafon to caufe divifiong |f

apong the precious Saints of God,and to mak e /1§

feparations and fchifms in the churches el
Chrift? |
" Youfay, pag. 28 line 13,14, 15, That you I

bave long corflicted herewsih sn tears before the iy

T hrone, with Travel of fonl alfoin confultar; i

on abowt this cafe (of [epration) Gre. B )
" Rep. Thefearegood words, but I do hearzily g
wifh you in the bowels of our Lord Jefug |ff]
Chrift, Brethren,to ¢xamine the root of yoy f
i‘ghifm aud {eparation; Whether it be not fp;, |
: Titaal |* L
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"“‘gma] pride, envy, affeQation and defire of

Omination, efpecially in fome principal fea=

o '-’::eoff the party in thisfinful fcpgrarimr\., who
Mehes ‘::;m[trly private members of thofe chur-
ff'fan‘d 'd“-lc ) for many years have been known
0% 16 1y : E‘gu‘ﬁ’cgi throughouc thefe threeNati-
g rybt ¢ir confeffion of faich o een publithed
M ubferibed in the name, and by the confent
:“’j,w l:hPPUlt}mlmc of the faid churches. Unto
el 3\:c fﬂmh flion of faich the churchesthat you
136‘the fofg_ﬂath from, and do now brand with
P’ry fain mentioed hainous fins, ( chough ve-
t()n;_mry ) do yet, ( for Ough: { know to :h-c
hyon (y )dltcdtaﬁly adhere: And if fo,it 15
"’.Poi’t’at|z‘; %ot the Churches ) whohave As
fPfaich wst'- i‘and fallen, yea, departed from the
fo publ}tc you therein confeffed & profefled

: “membe CIY » When you were ( 1fay )private
0 ace e;s A thor“hurches-, bur finceth«t of
n’Nthofzc rsyou have feparated your felves from
5 Pring; :ll;ches' and havetaken upon you to be
have 2‘ feadc's in chat finful feparation, you
falfo, anlaj,d divifions in other ‘congregations”
Mences oo hotedivifions, contentions, of-
'ﬂ‘moned, a"f’ {eparations, which you have occa-
ties w’hyo‘1 bave gotres two or three focic-
f‘ib’"l’\d’cm 'ch you call clean churches, and count
lc('-dnd ac congregations of fepuraced Sainre;’
YOITMchf Privase Brethren, are become prblike
1 7% yea, and fome of you have ufurped

i tl‘:c_
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the Minitry of Chriff, and takenpon you' gt
difpence all the holy ordinances of God , an i
exercife dominion over your Brethren and §§
fters,asif you had commiflion, auchority ang
power from Chrift, his Church, and the ho|y '
Spiric of God f0te d». But inftead of rubbingd
this fore any longer, I fhall conclude ( as yoyd
do) Befecching you in the bowels ofbrq
therly love, to read and confider thofe Scrip,
tures, 2 Chrom. 28. 10 Eph. 4.1,3,3,45.6
Phil. 2.1, 2,3:C04. 3. 12,13, 14, 15, famiill
3.1,2,1;,14,t5,16,17,18 ver. ]

The good Lord immercy-and pity to youd
precious fouls, open thefe Scriptures unto ‘Y()u
and open your underftanding alfo, aud turg
you from the error of your way of feparation
Amen, and Amew. s







