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" Ingenious Reader,

‘ j Am to inform thee in the Year Ninety and One

I publithed a Book, which contained my Confei-

] . entious Grounds for the Baptizing of Proicﬂqd

' Believers only 5 in which Treatife there was an Indi-
| cation, or an Account of one of the firft Arguments

| for Infant-Bapti{m ; namely, That in it the Grace and

.| Mercy of God was given, and that it was to fave an

1 Infant in apparent Danger of imminent Death from pe-

. rifhing : And moreover, that it wafht away Origina

" Sin; fee the Muleveran Conncit, and the Fifth Coutcil of
| Carthage, in the Year four hundred and fixteen 5 which

| Error was about that time confirmed by the Pope and
| his Council, Now forasmuch as I have afferted
| 10 my Book of Baptifm, pzge 70, 113, 114. that we
 know a better 'way to wath off Orizinal Sin from
| dying Infants; namely, the .Blood of Chrift, and the
1 Impuration of his Righteoufnefs. This very paliage
- juft before mentioned, hath been the principal Caule
| of Difference between me, Mr. Shuse, and Mr. Mence s
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I didnot add, that Infants have Fajly
my Opponents have drawg
ally followed my Pofiri.
Damned : Whether this be

and that becaule
in out 'Lord's Righteou(nefs,
this Conclufion, as if it natur
on. then Infants muft be Damned:
not a non feguitur, 1 leave toa judicious Confideration,
And doubelefs to count this Dorine Mountebank-Dj.
vinicy ; thatis to fay, Dying Infants being faved by Ehe
T nputation of Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, calls for fuitable
Repentance ¢ And fsit not a th}ng'unaccountab}c,. that
WMy Mepce hath prade fuch a ftir about Infant 'babltlla[.
Falth, and yet-hath not given his Reader one folid Argu.
ment to inform his ]ll::}g;menf about it in his whol;- Book.
Moreover, becaufe I afle rted - that. the Infants of
Telievers, 85 they ate thelr flethly Seed, are not in
¢he Covenant of race, Mr. Mmdg‘h&s fuggefted to
Pulpit, as it 1 held this Te.

his Auditory, from his Pu ) ;
pet, That the Seed of Believers are abfolutely fhyy

out of the Covenant of God; and draws this Concly.
fion before the People, asif it were the Emanation of
my DPrinciples, then Infants muft be Damned. I {up~
pofe fome Turks and Pagans would have abhorred thyg
to deal with Innocent and true Principles, and from
erue Premifes draw fuch falfe and ridiculous Congly.
fions ; and from afferting Infants being faved by Chrifpy
Righteoufhels, he ' infinuates as if that Pofition de.
nyes them Smé}lﬁcmo:), and fo could not enter intg
the Kingdem of Heaven, What can be a greater Re
fleftion upon the purifying Merits of our Bleffed Sayjr
our 5 can they want Santification that are wathe in hj.

Blood » furely No: | AT .

Tdid always believe Juftification and San@ification
in the fame fubjeét, 1n Conformity to the Apoft]e’s
Doltrine, Bt you 8¢ wafbed, but you are fantified, by
you are jiified, 8z, (1COr 6. 11.) The holy PfO’phe
Feremy predi@s, that the Name wherewith Chr[f{

fhould be called fhall be The Lord our Righteoufy,s
2

would it not be difingenuous for any to infer from th
e m
words, that ke denyed Sanctification in the fame téx:{c

jeét,
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~ jet, becaufe he doth not mention it 5 yet this my An-
 tagonift has done by me, It hath been no Doubt with
\fl ‘mc many Years, that the Father’s Election, Son’s Re-

demption, and. the Spirit’s Sanltification, all favingly
affett the fame fubject. Concerning the Truth of
the Matter of Fa& mentioned none can queftion, if they
confider that I have by me the Hand-writing of the

| very Perfon who took it as it was delivered in the Pul-

pit; and to anticipate any undue thoughe, as if it were

" written by one prejudiced agaioft Mr. Mence, 1 do af-

fure you he hath a’ very great Veneration and Refpect
for him, and if I am not miftaken, is his conftant Audi-

ol tor. Thus 1 have given you a fﬂ,i[‘ Oppertunity. to

confider whether my Opinion gave M. Mence any juf
ground to Preach and Print as he has done, ( namely,

That my Principle inevitably excludes dear Infants out
of the Kingdom of God,and that I am audacioufly cruel

. to them, fending them by fwarms into -Hell, calling my

Principle Infant-defbroying-matter 5 and that the Darts ¥
would ftrike into their Hearts and the Hearts of their
Children, difcovers me more to be an Inveterate Enemy
than a kind Brother, as he faith in his Epiftle. My Read-
er is to judge whether fush Inveétives are the Emanati-
on of my Principles, or rather of a diftempered Mind.

Thofe things atorefaid thro’ my Opponents Preaching
fpread all about the Town, and hath dolefully ruvg 1
my Ears as I bave walke the Streets 3 There goeth Mr.
Collins, who holds the - Damnation of In{dﬂ”i}ho .Prl'i‘
bably Iam larger in my Charity than he, being ‘"Cni;
ned to believe all dying Iotants in the Elettion @ o
Covenant of Grace,tho’ fecret things belong to God s
that if the good Providence of God had not Prevenced%m!
Throat might not only have beea cut with a Feat grc,
which was his own faying, but might have been m 37
effectually done another way. 1 could’have Ell"enh:“
great a probability of this Matter, which “0? the Ho-
made your Ears tingle, but that I am tender ©

) ), ion,
nour of the Gefpel mdAm§ Oppongass ‘cPu:::;:l)gh
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though he hath endeavoured to ruine mine. I having
been thus greatly abufed, it came to the Ears of my Bre.
thren in the Miniftry, who upon hearing of the. fame

fent for Mr. Mence, and when he
eane, they received him as a Minifter of the Gofpe] ;
at which time two things he mentioned to us as hjg
trouble : Firff, That his words were mifreprefented ;
to which Anfwer was made, that they fulpended the
total Crediting of what was declared to them ’til| they
fpake with him himfelf. The Second thing offended
him, was my joioing Tranfubftantiation with Infanes
in Covenant, and Infants habitual Faith, in my Book
The Ansidote proved @ Counterfeit, page the 4th. The reg.
fon of my uniting thofe fo alike in fhape, ard of fo
near akin, youwll hear more of hereafter in Anfwer up.
to his Book. Much Difcourfe there was pre and cop
between the Minifters and him. And when the Minifters
defised Mr. Mence to give his I_{eafons why he cal_legl my
Dodtrine before his Congregation Moqntebank-Dx_vmit; b3
he pave no direc Anfwer, but evaded it s and at his pare.
i::;r“I told him that I expected fatisfaction for feveral Aby.
fes which T then mentioned unto him, which you wij]-
find contain’d in the Letter at the end of this Account,

here fhewed him how Uncop.

Moreover, it was t!
clufive it was to infer Infants muft be Damined it

they have no habitual Faith : And further fheweq
him, that if Infants have habitual Faith, they myp
have Patience, Long-fuffering and Repentance, whijch
are all in the fame Subjeét where Faith is. = Agaiy
he was alfo askt who was the ODbject of ap In:
fa0t’s Faith? unto which he made no folid Ap,.
Iwer. *Tismoft certain that the Minifters Carriage ¢,
Mr. Menge deferved betder from him, if he had confide.
red that fome there prefent came not behind him i
Pletv, Parts, or Learning ; and fome old enough to be
h"’_ Father. 'Neither did that unchriftian and ’unman.
g""{" Speech become his Funétion, when upon Pt
rethiens happening to fpeak together, he replyed, 1¢

ye

in a Chriftian Spirit,
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ye intend to Bait ‘me, deal fairly, and flip your Doggs
one by one, and afterwards boafted of it among his
Friends.  And whereas Mr. Mence in his Book more
than twice or thrice calls me Challenger, and Bold Chal-
lenger, let me give you a plain Account of that matter s
When he was with our Minifters, I fate filent for a con-
fiderable time, and being about to offer fomething to
him concerning the matter in Debate, he interru pted me
with thefe words, * Mr. Collings, I will Difpute thefe
“ Points with you at any time ; unto whicl I replyed.Sir,
as foon as you pleafe. Now I having been thus great-
ly wronged, as you have heard, upon the ending of my
three Sermons on 4ds the 24. in the hearing of his Son,
who writ my Difcourfes in Short-hand very curious
and fpeedy : I declared then that I was willing to ac-
cept of Mr. Mence his Propofition which he made
before the Minifters, to difconrfe the Points in Con-
troverfie, which you have in the Letter at the lat-
tet End, whether this was any more then accepting
of his own Challenge, let the Reader judge. :
Moreover, let me inform you furthcr, that a lit-
tle time after my firft mentioning in publick that Iwas
willing toaccepe of his Propofal made before the Elders,
e fent me this little Line of Lattin, i.e. An Infantes
Jidelium fint temporibus Evaugeljj insfadere Gratie 5 affir-
maiur 5 which in Englifbis thus, Whether the Infants
of Believers in the Times ot the Gofpel are in the Co-
venant of Grace * Icis affirmed : Which Queftion doth
not take in the Terms of the Controverfie ; for, who
ever deny'd that the Infants of Believers, wit. ﬂ)_cg
as are elefted, arc in the Covenant of Grace? of whicl
hereafter. Note, that which adds Pleafantnefs to fh’z.
Paffage is, that quickly after he had fent me this Lxxxp'O
Lattin, it was reported by a Minifter of his ownﬁl‘_’cr[“ a-
fion, that Mr. Mence had fent mea LATTIN LI;N,L'R}-
And whercas Mr. aMence tells us in his EPI?J%,“;.‘[‘%;;
hath a Black Catalogue of Lyes committed 10 WIit.0;

. : ~mour of Pronf,
And further adds, that Lies are our srmou of 1 5
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of Defence: I wo

uld have him know, my
nr againft fuch threatning
her that Practice as much:
he knows beft who it

d amongft his Eriends when they
alfo apart, that when he charged
&ion of Tranfubtantiation with
d Infant-habituxl-Fuith in my
e Minifters, that I deny'd
I had wrote any fuch thing ; and it appearing [ had fo
wricten, the Minifters hanged down theiv Heads, and
were afhamed on't. That this Deferves not only the
Name of an Hyperbale, it a great Hntruth, AS will be
evidenced if any Godly Perfons require 1t by feven
or eight Elders and Minilters, as well his owa Friend,
wha was with him at the fame cime, being asked if
he knew of any fuch Carriage of the Minifters, and of
my denying what I had wric, he replied, I know no-
ching of it, neither is it very probable this fhould be
fo, when the Manuicript was read among thembefore
it felc the weight of the pre(s, And let my Reader
know, I was (b far from denying this thing thit
when Mr. Mence tr_Jok out a scripz of Paper &; read
¢ha matter aforefaid,. that be might do it the more
effectually, 1took the Book out of my own Pocket
turned to the Page, and gave it him to make i
moft of it ; for all which we have undoubted ']‘eﬁie_

mony at Hand. j :
Now how his Confcience can digeft fuch things

s thele are, I kbow nots but I praife God they will
not go down with me, neicher would I have the wei ;]
of them on my Confeience for more than I fhall ng t
mention. Oh how (ad is it for a Perfon to endeav o
to raife his ewn Reputation by ruining of his ‘N“iOlkJ]r
bo,“.rs Credit, in bearing falle witnefs againft “hi_% -
which is fo concrary to the Ninth Gommmdmentlm;

and Weapons
Innocency 1S
Calamnies.

it not more th
was that ‘reporte
were together, and
me with the Conjun
Infants in Covenant 2l
Book aforefaid, before th

better Armo
I hope that 12
an  himfelt 3

- And whereas Mr, Mence would hay
believe him to be a Man of & Pe:cctalll;ie “;‘C;rnlxd
per,
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per, whillt he calls me a Publick Annoyer, the
head of an over-grown Schifm, ‘and a Troubler . of
Ifrael 5 faying, that I have put this Spot ' into an
Inflarnation, well nigh a Conflagration, and that he
had lain quiet fix or feven years together, until he
was forced to arife, as he faith, wich his Bucket to
quench the flame : But indeed he hath been fo far from
cafting Water into quench it, that he hath been pour-
ing on Oyl to inflame it : And therefore fome thinking
men judge that it had been far better if he had lain
afleep fill, unlefs he had awaked in a better Teruper,
and to a better Purpofe. Now [ would have the Rea-
der to take notice, that if Mr. Merce had not beenof
a Diotrephean Spirit, and had contribured as much
towards the keeping of us in Peace as others have
done, we had certainly enjoy'd cur Quiet in this Spot
till this day = For it is well known how chea fully Lhave
{erved that Congregation, by preaching amonglt them 10
the time of his Predeceffor, the late Revercnd Mr. Knight.
Con-
fcience, and Peace in the Church a Choice Jewel,
which I would not exchange for many Worlds 5 and
alfo knowing that the eternal Tranfaétion between the
Father and Son is called the Council of Peace, and
the Covenant the Covenant of Peace, God the God
of Peace, Chrift the Prince of Peace; the Gofpel
the Gofpel of Peace, and Angels the Meflengers ©
Peace, and that Heaven is a Place of Peace: In a
Word, ‘becaufe 1 know where Peace 13 God is, and
that that Grace is effential to_the Kingdom of Ged in
the Saints, and alfoa glorious fruic of the Holy Spirir,
as it fhall be my earnelt Endeavour to promote it in
the Churches of Chrift, fo it fhall bemy ferventand
conftant Prayer, as one of Ziens Watchmen, 80 €Y,
Pegce be within thy Walls, and Profperity witbin thy Ps-
lhces for ewer and ever, Ameg. - 2

Finally, as I efteem Peace with God, Peace in

A
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ETTER fent to Mr. Mence from My,
5 ({‘ollq;z"}z‘.r} wherein he requires Satisfaction
for the great Abufe offered him 3 alfo ﬁg-_
nifying his Willingnefs to accept of hig
own Propofition to difcourfe thefe Pointg

which you have mentioned in this Epiftle

following.

s 1R,
havin
YOU 7 nfi greatly wronged me, as{ baye

both in Publick_and Private
it e
beﬂrcﬂ%%ml do again call for'S.'uzxf‘z./;Z;/,;,‘
1 ,For ﬁwgcﬂir{g to your Auditors from Pulpi
and .clfcwr'zcr?, a5 that I beld Believers Sced abf,.
Lutely (bt out of the Covenant of Gody and f,

; muft be damned. ;
'bzl,tlg‘t}:ggc.//;cd as if 1 held an Impl-t{'atz_a;, of
Chyift's Righteon[nefs might be to that Subjelt g
Lerfon where was no sz&z;ﬁmtzon nor Cllm”ﬁ’{g’.
3. Sugyeﬂc’d asif my Tenet was, that [0,
Perfons };;ég]gr be faved which are #0t in the
Covepant of Grace. i
4. That Iamm[e it mpnot put tl 15 12y Cree d,
that Infants bave Faith, you pave drawn th,
Conclufion, as if it weve natural from the Prep; fes,
then Infants muft be damned : .Aﬂﬂl 1/71{ hath been
by you declared in your publick, Mseting-Plage.
5. Was it yot very unfair, and contrary 1,
the Golden Rule, when you vepeared before gh,
/M’iniﬂc.r; thar Paragraph in my Book‘, Tran.
fubftantiation,Infants-Incovenanting, Infants Fi,,
; tial,
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| bitnal-Faith, are Terms I think egually allow-
W able, and probably equally underftood among
%, their varions Profeffors 2 was it not dif tngenions
!5 | 20 repear but part of it, and leave our the Ar=,
lg gument and Reafon zx:la}: I thus fpoke ¢ viz. Be-

4 canf¢ you do not by “this Covenane mean . the

EJ Elcction of Grace, therefore not one of a thems'
i fand know what you mean by ir.

6. To approve a Stnrence which . compares,
thofe that cannor own an Antiquated repealed Co-

: ﬁ‘ venant in force to Antichrift, who opens bis mouth

20 fpeak Blafphemy againft God, " his T aberna=,
cle, his Name, and them which dwell in Hea-

!
gua ven, calls for Repentance unto God, and asphb=,

lick an Acknowledgment before mem.: " .
Again, for your drawing ‘wrong € onclufions

M from true Premifes, and then call it by vhe bard
| Nameof Mountebank- Divinity.

,,;g; Sit, I call for as publick” Satisfattion as X

have had an Afperfion, bur if you [ball deny ity

)
’yﬂ #s you have done, and rather (tand upon a Vin-
/i dication, I muft take 1he beft meafures I can

#0 clear my Innocensy, becanfe my F oot do;’:
oblige me to maintain a good Name ¥ 1

[ ] World, andgood Principles, in order to a [uccefs

in my Work, and Ibope I can truly [ay, it 15

WA
Wﬂ‘ more for the Honowr of God and rhe Goéﬁ“.
M than nine ownIam this concerned, Ands 57>

J tion
if you pleafe, I will accepr. of yomwr Propofi "
before the Mi’niﬂm, and difconrfe tbv"{a’ f 9”:’:
ing Points, you jPEﬂdiflg one hof-tr and mlf, "
Z another, for “the lInveftigation of tie Trt:” s
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le tothe Bleffing of God and

(he Gudgment of the Auditory.
her the Seed of Believers as fuch,

and leave the who

1. Whet
are inthe €Ver

affirm ity 1 deny #t.

2. If you il wndertake . t0 prove Infants
have Eaith, Habimal—Fn:zh, 1. [hall labour to
cove it appears not from Scripture or  Experi-
ence, nors any arber WAy 45 1, know of. ‘

3. Whether the Baptifm of Infants be of
Divine Authority ? if you ﬂljj’?r{ﬂ, I deny 1t
and (hall prove that the Bapiizing Perfons up-
ond profeffior of Faith, and . them only, bath

hority for shat Prattice.

4 If yom will andertake 1o prove that ¢p
doth gcmn’ncly and - naturaily follow, if Infants
pave no Eaith they mift be damnedy 1 fhall en-
deavour to fhew ¥ 10 be o Nonfequitur and
0 good Logicks, and doth no way follow.

Erom [ich a Pofition as thisy Elect dyin
Infants faved by the Blood of Chrift, and t;ﬁ
]mpumtion of his Rzghuoufncj}, whether ir ge-
aninely and paturally follows from thefe Premifes
o Exclisfion of Sfmﬁtﬁmti(m and Cleanfing ,',:

Subjeck 2 4f you will [Fand upon the D
Jication of this C_oucluﬁon as naturaby 1 will uns
dertake 1o prove ¥ 4 forc'd, unfair, unjuft Cone

glufion, who fubferibe my felf
Your Faithful Friend,

Hercules Qalli_ml

lafting Covenant of Grace ? if you

FINIS.

S

sy
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- l}; AN Anfwer to Mr. Mence’s Book Findi-
mf,ﬂ cie Federis is in the Prefs.
| Mr. Keaches Childs Delight, containing o
I Scripture Catechifm, wheren all the chiet Prin-
(8 ciples of Chriftian Religion are clearly ( thoush
" briefly opencd, neceffary to eftablifs youwng Peo-
dy Jons in Gods Truth, in Oppofition to Popery
,"M . perilous Times together with many other
I’éﬂ thmg; bf”l? pleafant and ufeful, for the Chrifti-
7 mv an Education of Touth 5 with Lettersto Parcats.
W Adorned wmith feveral Copper Cuts, teaching t0
Spell, Read, and eafting Accounts;, firted for the
ufe of Schools, and 'z/er; ufeful for all Familics,
Price bound 64.
Baptifm difcovered plainly and faithfully,ac-
. cording tothe Word of God, whereinis [et forth
the Glorions Pattern of our Bleffed Saviour Fe-
2l fus Chrift, the Pattern of all Believers, in bis
J  Subjcction to Baptifm : Together with the Exam-
Mﬂ ple of thoufands who were baptized after they be-
il leived, By John Norcott, /late Scrwm.of
";ﬁ Tefus Chrift, and of his Church.  The Third
Bdition coraeéted by Will, Kiffin and Rich.
,J” Claridge, with an Appendix by another Hand,
{ Sold by William Marfhual at the Bible in
-~ Newgare-fireer, :

’







