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,tb_ The ftate of the Saints till then , proved to be
¢ 2fate of fuffering, and not of Reigning and Con-

quering with a Materiall Sword
i as fome imagine.
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ji grounds for fuch a pradtice : as they are
y ftated in his book called, The Signes
" of the 1inses.

ﬂ? And fome other Arguments and Objedtions

an{wered tending to the {fame thing.
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"i’ 10 the Luy and to the Teftimony, zf any [peak not according o this rule, it
. is becaufe thereis mo light in them, 1[a, 8. 30.
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The Epiftle Dedicatory

" To all the Churches of Chrift in the Faith
and Order of the Gofpel 5 and to all that
are truly waiting for the Confolation of
Sion, grace and peace be multiplyed.

4 H 4ll ye that fear the Lord, even the great and
it dreadfull God 5 who bath manifefted himfelf tobe
« God working wonders in our days, fuch a owr

Fathers bave not feen : How hath he caufed the light to
Shine, eyen thetrue light of bis glory inthe Face 1oj Fefius
Chrift! Ohhow precious is hisloving kiridnes / 0k
" Bow fivect is bis goodnefi | Howpleafant are his ways, to
A0 hofe thay are wpright in beart ! bub in the midft of this bis
 ZercysHow js the great enemy of foulsendeavonring to be
i Jowing phe feeds of enmity, [ edition,diviffonsatheifm, & ¢!
| 74 bow ready are men even men prophecying the Name of
L Codtobe feavehing outthat they might charge their way !
= 0b bow little do men fear ‘and tremble at all the goodneffe

\ that God hath wrought for ns! 0 all ye the preious Sons
" @7d Daughters of Sion, 1truft Icanfay infome medfure
 Withthe Apoftle, that ye arein my beart inthe Lord , to

108 and 1o die with you s and T can [ay that it is the.
- 8lory of the great Name of the Lord ,-and the welfare.of
Sion that bath drawn from me thefe enfuing lines.  dts
¥rue that the fenfe of mine own weakne(s and wnworthinefs
1 m’gbK‘f”d  forzetinses bath) filenced nein (0 great awork,
1~ this is 5 and for fometimse my band hath been with-
; o e holden,
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Boldern ; although my heart bath beew comvin
[ay that if any other had undertaken thiswor ;{ed‘ini can
partof ity 1 beliewe T bad at this time been ﬁ[ﬂz; i bu'ItJer
Sions (ks T conld not reft, left any of her ”"”’1’61‘:/73052
mifcarry through miftaken zeal : T have with as myel,
brevity and cleernefs as God hath given me zmder:ﬁandin‘J
endoaveured to cleer three things inthis enfuing Treatif:
3. The Perfonal yeign of Chrift upon the Farth.” 2. ‘Tb:;
the flate of Saints of Sion will be afuffering fate unti)
that time. 3. To anfwer fuch grounds as are produceq
by ar, Tillinghafts and others as I have met with,l)
for the introducing of the Kingdome: of Chrift by thenq.
serial [oordin the bands of Saints : But probably it ma
be Objelted, ‘ % o
1.  That the Perfonalreign of Chrift is that which yo,,
hawve [umetinte diforoned and written againft inthe Bogh
calledshe Marrow of Chiiftianity = it fcerts you are my, |
table and fleeting in your appreben}on 5 therefore the lfe |
beed is to be taken of what yon fay. (3 o
I Anfwer 1. Its true, I have o written 5 and it js g
sie that-1 writ that which I then fo underftood 5 and
indeed itproves meto be fallible , like the reft. of ney bye.
threm. I think there arenone that doe know themfelye,
or fear the Lord, but will confefsthefame. A
Yot . Ttwas nat only inthe day of generalldarkaefs, 4
10 this truthy when almoft all propheeying Chriftunder the
varions forms & apprebenfons were[ in this matter Jof the
Jase apprebenfion with me 5 but likewife it was at fuch o
sime when I was fed affde by the cnemy and tempted ; g4,
3am transforming bimfelf into an /.Mgel of light 5 I raaf?
fay that I was for a feafon deceived by him, by, which
means I came to have [ome experience of bis wiles and de.
wices of that nature, at which time with me and.then,and |
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S DeprcaToRy.
. {Irzcg m}b others, giving fuch dexterity in Allegorizing of
‘ veScriptures, as mot only that, but very mueh of the pre-
. Croustruth of Scripture, was turned ont of doors, @,
W3- Tcanfay thar this and other mifecarriages of like
,,P‘ , ’Mtu; ¢ at that time in matters of apprebenfion [ though 1
9% jay through grace kept clofe tothe Lord in converfa-
M t"’”_ JGod bath made ufe of , and I believe will make ufe
M o it to bumble me while T abide in this Tabernacle s
‘j‘ﬂ‘-  wherefore 1 am willing to bear the fhame : Godis true and
‘ﬁ‘ very man a lyar 5 Let the truth of God take place, and let
rﬂ e be eftcamed 10 otherwife then Tam, a weak rear, [ub=
,i‘ Jest to infirmities,, and whatever you find in any of my
Writings of weakme(3, bear and forbear : or of untruth,
L "¢JeE5 For I dare not fay that thereis nouniruth in any
of w1y writings, efpecially that called the firlt general
;’;ﬂ Epiftle and My fteries unvailed, iin a Dialogue on the
- Nevelationsy “though I can [ay; that Twas not willingly
| iftaken in anything that is not found therein 5 Therefore
ifin either, you find any thing erther expreft orimplyed,or
o 1’! Jou gathered from anyexprelfzons that way ; or.may
’}]’ Jeemto devogate ffom the glorious truths of the Gofpel 3. as
" the Divinity, Humanity, and Excellency of Chrift above
“{1, and Head over all', of Fuftification through fait[: in
| bis blood, the truth and anthority of the Seriptures , of the
" Locallity of Heaven and Hell, the Refurrection of the body,
19 fbe Ordinances of Chrift in the Church 5 as Bapti[m,
() breaking of bread J prayer.y and.Chureh-fellowfbip 5 the
i Kingdome andreign aof Chrift at his fecond comming,&c.
i aliwhioh precious truths I ovon and witnefsto 3 and if m
| a7y of my Books you find any thing contrary to thefe, dif-
L SRt s forfodoe I 2 yet let not my weaknefs hinder you
u’w) PFom a willing reception of the truth.  Icanm[ny that it is

b}” 72y (hanse that I have becr tempted and overconmee 5 but it
1 : 5
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is wot my fhame toacknowledgeit 5 and I badintendey
fong ere thisy.the Printing of sy Books again 5 and hage
them by me, correlted for fome years, but cannot yet ast iz,
it, ‘neither do-I Rnow whether I weay attainit s therefore
take this for aright wnderfanding in the generall | “4ng
efpeciallyin the two fornavred Books. 5 1
o wdnd 4. Ltrnft Iean and may (peak toshe praife of God.
thit except that bowr of temptation, both before and e}
my.God hath witneffed his owning of me asa poor unmwoy.
" thy inftrument in bis hand y to bear up bis Name in th,
world, and before his peoples And 1do beg and carneftly |
befeech the Reader more toweigh and iry the truth of whay
is written, thew to be carping ar the Anthor, and [o lofe the
benefit of the truth prefented. 1
0bj. Youhave written of thefe thingsalready. bocly
of the Perfonal reign and the fuflering {tate of Saingg
in the Epiftleto the fews, and thelate Dialogue bétweey
a Minifler:and a Chriftian, you have born your teftj.
mony to thefe things already, &c. Therefore yoy 4
might have been filent in this. §
Anf. 1ts truethereis )’jbmetbing binted inboths yet they B0
continned diftontent that remains amm_gﬂ. prqpbggq',,g'
people; and the danger that to me appears in feeking Sion'y
good in fuch & way of War and force asis by forme [0 much v
- [poken of & prayed for,to me appears the bigh way boths 8
diftononr God and ruineSion s thas Icanfay as before, 35
hath. confirained me o this work at thistime ; and thay
shrough diffienlty and redeensing time 5 but T cen fay thay |
it is for the Lord, and for bis Sions fake, wb_ojje Tant, and
whom 1 [erve inthe fFeedont of the Gofpel-fpirit 5 andfop
may but honour my God, and [erve bis Sion in nry generas |
sion, 1 [hall ascodsplifl the end for which I came into thi, i
World, andfinifb ney courfe with joy. ~ Ob my dear ang 1
PreCiO}u 8




DEbprcaTory.

Precions fRiends | les it be much #pon your hearts so be fee-
'k_ing.?z'au; £0od in the way that Sions God bath diveFed to,

d'then fhall you be bleffed inyour deed 5 God will bave
the glory.” and Sion [hall be preferveds her enemies flall be
Yuined, wait the Lord's time =\it will be but 4 little while,

but he that fhall come, will conse, andwill not tarry. So
I Prayeth him who iy - o yor '
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A poor remembrancer for
Sion, though quorthy_.
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The Kingdome and Reeign of
Curist on Earth.

S Hat ‘our Lord J:fus is the King_ of Saints, 0* v
; Sionyisnot onlya great and precious truth, by, M
inword owned by all prophecying Chriftia.

2N nity ; and in deed, and in truth, by thofe wp, #
R believe in him, love him, and obey him ; Bug i

FRSHER that he is Head over all, al}d thall be fo vifib]
mad¢ manifeff on Earth in his glorious Reign, hath not bee,
{o feen into in fome Ages palt, as God hath now bcs:n pleafeq :
to make it manifeft by his Spirit through the Scriptureg ofdl
cruth.  Tts true feveral have of late born witnefle to this tryg,
and that far more largely then I (hall or can in this place ; py,, -
paetly for g exeellancy of chis truth,- theonecellaine(s of ¢he
faints biing acquainted with t, and haviig fometime befyy |
been an oppofer of it 5 yet being the great truth of this lagt geo |
neration or age of the World, I could not but bear a more (] el
teftimony to this precious long expefted truth, to and with i}
what I have formerly writcen in my Epiftle to the Jews, and the
mehner of my proceeding in this matter will be as briefly ang |
as cleerly as | may, more fully to flate the grounds from the
Scripture of truth, for the Perfonal reign of Chrift on Earely,
The firlt ground I (hall prefent you with, is the f“‘ﬁlling the I
' Counfel and Determination of God declared in the Scriptures §
the Scripture being the declared and revealed will of God, myg
ftand faft ; and God who is faithful and true will perform, thll
good Word that is gone out of his mouth.  That this is Gods §
Councel declared in Scripture, doth abundantly appear ; By
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