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Water, therebeing no part free from the Water thus rained up”
on Nebuchadnezzar + In which refpect, it {eems, the Septuagin®
renders or exprefles his 1ying open to the Snow, Hail, Rain, o'
Dew, fo long a time, by the word, #6&en.  And, 2. My Anfwer
is, That the Greek hereis Hyperbolicalyand not propetly to be un-
derftood ; and our Tranflators knowing this, did not (asI fup-
pofe) tranflate the Word according to 1ts proper Signification,
our Language not well bearing itin that cafe, but according to
the thing which was to befall Nebuchadnezzar, And it {eems ve-
ry difingenuous, for you to conclude from this Hyperbole, that
Sprinkling, is zore congruoss to the fignification of poamrile, thaw
Dipping, tho in fo faying you contradi
that have. interpreted the word, parlile. And Iam fure, (and
you know it much better than I can tell you, for my Learning is.
nothing, when compared with yours,) that our Lexicons, Dictio-
naries, and Grammars, do make the prime Signification of pamr-
Tite to be adipping, asthey do who dye Coloars; and Seapula
does not make farld, nor fanlile, to fighify Sprinkling at all.

2. What you fay in your 24, 34, 4th, and sth.Particulars, 1s
anfwered before 5 but here you {ay, The Church was never confined
to that Mode of Dippsng, but had [everal Ways of b tizing, AiLpings
or _/f)rink[ing,’,v &ec. : .

1 anfwer : What Ufages the Church has had, is not.the Que-

.

ftion ; but the Ground of her doings 1s the matter of our Enqui~
ry: Butyetl will venture to fay, [he was always confined, to
dip, if hekept that Ordinance according to Chrilt’s own Exapi-
‘ple, which 1 think is a better Expofitor of the'word pawfile,
than any Lexicorn in the World. y {a

». The Alteration of the manner of this Ordinance, has not
only occafioned us to fay, You that only crofs and fprinkle arc not
bapfized 5 but the Mufcovites declare the Latin Church to beun-
bafwtized for the fame reafon. - For this you may read Daile on
the Fathers, /. 2. p. 148. where Hé tells us; The Cuitom of
¢ the Ancient Church was to plunge thofe they baptized over Head
“and Ears in Water, as Tertullian, Cyprian, and Epiphanins teftify.
“ And this is ftll the Practice of the Greek, and Ruffian Cnurch at
¢ this day, as. Caffander de Baptifmo, pag; 193. And yet notwith-
Yitanding this Cuftom is now abolifhed by the Church of Reme; and.
¢ this'is the reafoun why the Mufcovites {ay that the Latines-are not

“rightly and duly baptized. Thus he. Nor is this the only
- Cavfe:

% moft of the Learned '
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‘Caufe why ‘we think your pretended Baptifm AN ullitj!° for y6f1r

Error about the'Subjett is more than the other. , :

- 3. Whatyou fay further is, to make us believe that Chrift did
not gointo the Water'; that the Eunuch went to the Water only,
becaufe the “Prepofition s fignifies ad, to. . But your Confcience

will tell you, it fignifies into, as well as fo 5 and indeed you grant
e ’a;j'gl'ghle‘nﬂgd;What'putpofe do_you quarrel our Tranflation ?
"However,. We have proved that Chrift was baptized in the River :
.and ”tis exprefly faid of the many Thoufands which came to For-
dan, that they were all baptized in the River, confeffing their Sins. |

Now, Sir, here ¢v.Topdwvy moTape, cannot be rendred to the Ki-

very nor with the River, ( without egregious Folly ) and then ’tis
very plain, that they were all dipped in the River 3 for it had been
.abfolnte Folly to gointo the River to fprinkle the Face, Hand, or

any other part of the Body. = Seeing then they went into the Ri-
ver to baptize, it fhews it cannot rightly be done without going
into the Water : and therefore of neceflity we muft underftand,

Dipping is the only true Mode of Baprizing. e ety

4. I marvel how any wife Man can look upon that Text, Fohn

3. 23. John baptized in Enon, --- becanfe there was much Water there.,

and fo much as think Sprinkling to be a lawful way of baptizing.

If he will ufe any of his Wit, he cannot but infer, Baptifm could

.ot be rightly done with a few drops of Water, feein” Foba chofe

Enony becanfe there was much Water there, And what tho woAA&
Udwroe fignify many Waters ? yet it does not fignify many Rivers ;
but by the Noife of many Waters, is often meant the Noife of
much Water in one Source or Channel. However, you fay, the
‘Greek fignifies the Confluence of thefe two Springs, Fordan and
Jaboc 5 but yet you arc unwilling that they fhould yield fo much
‘Water as mighe fuffice to dip in. ; And yet the Scripture tells you
elfewhere, that Fordan overflows all her Banks at certain times ;
and Lithgew, that was atit, will give you an account, that it is
a River fufficient to dip a bigger Man than your felf in.

But bere, you fay, s no meation of dipping. ~ Yes, Sir, but there
is; for when you hear, that Jobn was baptizing in Enon, he was
cither ..dippifsg’:‘oyﬁmbzkéi{ég:{,.,-Ih§~ Jatter would, make. the Speech
abfurd and nonfenfical’; the former ‘therefore was his Bufinefs, for
be was dippmg in Enon, near Salem, becanfe there was much Water
EOEYE, o de pidde o e e T e R :
- Your Church therefore is very much to blame, in Ieav:n%g;
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Way of Truth, and following her own Tradition, and is therefore.

and will be till fhe turn to the
anner of Baptifin, or at leaft for-

bear to impofe upon us without Authority from Heaven. ~ ° ",

What you add, by way of anfwer to fome of our Objections
againft Infant Baptifin, is anfwered inmy Reply to Dr. Stilling-
fleet, and Mr. . Barret, which is bound up with my Book of Pri-
mitive ChrifFianity; and to that 1 will refer you. . What ‘yop.add
about Suréties ot God-Fathers, & ¢ I fhall not take, notice, of. at
this time, and indeed the ufage is {0 odd, that Dr. Fer. Taylor well
faid, ifit had been God?s will to have had them, It is to be fuppofed
he wonld have given them C ommilfion to have. tranfatted the Solemnity
with better Circumfbances, and given Anfwers with more Truthy for of
the God Fatbers.anfwer in the Name of the Child (1 do believe) it is
notorions, they [peak falfe and ridiculonfly. ~And this s even enough
to fay to fuchan [nnovation : But what abfurdity 1s it,which being
once made a Cannon by learned Men, will not find fome to daub
it up with untempered Mortar ? Could Men but remember Nadab

the caufe of our prefent difunion,

and Abibu, Lev.10. they would fear toadd to, or take from

the Ordinances of Chrilt, under what pretence of Piety or Pru-

dence foever.

“Thus Sir, I have briefly anfwered your Arguments, and hope I
have not miftaken your Sence in any paflage 1 except againit.
And for 2 Conclufion, I crave leave to {ay, That the way to obtain
that Unity which is fo defirable, between the Baptized Believers
and the Church of England, isnot to fall to it by Difputation, but
by propofing what Abatements may be made about {uch things as
are not mentioned in the Scripture, (as this of Pado-Baptifm is not}
or at leaft what mitigation may be hoped for, as to the impolition
of fuch things : And on the other fide, I truft in the Lord that you
fhall call for nothing from us, wherein wemay fubmit without fin-

ning againft God, but we fhall gladly hearken to you. ‘
In the mean time, -conftant Prayer to God for the Blefling of

Truth and Peace, and friendly conference between the leading
‘Men on both parts, maydo much to further {fo good a Work, {pe-
cially if his: Majefty would. be gracioufly pleafed to perniit {uch
friendly Treaties. - But of writing many Books there is no end.
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APlea forthe Church- Affemblies of the Baptized Believers.

MAI;lgl ;rvlggty ste has been the Sufferings of the Baptized
b t'm this Nation, fince the publication of the Act
i b ;i prevent and fupprefs feditions Conventicles: ~ And iZ'
el thg of the faid A¢t beto reftritt all Chriftian Affemblies,
Familip % Parochial ) to the number of four Perfons, befides thc’: ‘
26 ‘ﬁs where they do aflemble, We fee not how V\:C can, with
s ,'%rdofour Souls, conform to the Limits thercby refc,r'bed '
2 , 11*151 niuchas the faid At pretends only the prevgntio { d ¢
t?\lgl;g?;v i%nac;g ?e,dn;.xous go‘n‘ventic_lcs, We humbly conceivén fﬁ]at
e free from Seditious Deligns in their irig toge-
tohfegtg."?()rﬂnp God, are rationally ac%uitted from tﬁ::eg‘}lng Ah
Sedition ; and confequently- no Man can confcienci ﬂpumtlic2 &
cute any of_ us upon that Statute, being utterly u cx&u iy
any fuch Crime againit ns5 nor could any ever y etna Wy g
fuch an Evil, nor, by the Grace of God fhall tl? : i S
be able to do it. i ey~ (I hope) ever -
Upon a due Enquiry it will eviden that it i
Lord himfelf that hath ordered his.Pcoplg)t]oaggfl?r?hghat o the :
gate, fpr the better difcharge of the great Duties :t? (;)ongxc-
Preaching, and the Celebration of other his holy Ordinan Vi
which holy Ends he has allowed, not four Perfons onl _Ecs;.tlt]:'
whole Church, in‘any Town ar City, -to.come -togethg’r’ 'i‘n‘:g one
Place, among whom alfo fuchas do not believe the Gofpel;are
allowed to appear, in order to their Ilumination, avnd thig w;it‘h-
out any limitationin refpect of Number : So that it fecms to €X~
%e{e)?i tlrmlgt(}imue gounic"ls l(1')f humane Power, to ‘ufe Reftraint, 'wherap
, e g . ,
74;‘- 2-{2 av‘Sg-};Heb. _fo. f,;?cmus rire s I4“2.3’ sl
'orafimuch thenas God has not ‘given any Power u '
ﬁ?;forbliany Chriftian, or fuch asdefire to ly;now Chri%? qtgal?egg l’
s Word at any time, or in any place; but on the c’éntrary '
icommarklds.e\rer‘yAMan thathath an Eary to bear what the Spirit fm'tI; :
Zmo the Churches, Rev. 2. 7. Taying, Todayif yewillbear bis Vnice.
. gdw ’;zct: your. Hearts, Pfil. 95- 7. Proclaiming.#e every one shat
irfReths ta.gomc and take of the Waters of Life freely: 1fa. 55-1"&
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“To whofe gracious Invitation the Spirit and the Bride (the Church)
“agreeth, faying, Come, Rev-22.17. It mult needs be very dan-
“gerous-for any Man to {ay, Da not come, when they defire to drink

of thefe living Waters, which flow in the lively Preaching of the
Gofpel of Chrift. ~And how can ‘we think that our gracious Gods
who in Things pertaining to this Life, will not allow us to fay

-t our Neighbonry G0 away, andeome again to morrow, and I will give,

when we have it by #5y PYOV: 3.275 2¢ - will ever accept us with a
Well-done, good and. faithful Servant, ifin the more weighty Matters
of his Law we put Men off with delatory Anfwers ? ~ Behold, now
15 the accepted Time 5 bebold, now is'the Day of Salvation.

It muft be granted, thatthe Church is the Light of the World,
a City fet upon a Hill, that+cannot be hid ; whillt therefore we
are confcionably, and (we truft) groundedly perfuaded, that we
are a partof this Church, 2 neceflity licth upon us, to make manifeft
the Savonr of the Knowledg of Chrift in every Place. For as it was
truly faid to Chrift, That no Man doth any thing in [ecrety and him-
[elf defizes to be known openly: SO neither muft the Church of Chrift
obfcure her Light by a fecret Profeflion of Chriltianity, left fhe
contradict her own Prayer, and the Pracice of the Primitive
Churches, held forth in thefe Words : God be merciful to ws, and

oblefs ns, and canfe his Face to [fhine upon-us; that his Way may be known

upon the Earth, arid his Saving-Health among all Nations. And now,
Lordy bebold their Threatnings, and grant unto thy Servants, that with
all boldnefs they may [peak.thy Word, —— And they [pake the Word
with boldnefs. And they overcame hiin by the Blood of the Lamb,

by the Word of their Teftimony 5 and they loved not their Lives unto
And became Followers of the Churches of God, having

And if for the like faithful Teftimony we muit ftill fufer, as we

“have done, we fhall rejoyce, as Chrift hath exhorted us. The

Church is taught of God to hold faft, not her Faich only, bt alfo
the Profeflion of her Faith; and this not by Starts and” Girds, as
Men give them Licenfc or Toleration, but with all conftancy, and
without wavering. And furely our Lord forefeeing, and by his
Apoftles forethewing what would come to pafs, required that this
Profeflion be held without wavering in the Bulinefs of Church-Af-
fembling, Heb.10.25. becaufe without fuch Ailemblics, the whole

Service of God (ina Church-way) is like to fall to the ground.
This Duty, as it is of greateft importance, {o it is founded up-
on Heavens Authority : Forfake not the Ajﬁmzb.’ing of your felves tew
G2 gether,
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gether, And it is granted by the'learned Proteftants, That againft the
L of Godor Nature o contrary Cufton doth ¢ver prevail.[ Dr.Field of
thie Church,lib.4.] He that dotly any thing by Command from the King,
contraryvo'the Commandof God, does' not fear God, (faith Dr.Sa-
vage, Chaplain to K. Charles 115 in his Dew of Hermon, p. 36,40 39.)
And, fpeaking of the firlt Preachers of the Gofpely he faith, Their
Rulers enjoined them not to preach Chyiifty and:therein they did well to
difobey s for athermifethey had nor. feared Gody inafmuch as tho their
Rulers were above thems  yer God was above them both. - For vin
sommanding any thing contvary to the Word and Will of Gody they abife
their Power., “either through their Ignorawce or Wilfulne[s 5 and in that
cafe meerly Puffive Obedience is to be yielded. . Thefe latter Sentences
are the more remarkable, being writtén By'one of his Majefties
Chaplains, in Anfwer to a Book written by the Baptized Believers
in this Age, entitled, Siows Groans for her Diftreffed s which
Book, whilit he pretends to confute, he has confirmed it in the
main fcope and Intent of it. ,

As it is impoflible, by Muléts' and Penalties to overcome the.
faithful Profeflors of the Truth, ( for that which is of God, Men.
cannot overthrow, A&s 5.39.) fo neither will thofe that are zealous.
for Error, be vanquifhed by that way. ~ And the mifchief is; their:
Errors are by their Sufferings made the more taking with thofe of
weak Judgments. What then is the refult of Perfecution for Re--
ligion? Isitnot commonly this, That the Hypocrites or Time-.
fervers do fill that Church which has the Power of the Magiltrate.
on her fide? And fuppofe the have the Truth on her fide, yet
thofe Temporizers come not to her Commuuion for the Truths
fake, and therefore cannot be-a Blefling to her, nor fhe to them ;-
nay, theft fhall, the fooneft of all others, betray her, when ever.
Fime fhall minifter occafion 3 for thofe who are not true to God,
and their own Confcience, will never be faithful to Men. 7y wor-
fhip not the: King of Fleaven, but the Earthly Crown and Scepter, much
like Buripus, carried headlong fometimesthis way, [ometimes that way..
Socrat. lib.3. cap.21.. : :

But, thortly, to fum up what is or might be further faid in this,
Calfe.. :

1. To reftrict our Affemblies to the Limits of the faid Ad,is to obey
Man rather than God, who- gives. liberty, without limiting the:
Numbers of thofe that meet, to worfhip him ina. Church-way..
And whilt we believe our Allemblies.are true Churches, we mult

endeavaur to meet in God’s way, whoever countermands it. E
: 2..Fox.




‘Two’s, and by confequence
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o limit our Allemblies to the Number of Four; will
y all our Church-Aflemblies : For, {uppofe fome
Church confift but. of an hundred Perfons, thefc
have no Church-Aflembly, unlefs every
of thefe four be a Church. And if the Magiftrate bave juft power
to divideus into Fours Or Fives, he has power to fubdivide us into
to dillolve all our Affemblies. I con-
may. conftituted true Church. Gregory Thau-
had a Charch confifting but of feventeen:
Perfons. [ Bafil. de Spiit. Sty cap. 29.]  Our Saviour has pro-
mifed his prefence, where 1po 07 three. are met vogether in his Nanme.
But then 2 bis Name, fignificth in his Authority, and according to-
his Appointment. Now Chrift has no where appointed, that four,,
and no more,fhould come together into one Houlk or Place; nostho-
an hundred Peefons:be come together,if morce do come,they cannot
be prohibited by all that Power which God has given to Man, as we:

have fhewed.

3. Ouv zealous Country-Men of the pavochial Way,would think
it very unlawful to be limited in their Meetings to fours or fives 5.
and yet they ought tobe veftrain’d from Seditious Practicesas well
as others 3 and we do.by as good Right think it unlawful for us tor
be [o reftrained. We hope our Legitlators did not intend at all to-
exalt their Authority againft the Lord, whofePower is above all.
But yet when thefe Laws come to be executed upon good Men, by
the Indufpry of mercenary Fellows, meerly for worfhipping God,
then are fhey turned into Snares to the ruin of the Innocent, and

difhonodr of that Power which gave them being. And all this fatls

out, for want of better provilion in the faid Laws,to convi(t Menof
Scdirion,than-only becaufe they were obferv'd to preach or pray.

4. Wherefore, beng
Church-Aflemblies, and that upon the ftrictelt enquiry weare able
to make into the due Nature and Order of fuch Allemblies,we con-
ceive our felves indifpenfibly bound by the Word of God, the Ex-

2. For thus t
certainly deftro
Congregation OF
being divided into Fours,

fefs, a (inall Number
matwrgus, tho a Bifhop

amples of the fir(t and beft Churches, and the Tie of Confcience,as.

regulated by a fincere Love of Religion, to hold faft the Profeflion

of our Faith withou
Change of Times,or Man’s Law
that the more publick and free Men are to ferve the Lord, the lefs

danger of Sedition:

fully fatisfied that our Alfemblies are true:

¢ wavering or changing, by reafon of the
5. Beingalfo rationally perfuaded, -

Wherefore, with innocent Hearts, and pure:
Handsy (as to any Defign of Sedition) in the ftrengthyof Chrilt,we:

will keep his Way,and let theLord o with.us as {eemeth himgood..
: SECT..
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ved in any Nation ; nor at all to

«delivered from the Errors that have encumbred it

-be'a Chriftian Nation

fus tobe the Saviour of the W orld, the
.true, and that Faith-and Holinels
~than to have been of any otheriNation whatfocver.

tulliany, 3. €. We are not born but made Chriftians.

i SE C .'I". o

Of ‘tlbel Baptized Believers Call to Chriftianity, and to'the

Work of the Miniftry, -

7 Hen our Saviour commanded his Apoltles to teach all Nations,

V. V. and to preachthe Gofpel to cvery Crearnre; \We do not doubt
but their performance of this bis gracioms Will, may truly be {aid to
be the calling of the Gemiles, or Nations :  And that Men cnjoy a

great Mercy (for which they ought to be very-thankful) :to be
-bornin.a Nation to whor

n the Gofpel has beenpreached, and. re-
ceived by their Progenitors; And that itis alfo algreat Blelling to:
be born under the Government of Chriftian Princes'; and we be-
lieve we cught to love and honour -our N ation, @nd the Rulers
ofit, upon this very account (as well as for the Obligation of

Nature and Laws) wiz. becaufe they aflert the Intereft of Chrift
Jefus in general as well as we.

Nor is it cur Bufinefs to deftroy the State of Chriftianity recei-

: defpife the Miniftry that confei-
entioufly upholds it (but only to labour that Chriftianity may be

» by reafon of the
-or Corruptions of the Ages
as.we look upon our Nation:to *
fo we count our felves much more ha
inbeing Members of 4 Nation that owns the true God, Chrift Je-

Scriptures to be holy and
is the way to true Bleflednef,

charge of Governments and Interefts,
palt.) And in this Confideration,

Butyet for ail this there is a great Truth in the Words of 7er-

And therefore,we

do not think that our meer Birth of Chriftian Parents does qualify

us, or give usan actual Right to Chrift’s Ordinances ; but to this
end we belicve, and know, that every Perfon ought to have the
Gofpel preached, or fome way made known to them, and that a

-workofreal Grace (or the new Birth) at leaft by a folemn Pro-
feflion, muft precede our Baptifmal Covenant ; fo this the Scrip-
tuies give full confent, Fobn i.125 13,2 GCor. 5. 17: Eph. 2. 1o.

¢ Pet.1.23. And thus we, andours (fo many of them as the Lord

~ur God does call by:the preaching of the Golpel) are adtually in-

corporate
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forth.in the high and holy® Calling,

- Chriftian Religion:

* Men Chriftians, benot alfo

_¢ were not mad, and blind, th

& Bifhops who ordain. Lrhienmebe count

“¢theyiord
¢ to hear Confeflionsy&e. Thus fa

- ¢ firft Reformers hadsexceptin

the -ABapeisen Welievers. 53

tewith the-Churohiof Chriit Militant, and engaged thence-
and actval Profeflionof the

2. Butnow, Whether we have agy 1éwfui Call to: the work of
the Miniftry, is the bufinefs tobe alittle conixdered,paruly,for that
perfecutors Were pleafed to fuggelt the contrary

- fome of our late . d : rary
¢ our-felves upon the ftriteft Trial, even in this

ofed to be the molt deficient.

efolved, are,

cafe where we are {upp
om Man to Man, down. . fiom

" The Queftions in this cafe tober
1. Whether a fucce(fion of Ordination fr

ofolutely neceffaryto a due Calltothe Miniftry? or, .

fome of the Apoftles,be ab

5. Whether the fame Means that is of Autherity [ufficicnt to anake
fufficient to make Minifters £

1do Jittle more than offer

In anfwer to thefe Queltions,we {hal
i And tho the

what we have formerly written upoil this Subject.

Papifts are the Men who ftand moit iti
yet of late we find our Friends of the
that way, -asif they would juftify tieir Ordination ina fucceflive
1 ine from Man to Mam, throngh the Papacy : which thing isdif=:
claimed by Dr. Littherwith theigreateft vehemencyinthefe words.
¢ 3% hofb- loveth Chrift,  ought to '
¢ 1o be ordained by thePapiils; becanfe in their:
< things are carried with fuch wicked prepofteroufi

¢God tohis Face 5 - being ftricken withian miverfal blindnefs,
< théy donot fo muchas kiow!'the Wordof Gody. - {pecially the

“ Lyerst if there be ary one of thén,
¢ fay, thatat fuch' time as he received Orders,
1o difpenfe the My fteries of Chirift, orto tea

the Mafs, and

ain Sacrificersof the unbloady Sacrifice of
v Lgther. - -And the Oath which

he was commanded

-they takeat their! Ordination (as et

“yeryun-gofpel-like,the fam-of itisin thefeiWords, That t

wwill be a trae Subject to'the Lope, obey the Décrecs of the Fathers, and of

the Church (i.e. the Romar.
Bezacenfures all Ordination taken

him fpeak. © What ordinary

fram the Papifts. Let us hear

“Shall we think then, that the popilhOrders ace valid, in which
«there is not any preceding enquiry-1nto.mManners ? ‘No. fuch En-

ifly for Succeflion,as necellacy, -
Chureh of England1ooking -

endureiany: thing, wather than -
Ordinatiensall ¢
1613 that if they -
ey would perceive how they mock .

ed a Fool,a Knave, @ -
ordain’d by:them, whodare.
chthe Gofpel, ---but-

down by Mr. Bullinger) s -
T PricfF -

purch Jardthat he will perfecute Hereticks..

Vocaion iis that: which you fay the.-
g fome few of them,isit not the Pall?

quiry
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" quiry or Procedure, as is inviolably tobemade, orobferved, by
“‘Divine Right in Eleftions, and Ordinations, — Shall we think
" fo highly of their Ordinations,that as often as any falfe Bifhops are
converted to true Chriftianity, immediatgly all the Filth, Unclean-
“ nefs, and Impurity, collated, is wafhed away ? Nay, but with
< what Face or Con{cience will he be able to forfake Popery,and not -
¢ abjure his irregular Ordination ? -or if he do abjure it,how can he
“ by virtue thércof clatr Authority to teach ? Wl )

‘Thus thefc twoPillars of the Proteftant Reformation, are fo far
fram deriving their Calf to the Miniftry, through the Papacy (as
{fome late Proteftants pretend todo) that they do utterly reject
any Ordination which comes from “them. - Nor was Luther and
Bezaordained after they came from the Papilts. (Mr. Stub’s Occayf.
Quar.) But Beza is faid to defend his Call to the Miniftry, by In-
{tances of thofe that were called extraordinarily, as Ifuiah., Daniel,
Amosy Zecharias, &c. ] ' ‘

Thefe things premifed, we may affame, that either of thefe ways
(as approved by our Reformers refpectively) could we ‘go to de-
fend our Call to the Miniftry, aswell asthey : Being firft, many of
us,ordained by thofe who received Ordination from you, and fome
may run with you to Bithop Cranmer, who was. ordained by the
Papacy 5 and then proceed, till we come up to Clemens,or Lucius,
and {o to St. Peter. 1l 301

And as for the pretence of Beza, or Lmhe(, about.thelr extra-
ordinary Call, it’ not impoflible for us to- give as faira Demon-
ftration of it, as either of them, (fpecially if we take the Rules gi-
ven by Mr. Beza, tojudgof'fuch a Call by, to be cogent, wix.
good Life, [vund Dottrine, and the Eloétion of the People.) But to be
plain, we do not very well like either of thefe ways.. Not the
firft, itis fo fordid, as that the Papilts themfelves in deriving their
Call through the Papacy, are forced to take it from fo many falfe
pretended Popes, or Diabolical Popes,. even Witches and Devils
incarnate (by their own confeflion) that they make but a lJamen-
table Succeflion of it'in the end.1 And efpecially, if Stapleton may
be regarded (tho a Papilt) .who tells us, - That it is not 4 bare and
perfonal Succeffion, bur lawful Succeffion, which is a note of a true
Church 5 and defincth that tobe lemful Succeffion, when notonly the
latter [ucceeds into the woid veoms of thefe rlmr. went before ,fhcrn, lmng
{amfully called therenino, bus alfo hold the # aivh which. their.  Predecef-
fors did.  Now let this Rule be honeftly ftood by, and we are fure
the Papifts fhall never be able to prove a Succeflion of many pomé}
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‘of their Faith, and Doctrines from the Apofﬂes;wmlﬁ't’he World

ftands, and confgquently neither can the Proteftants derivealdw-

%

ful Succeffiont from them. '/ « T .
We like not the fecond way, «for we will not compare with /-
sab, Daniel, ' Amos,' nor Zechariab, in vefpect of their immediate
MifTion.  But this we fay, That our Call' to ‘the Miniftry is’'no
otherwife extrao dinary; than otir Call to believethe Gofpel'itfo;
or,as it ftands clear fromt all the idle Ceremonies ufed by Papits,or
others i their Ordinations, or as it is ordered “(as near as wegtat:%
a¢cording’ to the Word “of God. ‘And is'the 'facred Word ‘¢
Power to beget us to God, and by the affiftance of his Spirit to
make us his Children, or Chriftians ? “and is it not of Power or
Authority fufficient to enable us to worfhip God in his own Ordi-
nances, which were made for- Chriftians, and not Chriftians for
ghem ? “This feems juftly ridiculous. = ° HR AN INGD AN
We make no doubt but thatit’s eafy with God (and no extra-
ordinary thing) to raife a Peoplc to ] imfelf, in a Nation where
all have corrupted the way of Chriftianity, . (or. loft the State and
throuigh his Bleffing upon the
reading and diligent fearching of the Scriptures, (I'fpeak of a Na-
tion where the Scriptures are received, as that is our cafe.)  The
Truth is, all the ways of God's Worthip, are (in the Word) made
yeady for us, and laid at our Doots, and we do but take up glad-
ly, what others let lic as ufelefs things, that they may hug their
own Devices. e : b $ ol o
" But now to filence 2 Papift:for ever ( which fome will think to
be a difficult undertaking) ; do they not allow(even by ‘the Pen of
the Learned Bellarmine, chip. 7. that even an Heath'en,)that isnot
baptized, may adminifter Baptifi in cafe of Neceffity ! And this
they efteem a valid Baptifin.  And why then may not we, when
God hath opened our Eyes to fecany other Truthyas well as that,
enter upon the dutiful obfervance of it In the beft way we can,
ourCircamftances (efpecially the cafe of N eceflity) being confide-
red ? For is not Neceflityds good a Warrant to take up the pra-
&iceof, or to reftore one Truth as well as another? Certainly,
‘one Ordinance is as facred as " another, and - where Churches are
fetled, ought tobe difpenfed in the moft honourable way, and by
the moft fit Inffruments, even Chrift’s Minifters.  Wherefore, till
the Papifts'Hall tecal their opinion .about Baptifin, ‘and provea
fsutchﬂion‘.aS'néécﬂﬁry'tb'Bapfiﬂn'ﬁs Ordination, they can with
o o et no



rio thew, of reafon,.infift upon the neceflity of Ordination. to be

founded npon Succeflion. . But further, i 102 . 4
" It's evident from the Scriptures, (4és 13.) that a Succeflion is
not neeellary to.true Ordination ;. for tho the. Apoftles were yet
living, it wasnot thought neceflary that they fhould impofe Hands
upon Barnahas and Paul , but this is done by gifted Men, or the
Prophets that were in the Church at Antioch. - The only queftion
here tobe refolved is; Whether this laying on of Hands was for Ordi-
nation?. The Papifts do hold it was; fome Proteftants deny it;
‘but {fome Proteftants do affirm it Mr. Churchman, in his Hiftory
of Epsfcopacy, tells outof Chryfoffam, Thar tho Paul was an. ApifHe
aeither of Meny nor by Men, yet as for the Work to which be was fepara-
ted, askithe [aid Father ({aith he) and be will tell you, eis Tn) Aqo-
soew, That st was the Office of - an Apoftle, andthat he was ordained an
Apoftle bere, that he mught preachthe Gofpel with greater Pewer, -
~dAud.certainly that he had not. the Apoftle[hip before.may be made manifeft
by that which follayred afier.  But tho fome Proteftants doubt whe-
ther this were Paxl’s Ordination(tho the matter is clear of it {elf )
yet here is the Ordination of Barnabas. without all_ queftion s, and
then it is ¢vident that there was an Interruption of Succeflion in
the cafe of Ordination, even in the Apoftles Days, and therefore
by no means to be held. to be necellary in our Days;who are fo far
vemoved from the times of the Holy, Apofties, that in vain do Men
think to find a clear and undoubted Succeflion, of any one Ordi-
nance from them: Wherefore we may fafely conclude, that where
the Eruth of the:Gofpel is received, with the Gifts of God's Spirit
-(as that:-was the cafe at Anrioch ) thereis a fufficiency of Power on
the Perfons {o gifted, with the advice of the Churchto fend forth,
or.appoeint Men to the work of the Miniftry ; altho ’tis true, this
courfe is moft warrantable in the cafe of neceflity, and in no wife
1o be done in contempt or wilful neglect. of that, way, which is
more ordinary and regular. - Howbeit, ta tyeall Power of Ordi-
nation fo ftriftly to the Perfons of Men ordained, by fuch as were
ordained by. the Apoltles, themfelves, would in all likelibood
throw the Power of Ordination-out of theChurch of God at this
day ;_efpecially if we ftand upen the due Election and Qualificatis
on of Perfons fo claiming Succeflion from the Apoltles themfelves.
- And becaufe due Qualifications, and.Election, is as neceffary to
atrue Minifter, of Chrift, as Ordination, fecing. it’s mofk certain,
that unlefs God do firft make Mep Miniﬂex‘s; it?s impoffible for the

Church.,
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Church (rightly) to make them Minifters. ' We fhall here add,
That befides his moral Vertucs, arid Spiritual Gifts, he that is re~
ularly called to the Miniftry, Tault firft be a true Member of the:
hurch, and chofen by a true Church to that facred Employment.
And then we may boldly (yet modeftly) fuppofe, that true Ordi-
nation (at leaft in fome part of it) is only found" inthe Congre-
v ations of Baptized Belicvers at this day : For, where true Bap-
tifm is nOt, Ordinatior cannot be regular. ‘Again, ‘ducEleQion ts
found amongft then,whilft neglectedboth by papilts;and Prelatifts.
And further, the true Form and Order of Ordnation is found in
out Churches. The firll is evident of it {elf,” No Baptifm, ‘1o due
Ordination 5 is a Truth without exception among albthat own Or-
dination. ~And.for the {econd, tis cettain nonc are ordained to
any Officein the Baptized Churches, till elected by the confent
the Church, or the Major part, to whom they are to minifter.
‘And herein they follow the Footfteps of the Apoftles; Aks 1.
when one muft be thofen in the room of Fudas, the 1 20,which was
the whole Affembly, allowed the choice of two : - and good reafon
there is, that where all are equally concerned, they fhouldall be

{atisfied in the choice of fuch, asto whom they commit the care

and feeding of their Souls. : _ ,
¢ to be ordained,the whole Church

~ When the feven Deacons wer
is confulted, Atts 6. and the Ele@ion made by them who knew thc

qualification of the Perfons. it B
And as holy Scripture, o Antiquity ftands withus in this cafe.
The Nicene Conncil, writing their minds to the Church at Aelxan-
dria, concerning fome that were to fucceed other Bifhops, gives
‘thefe Directions : If fo be the fhall feem ro be worthy, and the People
[hall chufe them. What Rules WEre to be obferved in refpect of
their worthinefs for Minifterial Employment, ‘may be gathered
from Clement, Epift. ad Corinth. Having (faith he) made trial of
them by the Spirit, to be Biflops and Deacons. - And again, Others well
approved of. [hould [ucceed into the Office and Miniftry, who therefore:
bave been confbitutedy:—-by farions and difcreer Men, with the good liking:
and confent of all the Chitich, —- and who withal, haveof along time:
had a good Teftimony from all Men. - OREIHILINE.§¢BIAN R
Leo gives the fame dircition CEpiff. 84. ¢.5.) charging, That
none be ordained againft the Wills and Petitions of the People~ And
as that he [howld be thofen of - ally: that
that the liking of the People and their Tefts=

was 10 be over all, and wills,
H.2 mony
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i be fought: - Thatyin Qi dinations, the Rules of the. A oftles. and Fa-
m&,phﬁ%af{w obferved ;- that be that 75 fo be {wr tbePCImrch, fhould:
not, only. bave.she Allowarce of the Faithfuly but the Teftimony alfo. of
them shat are without. 9 WA SR '
Cyprianisas clear for us, (Ep.l. 1.} The Peopie who full well
and_perfecily know, the Life of him that is to be ordained Bifhop,
are: to be prefent,, and to bs chofen with, their allowance, wha
ktiow the Converfation of cvery one. - And he brings Salinins (his
Colleague) for Inftanceswhowas chofen by the Voice of the whole
Brotherhood,and the ]udgm_ént of the Bifhops which came together..
+ Each Church ffapds free ( faith Dr. Bilfon, Perpet.Govern.) by
God’s Law Lo .adpit,. maintain, and obey no Man a5 their Paftor with=
ont, their liking 5 .and that the Peoples Elettion dependerh on bumane Fela
lowfhip; and ﬁr]i’ Principles of humane Society and Affemblies.
Dr. Field informs us,, That this Right of the People hath been invaded
many ways: 1. By grear Perfonages and Maziftrares, 2. When the Bi-
fhops grew to grear Pomp, and the Clergy began to. be enviched by Bene-.
fieesy Elcctions were, and to this day are made according to. the Intcreffs,
of thg Rich and Strong, whilft the People are not ong- deprived of, but he-
copse ignoraity that any Right remains in them to ¢ ufe their own Migia
fters or Paftors. Pl ' 9
i’ Now this Privilege, tho loft in moft National Churches, is re-’
frored and maintained in the Baptized Churches, where none are
elected Meflengers, Bifhops, or Deacons, without the free Choice
of the Brotherhood where fucl:EleCtions are made: And after fuch
. Ele@ion of Perfons of known Integrity and competent  Ability,
we proceed to Ordination, with Fafting and Prayer, and the lay-
ing on of Hands,according to-theScripture 5 Afs 13.3. When they.
had fafted and prayed, they laid thesr Hands on them, and fent them
#way, | Thus for the Ordination of Mellengers, ( which after the
manper of fome arecalled Bifhops.), Aits 1 4. 23. And whexy they.
had ordained them Elder's in every Church, and prayed ‘with, Fafting,,
they commended them tothe Lord, on whom they believed. + Afts 6. (W
Andthey chofe Stephen, @ Man full of Faith, and of the Holy-Ghoft,
and Philip, and Prochiorus, and Nicanor, and, Timon, and Parme-
nas, and Nicholas, whom they [et before the Apaftles 5 and when they,
had prayed, they haid their Jands.on them. "Thusfor the Ordination.
of Deacons. . All which Apoftolical Practices are religioully refto-
red and obferved in the Churches of the Baptized Believers, with-
out any devifed Adjuncts of aur own or others. By all which it may

appear,.
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appear; they have a lawful Call to the Work -of the Miniftry.

Here I meet with an Objettion ; Tis doubted by [omes whether &
Man having received Ordination as Preshyterymay afterward have Or-
dination as a Meffenger of the C hurches of Chrift, the Objeétor fuppofing
that the firft Ordination s Jufficient, only the Church muft give him ano--
ther Commiffion. . L 10 By

This Objeftion I anfwer threeways : - 1. By Antiquity. 2. By
Realon. 3. By Scripfure. - - Yipps & ;

1. Antiquity is directly againft this Objection, being rather for
a threefold Ordination than only one, as I (hall thew by and'by.

‘But firfk, | marvel how the Objector would give a Man a Minifte-
rial Commiffion without Ordination, the Church having no other
way at all to give Commiffions but by Ordination ; nor can any.
Man tell us, how fhe cangive her Comumiflions Minilterial, but by
the very Actof her Ordination ; and according to the Nature of
her Ordination, fuch,and no other is her Commiffion.

Now our Ancients underftood this, and therefore did ufually

bring Men gradually to the degree of a Bifhop, (i.e. a Mflenger,
according to the Scripturc, Bilhop, or Oyerfeer, being a Name.
common to Elders in the Primitive Times.) Thus Chryfoftom Was Socrat.
firft ordained a Deacon, thena Presbyter, after that he was or- !6.c12,
‘dained Bifhopof Conftantinoples by Theophilus Bifhop of Alexandria: 13
And faith the learned Bilfon, In the Primitive Churcl theywere firft
Deacons, and upon Trial, when they had miniftred welly. dnd were found
blamelefs, they were admitted to be Elderss. and after thatyif their Gifts.
sand Pains [o deferved, theywere called to an higher degree : [0 that ¢ve=
vy oney by the ancient Difcipline. .of Chriff’s: Church, before e conld.
Come from miniftring to governing inthe Chuich.of Gody received thrice,
or. at leaft twice, Tmpofition of Hands, - - , : :
“ 5. Reafontells us, that every Man that is called to the Work-of
the Miniftry, ought to have a Commillion (that is, an Ordination)
cottimenfurable to his Miniftry. It is Chrift’s peculiar to give Com= ~
thiflion by the Word of his Mouth only, the Church cannotdo {0 5,

. theinuft confer Minifterial Authority in fome folemn Riteor Cere-
mony. Thisis plainin the cafe of Deacons, it was not fufficient

. for the Apoftles to fay (of Perfons eminently qualified ) we order
or appoint them to ferve Tables, or, look ye to the Poor = But be-
fides their great Qualifications and Election,they muft receive their
Commiflion or Authority by Prayer, with the laying on of hands,

elfe they have no Commiffion.. In like manner a. Presbyter muft be.
folemnly.
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folemnly ordained, before the Holy-Ghoft hath made him an Over-
feer of the particular Flock committed to his Charge. “And then
in reafon, if he have a far greater Cliarge afterward committed
o himi, he has need of a Commiffion. ( thatis, an Ordination, for
other Commiflion there is none ) to enable him to take care of ma-
ny Churches, and to plant new Churches in the World. ' We read
not of any Meflengers, that acted as fuch in that great Truft, with-
out an Ordination agreeable to their Work ; and it is ill venttiring
to fend ‘Men out with a Commiflion too fhort for their Employ-
‘ment, it being irrational {o to do, and without any good Example.
}Jct us {ee then what the Scripture will fay in’ favour of our An-
wers. - sl 2 : :
3. The Apoftleshad a twofold Apoftlefhip ; theone limited to
the Jewifh Nation, Mat, 1o. the other of extent to all Nations,
“Mar. 28, 1f they were ordained to either, then they were or-
«dained to both ; and the latter feems to be the more folemn and

formal Ordination, not only for that when Chrift had given them |

‘Order what to do, he lift up bis Hards, and bleffed themy Litk.24.50-

‘but alfo gave them Order to tarry at Ferufalem, until they werc G

endowed with Power frow on high. “When their Work was particu-
dar or limited, they had alimited Commiffion 5 when their Work
was univer[al, they had an univerfal Commiflion. Sure the Church,
who Hath no way to give Commiffions but by Ordination, fhall do
-well and wifely to follow Chrift, the Author of all her Power,
‘when fhe delegates or gives it forth to any of her Minifters. This
Anfwer may {uffice, yet weadd : . ‘ :
" Burnabasis confelled to have been one of the Seventy Difciples,
and had a divine Authority from Chrift to preach the Gofpel to
the Jews ; but when he is fent to preach to the Gentiles, he hath a
new Commiffion, even an Ordination, as appears, .4¢#s 13.
il . -
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